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From Our Pastor 
 

Greetings to you in the name of 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 

 

This month we continue to review 

what it means to be an active 

communicant member of St Peter 

Lutheran Church. In bold you will 

find the words taken directly from 

our constitution.  

 

Communicant members are 

those: 

 

7. Who contribute regularly and 

faithfully, as God has prospered 

them, toward the building of 

Christ’s kingdom in the 

congregation and throughout 

the world.  

 

Money can be an uncomfortable 

topic for a pastor and a 

congregation to talk about. Yet, all 

throughout the Bible, there is talk 

about money. Money can be one 

of the biggest idols for people. We 

can find ourselves looking to 

money for our security instead of 

the Lord. Consider these things 

from the Bible: (1) God loves a 

cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:7). 

(2) We rob God when we don’t 

return offerings to Him (Malachi 

3:8). (3) God invites us to test Him, 

with our offerings, to see the  

 

blessings He will pour out on us 

(Malachi 3:10). (4) Our hearts 

follow where are treasures are 

found (Matthew 6:21). (5) The love 

of money is the root of all evil and 

can lead people to wander from 

the faith (1 Timothy 6:10).  

 

We are called to return to the Lord. 

Everything is His and we are called 

to use all of what He has given to 

us for His glory and the expansion 

of His kingdom. Part of 

membership is a call to give to the 

work of the kingdom regularly and 

faithfully with your money. Are you 

giving? If so, are you joyful or is it a 

chore? Could you increase it as you 

put into perspective all the 

blessings that God has given to 

you? If you aren’t giving, why not? 

Have other things become more of 

a priority? Have club sports, other 

activities, toys, and comforts taken 

priority over giving to the Kingdom 

of God? Be honest with yourself. 

Remember all the blessings God 

has given to you.  

 

8. Who devote their time and 

talents to the extension of the 

kingdom of God.  

 

Stewardship is more than just 

money. It is using everything, 

including time and talents for the  

work of the kingdom. It is taking 

time to serve in the local church. It 

 

is helping out with things on 

Sunday morning in worship. It is 

helping volunteer with events at 

Deshler Lutheran. It is finding ways 

to use your spiritual gifts. (If you 

didn’t get a chance to take our 

spiritual gifts assessment, I 

encourage you to go to our 

website and take it to learn your 

spiritual gift). There is also no 

“retirement” as a Christian. You 

may feel like you have put in your 

time and someone else can do it 

now, but the body of Christ still 

needs you. The body of Christ 

needs encouragement and wisdom 

and involvement from people of all 

ages. If you aren’t involved in 

serving in some aspect within our 

congregation, please find a way. If 

you are unsure what you can do, 

please come and talk to me. We 

will get you connected. If you have 

an idea for service, I would love to 

hear about it. Maybe you have 

tried to volunteer in some way in 

the past and you were hurt or 

burned by someone. Please don’t 

give up. We are all sinners who fall 

short. Extend forgiveness to the 

person. And please consider 

serving once again. The kingdom 

and the body of Christ need your 

time and talents.  

 

In Christ, the healer of the hurting, 

Pastor Brian 

 

mailto:stpeterdeshler@gmail.com
mailto:deshlerluth@gpcom.net
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Official Acts 
 

5-10-2021 ....... Funeral & Burial Service 

for Delbert Holtzen 

5-5-2021 - Date of Death     Age - 82 
 

The Lutheran Hour 

Anytime at www.lutheranhour.org 
 

Sunday mornings:  

6:30 KFAB Omaha 1110 AM  

7:30 WIBW Topeka 580 AM  

8:00 BOTT North Platte 107.9 FM  

10:00 KRVN Lexington 880 AM 
 

Any Day-Any Time 

You can listen to past Lutheran Hour 

broadcasts online at 

www.lutheranhour.org 
 

June 6 

"Out of the Depths" 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Jason Broge 

When our words fail us, we find 

God's word of promise in the words 

of Psalm 130. (Psalm 130) 
 

June 13 

"Cleary Christian: Good" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

Many think they know what 

Christianity is all about, but Dr. 

Michael Zeigler asks, what if what 

they think it is, it isn't? 
 

June 20 

"Clearly Christian: Spiritual" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

God is above all, but that doesn't 

mean material "stuff" is somehow 

beneath Him. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

talks about the unique nature of 

Christian spirituality. (Genesis 1:31) 
 

June 27 

"Clearly Christian: Judgmental" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

(Matthew 7:1-5) 
 

St. Peter Financial Update 
As of May 23, 2021 (21 Sundays) 

General Budget 

Offerings Received               109,171.76 

Offerings Budgeted              145,317.06 

Difference                              -36,145.30 
 

Missions-Nebraska District Support 

Goal                                          2,692.00 

Received                                   2,290.00 

Difference                                 - 402.00 

RightNow Media 

Spotlight “Road Trip to 

Truth” by John Fabarez 
Take a 2000 year old question, throw 

in a mix of Gen Z college students, a 

healthy serving of experts, a dash of 

animation, and what do you get? 

Road Trip to Truth, a series that 

seeks to teach us that the answers to 

life's biggest questions are never 

that far off. Join host John Fabarez 

on his journey to find answers on the 

topics of evolution, depression, the 

reliability of the Bible, the existence 

of God, the veracity of the Bible, and 

of course, truth itself. Be careful, 

though. This is not a trip to 

grandma’s house. There’s a risk to 

taking this road trip. It may cause 

you to change your mind! So buckle 

up, grab your favorite gas station 

snacks, and prepare yourself for 

every twist and turn on Road Trip to 

Truth. 

If you haven’t gotten connected to 

Right Now Media, please contact 

Todd Voss or Pastor Brian and they 

will send you an email invite.  

 

Summer Open 

Forums  
 

We invite you to join us after church 

this summer for our open forums on 

different parts of ministry here at St 

Peter. If you can’t make it on a 

Sunday, we encourage you to fill out 

an open forum form either on paper 

or you can fill it out online by going 

to our church website. These are 

opportunities for you to share your 

thoughts on where we are at as a 

congregation and where we see the 

Lord leading us. June schedule:  
 

   June 6: Education (Kids and Adults) 

   June 13: Sunday Worship 

   June 20: Fellowship/Life Together 

   June 27: Deshler Lutheran School 
 

If you have any questions, contact 

Pastor Brian. We hope to see you 

there.  

Agape Readers Book 

Group 
We will meet on June 14 @ 7:00pm 

to discuss “Defying Jihad” by Esther 

Ahmad & Craig Borlase. We invite all 

who enjoy reading to join us for an 

encouraging and equipping evening 

of discussion. The book list for the 

second half of the year can be found 

on the bulletin board.  

 

VBS Registration 
 

July 12-16 

5:30-8:30pm 

Deshler Lutheran School 
 

Registration sheets are in the 

Narthex. We invite all kids ages 3 - 

completed 6th grade to join us for 

Rocky Railway. Please return 

registration sheets to church by 

Monday, June 7. If you have any 

questions, please contact Lynn 

Bohling (402-469-1302) or Pastor 

Brian.  

 

VBS Prep Meeting  
We will be having a VBS preparation 

meeting for all volunteers on 

Thursday, June 10 at 7:00pm in the 

mother’s room. Thank you to all of 

those who have volunteered so far. If 

you would like to help be part of 

VBS, we invite you to join us for this 

meeting and discover how you can 

be a part of VBS this year. 

 

Potluck and Praise in the 

Park (Triple P) - June 27  

Our next Triple P will be Sunday, 

June 27 from 5:30pm – 7:30pm at 

the Deshler City Park. We will eat at 

6:00pm. Please bring your own table 

settings and drinks and some food 

to share with the group. We will have 

some worship songs playing as we 

have another opportunity to build 

and strengthen relationships within 

the body of Christ. Feel free to bring 

lawn chairs, any lawn games, and 

enjoy a great night together.  

http://www.lutheranhour.org/
http://www.lutheranhour.org/
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St. Peter Annual 

Voters Meeting 

April 18, 2021 
 

The St. Peter Lutheran Church 

quarterly voters meeting was called 

to order by President Steve Harms at 

10:57 a.m. on Sunday April 18, 2021. 

Pastor Francik opened with a prayer. 
 

Secretary’s Report 

Motion made by Doug Harms & 

seconded by Scott Laaker to accept 

the annual meeting minutes. There 

was no discussion and the motion 

passed. 
 

Pastor’s Report 

Pastor Francik went over the official 

acts from the 1
st
 Quarter. 

Membership loss through transfer 

was Kelli, Conner, & Lakin Schardt to 

Faith Lutheran (LCMS) Hebron. 

Membership gains through 

Confirmation were Campbell 

Bohling, Kinzley Bohling, Hayden 

Calkins, Reese Harms, & Colt Laaker. 

Membership as of March 31, 2021 is 

as follows - 291 Baptized, 247 

Confirmed, & 222 voting members.  
 

Pastor Francik talked about the 

following subjects 

 A letter was sent to long time 

inactive members asking them to 

contact the congregation if they still 

wanted to be members & give a 

reason 

 Went over the Membership 

Teaching Preparation in 2021 sheet 

(attached) which has monthly items 

that will be discussed at voters 

meetings & in newsletters 

 Clear position descriptions are 

being developed for every position. 

This will help newly elected people 

along with existing members 

understand the responsibilities  

 Pastor decided during the 

pandemic not to wear his robe & will 

continue the practice 
 

Elders’ Report  

John Noojin reported that the elders 

are updating the Churches COVID 

plan & Church cancellation policies. 

Communion will resume to the 

normal procedure but will still 

include pre-packaged communion 

wafers/wine.  
 

Round tables for coffee fellowship 

will return  
 

Trustees’ Report 

The following items were presented 

by Tim Pohlmann  

 Fire extinguishers were inspected  

 Locks on North doors will be 

 looked at  

 The transmission on the Honda 

 lawn mower has gone out & will 

 cost more to fix than replace 

 (New Business) 

 The switch in the robe closet will 

 be looked at 

 Carpet outside of the South 

 doors needs to be looked at  

 Glass on the North door is 

 cracked 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

 Offerings for the YTD 2021 are 

off $23,649.25 from budget. 

Attached is a spreadsheet listing of 

offering receipts for various weeks 

for the past couple of years. 
 

The balances in the various balance 

sheet accounts as of March 31, 2021: 

General Fund $31,423.69 

Scholarship Fund $4,218.68 

Building Fund $11,292.59 

Building Fund Sound System Balance 

$0.00 

Building Fund Lillich Landscaping 

Balance $300.00 

Building Fund Screen Balance 

$569.60 

Building Fund Lights Balance 

$1,465.03 

Cemetery Fund $14,929.05 
 

School Board Report 

Todd Voss went over DLS activities  

 School Year is down to the final 4 

weeks. Very thankful that we were 

able to make the full year in person  

 Many events have happened in 

the last quarter & more to come 

before the end of the year 

1. Book Fair, Bingo, VIP Chapel –    

 online Views from Australia  

2. K-4 Musical 3/19 “The Good 

 Shepherd” (Live stream & in 

 person) 

3. K Chapel (2/11), First & Second 

 Chapel (4/15), 7 & 8
th

 chapel 3/25 

 (Lazarus)  

4. Speech Contest – 4 students to 

 District Topic was “Our State—

 What Makes Nebraska Great!” 

 Jordan qualifies for state May 12 

5. Seventh & Eighth graders have a 

 role in the High School Musical  

6. 7-8
th

 Class trip to Omaha  

7. May 7
th 

Play Day, May 14
th

 8
th

 

 Grade Graduation (6 graduates) 

8. ESU 6 – sponsored STEM 

 sessions. Will be offering them in 

 grades 3-8 next year 

9. Thrivent Grant - Building a 

 Biblical World-View on Life & 

 Marriage – Gift bag with two 

 books: “Alive Before You Were 

 Born—God’s Gift of Life” and “A 

 Child’s First Book about 

 Marriage—God’s Way is Always 

 Best” 

10. Qualified for Emergency 

 Assistance for Non Public Schools 

11. New family moving in next year  

  (4 students) 

12. Recruitment video produced 

13. Thrivent Grant – LED lights for 

 school 

14. 1:00pm FOS meeting today 

 (4/18) to discuss the Nov. 13
th

 

 Auction 

15. Received a very nice letter from a 

 Tie Blanket recipient. The tie 

 blankets were made during a 

 service event during National 

 Schools Week.  
 

Cemetery Report 

None 
 

OLD BUSINESS  

Memorial Fund – With the new 

procedure, all memorials will be 

given directly to the family. If the 

family wants to give the money to St.  

Peter, they will need to sign it back 

over.  

Conventions – All conventions will be 

delayed one year (District & 

Synodical). The district convention 

will be June 24-25, 2022 in Kearney. 



4 

St. Peter Annual 

Voters Minutes, 

Continued 
 

NEW BUSINESS  

Lawn Mower – It will cost more to fix 

than replace the lawn mower as the 

transmission went out. The cost of a 

new one is $800-$900. Motion made 

by Troy Hanson to replace it. 

Seconded by Tim Pohlmann. Motion 

carried.  
 

Steve Harms made a motion to 

adjourn, John Noojin seconded the 

motion. Motion passed. 
 

Mark Varner 
 

Recording Secretary  

 

Membership Teaching 

Preparation in 2021  

(Attachment referred to in Pastor’s 

Report in the annual meeting 

minutes) 

 

Purpose: Strengthening the local 

church in a post-quarantine world 

and teaching about the importance, 

as a Christian, of being an active 

member of a local church.  

 

Timeline: 

 

March 

Brief letter to the congregation 

giving an overview for the year in 

regards to teaching about 

membership. 

Weekly “one another” blurbs in the 

announcement sheet 

 

April  

Newsletter Article Focusing on items 

1-3 of Communicant Membership at 

St Peter 

(End of the month) Letter to some 

inactives asking to contact the 

congregation if they want to remain 

members and give a reason.  

Weekly “one another” blurbs in the 

announcement sheet 

Topic at Voters Meeting 

May 

Newsletter Article Focusing on items 

4-6 of Communicant Membership at 

St Peter 

Weekly “one another” blurbs in the 

announcement sheet 

 

June   

Newsletter Article Focusing on items 

7-8 of Communicant Membership at 

St Peter 

Weekly “one another” blurbs in the 

announcement sheet 

 

July  

Newsletter Article Focusing on items 

9-10 of Communicant Membership 

at St Peter 

Weekly “one another” blurbs in the 

announcement sheet 

Topic at Voters Meeting 

 

August   

Letter to congregation previewing 

Fall Sunday morning Bible Study 

series on being a member of a local 

church 

Letter to more inactives about the 

importance of getting back together 

and becoming active 

Weekly “one another” blurbs in the 

announcement sheet 

 

September 

Membership series on Sunday 

mornings 

Weekly “one another” blurbs in the 

announcement sheet 

 

October  

Membership series on Sunday 

mornings 

Weekly “one another” blurbs in the 

announcement sheet 

Topic at Voters Meeting 

 

November  

Membership series on Sunday 

mornings 

Weekly “one another” blurbs in the 

announcement sheet 

Letter about blank slate  

 

December 

Membership series on Sunday 

mornings 

Weekly “one another” blurbs in the 

announcement sheet 

 

January 

Everyone starts with a blank slate, 

begin to track church attendance 

and after one month begin to reach 

out to those who haven’t been here 

during the month (Possibly look at 

attendance cards) 

Recommitment to membership at St 

Peter?  

 

Obstacles: 

 

Making people angry or upset 

Local connections run deep and 

family members might be upset or 

hurt. 

 

Accountability 

In what regards will members be 

held accountable?  

Church attendance? (#4 in 

constitution)  

Contribute regularly and faithfully?  

(#7)  

Devoting time and talents to 

extending the kingdom (#8) 

Submitting to the body in regards to 

correction? (#9)  

Who does it and how?  

 

Sentimentality 

People feeling like they want to be 

members simply for sentimental 

reasons (parents, grandparents were 

members) 

 

Gathering Information 

There are still people we are having a 

difficult time tracking down 

information for. Working together to 

get information. 

 

People not reading the 

information/taking part in 

opportunities 

The reality is people don’t read 

letters or newsletter articles/ 

announcement sheets/letters in the 

mail. They don’t come to Bible 

Studies or voters meetings. Then 

what?  

 

Other obstacles? 
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Membership Teaching 

Preparation in 2021, 

Continued 
 

ARTICLE IV Membership  

(Taken from page 4 of the St. Peter 

Constitution and Bylaws) 
 

B. Communicant Membership 

Communicant members are those: 

1.  Who are baptized in the name of 

 God the Father, Son, and Holy 

 Ghost, and have been received by 

 the rite of confirmation, or by 

 profession of faith 

2.  Who accept all canonical books of 

 the Old and New Testaments as 

 the only divine rule and standard 

 of faith and life;                             

3.  Who are familiar at least with 

 Luther’s Small Catechism and 

 declare their acceptance of it; 

4.  Who attend divine services 

 faithfully; 

5.  Who lead Christian lives and do 

 not live in manifest works of the 

 flesh (Galatians 5:19-21); 

6.  Who partake of the Lord’s Supper 

 frequently after their 

 confirmation; 

7.  Who contribute regularly and 

 faithfully, as God has prospered 

 them, toward the building of 

 Christ’s kingdom in the 

 congregation and throughout the 

 world; 

8.  Who devote their time and talents 

 to the extension of the kingdom 

 of God; 

9.  Who submit to fraternal 

 admonition and correction when 

 they have erred; 

10. Who are not members, affiliates, 

 or supporters of secret societies 

 or other organizations conflicting 

 with the Word of God.  
 

 

Deshler Lutheran 

School Board 

Minutes 4/19/2021 
 

Attendance:  Todd Voss, Scott 

Laaker, Kolby Finke, Jeremy Schardt, 

Pastor Francik, Galen Sasse, Tyler 

Harms, Shannon LeFave 
 

Visitors: Rachel McCown 
 

Todd Voss opened with devotion 
 

Meeting agenda approved as 

presented 
 

March minutes approved as 

corrected 
 

Treasurer's Report:  April Balance: 

General Balance $10,738.73 

Hot Lunch $5,346.54; Chapel 

$1,379.39; Needs $57,313.94; Flex CD 

$6,396.79; LCMS Endowment Fund 

$7,268.91; Lutheran Church 

Extension Fund $41,624.00. Motion 

to approve by Kolby, 2nd by 

Shannon. Motion carried. 
 

Trustee Report: Need to get 

mowing schedule. Ceiling in the 

5th/6th room.                                                   
 

Pastors’ Reports: None 
 

Administrator’s Report: 

1.  Great turn out for the K-4 Musical. 

 Thanks to Shamlynn for live 

 streaming the musical. 

2.  Kindergarten Round-up Mar. 22 

 Four students for the next year, 

 plus an additional student in the 

 1st/2nd grade class. 

3.  7th/8th Grade Chapel March 

 25, great job. 

4.  5-8 Speech Contest March 26 

 7th/8th Results: Jordan L. 1
st
, 

 Jocelyn B. 2
nd

, Alex W. Alt 

 5th/6th Results: Lainey V. 1
st
, 

 Grady H. 2
nd

, Cooper L. Alt 

 Jordan won District Competition. 
5.  1st/2nd grade chapel April 15. 

6.  Thanks Julene S. for the gift 

 bags with the Pro-Life message,   

 A Child's View of Marriage. A 

 Thrivent card was used to 

 purchase the materials.                                 

7.  Midwest Bank employees talked 

 with the Kindergarten class about 

 savings. 

8.  NWEA MAP testing April 26-30. 

9.  2021-22 registration due May 1. 

10. Marketing filming date April 29. 

11. 7th/8th class trip to the Lincoln/ 

 Omaha area. 
 

Old Business:   

A.  Great Plains ran new fiber in the 

 school.                                                                                                   

B.  CEI security system is still waiting 

 to be installed.                                         

C.  Space Maker- ESU program 

 Wednesdays Nov-Dec & Jan-Feb 

 9-11am two six-week sessions for 

 3rd-8th grade classes for STEM 

 instruction from ESU. The cost is 

 $1000 for both sessions. 

D.  Doors- New Quote, the doors will 

 be installed as soon as received 

 by the vendor. Awaiting Quote 

 for classroom doors. 

E.  LED lights, South Awning- 

 Summer projects. 

G.  Call process- Tabled. 
 

New Business: 

A.  EANS- Have a meeting on 

 Wednesday, April 21 to see what 

 we are going to receive.  

B.  Play Day May 7 - Sign-up sheet 

     Ground prep May 6 @ 7pm 

C.  8
th

 Grade Graduation May 14. 

 Parent meeting April 21. Pastor 

 Flores is the graduation speaker.  

D.  Motion to allow kids and staff to 

 not wear masks at DLS, but will 

 be required for shared services 

 and while on the busses to take 

 effect on April 26. Outside visitors 

 will still be required to wear 

 masks while @ DLS. Motion by 

 Kolby, 2
nd

 by Scott. Motion 

 carried. 

E.  Auction November 13, 2021 
 

Dates to remember: 

A.  5/6 Play Day ground prep 

B.  5/7 Play Day @ Friedensau 

C.  4/14 8
th

 Grade Graduation @           

 7pm 

D.  5/17 May board meeting @ 

 8pm- Devotion Mike H. 
 

Adjournment: Motion by Galen and 

seconded by Kolby. Motion carried. 
 

Closing prayer by Pastor Francik 
 

Submitted by Scott Laaker 
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Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League  

Minutes May 6, 2021 
 

 
Eight members, Pastor Brian and 

guest Laurie Koester met for our 

LWML meeting after the National 

Day of Prayer Service. Mites were 

gathered and lunch was served by 

hostesses Ellen Schmidt and Lois 

Pohlmann. 
 

Pastor Brian opened the meeting 

with prayer. 
 

President Lois thanked: 

Anita, for presenting the 

Confirmands with cards and gifts. 

Joyce, for organizing our quilt tying 

days. 

Everyone who helped with church 

cleaning. 

Pat, for writing the minutes from 

the March meeting. 

We also received a thank you from 

the Orphan Grain Train for the  
$175.00 for shipping that we sent 

them. 
  

Minutes from the last meeting were 

approved and will be placed on file. 
 

The treasurer’s report was approved 

and will be placed on file. 
 

Joyce reported that a total of 77 

quilts were completed this quilting 

season. 
 

A motion was made by Anita, 

seconded by Colleen and carried to 

raise the amount of our Camperships 

to $150.00. 
 

We discussed the No-Cost Garage 

Sale to be held June 5. The way we 

have done it in the past seems to 

work well so we decided to continue 

to do it as we have been. Details will 

be in the bulletin and in your 

mailboxes. Pastor Brian will check on 

Arch books and crafts. He’ll use a 

Thrivent grant to cover expenses. 

Colleen volunteered to ask Linda 

Peters about ideas for a craft. Sheryl 

will order disposable diapers to be 

given out the day of the sale. 
 

Meeting adjourned. 
 

Secretary, 

Bev Harms 

 

From Our Missionary  

Rev. Dale Kaster . . . 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Saint Paul instructed the Ephesians, 

writing, "it says, 'When he ascended 

on high he led a host of captives, 

and he gave gifts to men.'" (Eph. 4:8 

ESV) Those gifts include the many 

callings to proclaim the Word of 

Christ to the sin-captive world. By 

that Word, sinners are set free and 

sin, death, and Satan have become 

the captives. This is the joy that the 

ascension of our Lord elicits from us. 
 

We thank you for being a part of the 

proclamation of that Word. Your 

support enables us to live and work 

in the Czech Republic. And your 

prayers come before the Father on 

account of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Please, pray that the hearts of Czechs 

might be softened by the work of 

the Holy Spirit. And pray that we 

might be one of the many gifts that 

the risen and ascended Lord gives to 

glorify His name. 
 

We commend you to the Lord, 

Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster 

Your Missionaries to the Czech 

Republic   
 

"The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it 

has feet, it runs after me; it has 

hands, it lays hold of me."  

Dr. Martin Luther 
 

Address in the Czech Republic 

Bubenečská 365/41 

Praha 6  160 00 

Czech Republic 
 

Prague Phone: +420 607 645 218 

What's App Number: 904 509 0274 

 

 
 

LCMS Stewardship 

Ministry   
Luke 14:19 – “And another said, ‘I 

have bought five yoke of oxen, 

and I go to examine them. Please 

have me excused.’ ” The things of 

this world tempt us to cast aside the 

things of God. The things of this 

world demand our attention, time, 

finances, etc. But Jesus invites us to 

the feast – what could be more 

important than this gracious 

invitation? Today’s parable invites us 

to examine our own priorities and 

attempted excuses and then to come 

home to the Lord in humble 

repentance. 

 

Religious Greeting 

ards Available 
 

Religious wedding, birthday, 

aniversary and sympathy cards are 

available in the Narthex.   

 

Upcoming Dates at 

Deshler Lutheran 

School   
 

July 12-16 

 Vacation Bible School @ DLS 

 

August 16 

 Back-to-School Night @ DLS 

 

August 19 

 1
st
 Day of School 
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Saturday, June 5 

St. Peter Lutheran Church 

(outdoors)  

8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  
 

(In case of inclement weather 
the sale will be held inside) 

 

It’s a garage sale, but there’s a 
catch. Everything is FREE. 
 

It’s about members of our 
church working to help others 
and show Jesus’ love to those 
in our community and the 
surrounding area. We are 
sharing items from our homes 
to help those who may need 
them.  
 

A craft activity will be available 
for children. This will be located 
just inside the church. Adults 
will help the children with the 
activity while their parents 
shop.  

 

When can I bring items? 
 Now through Friday 
 morning, June 4 @ 10:00 
 

Where do I bring items? 
 Coat room   
 

Deadline for bringing 

items?   
 10:00am Friday, June 4  
 

 
Everyone may donate items to 
this garage sale. If your 
neighbor wants to contribute, 
welcome their offer, following 
the below guidelines.  
 
Downsize, clean out, and give 
away any of the following 
 

NEW or GENTLY used 
CLEAN items: 

 
 

Baby items    
 

Clothing & shoes  

for all ages 
 

Bedding    
 

Kitchen supplies:  
utensils, dishes, 

cooking pans   

 

Small furniture 
 

 

Volunteer 

Opportunities . . .  
 

. . . Bring items (as specified 
above) to donate  
 

FRIDAY, JUNE 4 
. . . Help sort and  organize 
items on tables beginning at 
9:00 a.m. 
 

SATURDAY, JUNE 5 
. . . Help on Saturday to:  

  set up 

  work one or more shifts 

  clean up 

What times are the 

work shifts Saturday? 
 

 

CRAFT TABLE 
 

8:00-10:00 a.m. 
  SHIFT 1 - CRAFT TABLE 
 

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
  SHIFT 2 - CRAFT TABLE 
 

12:00 - 2:00 p.m. 
  SHIFT 3 - CRAFT TABLE 
 

2:00  CLEAN UP  

 
 

 

OUTSIDE 
 

General Garage Sale Help 

 
7:00-8:00 a.m. 
  SET UP OUTSIDE 
 
8:00-10:00 a.m. 
  SHIFT 1 - OUTSIDE 
 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
  SHIFT 2 - OUTSIDE 
 
12:00-2:00 p.m. 
  SHIFT 3 - OUTSIDE 
 
2:00 p.m. 
  CLEAN UP 
 

 

Signup sheets are in the 
Narthex. Please sign up (you 
may call or email the office to 
sign up) but know your help will 
be appreciated even if you 
don’t get signed up. 
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Maddyn Harms ....................................... 1 

Virgil Ralston ............................................ 4 

Ivy Harms ................................................... 5 

Eugene Mueller ....................................... 6 

Coltin Hansen .......................................... 9 

Jon Capek ............................................... 10 

Kevin Genzmer ..................................... 10 

Jocelyn Berggren ................................. 11 

Dennis Loontjer ................................... 11 

Suzanne Kaster (missionary) ........... 12 

Mary Finke ............................................. 13 

Timothy Pohlmann ............................. 14 

Gregory Hornbostel ........................... 15 

Heather Cooper ................................... 16 

Diane Schardt ....................................... 19 

Brynn Bauer ........................................... 21 

Karen Fegter .......................................... 21 

Roberta Laaker ..................................... 21 

Eric Hopken ........................................... 22 

Mark Miesner ........................................ 22 

Kent Lindenmuth ................................. 23 

Steven Harms........................................ 25 

Blake Schardt ........................................ 25 

Delbert Lemke ...................................... 26 

Dennis Schmidt .................................... 27 

Alyssa Zucker ........................................ 29 

 

 

JUNE BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

 
 

Payton Bauer ............................................ 1 

Duncan Finke ........................................... 5 

Shamlynn Francik ................................... 6 

Lacey Schmidt ......................................... 6 

Anthony Deepe ....................................... 8 

Colt Laaker ............................................. 10 

Grant Hansen ........................................ 11 

Cohen Biltoft ......................................... 14 

Graylee Meyer ...................................... 14 

Karla Bohling ......................................... 14 

Mark Schardt ........................................ 14 

Nicole Dahl ............................................ 15 

Douglas Harms .................................... 16 

Galen Sasse ........................................... 16 

Aspen Schardt ...................................... 16 

Ava Biltoft ............................................... 17 

Joseph Hansen ..................................... 17 

Allen Schardt ......................................... 17 

Bryndal Schardt.................................... 18 

Andrew Schmidt .................................. 20 

Phinn Harms .......................................... 26 

Eugene Mueller .................................... 27 

Dennis Loontjer ................................... 28 

Hannah Cooper ................................... 30 

Maddyn Harms .................................... 30 

Kent Lindenmuth................................. 30 

 

 

 
 

 

Rod & Cindy  

Watson ............................................ June 1 

 48 years 

Harvey & Marlene 

Weideman...................................... June 2 

                                     65 years 

Robert & Lorna 

Ludwig ............................................. June 5 

 61 years 

Dennis & Joyce 

Schmidt ........................................... June 8 

 53 years 

Bradley & Heather 

Cooper........................................... June 10 

 21 years 

Mark & Barbara 

Schardt .......................................... June 11 

 45 years 

Robert & Rebecca 

Reinke ............................................ June 12 

 28 years 

Harvey & Linda  

Sorge .............................................. June 18 

 54 years 

John & Autumn 

Osterhoudt .................................. June 19 

 1 year 

Victor & Carol 

Sorge .............................................. June 23 

 53 years 

Dennis & Susan 

Harms ............................................ June 24 

 43 years 

Alan & Marjorie 

Holle ............................................... June 24 

 48 years 

Scott & Marla 

Finke ............................................... June 25 

 33 years 

Larry & Nancy 

Lueders .......................................... June 30 

 43 years 
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DLS 3
rd

 & 4
th

 Grade 
 Hello! I cannot believe the school year has already been 

here and gone! The fact that we made it through the whole 

year without having to go to remote learning is a huge 

praise to God, too! We are so blessed to be able to live in 

this area!  
 

 During the last couple weeks of school, the 3
rd

 and 

4
th

 grade students presented oral book presentations to the 

class. They had a good time being able to tell us about their 

favorite books. It did not have to be a chapter book or a 

book they’ve recently read. It could have been a book their 

grandparents or parents read to them when they were little. 

We had a range of books presented from books about 

animals to books about real-life history events to a book 

about magical treehouses! The kids did a great job dressing 

up as characters, making dioramas, and even bringing in 

cookies shaped as animals!  
 

 We are all so thankful for everyone’s support and 

prayers throughout the year. We would not be here 

teaching these children about God if not for you! Thank you 

all so much and I hope you all have a blessed summer! 
 

In Christ, 

Mrs. Rachel McCown, DLS 3
rd

 &4
th

 grade teacher 
 

 
Gavin Endorf presenting as Jack from the Magic Treehouse book series 

 

From the Principal’s Desk… 
 Welcome to Summer 2021! We praise God that the 

2020-21 school year happened with students in the 

building—throughout the whole year. Amazingly, what 

seemed like might not even happen—the 20-21 school 

year—is now over. It was a challenging year, full of constant 

uncertainty; yet, it was an awesome year, full of God’s 

Blessing! Sounds like life doesn’t it? Isn’t it awesome that 

we have a God who is never changing? He is our Rock and a 

firm foundation for all that life throws our way.   
 

 The end of the year always finishes with a flurry of 

activity. Let’s look back at some of the highlights since our 

last newsletter. 

 Students enjoyed Play Day 2021 at Trinity-Friedensau on 

May 7! According to some family research done by Melinda 

Marquart, this was either the 70
th

 or 71
st
 Annual Play Day at 

Trinity-Friedensau. Wow! The event began sometime 

between 1948 and 1952. Wow! We are thankful for this fun 

DLS tradition that has been a common thread for DLS 

alumni over the course of time. We were blessed to be 

joined for the festivities by nearly forty students from 

homeschool families in Thayer, Fillmore, and York counties. 

The sanctuary was full at Trinity for Play Day Chapel. FOS 

provided us with a tasty hotdog meal and God blessed us 

with very pleasant weather. The day was overcast, dry, not 

too hot, and not too cold…all good things! Besides the 

regular events, students enjoyed the Second Annual Play 

Day Turtle Race (and first one that was not virtual) between 

our three DLS painted turtles. This year Petunia rallied to 

beat Sheldon, the defending champ, while Edwin came in 

third place. The students enjoyed picking and cheering for 

the turtle of their choice.   
 

 On May 10-11 the 7-8 grade class went on their biennial 

class trip. We decided to stay in Nebraska instead of travel 

to Kansas City, the regular location. In addition, we had a 

blast during our super busy two days. On day one, students 

enjoyed archery at Platte River State Park. Next stop was 

Top Golf in Omaha for lunch and the chance to hit some 

golf balls. Then it was off to Fontenelle Forest (Bellevue) to 

TreeRush Adventures where we spent the next three hours 

playing in the trees. Students were challenged by seven 

different elevated ropes course and zip lines in the trees of 

the forest. Even though we were in Omaha Metro area, it 

seemed like we were miles away from busy city streets.  
 

 



10 

From the Principal’s Desk…, Cont.  
After all that activity, we headed to Spaghetti Works in the 

Old Market to refuel on unlimited pasta. The House of 

Conundrum Escape Room was our next destination as 

students used their wits in a race against time to save 

President Lincoln from an assassination attempt. We still 

had enough time to visit Hollywood Candy before heading 

back to our cabin at Mahoney State Park. It was very dark 

when we arrived at our cabins. We gathered for an evening 

devotion and prayers and then were off to bed—but not 

right away of course. 😊 
 

Day 2 was action-packed as well. We fueled for that day 

with breakfast of champions at McDonald’s. Then we were 

off to the wild side as we went for a safari drive with the 

animals at the Lee G. Simons Wildlife Safari Park. We were 

there before the park opened and the animals were active 

during the cool of the morning. We enjoyed the majesty of 

God’s animal kingdom. Next, it was back to the Platte River 

State Park to climb the lookout tower, do some hiking, and 

see one of Nebraska’s natural waterfalls. We hit Runza for 

lunch. Science, engineering, and aviation were on the menu 

at our next stop—SAC Museum. Our three-hour visit 

included hands on STEM activities—a roller coaster design 

contest & paper rocket building/launch—a planetarium 

show of the heavens, a museum tour, and free time 

exploring the science center and rest of the facility. Next, we 

pointed our vehicles west and headed to Lincoln for two 

hours of fun at Urban Air, a trampoline park. Students (and 

teacher 😊) had a blast jumping, flipping, dunking, 

competing on the Battle Beam, and more. After two hours 

of Urban Air, we headed west for towards home. Our final 

stop was for supper at Wendy’s in York. We returned to DLS 

about 7:40 pm….and we went to sleep easily that night. God 

truly blessed our trip; we packed a bunch into our 37-hour 

adventure! We were thankful for all His provision and this 

wonderful opportunity! 
 

The last day of the 2020-21 year was a special day. We 

started the last day of school like we began the first day of 

school—in God’s house for Chapel. What a blessing this is! 

Chapel was awesome! I wish you could have been there to 

hear the volume level as we sang praises to God, to see our 

slide-shows 1) End of Year Slide-show, 2) 7-8 Grade Trip 

Slide-Show, and 3) 8
th

 Grade Class of 2021 Slide-Show, to 

share the laughs and the tears, and to send our 8
th

 graders 

out with the tunnel walk. It was special. 

 

That afternoon students were 

literally in for a treat! Students split 

into three multi-grade levels that 

rotated through three stations on 

forty-minute rotations. Mrs. Jarchow 

(& Mr. Jarchow 😊) served up some 

tasty Elephant Ears on the north side 

of DLS while students enjoyed playing yard games.  

Mrs. McDonald’s classroom was transformed into an Escape 

Room. Students had 30 minutes to solve the clues and crack 

the mystery. None of the three groups solved the case 

before time expired (one was very close, but needed 

another minute). The third station involved one last game of 

kickball with Mrs. Voss. It was a great way to end the 20-21 

school year. 
 

May 14 also marked the day of 8
th

 Grade Graduation for the 

Deshler Lutheran School Class of 2021. It is another special 

group. We will greatly miss the DLS Class of 2021—Reese 

Harms, Wyatt Holtzen, Colt Laaker, Jordan LeFave, Tregan 

LeFave, and Alex Wright. This group was in fourth grade 

when I arrived at DLS. Collectively, they have grown and 

matured so much since that time and it has been a joy to 

watch. I always thought this group was a little wild and 

wondered what it would be like to have them in my 

classroom. I had no idea that I would enjoy them so much! 

They really grew into a wonderful group, each with their 

own unique personality and gifts that complimented each 

other very well. They were a fun group that got along so 

well and will be missed. Our graduation service that night 

was a wonderful celebration. Tregan LeFave, the Class of 

2021 Valedictorian, gave an excellent graduation speech. 

The Class of 2021 chose and sang two great songs:  

Sanctuary and They will know we are Christians by our Love. 

I also love the Class Bible Verse they selected from 1 

Timothy 4:12: “Don’t let anyone look down on you because 

you are young, but set an example for the believers in 

speech, in life, in love, in faith, and in purity.”   

 

 
(L-R) Jordan LeFave, Reese Harms, Alex Wright, Wyatt Holtzen, Tregan 

LeFave, Colt Laaker 

 

Please join me in my prayer that God would use each one of 

them to do mighty things for His Kingdom and let the light 

of Jesus shine in their lives! The DLS Class of 2021, like each 

one of us, has been “Sent to Serve!”   

 

In Christ, 

 

Todd Voss  

Principal  

Deshler Lutheran School 


