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Greetings to you in the name of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 

 

It has certainly been a May to 

remember (or forget) this past 

May. I know many of you were or 

had family members affected by 

the storms early on in May. It has 

been amazing to see how God’s 

people and our community has 

come together to help people out. 

In the coming weeks and months, 

as we find out about opportunities 

to serve, we will let you know if 

there is anything that we as a 

congregation can do to help those 

affected by the storms.  

 

I mentioned in my sermon the 

other week about the trend in our 

society today that people are 

becoming more and more 

biblically illiterate. As more and 

more people come to church less 

and less frequently and as less and 

less kids attend Sunday School, 

many kids are growing up and 

aren’t hearing about some of the 

basic Bible stories that many of us 

are familiar with. So what is the 

church to do about this? Well, we 

continue to share the Word and 

encourage families to be in church 

and Sunday School. We continue 

to provide resources to parents to 

share some of these stories. 

Another thing that can be done is 

to preach on some of these stories 

for those who do get to church so 

they can hear about the stories. 

 

Hebrews 12:1 says, “Therefore, 

since we are surrounded by such a 

great cloud of witnesses, let us 

throw off everything that hinders 

and the sin that so easily entangles, 

and let us run with perseverance 

the race marked out for us.” The 

great cloud of witnesses are the 

people of faith that were talked 

about in Hebrews 11, often called 

the “faith chapter”. It reminds us 

that we are not alone in running 

this race of faith. There are many 

people who have run this race 

before us who we can learn from. 

One of the things I love about the 

Bible is that it doesn’t hide the sins 

and struggles of the people of God. 

The Bible is honest and shows 

their faults and sins and speaks a 

message of forgiveness and hope 

to those who trust in the Lord.  

 

 
 

Throughout this summer, the 

sermons are going to focus on ten 

different people from this “cloud 

of witnesses.” We are going to 

look at five male characters and 

five female characters and be 

reminded of their lives and see 

what we can learn from them. 

Along the way, we will see some 

of the mistakes that they made. We 

will also see how God didn’t give 

up on them as He doesn’t give up 

on us. I pray that this series will be 

a great blessing to you this summer 

and that you will continue to learn 

more about these great people of 

faith and how they can be an 

example to us in our lives. 

 

Until the whole world hears, 

 

Pastor Brian 



2 

Official Acts  
 

None recorded since last 

newsletter 

 

The Lutheran Hour 
 

 

You can tune into The Lutheran 

Hour Sundays on these stations:  

KFAB 1110 AM. . . . . . . 6:30 a.m. 

 KOIL 1290 AM . . . . . . . 7:00 a.m. 

 KMMJ 750 AM . . . . . . . 7:00 a.m. 

  (Grand Island) 

 KOIL 1290 AM . . . . . . . 7:05 a.m. 

  (Omaha) 

WIBW 580 AM. . . . . . . .7:30 a.m.  

 (Topeka) 

or anytime during the week at       

www.lutheranhour.org 

 

June 7 

"Life Under God's 

Construction" 
Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 

Do you see a "Road Construction 

Ahead" sign? Did God put it there? 

(2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1) 

 

June 14 

"God's Great Work of Faith" 
Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 

Faith is God's work, not ours. 

(Mark 4) 

 

June 21 

"God's Ballast of Blessing" 
Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 

When the waves begin to rock 

your boat, is Christ in the boat with 

you? (Mark 4:35-41) 

 

June 28 

"You Aren't Perfect" 
Speaker: Rev. Ken Klaus 

We aren't perfect and we can't 

change, but we can receive the 

benefits of Christ's perfection and 

sacrifice. (Matthew 5:43-48) 

Letter from our 

Missionaries 
 

My dear family members and 

Missionaries at St. Peter, 

 

What a blessing it is to dictate this 

letter to you to one of our 

volunteer secretaries at Tilden, 

Nebraska. God sends special 

volunteers to help us; therefore, 

this letter goes to you at no 

expense as your gift will go 

directly to your special mission 

project. You will notice that I 

called you "family member" and 

that is certainly the case because 

we think about what happened in 

Mark 3:32-35, "a crowd was 

sitting around him and they said to 

him, "Your mother and brothers 

are outside, seeking you. And he 

answered them, "Who are my 

mother and my brothers?" And 

looking about at those who sat 

around him, he said,  HERE ARE 

MY MOTHER AND MY 

BROTHERS! FOR WHOEVER 

DOES THE WILL OF GOD IS 

MY BROTHER AND SISTER 

AND MOTHER." The Lord Jesus 

tells us who our real family is, 

those that do the will of God and 

certainly you are part of my real 

family. You understand the will 

that God has called you to do. I 

can't begin to thank you enough for 

your special gift of love. So many 

people don't realize that these 

missionaries have to raise their 

own support. 

 

I have enclosed pictures and dates 

that I would like to have you 

display on your church bulletin 

board. These are dates when 

missionaries are coming and 

someone, or some group, might 

like to come and visit. We are 

always so happy to see visitors 

come here to Mission Central. As 

you can see from the pictures, we 

have Bible study groups, youth 

groups and, from the pictures, you 

can see our newest missionary 

family going to Africa, Pastor 

Mark and Sue Moss. They are 

going to Africa where the church is 

really growing and yet there is 

persecution there. In the picture in 

the lower right-hand corner, you 

will see a lady that was a Christian 

in a village and the militant 

Muslims came and asked if she 

believed in Jesus and she said yes 

and they wanted to mark her as a 

Christian so they cut her hands off. 

The little boy also had his arm cut 

off. We don't know about this 

suffering yet! I really wonder what 

the future holds for Christians but 

the Lord has promised "never will 

I leave you, never will I forsake 

you." 

 

What a joy to receive your 

congregational gift of $1,235 for 

the direct support of Pastor Dale 

and Suzanne Kaster. They are 

doing such great work there in 

Northern Ghana, where they 

started a new congregation.  

 

It is always a busy time here at 

Mission Central and I ask for your 

prayers as I travel to Northern 

Iowa and into Minnesota. There is 

so much to do and so little time to 

do it. I am going to ask you to pray 

for the Moss family that is pictured 

in the enclosed pictures. They were 

just here on the 25
th
 of February 

and they are just starting their 

journey to raise their support and 

prayer partners. I hope I get to see 

you in person sometime in 2015. 

Your friendship is such a special 

blessing and encouragement to 

keep us going here at Mission 

Central with our 69 volunteers and 

miracles keep happening! 

 

Your Co-Worker for Christ, 

 

Old Missionary Gary 

http://www.lutheranhour.org/
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Deshler Lutheran 

School Board Minutes 

4-20-2015 
 

Opening 

The regular meeting of the Deshler 

Lutheran School Board was called 

to order at 8:00 p.m. on April 20, 

2015. Audra Capek opened with 

devotions. 
 

Present 

Rick Stengel, Pastor BJ Fouts,  

Darin Jalas, Dale Endorf, Audra 

Capek, Dan Deardoff, Pastor Brian 

Francik, Jamie Calkins, Vicar Seth 

DeBartolo, Tyler Harms, Kara 

Dunn, Russ Reinke, Allen Werner, 

Karla Deepe. No visitors. 
 

Approval of Agenda 

The agenda was approved as 

presented. 
 

Approval of Minutes 

President Werner read minutes 

from February 16 Board Meeting; 

Rick Stengel read minutes from 

March 2 Special Board Meeting; 

President Werner read minutes 

from March 23 Association 

Meeting; Russ Reinke presented 

minutes from March 16 Board 

Meeting.   
 

All minutes were approved as 

presented. 
 

Approval of Treasurer Report 

General Fund balance:  

$20,200.10. Needs Fund balance:  

$12,190.09. Motion by Russ to 

approve Treasurer’s report, second 

by Tyler. Motion carried. 
 

Quarterly insurance premiums for 

DLS are to be paid back to St. 

Peter. The amount is $1,172 per 

quarter. Two quarters are currently 

due from DLS.   

Congregational financial 

responsibilities were reviewed and 

determined to be (very) slightly 

different than had been previously 

communicated to each 

congregation. 

St Peter’s responsibility was 

revised to 62.17%, at $14,308.53. 

Trinity’s responsibility was revised 

to 37.83% at $8,706.64. 

Differences from the originally 

communicated amounts are each 

less than $2.00. 
 

Trustees 
Wiring has been completed for the 

doorbells at the school entrance.   

The summer mowing schedule will 

begin soon, trustees please check 

these names and dates. 
 

FOS 

An FOS meeting will be held 

immediately after Play Day on 

May 1 at Trinity. Parents will be 

asked to remain on hand following 

Play Day events for this brief but 

important meeting. 
 

Church Council & Pastors 

Nothing to report on at this time. 
 

Administration 

Dan reported that the Hot Lunch 

Balance was $239.14. Dan also 

informed the board that significant 

amounts are upcoming for taxes 

and bills due. 
 

A Play Day work night is 

scheduled for April 30 at 7:00 p.m. 

Board members are asked to help 

set up various items for field 

events. 
 

Old Business 

A motion was made by Rick that 

Dan Deardoff as Administrator of 

Deshler Lutheran School should be 

approved to apply for a Debit 

Card for the school account at 

Midwest Bank in Deshler. Second 

by Darin. Motion carried. 
 

New Business 

Rick Stengel moved that the board 

enter Executive Session. Tyler 

Harms seconded. Motion Carried. 

The board entered Executive 

Session at 8:57 p.m. 
 

A motion to come out of Executive 

Session made by Rick Stengel was 

seconded by Dale Endorf. Motion 

carried. The board came out of 

Executive Session at 10:07 p.m. 
 

Dates to Remember 

May 18 –DLS Board Meeting – 

8:00 p.m.  
 

Motion made by Russ Reinke to 

adjourn; seconded by Audra 

Capek. Motion carried.   
 

Karla Deepe, Secretary 

 
 

Deshler Lutheran 

School . . .  
 

 

Summer Fun 
Now that summer is upon us, it’s 

time to reflect on the best ways to 

interact with your students over a 

period of time that society rejoices 

in as “brain dead” time.  It is 

necessary to take a break, 

yes.  But, we can do some positive 

things over the break to keep 

students sharp and retaining the 

things they learned this past school 

year. 
 

Reading is the best thing to do 

over the summer. Readers are 

leaders. Share an interesting book 

with your student. Take the time to 

be excited about a genre or author. 

Explore a library or bookstore 

together. You can use your MAPS 

Rit score to find a book at your 

child’s reading level here: 

http://www.esu1.org/downloads/vir

tuallibrary/RITtoLexileReport.pdf 

  

There are a number of educational 

apps that are friendly and game 

based to keep knowledge 

strong. There are many at each 

grade level for each subject. Here 

are a few favorites: 

http://www.esu1.org/downloads/virtuallibrary/RITtoLexileReport.pdf
http://www.esu1.org/downloads/virtuallibrary/RITtoLexileReport.pdf
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       Stack the States 

       Math Slicer 

       Monster ABC 

       The Water Cycle 
  

Build something cool! Get 

materials to exercise your student’s 

planning, reasoning, spatial, 

creative skills and more! Find 

Legos, blocks, construction paper, 

cardboard, glue, cloths, lumber, 

screws, the sky is the limit. Tailor 

the project to their interests to 

guarantee follow through and 

excitement. Encourage and lead 

them. You never know what the 

end result may be. 
 

Staying in God’s word is the best 

thing to do this summer. Don’t let 

the hectic schedule dictate when 

you do or do not go to church. 

Take time to pray as a family each 

morning or night (or both!) Read a 

family devotion like Portals of 

Prayer or My Devotions after 

supper. Your children will get a 

clear message of what’s important 

when based on what you make 

time for in life. Show them the 

ultimate importance of God’s love 

for them! 
 

June Birthdays 
 
 

Maddyn Harms ........................... 1 

Virgil Ralston ............................. 4 

Harold Gerberding ..................... 5 

Ivy Harms................................... 5 

Eugene Mueller .......................... 6 

Coltin Hansen ............................. 9 

Eric Holle ................................... 9 

Dakotah Lemke .......................... 9 

Jon Capek ................................. 10 

Kevin Genzmer ........................ 10 

Dennis Loontjer ....................... 11 

Suzanne Kaster ......................... 12 

Sharon Reinke .......................... 12 

Austin Beck .............................. 13 

Mary Finke ............................... 13 

Sheryl Fangmeier ..................... 14 

Megan Gohner ......................... 14 

Timothy Pohlmann ................... 14 

Ralph Schardt ........................... 14 

Gregory Hornbostel .................. 15 

Heather Cooper ......................... 16 

Diane Schardt ........................... 19 

Brynn Bauer ............................. 21 

Karen Fegter ............................. 21 

Roberta Laaker ......................... 21 

Eric Hopken .............................. 22 

Mark Miesner ........................... 22 

Kent Lindenmuth ...................... 23 

Steven Harms ........................... 25 

Arlene Lillich ........................... 25 

Blake Schardt ........................... 25 

Delbert Lemke .......................... 26 

Dennis Schmidt ........................ 27 

Daniel Deardoff ........................ 28 
 

Baptism Birthdays 
 

 
 

Payton Bauer .............................. 1 

Shelly Carbo ............................... 3 

DeWayne Schilling ..................... 3 

Lacey Schmidt ............................ 6 

Anthony Deepe ........................... 8 

Robert Houtwed ......................... 8 

Colt Laaker ............................... 10 

Grant Hansen ............................ 11 

Anna Sunday ............................ 12 

Karla Bohling ........................... 14 

Mark Schardt ............................ 14 

Nicole Bohling ......................... 15 

Harold Gerberding .................... 15 

Douglas Harms ......................... 16 

Galen Sasse............................... 16 

Ava Biltoft ................................ 17 

Joseph Hansen .......................... 17 

Allen Schardt ............................ 17 

Ralph Schardt ........................... 20 

Andrew Schmidt ....................... 20 

John Noojin .............................. 24 

Vernal Ohlrich .......................... 24 

Phinn Harms ............................. 26 

Eugene Mueller ........................ 27 

Jamie Fritz ................................ 28 

Dennis Loontjer ........................ 28 

Lukus Wassom ......................... 28 

Hannah Cooper ......................... 30 

Maddyn Harms ......................... 30 

Kent Lindenmuth ...................... 30 

 

June Wedding  

Anniversaries 
 

Derick & Kinsley 
Larkins ............................... June 1 
 2 years 
Rod & Cindy  
Watson ............................... June 1 
 42 years 
Harvey & Marlene 
Weideman .......................... June 2 
                                         59 years 
Robert & Lorna 
Ludwig ............................... June 5 
 55 years 
Dennis & Joyce 
Schmidt .............................. June 8 
 47 years 
Bradley & Heather 
Cooper .............................. June 10 
 15 years 
Jordan & Jenilee 
Harms ............................... June 11 
 4 years 
Mark & Barbara 
Schardt ............................. June 11 
 39 years 
Robert & Rebecca 
Reinke .............................. June 12 
 22 years 
Harvey & Linda  
Sorge ................................ June 18 
 48 years 
Rev. James & Edna 
Moll .................................. June 19 
 61 years 
Victor & Carol 
Sorge ................................ June 23 
 47 years 
Dennis & Susan 
Harms ............................... June 24 
 37 years 
Alan & Marjorie 
Holle ................................ June 24 
 42 years 
Scott & Marla 
Finke ................................ June 25 
 27 years 
Daniel & Kristen 
Deardoff ........................... June 26 
                                         11 years 
Jeremy & Jennifer 
Kussman........................... June 30 
 15 years 
Larry & Nancy 
Lueders............................. June 30 
 37 years 
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Deshler Lutheran 

School  

Eighth Grade 

Graduate:  

Leah Schmidt 

 
 

Deshler High School 

Graduation 
 
 

  
The following members of St. 

Peter graduated from Deshler High 

School in May. Congratulations 

and God’s blessings on your 

future. 
 

    Nicole Bohling 
 Jana Finke 
 Jeffrey Grummert 
 Lauren Schmidt 
 

 

Lutheran Women in 

Mission 
 

The following is a favorite story 

(author unknown) that sustains our 

belief in what we do as a Christ-

follower, regardless of how 

insignificant it may seem to the 

eyes of others. 
 

 

While walking along a beach, an 

elderly gentleman saw someone in 

the distance leaning down, picking 

something up and throwing it into 

the ocean.  As he got closer, he 

noticed that the figure was that of a 

young man, picking up starfish one 

by one and tossing each one gently 

back into the water. He came 

closer still and called out, “Good 

morning! May I ask what it is that 

you are doing?” 
 

The young man paused, looked up, 

and replied “Throwing starfish into 

the ocean.” 
 

The old man smiled, and said, “I 

must ask, then, why are you 

throwing starfish into the ocean?” 
 

To this, the young man replied, 

“The sun is up and the tide is going 

out. If I don’t throw them in, 

they’ll die.” 
 

Upon hearing this, the elderly 

observer commented, “But, young 

man, do you not realize that there 

are miles and miles of beach and 

there are starfish all along every 

mile? You can’t possibly make a 

difference.” 
 

The young man listened politely. 

Then he bent down, picked up 

another starfish, threw it into the 

back into the ocean past the 

breaking waves and said, “It made 

a difference for that one.” 
 

Take time to note the containers on 

the LWML table, each with a list 

of items to be taken to our 

convention this June in Des 

Moines, Iowa. You may think….A 

pencil? A bar of soap? A 

washcloth? A toothbrush? All 

small things yes but, just imagine 

to someone who has none, “it 

makes a difference to that one.” 
 

Lutheran Care Services 

Crayola regular markers 

Tempera paints 

School paint brushes 

Crayons 

Colored pencils 

Glue or glue sticks 

Pony beads 

Pony bead laces 
 

Orphan Grain Train School Kits 
Backpack 

Spiral notebooks (any size) 

Pencils 

Pens 

Pkg. of construction paper 

Crayons 

Rulers 

Glue sticks 

Blunt scissors 

Washable markers 

Protractor 
 

Orphan Grain Train Hygiene 

Kits 

Bath towel & wash cloth 

Bath size bar soap 

Adult size toothbrush 

Sturdy comb 

Stick deodorant 

½”or ¾ ” Band-aids 
 

Orphan Grain Train – in basket 

below LWML table 

Quilts 

Hot Neck Wraps (directions on 

LWML table) 

Shawls 

Sleeveless undershirts 

Decorative pillows 

Scarves 
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   Landscape Workday May 23, 2015 

 

 

 


