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Greetings to 

you in the 

name of our 

risen Lord and 

Savior Jesus 

Christ, 

 

 

I can remember when Bo Pelini 

was let go as the football coach of 

Nebraska there was some 

discussion about whether that was 

a good move or not. There were 

people who were upset and 

frustrated by his tirades on the 

sidelines and some comments 

made off the field. From a football 

side, one of the main criticisms 

was that he just couldn’t win the 

big game. The team won 9-11 

games under him consistently, but 

he just couldn’t seem to pull off 

that big game when they really 

needed it. He maintained a good 

program with lots of wins, but the 

university felt like they needed to 

evaluate the program and go with 

someone else and now Nebraska 

has Mike Riley as its coach. They 

felt like it was time for a fresh start 

and get out of the rut that the 

program was in.  

 

You are probably curious as to 

why I am talking about Bo Pelini 

and Nebraska football. It is an 

understandable question. 

Sometimes I think the church can 

fall into a bit of a rut. Too often the 

church finds itself simply 

maintaining what is going on. 

Sure, the things we are doing are 

good. Just like a good regular 

season and a good amount of wins 

is good for Nebraska. But I know 

the fans and the university want 

more than that. They want to be 

competing for and winning 

national championships like it was 

back in the 90's. As a church, we 

want to be out seeking for lost 

souls. Trying to simply maintain 

what we are doing can lead to 

complacency within the church 

and can make us forget what we 

are to be about and that is sharing 

the love and mercy of Christ with 

others. 

 

Evaluating something is a concept 

we actually find in Scripture. The 

children of Israel were preparing to 

go into the Promised Land. Moses 

sent 12 spies into the land to check 

it out. Ten of the twelve spies 

came back with a bad report and 

said it was too difficult. Only two 

(Joshua and Caleb) came back and 

reported that the LORD was on 

their side and they should go take 

the land. The people listened to the 

ten and they faced the 

consequences. We have a 

community here in Deshler where 

there are people in need and people 

we can minister to and reach out 

to. What will our attitude be like? 

Are we going to come back like 

the 10 spies and say there is no 

way we can reach our community? 

Are we going to say that it is too 

tough? Or, do we have confidence 

to know that the Lord can do 

anything and with His strength and 

help, we can reach our community 

with the love of Jesus. 

 

My prayer is that each and every 

one of us would take a good hard 

look at the needs of our 

community. I pray that we would 

take a look at what we can do as 

individuals and as a congregation 

to bring the healing message of the 

Gospel to those around us who are 

hurting. If you have ideas of how 

we can reach those in our 

community with the love of Jesus, 

please talk to me sometime. I 

would love to hear about and 

explore some different ways to 

reach people with the Gospel 

message. I pray that the Holy 

Spirit continues to guide us and 

open our eyes to see the mission 

field that is before us here in 

Deshler and our surrounding area. 

 

Until the whole world hears, 

 

Pastor Brian  
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Official Acts  
 

3-29-2015 ................... Received as  

communicant members through 

the rite of confirmation: 

             Leah Jo Schmidt 

Hutch Gordon Finke 

 

4-12-2015 .......................................  

 Baptism of Chase Robert 

 Laaker 

4-13-2015 .......................................  

 Release of membership for 

 Melvin Jantz 

 

We welcome Chase Robert Laaker 

into our church family. Chase is 

pictured with his parents Scott and 

Roberta, brothers Colt (age 8), 

Cooper (age 6) and Casey (age 1). 

Chase’s sponsors are Matt & Leisa 

Bohling and Lee & Jessica Bliss. 

The Lutheran Hour 
 

 

You can tune into The Lutheran 

Hour Sundays on these stations:  

KFAB 1110 AM. . . . . . . 6:30 a.m. 

 KOIL 1290 AM . . . . . . . 7:00 a.m. 

 KMMJ 750 AM . . . . . . . 7:00 a.m. 

  (Grand Island) 

 KOIL 1290 AM . . . . . . . 7:05 a.m. 

  (Omaha) 

WIBW 580 AM. . . . . . . .7:30 a.m.  

 (Topeka) 

or anytime during the week at       

www.lutheranhour.org 
 

May 3 "You Can Live a 

Meaningful Life" 
Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 

A life that is meaningful is one that 

is connected to Jesus. 

(John 15:1-8) 
 

May 10"Relentless Compassion" 
Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 

God's love excludes no one. 

(Acts 10:34-38) 
 

May 17 "Without a Fight or a 

Prayer" 
Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 

Jesus prays for us because He 

knows we are vulnerable and need 

protection from a world that seeks 

to steal us away from God. 

(John 17:11-19) 
 

May 24 "Power Connection" 
Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 

Pentecost is a day to celebrate 

God's gift of the Holy Spirit as 

Counselor and Comforter, sent by 

Jesus to bless you! 

(John 15:26-27, 16:14-15) 
 

May 31 "Enough Is Enough" 
Speaker: Rev. Ken Klaus                 

God shows grace to sinners but His 

patience has its limits.  

(2 Peter 3:9-10) 

Letter from our 

Missionaries 
 

Dear Saints at St. Peter, 
 

Praise be to our Lord Jesus Christ 

for your generous gift given again 

this year to His mission here in 

northern Ghana. We thank you so 

very much for your continued 

interest in and support of this 

work! 
 

As we write to you, we are in 

Gbintiri, a very small village of the 

Koniba tribe. Here there are 17 

men going through classes that 

will lead to ordination. Your gifts 

have made this possible to happen. 

It is our prayer that many might 

come to know the love of God in 

Christ through their words. God 

bless them and you, as well, to that 

purpose. 
 

Please continue to keep this work 

in your prayers and be sure that we 

are praying for your witness to 

Christ. 
 

We commend you to Christ.  
 

Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster 

 Your missionaries in Ghana, 

 West Africa 

 

Thank You Note 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Thank you for your continued 

support of our agency. The 176 

pounds of food you donated were a 

huge blessing to our food pantry! 

 

With your continued help, we can 

continue to serve those who are 

hungry and in need throughout 

Thayer County. 

 

Sincerely, 

Ryan Bailey, CCAP 

Blue Valley Community Action 

http://www.lutheranhour.org/
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Thank You Note 
 

Dear Members of St. Peter,  

 I am thanking God this morning 

for you, for your concern for those 

who come to Hope Pregnancy 

Center, as shown by your generous 

donation of $682.04 (change for 

Life Baby Bottle Fund Raiser). As 

director I am so grateful when I 

know there is enough funds to 

operate. We have added DVDs by 

Chip Ingram and Ted Tripp, all 

with strong Biblical emphasis. 

 Our greatest need continues to 

be for godly, prolife/profamily, 

dependable mentors (we offer 

training) and Board Members who 

want the best for Hope Pregnancy 

Center. My devotions this morning 

reminded me that “a spiritual gift 

is given to each of us so we can 

help each other,” (not for our own 

selfish use). 1 Corinthians 12:7 & 

context 

 It is our hope that all we do at 

HPC will glorify God. Thank you 

for blessing us! 

Janice Reinke, Director 

 

Deshler Lutheran 

School Board Meeting 

Minutes 2-16-2015 
 

Opening 

The regular meeting of the Deshler 

Lutheran School Board was called 

to order at 7:30 p.m. on February 

16, 2015. 

Pastor BJ opened with devotion. 

 

Present 

Rick Stengel, Pastor BJ Fouts,  

Darin Jalas,  Dale Endorf, Audra 

Capek, Dan Deardoff, Pastor Brian 

Francik, Karla Deepe. No visitors. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

The agenda was approved as 

presented. 

Approval of Minutes 

January minutes were approved as 

presented. 

 

Approval of Treasurer Report 

General Fund balance: $33,919.14. 

Needs Fund balance: $9,685.16. 

Motion by Darin to approve 

Treasurer’s report, second by 

Audra. Motion carried. 

 

Trustees 
Reminder to trustees to check 

snow removal schedules. Tyler to 

install wired doorbells at two 

entrances – main and kitchen. 

 

FOS 

Winners of the Chili Cook-Off 

sponsored by the FOS were Sharon 

Reinke, Mike Holtzen and Bev 

Harms. The event was successful. 

The Scholastic Book Fair is 

scheduled for the first week of 

March. The Bingo Night will be 

held on March 1
st
 from 4-6 pm. 

Annual Skating Party will be 

March 22
nd

 in Beatrice. 

 

Church Council & Pastors 

Nothing to report on at this time 

 

Administration 

Dan reported that the Hot Lunch 

Balance was $358.94.   

 

Old Business 

St. Peter has final premium 

amounts for insurance and will 

send a bill to the school for their 

portion. 

New credit card for school should 

be coming.   

All “Intent to Return” forms have 

been returned except one. 

 

New Business 

None 

 

Dates to Remember 

March 16th –DLS Board Meeting 

– 8:00 p.m.  

 

Motion made by Rick Stengel to 

adjourn; seconded by Darin.  

Motion carried.   

 

Karla Deepe 

Secretary 

 

Deshler Lutheran 

School Board Meeting 

Minutes 3-16-2015 
 

The regular monthly meeting of 

the Deshler Lutheran School Board 

was called to order by President 

Werner at 8:10 p.m. 

 

Those present were Pastor Brian 

Francik, Pastor B.J. Fouts, Allen 

Werner, Dan Deardoff, Darin 

Jalas, Jamie Harms, Audra Capek, 

Rick Stengel and Russ Reinke.  

 

Those absent were Dale Endorf, 

Tyler Harms and Karla Doering. 

 

Opening devotions were given by 

Jamie Harms. 

 

The agenda was approved as 

presented. 

 

There were no visitors. 

 

No minutes were presented. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

The treasury report was submitted. 

Discussion was held regarding a 

discrepancy of the monthly amount 

contributed by each congregation. 

It was determined that the correct 

amount is $14,269.38 for St. Peter 

and $8745.75 for Trinity. There is 

to be communication to the 

churches to reconcile back to 

January 1. A motion was made by 

Darin and seconded by Rick to 

approve the treasury report. 

Motion carried. 

 

Trustees – no report 
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FOS – skating party scheduled for 

March 22 

 

Pastors and Council 

Pastor Brian reported on the new 

insurance carrier and the quarterly 

amount due will be $1172 for an 

annual savings of $3200. 

Also it was mentioned that the 

roofing contractor for St. Peter’s is 

to donate a certain amount back to 

the school. Rick made a motion 

and Darin seconded to put this 

money in to the Needs account. 

Motion carried. 

Pastor B.J. – nothing to report. 

 

Administration 

Dan reported the hot lunch 

program to have a balance of 

$1019.52. 

 

Old Business 

The status of calling a 1
st
 and 2

nd
 

grade teacher was discussed. It was 

decided to recommend to the 

Association to call Rachel with 

Jennifer as an alternate at a 

compensation rate of 95% as 

calculated for the current staffing. 

The Association meeting will be 

scheduled for Monday the 23
rd

 at 

7:30 p.m. Motion was made by 

Russ and seconded by Rick. 

Motion carried. 

Thrivent money split was 

discussed. 

There was also discussion about 

hiring someone different to do our 

books. Becky Mize and Ryan 

Burger were suggestions. Allen 

was to have a further discussion 

with Becky. 

 

New Business – None 

There was a motion by Rick and a 

second by Darin to adjourn at 9:00 

p.m. Motion carried.  

Pastor B. J. held closing devotions. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Russ Reinke 

 

DLS Association Call 

Meeting 3-23-2015 
 

A special Call Meeting of the 

Deshler Lutheran School 

Association was called to order at 

7:30 p.m. on March 23, 2015 at the 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

fellowship hall.   

 

The purpose of this meeting was to 

call a new 1
st
 and 2

nd
 grade teacher 

(due to the resignation of Betty 

Messing).   

 

Pastor BJ Fouts opened with a 

devotion.   

 

DLS Board President Allen 

Werner addressed the group with 

information about interviews 

conducted with four potential 

teacher candidates. 

 

These candidates were: 

• Rachel Keinath 

• Jennifer Erickson 

• Desirae Kohmetcher  

• Kylie Betten 

 

Jennifer Erickson was removed 

from consideration when the 

committee learned that she had 

designated to another school.   

Rachel is currently teaching in 

Merrill, WI.  

Desirae is a graduate of UNK last 

December and is currently filling 

in for a teacher on leave in 

Superior.  

Kylie is a DLS graduate and will 

be graduating from Doane College 

this spring. 

 

Based on the interviews 

conducted, the board 

recommended a call be issued to 

Rachel Keinath but asked for the 

Association’s input in the event 

that the call was returned. There 

was a lengthy discussion about the 

candidates and the call process.  

Maurice Schardt made a motion to 

call Rachel Keinath, seconded by 

Rod Holtzen. A ballot vote 

resulted in 3 NO, 15 YES. Motion 

carried.   

 

Rick Stengel made a motion that if 

Rachel would decline the call, a 

contract agreement would be 

pursued with Desirae Kohmetcher. 

The motion was seconded by Andy 

Schmidt. A ballot vote resulted in 

12 YES, 5 NO. Motion carried. 

 

Andy Schmidt motioned to adjourn 

the meeting. Dale Holtzen 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Pastor Brian closed with a 

devotion. 

 

Karla Deepe 

Secretary 

 
 

Deshler Lutheran 

School . . .  
 

 

So Forgiveness May Abound 
 

This is the time of year that 

registrations come out. Schools are 

picked for the fall, and students 

gaze longingly for a summer 

vacation. That makes it the time of 

year to evaluate Deshler Lutheran 

School. 

 

It’s old; it’s established; and it has 

always just sort of has been there 

as a fixture. Is it a tradition? Is it a 

secular option for educating 

community children? Is it mine? Is 

it yours? Is it ours together? 
 

If you’re reading this in your 

church newsletter, then you have 

committed to supporting it here in 

Thayer county. You have 

purposely or incidentally led to its 

current state of success. 
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But what is the measure we should 

use to evaluate Deshler Lutheran 

School? It’s here; the church is 

here; our students are academically 

competitive in today’s world; so 

I’m done with my job. I challenge 

you to evaluate it in another way. 
 

Let’s evaluate the first two words: 

“Deshler Lutheran.” To use 

synonyms: “A place that preaches 

the Bible in Deshler.” How are we 

doing? Are the children here held 

accountable to God’s law? Are 

they daily reminded of the extra-

high standard God places on them 

and us? Most importantly: are they 

forgiven? You received this 

newsletter from church, so you 

know the importance of the 

hearing the Word and receiving the 

sacraments. All of this is to do one 

thing. Point to Christ crucified for 

our forgiveness. So, is Deshler 

Lutheran School being the church 

for our children? Are teachers 

teaching forgiveness and grace? 

Are they leading the children in 

forgiving one another? 
 

We can evaluate the last word too: 

“school.” Yes, we are an 

academically rigorous place 

creating leaders for tomorrow’s 

world. Excellent, but this world 

will fade away. Let’s always be 

evaluating for things that won’t 

fade away: Christ’s Word and His 

word of forgiveness. 
 

To Do: This month look for ways 

to extend the lesson of forgiveness 

at home. Go to your children and 

talk to them about their mistakes 

and openly forgive them. Since 

children will do as they see you, as 

parents, do, go to those who have 

wronged you and lead them to 

forgiveness and be led to 

forgiveness where you have done 

wrong. 

 

 

 

Update on DLS 1st and 

2nd Grade Position 
 

For those that were unable to make 

it to the April 12 Voters Meeting, 

it was announced that Rachel 

Keinath declined the call that we 

had extended to her. The school 

board has created and delivered a 

contract to Desirae Kohmetscher. 

We ask for your prayers for 

Desirae as she considers the 

contract that has been offered.  

 

Choir Concert 
 

Sunday May 3 will be the annual 

Choir concert here at St. Peter. It 

will be a night of praising the Lord 

through music and celebrating the 

gift of music. The concert begins 

at 7:00 with a time of refreshments 

and fellowship to follow the 

concert. Please join us for this 

amazing night of praise and bring 

friends and family to be uplifted 

and strengthened in your faith. 

 

Treats for Concert 

Reception 
 

We are looking for volunteers to 

provide two dozen treats each 

(such as cookies, etc.) for the 

reception following the choir 

concert on May 3. To volunteer 

please sign up on the bulletin 

board or call the church office. 

 

Prayer Requests 
 

We will be holding a prayer 

service once again this year on the 

National Day of Prayer. The 

service will take place on 

Thursday May 7 at 7:00 p.m. If 

you would like a request prayed 

for that night and will be unable to 

attend, please put your request into 

the box on the small table in the 

Narthex. We will pray for it that 

evening.  

 

Roof Fund 
 

Just a reminder that we will still be 

collecting donations for the roof 

fund until the end of May. Please 

remember to write roof fund on 

your envelope if you wish to make 

a donation to it. Thank you to all 

who have donated to the roof fund. 

 

Dave Ramsey’s  

Financial Peace 
 

St. Peter Lutheran will be hosting 

this series. This course will be 

facilitated by Vicar Seth of St. 

Mark in Ruskin. The classes will 

be on Sunday evenings at 6:00 

p.m. The first class will be Sunday 

May 31. If you would like to find 

out more information or to register 

for the course please contact Vicar 

Seth. You will find his information 

on the flier in your mailbox. Make 

plans to attend this class and learn 

more about how we can be good 

stewards of the financial blessings 

the Lord has given to us.  

 

Lutheran Women in 

Mission 
 

St. Peter Lutheran Women in 

Mission (LWML) will host a 

fellowship gathering with 

refreshments for all Thursday, 

May 7 following the National Day 

of Prayer service. A short meeting 

will be held after the gathering. 
 

If anyone in the congregation 

would like to take care of the 

flowers during the month of June 

or December, please sign up on the 

flower sheet located on the LWML 

table or contact Naomi Grupe.  
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Quilt Tying 2015 
 

 
 

Thank you to all who shared their 

time and talents to wrap those in 

need with love. A grand total of 

152 quilts were assembled from 

the quilt tying sessions held 

January-March. Pictured are Edna 

Moll, Joyce Schardt, Carol Sorge, 

Lois Pohlmann.  

 

May Birthdays 
 

 
 

Hannah Cooper .......................... 2 

Ava Biltoft ................................. 5 

Linda Peters ............................... 9 

Metzli Patino ............................ 10 

Glenn Sasse .............................. 10 

Andrew Schmidt ...................... 12 

Larry Plock ............................... 14 

Roger Genzmer ........................ 15 

Joseph Hansen .......................... 15 

Marlene Weideman .................. 16 

Vernal Ohlrich ......................... 17 

Louise Loontjer ........................ 18 

Marilyn Schardt ....................... 18 

Robert Houtwed ....................... 19 

Galen Sasse .............................. 20 

Mark Schardt ............................ 21 

Phinn Harms ............................. 22 

Sharon Baden ........................... 26 

Russell Genung ........................ 26 

Douglas Harms ......................... 27 

Nichole Bohling ....................... 28 

Allen Schardt ........................... 28 

Grant Hansen ........................... 31 

May Anniversaries 
 

Larry & Catherine 
Wilbeck .............................. May 6 
 48 years  
Dale & Kristina  
Wright  ................................ May 7 
 10 years 
Dale & Darlene 
Bohling ............................... May 8 
 55 years 
James & Karla 
Bohling ............................... May 9 
 34 years 
Dale & Meghan 
Endorf ............................... May 23 
 6 years 
 
Kevin & Caroll  
Genzmer ........................... May 26 
 30 years 
 

Baptism Birthdays 
 

 
 

Sandra Jorgensen ........................ 1 

Patricia Schardt ........................... 1 

Hazel Vieselmeyer ..................... 1 

Harvey Sorge .............................. 3 

Joyce Schmidt ............................. 4 

Kevin Bohling ............................ 7 

Kevin Kruse ................................ 8 

Ryan Harms .............................. 12 

Darlene Bohling ....................... 13 

Jamon Harms ............................ 13 

Jordan Harms ............................ 13 

Justus Harms ............................. 13 

Rose Plock ................................ 13 

Kassondra Shuck ...................... 14 

Lucille Heider ........................... 15 

Dylan Holle .............................. 15 

Lisa Poppe ................................ 15 

Leisa Bohling ........................... 16 

Lauren Schmidt ........................ 18 

Autumn Noojin ......................... 19 

Trevor Noojin ........................... 19 

Holden Ruhnke ......................... 19 

Christina Grace ......................... 23 

Linda Peters .............................. 23 

Louise Loontjer ........................ 25 

Glenn Sasse .............................. 26 

Confirmation 2015 

 
Hutch Finke, Pastor Brian Francik, 

Leah Schmidt  

 

LWML Spring Rally 

 

 
 

 


