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OPENING PRAYER 

 
OPENING HYMN ............................................................................ “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” LSB 440 v. 1, 6 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 
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INVOCATION & LITANY 
 

P  In the name of the Father, 

C  Whose creating love is holy; 
 

P  and of the Son, 

C Whose redeeming love is holy; 
 

P  and of the Holy Spirit, 

C Whose love makes and keeps us holy. Amen! 

 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
 

P As we continue this Lenten journey of love, we reflect on our imperfections. God demands holiness. We are 

 unholy. There is only perfection in heaven. We are imperfect. Therefore, on account of the holy love of  Jesus, 

 we come to the Father begging for mercy so that we may come into his presence with thanksgiving and 

 enter his courts with praise.  
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

C Heavenly Father, we keep falling short. We don’t measure up. We are imperfect, unholy sinners. We 

 deserve nothing but punishment. Yet, in your holy love, you sent Jesus to this sin- filled earth to take 

 our place and to be holy for us. In your holy righteousness, forgive our sins and make us holy by 

 your Spirit. Amen.  

 

P Your holy God has made you holy! Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow! He has 

 taken away your sin! He has purified you and made you holy. As a called and ordained servant of  Christ, and 

 by his authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

 Holy Spirit.  

C Amen!  

 

HYMN .............................................................................................................................. “Holy, Holy, Holy” LSB 507 v. 1, 3 
 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 



  

 - 3 - 

OLD TESTAMENT: ISAIAH 6:1-7 
 

 
1
In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of 

his robe filled the temple. 
2
Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, 

and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 
3
And one called to another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory!” 
4
And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with 

smoke. 
5
And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 

people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 

 
6
Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs 

from the altar. 
7
And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken 

away, and your sin atoned for.” 

 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE: JAMES 1:2-17 
 

 
2
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 

3
for you know that the testing of your 

faith produces steadfastness. 
4
And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and 

complete, lacking in nothing. 

 
5
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be 

given him. 
6
But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is 

driven and tossed by the wind. 
7
For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the 

Lord; 
8
he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 

 
9
Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 

10
and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the 

grass he will pass away. 
11

For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and 

its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits. 

 
12

Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the 

crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 
13

Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am 

being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 
14

But each 

person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 
15

Then desire when it has conceived gives 

birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 

 
16

Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 
17

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming 

down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 

 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL: John 17:1-19 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

 
1
When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has 

come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 
2
since you have given him authority over all flesh, to 

give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 
3
And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true 

God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 
4
I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you 
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gave me to do. 
5
And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before 

the world existed. 

 

 
6
“I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and 

you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 
7
Now they know that everything that you have given 

me is from you. 
8
For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have 

come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 
9
I am praying for 

them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 
10

All mine 

are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 
11

And I am no longer in the world, but they are in 

the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that 

they may be one, even as we are one. 
12

While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have 

given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the 

Scripture might be fulfilled. 
13

But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they 

may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 
14

I have given them your word, and the world has hated them 

because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 
15

I do not ask that you take them out of the 

world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 
16

They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 
17

Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 
18

As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the 

world. 
19

And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN ............................................................................................................. “O Christ, You Walked the Road” LSB 424 
 

 

 
 

Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003690 

Tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

 

SERMON: “Holy Love” 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
LUTHER'S EVENING PRAYER 
 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 
READING OF THE PASSION STORY 
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BENEDICTION 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen.          

 
CLOSING HYMN ........................................................................ “On My Heart Imprint Your Image” LSB 422 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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