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(During the worship service, we invite you to stand, as you are able)

Welcome & Opening Prayer 

Opening Hymn: “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” 	sts. 1–2 LSB 440

Invocation & Call to Worship

P We gather together as friends in the healing presence of the Triune God. We gather together in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Be gracious to me, O Lord.
C For I am languishing; heal me, O Lord, for my bones are troubled.
P O Lord my God, I cried to you for help,
C And you have healed me.
P He sent out his word and healed them,
C And delivered them from their destruction.
P Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our God;
C For it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.
P He heals the brokenhearted.
C And binds up their wounds.

Confession and Absolution
P Be gracious to us, O Lord, hear our confession and heal our iniquity.
C My thoughts have veered away from your paths of righteousness.
P My ways have departed from your ways.
C My seeking to gain control has made me a slave to sin.
P My desires have brought disease into my heart and life.
C My sin makes me waste away from within.
P My heart cries out for forgiveness and healing.
C Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy!

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P Your healer, Christ Jesus, has good news for you! The healing mercy of Jesus is stronger than the disease of sin. Your Savior, Servant, Friend brings healing to you through the cross and the empty tomb. Jesus forgives you of all your sins, and he applies a healing balm to your heart, soul and all of your life. Because of your friend Jesus, you are forgiven.  
C Amen. What a friend we have in Jesus.

Hymn: “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” 	sts. 1–2 LSB 435

Old Testament Reading:	Malachi 4:1–3
	1 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the Lord of hosts.

P	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading:	1 Peter 2:23–25
	23When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
P	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel	Matthew 8:14–17 
P	The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighth chapter.
C	Glory to You, O Lord.
 	
	14And when Jesus entered Peter’s house, he saw his mother-in-law lying sick with a fever. 15He touched her hand, and the fever left her, and she rose and began to serve him. 16That evening they brought to him many who were oppressed by demons, and he cast out the spirits with a word and healed all who were sick. 17This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: “He took our illnesses and bore our diseases.”

P	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C	Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed 
C	I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Hymn: “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” 	sts. 3–4 LSB 435

Sermon 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory     forever and ever. Amen.

Luther’s Evening Prayer 
[bookmark: _Hlk192482907]C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Reading of the Passion Story 

Blessing (Benediction)
P Go now into this world of hurts knowing what a healer you have in Jesus! May the healing power of Jesus bless you and keep you; may the healing hands of Jesus be placed upon you in faith and give you peace. 
C Amen.

Closing Hymn: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 	sts. 1, 2 LSB 425
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