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February  

2023 
St. Peter Lutheran Church 
400 East Hebron Avenue 

P.O. Box 69 
Deshler, NE 68340 

Deshler Lutheran School 
509 East Hebron Avenue       

PO Box 340 
Deshler, NE 68340 

Church Office Telephone 402-365-4341 School Office Telephone   402-365-7858 

Pastor Email Address   pastorbfrancik@gmail.com School Email Address   deshlerluth@gpcom.net 

Office Email Address stpeterdeshler@gmail.com Principal Mr. Todd Voss (cell) 402-720-5590 

Pastor Telephone (cell) 402-710-6679 School Website DeshlerLuth.org   

Church Website   stpeterdeshler.org   

 

Greetings to you in the name 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ: 
 
In honor of the 250th anniversary of the 
writing of “Amazing Grace,” our midweek 
Lenten series (starting February 22) ties 
the words of the beloved song to our lives 
today as Christ’s disciples.  
 
Here is a brief overview of the series: 
 
February 22 - We will focus on the 
amazing grace of God King David 
experienced when he confessed his sins 
and was forgiven. We experience that 
same amazing grace of God in confession 
and forgiveness this Lent as we look 
toward the cross of Christ that made our 
freedom from sin possible. 
 
March 1 - We will see God’s amazing 
grace at work in the life of the prophet 
Isaiah, who proclaimed to God’s people 
the salvation that was to come through the 
Suffering Servant. Our call in Lent is to 
speak that same message of salvation 
found in the suffering and death of Jesus, 
who came not to be served but to serve. 
 
March 8 - We hear Jesus tell of the great 
love of a father who lavished amazing 
grace upon the Prodigal Son, a picture of 
our Heavenly Father’s lavish compassion 
toward us through his Son Jesus. We 
were lost but now are found. 

 
March 15 - We witness Jesus bringing 
sight to a man born blind, giving the man 
the added spiritual vision to see the 
amazing grace of God found in Jesus, who 
heals us all. We were blind but now we 
see. 
 
March 22 - We listen to Jesus teach a 
woman at the well of his amazing grace 
poured out for us abundantly, which 
satisfies our thirsting souls for all eternity. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
March 29 - We marvel at the story of 
amazing grace in the life of Paul, who 
turned from persecutor of Christ to 
proclaimer of our Lord through the mighty 
power of the Holy Spirit. In the same way, 
cross of Christ changes us all from enemy 
to friend. 
 
May the Lord bless our Lenten journey we 
rest in God’s amazing grace.  
 
In Jesus – the Healer of the hurting, 
Pastor Brian 

 
 

Stewards 

What Makes for a Cheerful Giver? 

Don’t Replace “And” with “Or” 

We’ve all heard that stewardship means 
giving to the church of our time, talents, 
and treasure. This alliterative trinity helps 
us see that giving is not just about money 
but about our whole lives. 

God gives us everything we have and 
enjoy. The time, talents, and treasure 
trinity places before our eyes the fact that 
we are to give something of all three of 
these things toward the mission of the 
church in thanksgiving for what God has 
provided. For everything we have, and 
indeed, everything we are, comes from 
God’s fatherly, divine goodness and 
mercy. 

The problem with this alliterative trinity 
comes when we replace one little word 
with another little word — when we 
replace the word and with the word or. It is 
always written with the and, but when we 
read it, we read it with the or. Thus, this 
quite helpful trinity – which extolls that 
everything that we have and is a gift from 
God, to be given back in service of His 
church – turns into a trinity that we can 
pick and choose from when we serve God. 
The giving of our time, talents and 
treasure turns into the giving of our time, 
talents, or treasure. 

Then the question arises: Can we give of 
our time and talents instead of our 
treasure? Or perhaps it is the other way 
round: Can we give of our treasure and not 
of our time and talents? But these are the 
wrong questions. 

mailto:deshlerluth@gpcom.net
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The right question is: Can we give of our 
time and talents in addition to our 
treasure? Yes, indeed, we are called to 
give of all three. The things that God gives 
us are not to be pitted against one 
another. Rather, they are given to us, and 
we are to press them all into God’s service 
for benefit of His church and our neighbors 
in need. 

Thus, we give all three. We give our 
treasure in the form of a generous, first-
fruits proportion of our income. We give of 
our time in generosity for the benefit of 
Christ’s holy church. We give of our talents 
in the same manner. Since God gave us 
all these things, we are called to give 
generously of all these things in faith 
toward Him and in fervent love to our 
neighbors. 

For God has provided all these things for 
us. Out of His fatherly, divine goodness 
and mercy, He gives us each time, talents, 
AND treasure as a means to bless those 
around us. We serve our neighbors with 
these things, blessing them with the 
blessings with which God has blessed us. 
We give of our time, talents, and treasure 
to our families, our society, our church, 
and our local congregations. 

And we do this because we know that we 
are not our own. Rather, we belong to 
God. We have been bought with a price: 
the holy, precious blood, and innocent 
suffering and death of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He gave everything — His time, His 
talents, and His treasure — to have us as 
His own and to live under Him in His 
kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 
righteousness, innocence, and 
blessedness. We have these things as 
gifts and blessings from God. 

Let us then press them all into service for 
the sake of His love — time, talents, and 
treasure together. 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: 
lcms.org/stewardship 
 

Official Acts 

MEMBERSHIP GAINS 

Through Baptism 

01/15/2023……Milo Victor Ray Finke 

Through Marriage 

01/24/2023……. Larry Plock & Linda 

Tambling 

 
As of January 15, 2023 (3 Sundays) 

General Budget 
Offerings Received                   $13,240.85 
Offerings Budgeted                  $22,760.25 
Difference $(9,519.40) 
Missions-Nebraska District Support 
Goal     $404 
Received   $400 
Difference $(4.00) 

Anytime at lutheranhour.org 
Sunday mornings: 

06:30 KFAB Omaha 1110AM 
07:30 WIBW Topeka 580AM 
08:00 BOTT N. Platte 107.6FM 
10:00 KRVN Lexington 880AM 
 

02/05 

 
“Your Time to Shine” Guest 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. John Nunes – 
Light is necessary for life; God’s 
light, even more so. (Matthew 
5:14-16) 

02/12 “Shine Like Stars” Lutheran 
Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael 
Zeigler – A social media star with 
a million followers can’t possibly 
know all one million of them. 
However, there is one really 
famous Person with billions of 
followers Who knows—and 
loves—each one. (1Corinthians 
3:6-7) 

02/19 “Table Manners” Lutheran Hour 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
(Exodus 24:11) 

02/26 
 
 
 

“It Begins with Who I Am” 
Guest Speaker: Rev.  Dr. Dean 
Nadasdy – Our identity defines 
us. Every decision we make, 
every action we take and every 
temptation we face begins with 
who we are. In Christ we receive 
identity uncompromised and 
secure. (Matthew 4:1-11) 
 

“God, Money, & Me” 
 By Paul de Jong  

   

Money. It’s one of the hardest topics to talk 

about. Yet too often our decisions in life 

are determined by money. The world 

encourages us to spend, spend, spend, 

bombarding us daily with images of what 

others think financial success looks like. 

So easily, we can become trapped and 

locked into a cycle of ever-increasing debt 

or living with “just enough”. In the end, 

either you manage money, or money will 

manage you. So much more than another 

message on giving, God Money & Me will 

radically but biblically shift your mindset on 

money and the myths surrounding it. 

 

Please contact Pastor Brian or Todd Voss 

to get started with RightNow Media. Also, 

check out Pastor Brian’s video on how to 

get set up with RightNow Media. The 

video can be found on our Facebook and 

YouTube pages.  

 

 

Monday, February 13th 
Our book group will gather again on 
Monday, February 13th to discuss The 
Days of Elijah by John Noble. If you enjoy 
reading or know people that do, we invite 
you to come and join us on the 2nd Monday 
of the month for our book discussion time. 
You can see the list for the first half of 
2023 on the bulletin board.  

February 2023 

From the Principal’s Desk…. 
 
From the Principal’s Desk……February 
2023 
 
The first month of the new year always 
seems to go quickly and this year has 
been no exception.  DLS enjoyed a 
blessed National Lutheran Schools’ Week 
during the last week of January.  We fun 
dress-up days, two assemblies, 
completed servant events, enjoyed fun & 
games at the carnival, all-school 
devotions, took an on-line mission trip to 
the country of India, sing at Trinity-

http://www.lutheranhour.org/
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/
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Friedensau, and more.      Indeed, it was a 
fun week as we celebrate the gift of DLS 
and Lutheran Schools around the world! 
 
There were several highlights.  We 
learned about “Life in the 1890’s” when the 
Stuhr Museum, with the help of our 8th 
grade students, lead a hands-on station-
oriented assembly.  Students learned how 
to wash clothes the old-fashion way, 
played outdoor recess games from the 
1890’s, played indoor games, worked on 
their penmanship, and experienced the 
formal setting of the classroom from that 
time period. 
 
The “Raptorology—the Science of 
Raptors” presentation and “Next 
Engineering Design” lab were fascinating.  
Again, I was amazed at the incredible 
design that God put into each of these 
birds of prey.  Our presenters from the 
Edgerton Explorit Center brought a hawk, 
a falcon, and a screech owl to visit our 
school.  Pretty cool to have these beautiful 
birds in our gym! 
 
One of my personal favorites was our 
chapel service on Thursday.  At the end of 
the chapel, DLS students presented Our 
Daily Hope, a ministry to the people of 
Roatan Honduras founded by Rick & 
Janell Stengel, with a check for $1,741.51 
from our first semester chapel project.  I 
want to thank our DLS family for your 
generous chapel offerings and support of 
this important ministry.  We ask you to 
keep Rick & Janell in your prayers as they 
will be heading to Roatan next week.  It 
was awesome to have all the students 
surround Rick & Janell to pray God’s 
blessing on their trip and the work of 
sharing Jesus, who is “Our Daily Hope.”   
 
February is another busy month filled with 
activities at DLS.  We invite you to join us!  
Guests are always welcome to join us for 
chapel and every chapel service is a 
blessing. On Feb. 16th, Mrs. Reinke’s 
Kindergarten class will be leading chapel.  
On Friday, Feb. 24th, DLS students will be 
inviting some Very Important People 
(VIP’s) to join us for VIP Day, which starts 
with VIP Chapel at 1:00.  We look forward 
to these special events. 
 
The DLS Book Fair will run from February 
19-26.  We are so thankful to have Mrs. 
Julene Schardt as our DLS Librarian.  We 
also appreciate all the work she does for 
the Book Fair.  All funds raised from this 
event help support our DLS Library.  We 
hope you will stop by to check it out.  Your 
first opportunity is Sunday, Feb. 19th at 
Bingo Night, which runs from 4-6:00 pm.  
Bingo Night is open to all, so bring a friend.  
Play free bingo, enjoy tasty treats from the 
concession stand, and peruse the books.  

Our VIP Day guests will have a chance to 
look through the books at VIP Day.  The 
last chance to check out the DLS Book 
Fair will be at the Book Fair Finale on 
Sunday, February 26th as the 7-8 grade 
students will be sponsoring a free-will 
offering pulled-pork sandwich meal from 
11-1:00.  All funds raised from the meal 
will go towards the 7-8 class trip this 
spring. 
 
DLS is also beginning to make plans for 
the 2023-24 school year.  On Monday, 
February 27th, DLS will be hosting our 
Kindergarten Round-Up Parent meeting at 
5:30 pm.  Any parents with Kindergarten-
aged children are invited to join us for this 
informational meeting.  Please help us by 
joining us in prayer for our 23-24 
Kindergarten class and by sharing the 
word with any families that have students 
ready to start school next fall. 
Thank you for your continued prayers and 
support of the school-ministry of Deshler 
Lutheran School!  Thank you for 
supporting the work of “Making Disciples 
for Life!”  
 
In Christ, 
 
Todd Voss, Principal 
Deshler Lutheran School 
 
Calendar Events: 
2/1 Early Dismissal @1:53 
2/2 Chapel @ 10:00 AM 
2/6 NO School—Winter Break 
2/8 Parent-Teacher Conferences 
2/9 Chapel @ 10:00 AM 
2/16 Kindergarten Class Chapel @ 10:00 
AM 
2/19-26 DLS Book Fair 
2/19 Bingo Night 4-6 PM in DLS Gym 
2/20 Thayer County Spelling Bee 
2/20 Board of Education @7:30 pm 
2/22 NO School—Due to DHS Hosting 
TVC Speech Meet 
2/24 VIP Chapel @1:00 PM 
2/26 DLS Choir Sings @ St. Peter 
2/26 Book Fair Finale---Pulled Pork Meal 
sponsored by the 7-8 Grade Class 
2/27 Kindergarten Round-Up Parent 
Meeting @5:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kindergarten 
 

 
 

In Kindergarten News, we sure enjoyed 
journaling about our 2 Snow Day 
adventures! We also enjoyed being back 
together again and got to celebrate Judith 
and her half Birthday! We’re looking 
forward to celebrating National Lutheran 
School’s Week, as we thank Jesus so 
much for our Lutheran Schools!    

“Making Disciples for Life!” 

Mrs. Reinke and our Kindergarten 
Friends  

1st and 2nd Grade. 
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1st and 2nd graders have been enjoying 

creating things with blocks, taking 

pictures of their creations, and getting 
back into the swing of things after 
returning from break! We had fun at our 
Christmas party before break, and we're 
looking forward to getting started on our 
Spring Musical! 
 

3rd and 4th graders 
 

 
 

 
 
Just look at these faces!  This is what I am 
blessed to see every school morning.  I 
have been teaching for Mrs. McCown 
since she has been on leave for Lillie’s 
arrival.  I have to admit that it is tough to 
think about the time I am missing from my 
grandchildren, but you cannot feel sorry 
for me when this is my life!  We are busy 
memorizing the multiplication tables and 
parts of the catechism. We are studying 
the different kinds of feathers on birds.  
The third graders are writing 
EVERYTHING in cursive.  However, the 
one thing that stays the same is our 
learning about how much God loves us!  
He is so good!  
 
Mrs. Werner 
 

 
1 Lindsey Biltoft   
2 

 
8 

Mikaela Hansen 
Rebecca Reinke 
Lynn Bohling 

  

9 Luella Holtzen   
10 Krista Harms   

Sandra Jorgensen 
11 Leisa Bohling   
12 Brenda Betten   
14 

 
16 
17 
19 
21 

Marilyn Genzmer 
Kassondra Shuck 
Justus Harms 
Chase Laaker 
Robert Reinke 
Quinten Loontjer 

  

23 Robert Ludwig 
Benjamin Zucker 

  

25 Nancy Hoops   
26 

 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 

9 
10 
13 

 
14 
15 
17 
19 

 
 

21 
22 
23 

 
26 

 
 

Bradley Cooper 
Hutch Finke 
Lorna Ludwig 
Kalen Betten 

Roger Finke 
Pastor Brian Francik 
Randall Meyer 
Kalen Sedlachek 
Ashlynn Cooper 
Lori Schardt 
Barrett Harms 
Jamie Calkins 
Tyler Harms 
Alan Bohling 
Stormi Capek 
Julene Schardt 
Lindsey Biltoft 
Mikaela Hansen 
Rebecca Reinke 
Harvey Weideman 
Lola Ralston 
 
No Anniversaries 

  

   

 
 

  February Jobs 
Elder Matt Bohling 
Acolyte Dillon Schardt 
Flowers Joyce Schardt 
Envelope 
Committee 

Dale & Janice 
Klaumann 
Mark & Barb 
Schardt 

Sound Steve Harms 
Video 
Backpacks  

Reinold Kruse 
Becky Reinke 

  
We had eleven youth gather in January to 
make six tie blankets for the Foster Care 
Closet. When the blankets were complete, 
we spent the remaining time playing board 
games. We’d like to extend a special 
thanks to Becky Reinke for providing a 
delicious meal for us that night.    
 
We are looking forward to our mini lock-in 
scheduled for Friday, February 3rd from 
7pm-midnight at DLS. We will have 
students from Concordia Seward’s Youth 
Ministry Team leading the event. Please 
spread the word to any 7th/8th graders 
that might like to join us for an evening of 
devotions, games, other fun activities and 
building relationships. We are hoping that 
the girls’ basketball team will be playing at 
TVC semi-finals that night, so we 
encourage everyone to cheer them on first 
and then come back to the lock-in after the 

game. 

St. Peter Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League 

                 January 5, 2023 

President Anita opened our gathering of 7 
members with prayer. 
 
Sharon led the Bible study “Dilemmas and 
Decisions” by Terry Bently. 
 
Anita opened the business meeting with a 
review of the November 3, 2022, 
minutes.  They were approved as 
read.  The Treasurer’s report was given by 
Anita for Barb.  The report will be placed 
on file. Correspondence from The Haiti 
Lutheran Mission Society and LWML 
national was passed around for members 
to read. 
 
It was decided to invite Shamlynn to talk to 
our group about Care Warriors and the 
Pack the Pews project. Sharon will extend 
an invitation for our March meeting. 
 
Colleen and Lois shared the proposed 
bylaw changes for our local LWML group 
to reflect the recent changes made on the 
Zone level. The office of Historian will now 
be Archivist. Sharon made a motion and 
Lois seconded it to change the bylaws as 
proposed.  The motion was 
passed.  Thank you to Colleen and Lois 
for working on this proposal. 
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Our LWML group will host the Deshler 
Zone planning meeting on Tuesday, 
January 31, 2023, at 7 PM in the Mothers’ 
Room.  This meeting is for the Deshler 
Zone Society presidents, zone officers 
and Pastor Emory.  We are responsible to 
serve coffee and a snack for 
approximately 15 people.  
 
Our LWML group will be hosting the 2023 
Zone Spring Workshop. The date will 
tentatively be Saturday, March 11 or 
Sunday the 12. The exact date and where 
it will be held - the school gymnasium or 
the Mothers’ Room, will be decided.  
 
It was agreed by consensus to continue 
with the “No-Cost Garage Sale” in 
conjunction with the Deshler City Wide 
Garage Sale.  It was noted the signup 
sheet system for encouraging workers did 
not work and we need to find a better way 
to encourage congregational 
involvement.  We thank all those that have 
volunteered their time and support in the 
past years. 
 
Quilt tying starts up Thursday, January 12 

and continues each Thursday through 
March.  The hours are 9 -3.  Everyone is 
welcome to come anytime during the day 
and stay as long as you like.   Joyce 
reminded us that tops are 60" x 80" and 
backs 64" x 84" to make hemming easier. 
 
Thank you to Colleen and Bev for being 
hostesses.  Hosting the March 2 meeting 
will be Sharon and Lois. 
 
Thank you to Colleen for our 2023 
yearbook! 
 
Mites were dedicated with the song “Lord, 
Whose Love through Humble Service”.  
 
Anita closed with Prayer. 
 
Secretary, 
Sheryl Achterberg 

 

 

Direct Deposit Offerings - Automatic 

withdrawal is available to give your 

offerings here at St. Peter. Signup forms 

are available in the Narthex, or if 

requested can be mailed or emailed to 

you. If you have any questions, please 

contact our treasurer, Sara Kresser, at 

402-984-2453  or  fourleafclover9 

@hotmail.com. 

 

 

Giving Online - You can give online using 
a debit or credit card. Click on the “Give” 
tab on www.stpeterdeshler. org, then 
select “Click to Give.” Please note: There 
is a fee for using a debit or credit card. It 
will be deducted from your offering unless 
you choose to cover the  

fee. 

 

Church Desk Available 
Pastor Brian has a new desk for his office. 
His old desk is available to anyone who 
would like it. If you have any questions 
about it, please contact Pastor Brian or the 
church office. 
 

 

 

 

Contact Pastor Brian or any C.A.R.E. 

Warriors Team Member for more 

information.  

 

Discipleship starts with relationships. 

(Acts 2:42-47) 

 

Collecting for Gospel Mailers - Bibles, 

New Testaments, Concordia Self Study 

Bibles, Luther’s Small Catechisms, 

English Dictionaries, Sunday School 

materials (CPH only), Bible study guides 

(CPH only), Sunday School or VBS 

Puppets (durable for use as fun toy in 

orphanages) Please leave requested 

items in the tote located in the front 

entrance coat room. 

 

Keep Saving! Simply buy products from 

the Best Choice® family of brands at your 

favorite local grocer and save the UPC 

(proof of purchase) from the product’s 

label. Deshler Lutheran School will earn 

$30 in cash for each bundle of 1,000 

UPCs collected and mailed to Best Choice 

Save-A-Label. Our collection jar for the 

UPC labels is located in the coatroom.  

Available 
In the Narthex –  
Sunday Bulletins, Pastor Brian’s Daily  
Devotions (Located in the Plastic Holder 
next to the Mailboxes), My Devotions, 
Portals of Prayer, Life Date, Faith Mentor 
Info, Hand Sanitizer, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.stpeterdeshler/
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Are You on Facebook? - Check out the 

St. Peter, Faith, and DLS Facebook 

pages, like, and follow them to get updates 

on your feed. We are continuing to find 

ways to encourage the body of Christ in 

the technology world. 

 
 
Video of Services - A DVD of each 
Sunday service is available in the white 
basket on the mailbox shelf after each 
service. All videos are available for 
anyone to take home, watch, and return.  
 

 

Joseph - Bible Study Faith Lutheran 

Hebron - Joseph’s story is filled with family 

conflict, betrayal, temptation, forgiveness 

and redemption. All along the way, we see 

God at work. Everyone is invited to join us 

for a light meal and study.  Watch the 

calendar for monthly dates.  
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Join us for the 40 Day Red Letter Challenge. Below you will find a schedule with the days and pages to 
read in the Red-Letter Challenge book, which is available at church. We encourage you to do the reading 
each day and find time during the week to discuss it with someone else. May it be a blessing as the Lord 
grows you. 
 

Day Pages Day Pages 

Sunday, February 19  p. 14-16 Thursday, March 16 p. 162-167 

Monday, February 20 p. 23-28 Friday, March 17 p. 168-171 

Tuesday, February 21 p. 32-35 Saturday, March 18 p. 172-179 

Wednesday, February 22 p. 36-39 Sunday, March 19 p. 180-185 

Thursday, February 23 p. 40-43 Monday, March 20 p. 186-191 

Friday, February 24 p. 44-47 Tuesday, March 21 p. 192-197 

Saturday, February 25 p. 48-53 Wednesday, March 22 p. 198-203 

Sunday, February 26 p. 54-59 Thursday, March 23 p. 204-209 

Monday, February 27 p. 60-63 Friday, March 24 p. 210-215 

Tuesday, February 28 p. 64-69 Saturday, March 25 p. 216-223 

Wednesday, March 1 p. 70-75 Sunday, March 26 p. 224-229 

Thursday, March 2 p. 76-79 Monday, March 27 p. 230-235 

Friday, March 3 p. 80-85 Tuesday, March 28 p. 236-241 

Saturday, March 4 p. 86-93 Wednesday, March 29 p. 242-247 

Sunday, March 5 p. 94-99 Thursday, March 30 p. 248-253 

Monday, March 6 p. 100-105 Friday, March 31 p. 254-257 

Tuesday, March 7 p. 106-111 Saturday, April 1 p. 257-263 

Wednesday, March 8 p. 112-117 Sunday, April 2 p. 264-269 

Thursday, March 9 p. 118-123   

Friday, March 10 p. 124-129   

Saturday, March 11 p. 130-137   

Sunday, March 12 p. 138-143   

Monday, March 13 p. 144-149   

Tuesday, March 14 p. 150-155   

Wednesday, March 15 p. 156-161   
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