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St. Peter Lutheran Church                                                                                          Faith Lutheran Church  

Deshler, Nebraska                                                                                                                             Hebron, Nebraska 

Printed Service  
Third Sunday in Advent 

December 13, 2020 
 

 
WELCOME 

 
OPENING PRAYER 

 
OPENING HYMN ............................................................................................ “Hark the Glad Sound” LSB 349 v. 1,3 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 
INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
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HYMN .................................................................................................... “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB 357 v. 1, 4 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     Tune and text: Public domain 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: ISAIAH 61:1-4, 8-11 
 

1
The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

 because the LORD has anointed me 

to bring good news to the poor; 

 he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

 and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 
2
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 

 and the day of vengeance of our God; 

 to comfort all who mourn; 
3
to grant to those who mourn in Zion— 

 to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

 the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 

that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 

 the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 
4
They shall build up the ancient ruins; 

 they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 

 the devastations of many generations. . . . 
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8
For I the LORD love justice; 

 I hate robbery and wrong; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

 and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9
Their offspring shall be known among the nations, 

 and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge them, 

 that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. 
10

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 

 my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 

 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 

 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11

For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 

 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

 to sprout up before all the nations. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE: 1 THESSALONIANS 5:16-24 
 

 
16

Rejoice always, 
17

pray without ceasing, 
18

give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus for you. 
19

Do not quench the Spirit. 
20

Do not despise prophecies, 
21

but test everything; hold fast 

what is good. 
22

Abstain from every form of evil. 

 
23

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and 

body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
24

He who calls you is faithful; he will surely 

do it. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL: JOHN 1:6-8; 18-28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

7
He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 

light, that all might believe through him. 
8
He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. . . . 

 

 
19

This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who 

are you?” 
20

He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 
21

And they asked him, 

“What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 
22

So they 

said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about 

yourself?” 
23

He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ 

as the prophet Isaiah said.” 
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24

(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 
25

They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are 

neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 
26

John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you 

stands one you do not know, 
27

even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to 

untie.” 
28

These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The 

third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the  

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY ................................................ “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” LSB 341 v. 1, 4, 5 
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      Tune and text: Public domain 

 
    
 

 

SERMON                           “Hope in Jesus - Spiritual Maturity”                   1 Peter 2:1-3 
                                                             

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C   Amen.    

 

CLOSING HYMN ........................................................ “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” LSB 352 v. 1, 4, 6 
 

 

 

 

         

      Tune and text: Public domain 

    

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 

ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Sermon Outline - December 6, 2020 
 

“Hope in Jesus – Spiritual Maturity” 

1 Peter 2:1-3 
 

1. Get ____________ of ____________________ 
 

 Attitudes/Actions that can cause division 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In what way(s) are these attitudes/actions present in your life? 

 

 

2. ________________ God’s _____________ 
 

 Pure spiritual milk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How strong (0-10) is your craving for God’s Word? 

 

 

3. _________________ God’s ___________________ 
 

 Always working for good 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In what way(s) have you experienced God’s goodness? 
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Prayer Page - December 13, 2020  
 

 

 

 

          

ST PETER PRAYER PAGE  
 

 
 

Comfort for the family of:  

Carol (Loontjer) Isaac (sister of Becky Reinke) 

 Carol, age 75, passed away Sunday Dec. 6 after a 

month long battle with the complications of COVID. 

Funeral service Tues. 12/15 at St. John’s, Seward  

 

Major health issues with COVID:  

Stephanie Schroeder (daughter-in-law of the late Ken & 

Norma Schroeder)  
 

Healing:  

Ellen Schmidt 

Alan Bohling 

Sue Mosier (at Parkview Haven)   
 

For peace, patience & protection as they wait to 

get their adopted daughter, Ruby, from China:  

Brett & Jessica (Betten) Brown and their family 
 

Ongoing health concerns: 

River Kruse (surgery went well, continues recovery at 

Children’s Hospital, Omaha) 

Pastor Delmar Klover (treatment for pancreatic cancer)  

Mike Finke 

Lodean Voss (father of Todd Voss) 

Allen Schardt, Abby (Harms) Warm 

Patti Mueller, Chase Laaker (battling seizures) 

Cammie (Cahill) Freitag 

Doug Grupe 

Kylie Noojin (daughter-in-law of John & Tammy) 

Lynnis Eitzman (battling cancer) 

Whitney Watson (breast cancer - Rod & Cindy’s 

daughter-in-law) 

Aaron Fiet (Dale Endorf’s brother-in-law) 

Donna Genung, Robin Sedlachek 

Marlene Weideman, Harvey Weideman (back issues) 

Bridget Schnuelle (daughter of Brenda Betten) 
 

Birthdays this week:  

Anita Harms, Roger Roskilly, Douglas Grupe, Robin 

Sedlachek 
 

Baptismal birthdays this week: 

Jadelyn Calkins, Myron Poppe, Jenscena Hansen, Nancy 

Lueders, Joston Wassom 
 

 

Wedding anniversaries this week:  
 

 

 Prayer requests from our missionaries, Rev. Dale 

and Suzanne Kaster:   

    The services of Christmas to draw people to Christ 

    Resolution to our continuing computer problem 

    God to give us a vision for how best to serve 
 

 That God would use each of us at St. Peter to 

encourage one another and to love those we come 

into contact with 
 

 For Deshler Lutheran School: That our staff, 

families, and congregations would focus on our 20-21 

year theme: ”Sent to Serve” - Matthew 20:28 
 

 For our missionaries: The hundreds of men and 

women  serving  overseas  bearing  witness,  showing  

mercy and living life together in and by our Lord, 

Jesus Christ, with others around the world  
 

 For our country; President Donald Trump; 

President-Elect Biden; all leaders; our service men 

and women; Chaplains; for peace, guidance & safety 

in our land 
 

 Members/Relatives/Friends in service or in 

active service: Jacob Noojin (son of John & Tammy); 

Mark Baden (son of Marvin & Sharon); Peter Magnus 

(nephew of John & Tammy Noojin); Brandon Lee (nephew 

of Galen & Melissa Sasse); Isaac Ralston (grandson of 

Virgil & Lola); TJ & Emily Wiebe, (brother & sister-in-law 

of Jocelyn Berggren) 
 

 For Hope Pregnancy Center: That God would bless 

this ministry as it reaches out to families in our local 

area and defends life 
 

 For our members in assisted living, nursing 

home & care centers: 

Mary Loontjer and Dale Bohling @ Parkview Haven 

Larry Schardt, Blue Valley Care Home, Hebron 

Sandra Meyer, Region 5 Group Homes, Hebron 

Roger Finke, Lakeview Assisted Living, Firth 

Nick Bartling, Life Care Center of Elkhorn, Omaha  
     

         
 

FAITH PRAYER PAGE  
 

Health Issues: 

Lori Hergott (sister-in-law of Gary Hergott) 

Dean Blincow 

Karen Prellwitz - healing 

Lynda Johnson - recovering from surgery 

Lisa Johnson (daughter-in-law of Lyle & Lynda Johnson) 

Marla Braithwait, Cammie Frietag 

Pastor Richard Gudgel 

Birthdays:          

Anniversaries:  
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Announcements 
St. Peter Lutheran, Deshler and Faith Lutheran, Hebron 

December 13, 2020 

WELCOME! We pray that God will bless you through the power of His Word. If you are a guest or visitor, we are so thankful 

you joined us. If you would like to hear more about Jesus or our congregations at St. Peter and Faith, please contact Pastor 

Brian. A Live Stream of the service takes place at 9:45 a.m. on St. Peter’s Facebook and YouTube pages. Full printed services  

and  announcements  are available for  you in the Narthex. Please visit stpeterdeshler.org for updated news and events. 
 

 

General Announcements 

for St. Peter and Faith 

 

 
 
 

Serving at St. Peter Serving at St. Peter Serving at St. Peter Serving at Faith 

Pastor - Brian Francik Acolyte - Logan Schmidt Sound - Steve Harms 

 

Pastor - Brian Francik 

Elder - Dale Schardt Screen - Amber Deepe Video - Jon Peters Organist - Cheryl Walsh 

Organist - Anita Harms Usher -  Flowers - Barb Schardt  

 

MEMORY VERSE OF THE WEEK  

“But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he 
is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11) 
WEEKLY DEVOTION - Email a request to Pastor Brian if you would like to receive the weekly devotion based on the Memory 

Verse of the Week. You will receive it by email on Wednesdays.  

 

Drive-Through Nativity in Fairbury 

A Drive-Through Nativity will be held at McNish Park in Fairbury on Sunday, December 20, from 6-8 PM. This 

night-lit Christmas story will be presented by the Grace Lutheran Fairbury Youth and others. You will be able to 

stay in the comfort of your car and listen to the Christmas story on your car radio as you drive through McNish 

Park. A variety of scenes from the Christmas story will be displayed, all with live participants and an animal or two! 

We hope you are able to join us.  

 

Thank You 

The family of Bernard Betten would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all who reached out to us with your 

prayers, messages, food, memorials, plants and other gifts. May God Bless You All. - Anita & family 
 

DLS Backpack Program - Suggestions of food appropriate for this program are available at stpeterdeshler.org 

under Connect - News/Announcements. Fliers with appropriate food suggestions are available in the Narthex at 

St. Peter. Please leave food items in the totes marked DLS Backpack Program. For more info, please contact Rachel 

Werner @ 402-768-8826. Thank you to those who have supported this program in any way.  
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St. Peter Announcements 
 

Screen Graphic Explanation - Rejoice in the Lord always! 
 

OFFERING REPORT  
  

Needed  
Weekly 

Report coming 
next week 

 IN-PERSON 
ATTENDANCE 

General Fund   6,350.52   Wed. 12/2 Church - 27 

General Fund - Direct Deposit      Sun. 12/6 Church - 59 

General Fund - Online       Sun. 12/6 Visitors - 0 

NE District/Missions       

Special Mission (Kasters)       

 

Direct Deposit Offerings - Automatic withdrawal is available as a way to give your offerings here at St. Peter. Signup 

forms are available in the Narthex, or if requested can be mailed or emailed to you. If you have any questions, please 

contact our treasurer, Sara Kresser, at 402-984-2453 or fourleafclover9@hotmail.com  

Giving Online - You have the opportunity to give online using a debit or credit card. Click on the “Give” tab on 

www.stpeterdeshler.org, then select “Click to Give.” Please note: There is a fee for using a debit or credit card. It will be 

deducted from your offering unless you choose to cover the fee. 

 

Christmas Eve Offering 

The elders have designated the Christmas Eve offering to go to Blue Valley Community Action in Hebron to help 

this organization as they minister to people locally. All checks (including those made to St. Peter) and all loose 

cash will go to BVCA. Please designate clearly if your offering is to be directed differently than BVCA. 

 

Resuming Celebrating the Lord's Supper 

We will resume celebrating the Lord's Supper on Sunday, January 3rd. There will be more details shared as we get 

closer to that Sunday.  

 

Food Ministry Drive for Blue Valley 

Please consider donating non-perishable food items to be delivered to Blue Valley Food Pantry in Hebron. Blue 

Valley is currently serving over 50 families in our immediate area. Bins are located in the Narthex. We will continue 

to collect donations through the month of December. Contact Shamlynn with questions. 

 

Election of Officers & Budget Meeting Today 

Plan to attend the voters meeting following worship. We will meet in the sanctuary. The purpose of the meeting is 

to elect officers and approve the 2021 budget. 
 

 

Ballot Candidates for Year 2021                                          
 

PRESIDENT (vote for one)  VICE PRESIDENT (vote for one)          ELDERS (vote for two)         TRUSTEE (vote for one) 

Steve Harms     Marvin Schardt       Doug Schardt      Bruce Finke 

Joe Ruhnke      ________________       Matt Vieselmeyer    ____________ 
 

RECORDING SECRETARY (one)  FINANCIAL SECRETARY (vote for one)     DLSA BOARD (vote for two) 

Mark Varner       Leisa Bohling            Tyler Harms  Jeremy Schardt 

Roberta Laaker      _______________                                   Logan Schardt 
   
     

CEMETERY COMMITTEE (vote for one)   ENVELOPE COMMITTEE (vote for four) 

Reinold Kruse         Mark & Barb Schardt        Hayden & Shelby Farnstrom       Neil & Monica Bohling 

Larry Plock          Rod & Sheryl Achterberg    Brad & Heather Cooper    
   

 

 

Religious Christmas cards and Christmas napkins are available for purchase in the card bookcase.   

mailto:fourleafclover9@hotmail.com
http://www.stpeterdeshler.org/
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Adopt a Month for Flowers in 2021 

We are looking for volunteers for flowers in 2021. This is a simple way of serving by placing flowers on the stands 

beside the altar and sometimes also in the south windows. A nice supply of flowers is available upstairs and 

sometimes fresh flowers are available. Buddy up with someone for a month if you like. Substitutes are available.  

The sign-up sheet and flower info/details are located on the LWML table. Consider taking a month or two in 2021.    

                                                                          

Midweek Advent Worship Schedule 
 
 

Wednesday, December 16 – 7:00 p.m. at St. Peter 

Advent Devotional Booklets (by Lutheran Hour Ministries) are available in the Narthex. You may also 

access the devotions from lhm.org/advent where you can read the daily devotion or hear it as a 

podcast. You can also receive these devotions as a daily email during the Advent season.  
 

 

 

 

Food Ministry 

We are offering a ministry of providing and delivering meals to people going through major changes in life (major 

illness, death in the family, new baby, loss of a job, etc.) This is a way to serve, not only our members, but people 

in the community as well. If you would like more information or to sign up to be on the Food Ministry Team, 

please contact Shamlynn Francik at (402) 710-6635 or shamlynn.francik@gmail.com. If you know of people at 

church or in the community that we should reach out to, please contact Shamlynn.  

 

Available In the Narthex throughout the Week 

Sunday Bulletins, Pastor Brian’s Weekly Devotion, December-February My Devotions, Portals of Prayer, Advent 

Devotions, Text Alert Signup Sheets, Cloth Masks and Hand Sanitizer 

 

Are You On Facebook? 

Check out the St. Peter, Faith, and Deshler Lutheran School Facebook pages, like, and follow them to get updates 

on your feed. We are continuing to find ways to encourage the body of Christ in the technology world. 

 

Video of Services - A DVD of each Sunday service is available in the white basket on the mailbox shelf around 

10:00 a.m. on the following Thursday. All videos are available for anyone to take home, watch, and return.  

 

Volunteers Needed for Various Jobs in 2021 

           Adopt a month for flowers         Adopt a month to pack bags for the DLS Backpack Program 

 

St. Peter-Deshler Calendar 

       

      Sun., Dec. 13   9:00 AM   Worship Songs 

            9:45 AM   Worship Service  

            11:00    Voters Meeting 

      Wed., Dec. 16  5:45 PM   Midweek Confirmation (Virtual) 

            7:00 PM   Advent Service  

      Thurs., Dec. 17  9:15 AM   DLS Chapel 

      Fri., Dec. 18   - - - - -    Pastor’s Sabbath 

            - - - - -    January Newsletter Deadline 

            1:00 PM   Bulletin Folders  

      Sun., Dec. 20   9:00 AM   Worship Songs 

            9:45 AM   Worship Service                                                        

The St. Peter worship services are live-streamed via the St. Peter Facebook page, YouTube, and Vimeo.  
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Faith-Hebron Announcements 
 

Offering Announcements:  Beginning in 2021, the individual giving statements at Faith will have a new look 

and will be completed using Google Sheets. Another change is that members will receive an updated giving 

statement twice per year in July and January rather than a quarterly statement. If anyone would like an 

update on their giving at any other time during the year, they may contact the Board of Finance:  Lara 

Harms, Trent Tietjen, or Broderick Harms. 
 

Christmas Cards: There is an assortment of Christmas cards for sale on the back table at church.  
 

Card Shower: We are requesting a card shower for Erin Onnen’s birthday which is Monday, December 14. 

Her address is:  125 S 2nd St Hebron, NE 68370. 

 

Faith Food Drive 

 
During this season of giving, the Voter's Assembly on Thursday identified two areas of great need within our 

county: 

  Blue Valley Community Action Food Pantry and DLS Backpack program 
 

BVCA Food Pantry Needs:  

Lunchmeats (for kids during school Christmas break), crackers, snacks, pop tarts, granola bars, spaghetti, 

pasta sides, pancake mix, toiletries 
 

DLS Backpack Program:  

Store-bought treats: cookies, crackers, donuts 

Canned fruit: peaches, pears 

Canned vegetables: green beans and corn 

Cereals 
 

Please consider donating this Christmas season to one or both entities. Monetary gifts are always 

appreciated. There will be envelopes available. Donations can be placed on the table in the overflow area 

near the fig tree. Thank you for your generosity.  

     

 
 

               Faith-Hebron Calendar   
                        

       Sun., Dec. 13  8:30 AM  In-person Worship Service  

            9:30 AM  Sunday School                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

            9:45 AM  Live Stream St. Peter Service                           

       Wed., Dec. 16 7:00 PM  Advent Service @ St. Peter, Deshler 

       Sun., Dec. 20  8:30 AM  In-person Worship Service  

            9:30 AM  Sunday School                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

            9:45 AM  Live Stream St. Peter Service 
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Deshler Lutheran School Announcements  

     2020-2021 School Theme:  “Sent To Serve!” 

        Kindergarten - Juli Reinke 

        First & Second - Debra McDonald 

        Third & Fourth - Rachel Werner 

        Fifth & Sixth - Amy Voss 

        Seventh & Eighth & Principal - Todd Voss 
 

 

 

Pray for our DLS Family of the Week 

Reese (8
th

), Barrett (5
th

), & Maddyn (1
st
) and parents Tyler & Krista Harms and brother Brextin 

 

Upcoming Events 

Monday, December 14  Junior High Girls Basketball vs. Red Cloud 

Tuesday, December 15  Junior High Basketball Practice Begins 

Thursday, December 17  Chapel @ 9:15 led by Pastor Brian; accompanist Anita Harms 

Monday, December 21  Board of Education @ 7:30pm 
 

Musical 

The 5
th

-8
th

 musical was performed (wearing masks) on November 20. Not Your Average Joe! is the Biblical 

story of Joseph told with a 50’s twist. The story and message of Joseph is amazing and extensive. The 

students did an outstanding job. If you would like to see it, the musical is posted on Facebook. Go to the DLS 

website at deshlerluth.org.  

 

Chapel Project 

DLS students and guests have raised $670 to purchase rice to feed children and families in need in Central 

America. One dollar enables Food for the Poor to purchase one pound of rice in this COVID Relief effort. We 

praise God for the funds donated and we have one more week for this fall semester project.  
 

 

  
 

BREAK: NO SCHOOL DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 4 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
                                 

   Faith Lutheran Church 
420 Charles Road, Hebron, NE 68370 
See below for Pastor Contact and Worship Times 

 

 

Deshler Lutheran School 
School Office: 402-365-7858 

School Email: deshlerluth@gpcom.net                           

 Street Address: 509 E. Hebron Ave. 

Mailing Address: PO Box 340  Deshler, NE 68340 

Mr. Todd Voss, Administrator 

Todd Voss Cell: 402-720-5590 

School Website: www.DeshlerLuth.org 
 

St. Peter Lutheran Church 
Church Office: 402-365-4341 

Secretary Email: stpeterdeshler@gmail.com  

Street Address: 400 E. Hebron Ave. 

Mailing Address: PO Box 69 Deshler, NE 68340 

Pastor Brian Francik Info:  

Home: 402-365-4217 Cell: 402-710-6679     

Email: pastorbfrancik@gmail.com 

Church Website: stpeterdeshler.org 
 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
 

   Faith Lutheran, Hebron  

        8:30 a.m. Worship 

        9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
 

   St. Peter Lutheran, Deshler 

        9:45 a.m. Worship 

         
 

 

The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LCMS) 
 

 

mailto:Email:
mailto:stpeterdeshler@gmail.com
mailto:pastorbfrancik@gmail.com

