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Greetings to you in the name of our 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 

 

Acts 2:42-47 is one of the best 

summaries and pictures of the Early 

Church. In my opinion, the church in 

the 21
st
 century needs to get back to 

the principles of the 1
st
 century. As 

we prepare for a couple open forums 

this summer and look to the future 

of our congregation, I pray that we 

would learn from the 1
st
 century 

Christians. 

 

1) They devoted themselves to the 

apostles' teaching and to the 

fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and to prayer. (v.42) Notice 

the Early Church was DEVOTED to 

these four things. This was the focus 

of their day-to-day life. It doesn’t 

mean that they went to church 24/7. 

It doesn’t mean that they didn’t do 

fun things in life. It means that these 

four things were the highest priority 

from them. The reality is in America 

in 2019, there is a lot of apathy from 

Christians toward their faith. It finds 

itself farther and farther down the list 

of priorities. For the Early Church, 

these four things were the focus. It  

 

was number 1. What is finding your 

devotion in life? 

 

2) All the believers were together 

and had everything in common. 

Selling their possessions and 

goods, they gave to anyone as he 

had need. (v. 44-45) The first 

century Christians were not focused 

on what was in it for themselves. 

They wanted to help other people. 

They put the needs of others above 

their own. They had everything in 

common. It doesn’t mean they were 

robots. It means their focus was the 

same and that was on Jesus and 

sharing His love with other people. 

They cared so much about sharing 

Jesus that they were willing to sell 

their possessions and goods if there 

was someone who was in need. Talk 

about a sacrificial group. Talk about 

a group willing to do whatever it 

takes to help others. How sacrificial 

are we? Are we willing to sacrifice 

time to listen to someone who is 

struggling and hurting or are we too 

busy getting to the next thing? Are 

we willing to sacrifice money to help 

someone else in need? 

 

3) “Every day they continued to 

meet together in the temple 

courts. They broke bread in their 

homes and ate together with glad 

and sincere hearts,” (v.46) The 

Early Church didn’t meet together 

once a week. They met together 

every day. They saw it as a priority to 

meet together every day to pray and  

 

encourage each other. They had 

meals together. They did LIFE 

TOGETHER. They did it joyfully and 

sincerely. Not out of duty or trying to 

be a “good Christian.” They truly 

cared about others and spending 

time with other believers. With 

technology, it is easy to contact 

people every day. We also need to 

remember, that it wasn’t just surface 

things they talked about. They talked 

about Jesus. They talked about what 

He was doing. They talked about 

their faith. Are we willing to do that?  

 

4) “And the Lord added to their 

number daily those who were 

being saved.” (v.47b) This verse 

tells us what happened as they lived 

out their faith and did all these 

things. More and more people were 

coming to Christ. People were drawn 

to the love and care of Christians. 

They were drawn to Jesus. Do we 

want the kingdom to grow? Do we 

want our congregation to thrive? 

Then we need to learn from these 

Christians in the 1
st
 century and 

follow their example. May the Lord 

help us to do this. 

 

In Jesus – the Healer of the Hurting, 

 

Pastor Brian 
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2 

Official Acts 
 

5-25-2019 ........................................................    

 Wedding service for Shamlynn 

 Berggren & Brian Francik  

6-16-2019 ........................................................  

 Baptism of Aspen Elaine 

 Schardt,  daughter of Logan & 

 Desirae 

 

 
 

Aspen Elaine, pictured with her 

parents Logan and Desirae Schardt, 

was baptized at St. Peter on June 16. 

Her sponsors are Brett Kohmetscher, 

Page Danehey and Carlee Dlouhy. 

We thank God for this precious new 

life and especially for the gift of 

eternal life given to Aspen through 

Holy Baptism. 

 

The Lutheran Hour 
 

Anytime at www.lutheranhour.org 
 

Sunday mornings:  

6:30 KFAB Omaha 1110 AM  

7:30 WIBW Topeka 580 AM  

8:00 BOTT North Platte 107.9 FM  

10:00 KRVN Lexington 880 AM 
 

July 7 

"A Time to Talk" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

Talking to God - Lord's Prayer 

(Matthew 6:5-15) 
 

July 14 

"Turning Point" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

Belonging to God--Baptism. 

(Romans 6:1-11) 
 

July 21 

"Let's Get Close" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

Communing with God--Lord's 

Supper 
 

July 28 

Guest Speaker:  

Rev. David Haberstock 

(Luke 15) 

 
 

Right Now Media  

Spotlight-  

“Compelled” - Shepherd Church 
 

Deep in the heart of every believer, 

there is a call. We go about our 

business and we hear it. We see and 

interact with lost people each day, 

and the whisper. And yet the whisper 

is trying to tell you that you have the 

key to eternity in your possession. 
 

In this 6 session series called 

"Compelled," you will be hearing 

from people just like you, who heard 

the call of Jesus and willingly 

accepted the responsibilities that 

came with that call. You will hear 

from people as their lives were 

changed. They will share what 

evangelism looks like in their lives 

and why they feel so compelled to 

share the truth of Jesus' amazing 

love and power in their lives. They 

will share some of the fears they 

faced, and how the Holy Spirit 

brought a peace to their souls, 

giving them the courage to take 

steps of action. 
 

Through these stories, you will hear 

first-hand how Jesus is still in the 

business of extending His kingdom 

through "unschooled, ordinary" 

people, just like He did with Peter 

and John in Acts 4. Our prayer for 

this series is that you realize 

regardless of how "ordinary" you 

may seem in the world's perspective, 

through the Holy Spirit, 

extraordinary change takes place, 

and God's love is boldly shared by 

those who have experienced it with 

those who have not. 
 

If you haven’t signed up for Right 

Now Media, email Todd Voss for the 

invitation link so you can get started 

with this amazing resource.  

 

Results from “Autopsy of a 

Deceased Church” 
 

In your mailbox, you will find the 

results from the last few months of 

the book Autopsy of a Deceased 

Church. We encourage you to read 

through the comments and fill out 

the sheet on the last page. We also 

invite you to attend two open 

forums this summer on July 7 and 

August 4 to discuss the information. 

Please be part of this process as we 

take a deeper look at our 

congregation here at St. Peter.  

 

Financial Update 
As of June 16, 2019 (24 Sundays) 

General Budget 

Offerings Received               132,052.52 

Offerings Budgeted              145,530.00 

Difference                              -13,477.48 
 

Missions-Nebraska District Support 

Goal                                          3,231.00 

Received                                   2,440.00 

Difference                                 - 791.00 

 

July Coffee Schedule 
 

Please sign up on the bulletin board 

or call the office if you would like to 

provide refreshments for one of 

these Sundays.  
 

July 7   (LWML volunteers) ................  

July 14  ......................................................  

July 21  ......................................................  

July 28  ......................................................  

http://www.lutheranhour.org/
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Flood Relief Donations 

Thank You 
 

April 24, 2019 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School 

8951 County Road 9 

Arlington, NE 68002 
 

ACT Youth Group 

St. Peter Lutheran Church 

Deshler, NE 
 

RE: Gifts for Flood Relief 
 

“I thank my God every time I 

remember you. In all my prayers for 

all of you, I always pray with joy 

because of your partnership in the 

gospel” (Philippians 1:3-5a) 
 

These words from the Bible describe 

our congregation’s gratitude to God 

for “your partnership in the Gospel.” 

On behalf of God’s people at St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Church and School, 

Arlington, NE, I want to express to 

you our sincere appreciation for the 

gifts for Flood Relief which we 

received from your youth group, 

church, school, and community. 

These gifts will enable us to continue 

to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

through word and deed with those 

whom have been impacted by the 

recent floods in our community. 
 

Our congregation’s God-given 

mission is “to make known the love of 

Christ.” We endeavor to faithfully 

fulfill that mission as we strive to 

meet the spiritual and physical needs 

of the people in our community. 

Your gift will allow us to serve more 

people in recovering from the flood 

as we make known to them the love 

of Christ. 
 

Once again, we thank you for your 

“partnership” in the work that God is 

calling us to do. The gifts, which you 

have provided, are indeed a 

wonderful blessing! 
 

In the Joy of Jesus,  
 

Pastor Rick Kanoy 

Quarterly Voters Meeting 

4-28-2019 
 

The St. Peter Lutheran Church 

quarterly voters meeting was called 

to order by President Eugene 

Mueller at 11:15 a.m. on Sunday 

April 28 with 34 members in 

attendance. Pastor Francik opened 

with a prayer. 
 

Secretary’s Report 

President Mueller asked for a motion 

to accept the January annual 

meeting minutes. Motion made by 

Naomi Grupe & Doug Harms to 

approve the minutes as written. 

There was no discussion and the 

motion passed. 
 

Pastor’s Report 

Pastor Francik went over the financial 

letter that was written about 2018. 

He went over the official acts from 

the 1
st
 Quarter. Membership loss 

through death was Russell Genung 

& Roy Windhorst; through release 

Ryan Harms. Members received 

through affirmation of faith - 

Douglas & Karen Schardt 

Membership as of March 31, 2019 is 

as follows - 324 Baptized, 272 

Confirmed, & 253 voting members 
 

Other activities: 

 Faith Lutheran, Hebron held 

midweek Lenten services (rotated 

among the circuit churches) & Easter 

Service 

 Sunday Bible Class “Autopsy of a 

Deceased Church” Going over the 

book & discussing the questions at 

the end of each chapter. The 

comments will be shared with the 

Elders. There will be a July meeting 

to share the comments with the 

congregation 

 At the circuit forum (lay leaders) 

Doug Harms & Todd Voss presented 

about Deshler Lutheran School 

struggles & success. There will be a 

mid Sept follow-up meeting. 

President Snow may be in 

attendance 
 

Elders’ Report  

Brad Cooper reported that they have 

been working on gathering a list of 

mostly distant inactive members as 

directed by the voters. This list will 

be voted upon in the July voters 

meeting. They discussed ideas for 

the old altar, baptismal font & 

communion ware that will be voted 

on in July. Carol Sorge has retired 

from heading the Memorial Fund 

Committee – Desi Schardt will be 

taking over. 
 

Trustees’ Report 

Logan Schardt went over the 

following items: 

 The LED lights project in the 

 Sanctuary has been finished with 

 replacing the floodlights in the 

 front & the overflow in the back 

 The cement replacement will be 

 replaced before or after Pastor’s 

 wedding 

 A leak had developed by the 

 stairs/Pastor’s office. Stonebrook 

 came out & think they have it 

 fixed, will know by the time of the 

 next rain if they fixed it 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

Sara Kresser went over the finances 

for the 1
st
 quarter: 

 FICA not paid in 1
st
 qtr 

 Balance of missions/world relief 

 paid in 2 qtr 

 Total of $300 for LED lights 

 Deshler Lutheran March not paid 

 yet 
 

The balances in the various balance 

sheet accounts as of March 31, 2019: 

General Fund $16,179.40 

Scholarship Fund $3,999.28 

Building Fund $18,541.63 

Building Fund Sound System 

$5,111.54 

Building Fund Lillich Landscaping 

balance $300.00 

Building Fund Screen Fund $9,085.98 

Cemetery Fund $12,331.57 
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Quarterly Voters Meeting, 

Continued 
 

School Board Report 

Todd Voss went over the remaining 

DLS activities of the school year that 

ends in a few weeks: 

 When it was first discussed the 

 fleece tie blankets project was 

 going to go to Phil’s Friends but 

 then it was decided that there 

 were plenty of families (of the 

 student body) that could make 

 good use of them 

 Good BMX bike demonstration & 

 great message that they 

 presented 

 The Spring musical was “King of 

 the Jungle” 

 Two students made the district 

 speech competition last week. 

 Jordan Lafave finished 1
st
 at 

 districts & will be going to the 

 state speech contest on May 7 

 There will be 10 students for 

 Kindergarten roundup  

 May 3 is Play Day – Thrivent 

 grant will be paying for the meal 

 May 10
 
is the last day of school 

 with three 8
th

 graders graduating  

 Records from 1914 were found 

 while working on Alumni 

 directory  

 Krista & Jolene Harms have been 

 working on a Deshler Lutheran 

 School cookbook. Deadline to 

 submit recipes is June 1 
  

Cemetery Report 

Bob Ludwig reported the following:  

 Fill dirt will be brought to Kiowa 

 & St. Peter cemeteries 

 Harvey has mowed all of the 

 cemeteries once 

 During the digging of Roy 

 Windhorst grave this winter, the 

 cement slab got moved. Will 

 move it back once conditions 

 allow 

 In a week or two a letter will be 

 sent about donations for the 

 cemetery  
 

 

OLD BUSINESS  
 

Screen project 

 The screen will be introduced 

 April 28 with announcements 

 before the service 

 Full service will be on the screen 

 starting May 5 

 

NEW BUSINESS  
 

Membership list 

Today the inactive membership list 

that the Elders developed will be 

presented. In July the list will be 

voted on. 
 

Altar, Baptismal font, & 

Communion vessels  

There have been three ideas of 

where to donate the above items 

1. Thayer County Historical Society 

 will be bringing in an old church 

2. Mission Central 

3. Orphan Grain Train  
 

Direct Deposit 

The church council approved the 

online portal (will have business type 

security). 
 

Continuation of LED lightning 

project (outside & mother’s room) 

The total bill for the entire LED 

project has been $300 with Thrivent 

grants paying for the rest of the 

project. 

Regular spotlights will be used by 

the altar. $1000 will be used for the 

mother’s room & outside. 
 

Special Mission garden produce – 

Kasters 

The Elders have proposed to donate 

the garden produce proceeds to the 

Kasters. Don Betten made the 

motion seconded by Kent Betten. 

Motion passed. 
 

Doug Harms made a motion to 

adjourn, Jon Peters seconded the 

motion. Motion passed. 
 

Mark Varner 
 

Recording Secretary  

 

 

LWML  

July 11, 2019 @ 7:00 p.m. 
 

All ladies are invited to join the 

LWML gathering on Thursday, July 

11, for fellowship and Bible study. 

We will meet at 7:00 p.m. in the 

meeting room. Come and enjoy time 

with your Sisters-in-Christ! 

 

Vacation Bible School 

July 15-19, 2019 
 

 
VBS is coming up! Trinity Lutheran 

Church, Friedensau, will host 

Vacation Bible School July 15-19 

from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. with a 

free meal served from 5:15-6:00. At 

ROAR, kids discover that God is 

good even when life gets wild! Plan 

to attend the closing program Friday 

evening, July 19, beginning at 8:00 

p.m. 
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St. Peter Volunteers Help with Redecorating at Parkview Haven Nursing Home 
 

On May 22, Paula and I were at 

Parkview Haven Nursing Home. 

While showing us around, Paula Dahl 

mentioned that the South Hall was in 

need of some updating. The Nursing 

Home had the paint and the 

supplies, but they didn't have the 

manpower. When I went home for 

lunch, I remembered that in our 

Bible study on Sunday 

mornings, Autopsy of a Deceased 

Church, one of the stories told about 

how a congregation had gone to the 

public school and asked, "What is a 

need you have right now?” The 

answer was, "We need a hallway 

painted.” The church rounded up as 

much help as they could and went 

and painted the hallway.   

 

I felt like the Lord was helping me to 

connect the dots. I immediately 

texted Pastor Brian and Lynn 

Bohling. (If I'm painting a hallway, I 

want Lynn to be on board, too!!!) 

Within 15 minutes, both Pastor and 

Lynn texted back with a "yes" vote! 

Now that the dots were connected, it 

looked like St. Peter's would be 

ready to paint the south hall at 

Parkview Haven!  

 

From cheering over the border wall 

paper coming off, and Doug Schardt 

using his creeper to remove the 

hand rails, to priming and painting 

the walls, (and Karlee almost 

painting a resident's face with her 

roller!), to putting up the final piece 

of trim molding, and hanging the 

last picture, (which Pastor Moll 

confirmed was hung straight!) it was 

a very rewarding experience. 

Speaking of that last piece of trim 

molding, Todd had to call in a 

professional! Tyler Harms had the 

honor of nailing up the last piece of 

trim because when Todd tried, he 

split the trim board into 2 pieces! 

(Ooops!)   

 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who pitched 

in and helped. Kenzie Bohling was 

also on hand to assist. She's learned 

a lot of the "tricks of the trade" from 

her very talented grandma! 

Miranda Isernhagen had purchased 

several new pictures with uplifting 

phrases and Bible verses on them. 

Stormi Capek, Allie and Lainey 

Vieselmeyer, and Karlee and Paula 

Voss helped with the redecorating. 

God is on the move!! If you are on 

that end of town, you'll have to stop 

at Parkview, stroll down the South 

Hall and check it out!   
 

                                           Amy Voss 

 

 
Karlee Voss spackles nail holes. 

 

 
Kayden B. & Doug Schardt work together to 

remove the handrails. 

 

 
Brenda Schoof & Paula Voss work on 

trimming & rolling. 

 

 
Lynn Bohling applies coat. 

 

 
Kenzie Bohling helps with the edges. 
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From the Principal’s Desk… 
 

I hope you have been enjoying the first 

part of your summer break! It is our 

prayer that your summer has been and 

will be blessed!   

 

Preparations are underway to make 

the 2019-20 an excellent school year. 

Students in K-4 will be utilizing a new 

reading series this fall that our 

teaching staff is excited to use, the 

WiFi capabilities of our building have 

been enhanced with new 

wiring/additional routers, the library 

has been painted, and the first/second 

grade classroom and library are 

currently under construction as new 

flooring is going in. 

 

Students will be moving to a new 

grade or/and a new classroom when 

they return this fall. DLS is pleased to 

announced that two of our teachers 

will also be moving to new classrooms 

for the upcoming school year. 

 

Mrs. Pam Werner will be moving back 

to the first and second grade 

classroom. Mrs. Werner previously 

spent several years teaching first and 

second grade at DLS before moving to 

the third/fourth grade classroom.   

 

Miss Rachel Werner will be moving up 

to the third and fourth grade 

classroom. Miss Werner previously 

spent four years teaching third and 

fourth grade at Good Shepherd 

Lutheran School in Marysville, KS. 

 

Both teachers are looking forward to 

the transition and the opportunity to 

work with your child(ren). Please be 

sure to share this information with 

your child. 

 

More work will be done to prepare for 

the 19-20 school year in July. Some 

important dates to look ahead to in 

August are Back-to-School Night on 

Monday, August 19 and the first day of 

the 2019-20 school year on Thursday, 

August 22. 

 

In Christ, 

Todd Voss, Principal 

Deshler Lutheran School 

 

 
 

 

Tyson Bauer.............................................. 3 

Marvin Schardt ........................................ 3 

Trevor Noojin .......................................... 6 

Kolby Finke ............................................... 9 

Hannah Noojin...................................... 10 

Bruce Finke ............................................. 11 

Jaydin Mackey ....................................... 11 

Garrett Genzmer .................................. 12 

Scott Laaker............................................ 13 

Julianna Finke ........................................ 15 

Brextin Harms ........................................ 15 

David Pohlmann ................................... 15 

Patricia Mueller ..................................... 16 

Kristin Doering ...................................... 17 

Cindy Watson ........................................ 17 

Cale Schardt ........................................... 22 

Gary Meyer ............................................. 23 

Julie Effenbeck ...................................... 24 

Reinold Kruse ........................................ 24 

Janet Larkins .......................................... 24 

Jonathan Peters .................................... 26 

Logan Schardt ....................................... 26 

Kalen Sedlachek ................................... 27 

Kalab Reinke .......................................... 29 

 

 

BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

Drew Ayres ............................................... 2 

Austin Beck ............................................... 3 

Larry Plock ................................................ 3 

Jon Capek ................................................. 6 

Heather Cooper ...................................... 6 

Timothy Pohlmann ................................ 6 

Ivy Harms .................................................. 7 

Delbert Lemke ......................................... 7 

Gregory Hornbostel .............................. 9 

Diane Schardt ........................................ 10 

Steven Harms ........................................ 11 

Eric Holle ................................................. 11 

Coltin Hansen ........................................ 13 

Mark Miesner ........................................ 13 

Megan Gohner ...................................... 16 

Roger Genzmer .................................... 23 

Marvin Schardt ..................................... 24 

Blake Schardt ......................................... 25 

Marilyn Schardt .................................... 26 

 

 

 
 

 

Andrew & Ellen 

Schmidt ............................................. July 9 

 25 years 
 

Rev. Dale & Suzanne 

Kaster (our missionaries)..........July 11 

 32 years 
 

Hayden & Kelsey 

Meyer ...............................................July 22 

 2 years 
 

Douglas & Pamela  

Harms ..............................................July 30 

 25 years 


