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March  

2024 
St. Peter Lutheran Church 
400 East Hebron Avenue 

P.O. Box 69 
Deshler, NE 68340 

Deshler Lutheran School 
509 East Hebron Avenue       

PO Box 340 
Deshler, NE 68340 

Church Office Telephone 402-365-4341 School Office Telephone   402-365-7858 

Pastor Email Address   pastorbfrancik@gmail.com School Email Address   deshlerluth@gpcom.net 

Office Email Address stpeterdeshler@gmail.com Principal Mr. Todd Voss (cell) 402-720-5590 

Pastor Telephone (cell) 402-710-6679 School Website DeshlerLuth.org   

Church Website   stpeterdeshler.org   

 

Greetings to you in the name 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ: 
  

What a great joy it is, again this year, to 

celebrate Confirmation for our 8th graders. 

The Holy Spirit continues to work through 

the Word, and I am so very thankful for 

each of these students and their  journey.  

I am looking forward to March 24 and 

Confirmation Sunday. I encourage you to 

take some time to reach out to these 

students and encourage them in their walk 

with Christ.   

 

There isn’t much better during the church 

year than Holy Week. Even though we 

hear the same story year after year, I pray 

that it never gets old. I love taking that 

journey every year with Jesus on the road 

to Jerusalem with shouts of “Hosanna!” 

Then we see Jesus in the Upper Room 

leaving us an amazing gift of His body and 

blood. We then see Jesus on trial before 

several different people before eventually 

being led to the cross where He would 

face the punishment that we deserved to 

face because of our sins. But it doesn’t 

end on Good Friday. Easter Sunday, we 

get to hear and shout and proclaim that 

Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia! There is no 

greater phrase in all the world than to 

proclaim that our Savior Jesus is alive and 

risen from the dead.  

 

In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul writes about the 

importance of Jesus’ resurrection and 

what it means for us. He writes, “For what 

I received I passed on to you as of first 

importance: that Christ died for our 

sins according to the Scriptures, that 

he was buried, that he was raised on 

the third day according to the Scripture 

. . .” Paul had received the message of 

Jesus from Jesus Himself and also from 

the other apostles and he passed on the 

most important message in all the world to 

the Corinthians.  

 

Brothers and sisters, you and I have 

received this amazing message of the 

cross and empty tomb. Are we passing it 

on to other people? Are we telling them 

about the greatest message in all the 

world that Jesus died and rose again for 

them? There are so many people who are 

living in darkness and going through life 

with no hope. We have the hope of the 

cross and the empty tomb. I really 

encourage you to invite someone to join 

us for Holy Week services so they can 

hear the best message ever.   

 

In Jesus – the Healer of the hurting, 

Pastor Brian 

 

  

A LIFE OF STEWARDSHIP 

Cherish What God Has Given 

This is the key stewardship insight that 

runs through all of the Christian life: 

Everything that we have has been given to 

us by God. We deserve none of it. All of it 

comes to us by God’s fatherly kindness 

and open-handed generosity. If I know 

that everything, I have  every possession, 

every relationship, every ability is a gift 

from God, then my perspective changes. 

All of these things are both gifts to be 

cherished, and things that I should direct 

towards God’s purposes. My possessions 

should be shared generously according to 

how God has called me in my family, 

church and community. My spouse should 

be cherished, loved and encouraged in 

faith. My children are on loan from my own 

Heavenly Father, and I have but a brief 

time to show them the path of 

righteousness. My neighbor is a gift from 

God so that I can imitate His kindness 

toward me. 

 

No matter the gift, everything has been 

given to me by God so that I may 

participate in His own goodness and open-

handed generosity. 

 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: 

lcms.org/stewardship 

 

mailto:deshlerluth@gpcom.net
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Page 2 of 7 
 

1st Quarter 2024 

 

Membership ................................ 1-1-2024 

Baptized.................................................... 298 

Confirmed ................................................ 245 

Voting members ................................... 210 

MEMBERSHIP GAINS 
 

Through Baptism 
 

Through Affirmation of Faith 
 

Through Transfer 
 

MEMBERSHIP LOSSES 

Date........1/25/2024 Funeral & Burial 

For...........................................Don Betten 

Date of Death 1/18/2024...................... 

Age – 68 

Cemetery – St. Peter Lutheran 

Through Release 
 

OTHER OFFICIAL ACTS 

End of 1st Quarter 3-31-2024  

Baptized  .........................................................  

Confirmed .......................................................  

Voting members ..........................................  

 

 
As of February 18 2024 (7 Sundays) 

General Budget 
Offerings Received                     $30,000.68 
Offerings Budgeted                    $57,910.09 
Difference $27,909.41 
Missions-Nebraska District Support 
Goal     $942 
Received   $760 
Difference $182 

 

Anytime at lutheranhour.org 
Sunday mornings: 

06:30 KFAB Omaha  1110AM 
07:30 WIBW Topeka 580AM 
08:00 BOTT N. Platte 107.6FM 
10:00 KRVN Lexington 880AM 
    

03/03 “Included in Such Company” 

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. 

Michael Zeigler. The more you listen 

to the life of Jesus, the more you 

admire Him and the more grateful 

you are to be included in His 

company. (Mark 10:43-45) 

03/10 “All Bets Are Off” Lutheran Hour 

Speaker: Rev. Michael Zeigler. 

Jesus engages his opponents in a 

battle of wits and wins – for us.   

(Mark 11) 

03/17 “The Strangest Request” Guest  

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Hector Hoppe. 

God promised to make Abraham 

the father of many nations through 

the gift of a son named Isaac. But 

then God asked Abraham to return 

that gift in a most shocking way.  

(Genesis 22:1-14)  

03/24 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
03/31 

“Repurposed Joy and Junk” 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Micheal 

Zeigler There are artists who can 

take old junk and turn it into 

something new and beautiful. Dr. 

Michael Zeigler tells how Jesus 

repurposed both the junk and the 

joy in our lives. (Mark 14:6) 

“Eucatastrophe” Lutheran Hour 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

(Mark 16:6-7) 

 

Transformed is groundbreaking 

Christian TV that takes you behind 

closed doors to witness Biblical 

Counseling with real people. 

Transformed reveals HOW Biblical 

Counseling happens, how it differs 

from all other forms of counseling, 

and how lives are changed through 

correct application of Scripture. 

Check out their website at 

www.transformed.org and listen to 

podcasts, watch free previews and 

look at purchasing materials. (You 

can watch Season 1 on RightNow 

Media) 

  
From the Principal’s Desk…. March 

2024 

The 24-25 school year keeps marching on 

at a quick pace.  The month of March will 

bring with it several activities plus the 

beginning of fourth quarter, which is truly 

hard to believe!   

We invite you to join us for the K-4 Spring 

Musical, Ark-eology! on Friday, March 15, 

at 7:00 pm.  K-4 students have been busy 

preparing for this special event.  Guests 

are also welcome to attend the dress 

rehearsal on Thursday, March 14, at 1:15 

pm, especially if you are unable to join us 

for the Friday evening performance. 

 

Students in grades 5-8 are busy preparing 

for the DLS Speech Contest on Friday, 

March 22.  The topic for this year’s event 

is “Inventions that have Improved the 

Quality of Life.”  Guests are welcome and 

encouraged to attend the DLS speech 

contest.  It is a very engaging event.  The 

DLS Speech Contest begins with the 

preliminary rounds at 9:15 am for both the 

5-6 Grade Division, held at St. Peter, and 

the 7-8 Grade Division, in the DLS Gym.  

Finals for both divisions will be held in the 

DLS Gym and start at approximately 

12:45. 

 

On February 26, DLS will be hosting our 

Kindergarten Parent Meeting.  All potential 

DLS Kindergarten students are invited and 

encouraged to join us on March 26 from 

9:30 to 12:30 for Kindergarten Round-up 

at Deshler Lutheran School.  This is the 

day for next fall’s Kindergarten students to 

join Mrs. Reinke to experience DLS 

Kindergarten for themselves.  Our young 

guests will have fun participating in 

discovery, recess, lunch, and learn more 

about our school.  Parents are 

encouraged to pre-register by calling the 

school office (402-365-7858) or sending to  

alesha.vieselmeyer@deshlerluth.org to 

assist us with planning.  Walk-ins are also 

welcomed.  If you know any families with 

a Kindergarten student for next fall, please 

share this information with them.  Thanks! 

 

February had many highlights as well.  

Mrs. Reinke’s Kindergartener students did 

an outstanding job of leading us in worship 

during their classroom chapel service on 

February 8.  If you were not able to join us, 

I highly encourage you to watch the 

recording.  It can be found on the DLS 

Facebook page or the St. Peter Deshler 

YouTube Channel.  You will be blessed! 

Thank you to everyone that attended, 

assisted with, and supported our three 

DLS Book Fair Events.  We had over 100 

http://www.lutheranhour.org/
http://www.transformed.org/
mailto:alesha.vieselmeyer@deshlerluth.org
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guests join us for tasty treats, free bingo, 

and the first opportunity to peruse the 

Book Fair at Bingo Night on Feb. 18.  As I 

type this article we are looking forward to 

VIP Day and the Book Fair Finale.  We 

praise God for the blessing that Mrs. 

Julene Schardt, our DLS Librarian, is to 

our students and staff.  Thank you, Mrs. 

Schardt, for doing an outstanding job with 

the DLS Library and for all your work with 

the DLS Book Fair! 

 

Deshler Lutheran School participated in 

the Thayer County Spelling Bee on 

Monday, February 19, and had good 

results.  DLS had four students place at 

this year’s bee.  They are as follows: 6th 

Grade Division Kaidan Robinson earned 

second place and Braden Johnson 

finished fourth; 7th Grade Division:  Gavin 

Endorf took third place; and in the 8th 

Grade Division: Dean Baden finished 

third.  Congratulations to all our medalists 

for their excellent work! 

 

It is our prayer that the season of Lent, the 

events of Holy Week, and the victory of 

Easter will bring you closer to Jesus, our 

Redeemer and King.  Please continue to 

keep our students, families, teachers, 

pastors, and staff in your prayers.  Thank 

for all you do to support the Christ-

centered ministry of Deshler Lutheran 

School! 

 

In Christ, 

 

Todd Voss, Principal 

Deshler Lutheran School 

 

Calendar Events: 

3/7 Chapel @ 10 

3/8 NO School—Spring Break 

3/14 Chapel @ 10 

3/14 K-4 Musical Dress Rehearsal @ 

1:15 

3/15 K-4 Musical @7:00 pm 

3/20 Early Dismissal—1:50 pm 

3/21 Chapel @ 10 

3/26 Kindergarten Round-up 9:30-

12:30 

3/27 Chapel (Wednesday) @ 

10….moved due to JH Track Meet 

3/29 No School—Good Friday: Easter 

Break 

3/31 He is Risen!—Happy Easter! 

 

Deshler Lutheran School 

Board of Education Meeting Minutes 

January 22nd, 2024 

Attendance: Dale Endorf, Todd Voss, 

Kari Betten, Logan Schardt, Kolby Finke, 

Justus Harms, Pastor Francik, Tyler 

Stengel, Trent McCown, Dan Werner 

Visitors: None present. 

Kari Betten opened with a devotion about 

fear. 

The agenda stood approved as 

presented. 

The minutes were presented.  Trent 

McCown made a motion to approve the 

presented minutes; seconded by Kolby 

Finke.  Motion carried. 

Treasurer Report: 

General Account:  $6,871.80 

Hot Lunch Account:   $16,868.20 

Needs Account:   $70,052.04 

Chapel Account:  $1,224.69 

Library Fund:   $2,060.06 

CD:    $6,565.82 

LCMS Foundation:  $8,147.45 

Extension Fund:   $42,679.61 

Justus Harms made a motion to approve 

the Treasurer Report; Seconded by Kari 

Betten.  Motion carried. 

Trustee Report: Discussed the snow 

removal. 

Pastors Report:  Nothing to report. 

Administrators Report: 

1. National Lutheran Schools 

Week 

2. Kindergarten Chapel February 

8th. 

3. Book Fair February 18-25. 

a. Bingo Night February 18th. 

b. VIP Chapel February 23rd. 

c. Book Fair Finale February 

25th.  
4. Kindergarten Roundup – Parent 

Meeting February 26th. 

Possibility of 5 new students. 

5. Chapel Project – Mercy Meal. 

6. Intent to Return Forms – The 

forms have been sent out to the 

teachers to sign. 

7. Thanks!  The staff wanted to say 

thank you for the Christmas 

presents that they received. 

8. Blessings – A donation was 

made to each classroom for 

teachers to use for something 

that they need for their rooms. 

Old Business:  

A. Property Insurance - Discussion 

was held about how to choose 

the wind and hail deductible on 

the school properties.  We are 

waiting for a correct quote, so 

this will be tabled until the next 

meeting.  

B. Hot Lunch Audit – There will be 

an audit held on the hot lunch 

program on January 31st. 

C. Long Term Planning. 

New Business: 

A. Auction Project – Ceilings.  

Kolby Finke made a motion to 

approve the quote to replace the 

ceilings in the school; Seconded 

by Trent McCown.  Motion 

carried. 

B. Tuition and Registration fees for 

24-25: LB 753.  Discussion was 

held about how LB 753 would 

affect the fees for the school. 

C. Financial Audit of Books. 

Dates to Remember:  2/8 Kindergarten 

Chapel, 2/14 Ash Wednesday Chapel, 

2/19 Board of Education at 7:30. 

Tyler Stengel made a motion to adjourn 

the meeting; Seconded by Dan Werner.  

Motion carried. 

Pastor Brian closed with a prayer. 

Submitted by Justus Harms. 
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Kindergarten 
 

 
 

 
 

In Kindergarten we got to celebrate our 

100th Day of School, on February 6! Here 

are some things we didn’t know 100 days 

ago… 

 

"100 Days ago, I didn’t know how to read!" 

~Kora 

 

"I didn’t know Mrs. Reinke and my 

Classmates 100 days ago, and I didn't 

know Mr. Voss!” ~Casen 

 

"I didn’t know the Morning Routine that we 

do before Walking Club, and that I didn’t 

need to be scared when I’m not with my 

Mama! ~Bryndal 

 

“I didn’t know how to write my name! And 

now I know my letters, and I didn't even 

know that God was here, and now He's in 

my heart!"  

~Mathew 

1st and 2nd Grade. 

 

The 1st and 2nd grade had a fun day 

celebrating our 100th day of school at the 

beginning of February! They got to do 

different activities with fruit loops, 

counting, & exercises. We had a fun time 

at our Valentine's Day party, which was 

also the same day as Ash Wednesday! 

3rd and 4th Grade. 

 

 

Pictured: Casey Laaker and Wyatt Kane 

Hello again from the 3rd and 4th grade 

classroom! 

I can’t believe it’s already the Lenten 

season.  Where has this year gone?  We 

have been doing quite a bit of learning 

about our states and capitals. They even 

did state reports for the class and did an 

awesome job!  We are now learning about 

the different types of rocks in science.  It is 

so interesting how diverse our world 

is!  We have really enjoyed the warmer 

weather lately as well.  We are very 

thankful for a little break in the cold and 

snow! I hope you all have a wonderful 

March!  Thank you for your continued 

support and prayers! 

In Christ, 

Rachel McCown, 3&4 teacher 
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31 

 

 

 

Nick Bartling 

Sara Kresser 

Linda Sorge 

Dale Klaumann 

Meta Fegter 

Mikayla Sasse 

Cindy Sasse 

Todd Voss 

Dale Schardt 

Marvin Baden 

Brianna Bohling 

Brynlee Johnson 

Rodney Achterberg 

Lois Pohlmann 

Gerald Sasse 

Joyce Schardt 

Haley Horsechief 

Troy Hansen 

Aaron Bohling 

Troy Hansen 

Aaron Bohling 
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17 

 

18 

21 

22 

 

 

23 

Bradley Cooper 

Jaden Siegle 

Marilyn Genzmer 

Krista Harms 

Luella Holtzen 

Robin Sedlachek 

Robert Reinke 

Nancy Hoops 

Mikayla Sasse 

Sharon Baden 

Marvin Baden  

Lorna Ludwig 

Robert Ludwig 

Koen Betten 

Nick Bartling 
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Dale Schardt 

Hutch Finke 

Mary Finke 

Quinten Loontjer 

Cindy Sasse 

Linda Sorge 

Kristine Miesner 

Gerald Sasse 

 

John & Tamera Noojin 

Matthew & Leisa Bohling 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

March Job Duties 

Elder Matt Bohling 

Acolyte Phinn Harms 

Flowers Paige Hansen 

Envelope 
Committee 

Aaron & Kinsey Bohling 
Matt & Leisa Bohling 

Sound Dale Endorf 

Video Mike Zucker 

Backpacks Sheryl Achterberg 

The youth always enjoy the mini lock-in 

led by Concordia Seward’s Youth Ministry 

Team, and it was fun to have DLS alum 

Caleb Jalas back as a leader again this 

year. We had ten youth attend this time, 

some from our church, some from other 

area churches, and others that do not 

have a church home. It was a great 

evening of games, devotions, 

fellowship…and, of course, snacks! 

Thanks to Kari Betten, Colleen Kruse and 

Becky Reinke for providing a variety of 

tasty  snacks. 

 

 

In March, we will travel to Beatrice to help 

again at the Foster Care Closet with the 

seasonal changeover of clothes and take 

the fleece tie blankets we made in 

January. After serving, we will go bowling 

before returning home. We will leave from 

St. Peter Lutheran Church at 1pm on 

Sunday, March 10th, returning about 6pm. 

Youth can bring money for snacks at the 

bowling alley if they would like, but bowling 

will be paid from the donations we 

received through our fundraisers. 

 

If you would like to send any donations 

along with us to the Foster Care Closet, 

you can leave them in the tote in the back 

pew and we will pick them up before we 

leave. Their current needs include: 

• Backpacks and Duffle Bags - all 
sizes 

• Pull-ups - in all sizes for boys and 
girls - especially size 4/5 

• Diapers - in all sizes - especially 
sizes 4, 5, 6 

• New Pajamas - boys and girls in all 
sizes 

• Dental Health Supplies - kid 
flavored toothpaste 

• Twin Size Fleece Blankets - 
especially for our teen children 

• Hair Care Products - 
shampoo/conditioner, combs, 
brushes 

• Personal Hygiene Products - 
feminine hygiene products in 
addition to the standard hygiene 
products  of deodorant,  
toothpaste, toothbrushes, body 
wash, razors and lotion. Kids love 
the brand name products you use 
on yourself and always light up 
when there are quality, higher end 
products available to them. 

• New Car Seats - for babies and 
small children 

  

 

St. Peter Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League 

 

The LWML will be gathering for Bible 

Study and fellowship on Thursday, March 

7 at 7:00 P.M.  We would love to 

have  YOU ladies of the congregation join 

us for time spent in Christian fellowship 

and service. 

Annual Church Cleaning 

The Annual Church Cleaning at St. Peter 

will be March 15-23. Check the weekly 

announcements for more details. We 

invite you to come as a family and reach 

out to other families/individuals to come 

and clean at the same time for fellowship 

and time together.  

 

Direct Deposit Offerings - Automatic 

withdrawal is available to give your 

offerings here at St. Peter. Signup forms 

are available in the Narthex, or if 

requested can be mailed or emailed to 

you. If you have any questions, please 

contact our treasurer, Sara Kresser, at 

402-984-2453  or  fourleafclover9 

@hotmail.com.  
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