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Greetings to you in the name of our 

Savior Jesus Christ, 

 

At the recent Nebraska District 

Convention, Pastor Nabil Nour, who 

is the Third Vice-President of the 

Synod and our regional Vice 

President, shared this story at the 

end of his sermon. I pray it is a 

blessing to you. 

 

“Once upon a time, two brothers who 

lived on adjoining farms fell into 

conflict. It was the first serious rift in 

40 years of farming side by side, 

sharing machinery, and trading labor 

and goods as needed without a hitch. 

Then the long collaboration fell apart. 

It began with a small 

misunderstanding and it grew into a 

major difference, and finally it 

exploded into an exchange of bitter 

words followed by weeks of silence.  

 

One morning there was a knock on 

John's door. He opened it to find a 

man with a carpenter's toolbox. "I'm 

looking for a few days’ work," he said. 

"Perhaps you would have a few  

 

small jobs here and there. Could I 

help   you?"   "Yes,"   said   the  older  

brother. "I do have a job for you. Look 

across the creek at that farm. That's 

my neighbor, in fact, it's my younger 

brother. Last week there was a 

meadow between us and he took his 

bulldozer to the river levee and now 

there is a creek between us. Well, he 

may have done this to spite me, but 

I'll go him one better. See that pile of 

lumber curing by the barn? I want 

you to build me a fence -- an 8-foot 

fence -- so I won't need to see his 

place anymore. Cool him down, 

anyhow." The carpenter said, "I think I 

understand the situation. Show me 

the nails and the post-hole digger 

and I'll be able to do a job that 

pleases you."  

 

The older brother had to go to town 

for supplies, so he helped the 

carpenter get the materials ready and 

then he was off for the day. The 

carpenter worked hard all that day 

measuring, sawing, nailing. About 

sunset when the farmer returned, the 

carpenter had just finished his job. 

 

The farmer's eyes opened wide, his 

jaw dropped. There was no fence 

there at all. It was a bridge -- a bridge 

stretching from one side of the creek 

to the other! A fine piece of work -- 

handrails and all -- and  

 

 

 

the neighbor, his younger brother, 

was coming across, his hand 

outstretched. "You are quite a fellow 

to build this bridge after all I've said 

and done." The two brothers stood  

at each end of the bridge, and then 

they met in the middle, taking each 

other's hand. 

 

They turned to see the carpenter hoist 

his toolbox on his shoulder. "No, wait! 

Stay a few days. I've a lot of other 

projects for you," said the older 

brother. "I'd love to stay on," the 

carpenter said, "but, I have many 

more bridges to build."  

 

Our theme was “Reconciled in Christ, 

For the World.” Our theme verse was 

2 Corinthians 5:18, “All this is from 

God, who reconciled us to himself 

through Christ and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation:” All of 

us have been reconciled to God 

through the blood of Jesus Christ 

and God’s heart is that we are 

reconciled with each other. If there is 

someone you need to be reconciled 

with, rest in the promise that you are 

reconciled to God and may that truth 

lead you to reconcile with others. 

May the Carpenter build bridges in 

us when we want to build walls. 

 

In Christ – the Healer of the Hurting, 

 

Pastor Brian 

 

mailto:deshlerluth@gpcom.net
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Official Acts 
 

No official acts to report since the 

June newsletter 

  

The Lutheran Hour 
 

Anytime at www.lutheranhour.org 
 

Sunday mornings:  

6:30 KFAB Omaha 1110 AM  

7:30 WIBW Topeka 580 AM  

8:00 BOTT North Platte 107.9 FM  

10:00 KRVN Lexington 880 AM 
 

July 1- "Truly the Worship of God" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer 

When you get out of your religious 

comfort zone and meet people who 

don't know Jesus, you have 

opportunity to grow in faith and 

witness. (Acts 10:34-48) 
 

July 8 - "Sufficiency" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 

In a world of pain and violence, 

people ask, "Why doesn't God do 

something?" Pastor Ken Klaus 

answers, "He has." (2 Corinthians 

12:9) 
 

July 15 - "My Feelings, Meet God's 

Word!" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer 

Emotions often drive our lives. When 

we think about our feelings in light 

of the Word of God, we are led to 

Jesus our Savior, but ignoring God's 

Word makes life a soap opera mess. 

(Mark 6:14-29) 
 

July 22 - "You Feed Them" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 

Every job looks like it's easy if you 

don't have to do it. That was 

certainly the case when Jesus told 

His disciples to feed the crowd. With 

no McDonald's in the area, they 

came back and asked Jesus to do 

what they couldn't. We would be 

wise if we did the same. (Mark 6:37) 
 

July 29 - "It's Not a Cruise Ship" 

Speaker: Rev. Timothy Teuscher 

The church is not some cruise ship 

sailing aimlessly about in this life and 

merely entertaining those on board;  

but, rather, it is the ark, the only boat 

whereby, as we traverse this stormy 

sea of life, we are being brought 

safely to the other side, to eternity. 

(Mark 6:45-56) 

 

June 10th Circuit Forum 
 

Thank you to all of you that came to 

our Circuit Forum on June 10. We 

had a wonderful turnout from the 

congregations within our circuit. I 

will be working with the Elders to 

discuss how we can continue the 

discussions that were started when it 

comes to our specific congregation. 

The pastors of our circuit will also be 

working together about how we can 

continue to follow up as a circuit 

with what was started at the forum. 

We will have a time at our July 

quarterly meeting to discuss 

thoughts and comments regarding 

the circuit forum. I would encourage 

those of you that went to please 

come to our July meeting and share 

your thoughts.  

 

Growth Area  

of the Month 

 

Back in May, I encouraged you to 

read at least one Project Connect 

Booklet during the month. During 

the month of July, I would encourage 

you to give a Project Connect    

Booklet to someone that you know. 
 

- Have conversations with people 

about what is going on in their lives 
 

- Look at the booklets for what 

booklet might be best to give to 

someone 
 

- Give a booklet to someone you 

know and pray that God would 

encourage them 

 

- If there is a topic you don’t see in a 

Project Connect booklet, talk to 

Pastor Brian about a resource on 

that topic. 

 

Letter from Missionary 

Dale Kaster 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Greetings in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ! 

 

We have been on the mission field 

for just over four years, and you are 

a big part of that! The work that 

needs to be done here has costs 

associated with it - rent, visas, work- 

related travel, etc. And because of 

your generosity, we are able to stay 

here and do the work of proclaiming 

Christ and helping others do the 

same.  

 

You may have heard that we are 

transitioning to work in Prague, 

Czech Republic. We have received 

some questions about whether we 

still need the help of people like you 

as we move to Europe. The short 

answer is, "Yes!" We may be moving 

continents, but the work is 

essentially the same: preaching to a 

small English-speaking congregation 

that cannot support its own pastor, 

training a man for the office of the 

ministry, and reaching out to a 

country that is 40% professed 

atheists (the most atheistic country 

in Europe). The work that needs to 

be done there has costs associated 

with it - rent, visas, work-related 

travel, etc.  

 

There is a lot of work to do. And we 

praise Jesus Christ that He has 

worked such generosity in your heart 

to fund the work. Please, receive our 

thanks from the bottom of our 

hearts. And those who have been 

blessed by our work send their 

thanks as well.  

 

We commend you to the work of the 

Holy Spirit, 
 

Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster 

Your Missionaries in Ghana,  

West Africa … and Beyond! 

http://www.lutheranhour.org/
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Right Now Media  

Highlight of the Month -  

“It Starts at Home”  
by Kurt & Olivia Brunner 

 

In these busy, hectic days we take 

our kids to sports practices, games, 

music lessons, school tutoring and 

other activities to give our children 

the best opportunities for success. 

But what if we're missing the chance 

to teach them what matters most? 
 

Our children can grow up smart, 

athletic, popular and polite but lack a 

vibrant relationship with Christ. The 

few hours they spend in church each 

week can be helpful, but it cannot 

nurture a faith in our kids that will 

withstand the trials that are on the 

horizon. Church alone cannot teach 

them, we must start at home. But 

many parents feel ill equipped to 

develop the faith of their children. 
 

In these six sessions, we will explore 

biblical and tangible ways that 

parents—couples, single parents, 

blended families and grandparents—

can build a legacy of faith for their 

children. 
 

Each Bible study session includes 

interviews with everyday parents 

talking about their own doubts, fears 

and desires. It provides powerful 

teaching that will help you give your 

kids what they need to build a solid 

framework for lifelong faith. There is 

a free participation guide that you 

can download as well for this series.  

 

Looking for  

Fair Booth Volunteers  
 

The Thayer County Fair will be 

August 1-4 this year. We are looking 

for volunteers to sit at the booth for 

an hour on one of those evenings. It 

is an opportunity to listen to people 

and talk with them about Jesus. 

There will be a sign-up sheet soon at 

church. Please consider being a part 

of reaching out to people with the 

good news of Jesus Christ.  

Sunday School News 
 

Thank you to all that were able to 

attend June’s meeting. While it is 

only July, September will be here 

before we know it and there is 

planning that needs to be done 

before September starts. Here are 

some updates for Sunday School: 
 

Looking for Superintendent(s) - 

We are looking for one or two 

people who would be willing to 

oversee Sunday school for the 

upcoming education year. Basically 

you would be a point person for the 

teachers and work with Pastor Brian 

and the elders to make sure things 

are working smoothly and helping to 

make sure we have enough people 

to help out.  
 

Looking for Volunteers - We will be 

doing a rotation system again this 

upcoming year. Pastor Brian will 

once again lead the opening Bible 

time. We will be looking for people 

to do crafts, music, snack and we will 

still have our 1st Sunday service 

project so we will need helpers for 

that. There will be a schedule for the 

upcoming Sunday School year 

coming out soon so please be 

looking for that and praying about 

where you can help out. 
 

Looking for Sunday School Youth 

Teachers - We are looking for one 

or two (or more) people who would 

be willing to help out and teach our 

middle school and high school youth 

during the Sunday School time. With 

our subscription to Right Now 

Media, there are numerous resources 

available for teachers to use and lots 

of teen resources. We want to give 

our youth opportunities to be in the 

Word together and so if you would 

be willing to help out, please talk to 

Pastor Brian.  
 

Christmas Program Director(s) - 

Yes, it is only June, but Christmas 

prep time will be here before we 

know it and we are looking to find 

one or two people who would be 

willing to direct the Christmas 

program this year. They would work 

with Pastor Brian on deciding what 

the program will entail.  
 

If you have questions about anything 

in regard to Sunday School, please 

talk to Pastor Brian at any time.  

 

July Coffee Schedule 
 

Please sign up or call the office if you 

would like to provide refreshments 

for one of these Sundays.  

July 1  .........................................................  

July 8  .........................................................  

July 15  ... Naomi Grupe (DLS trays) 

July 22  ......................................................  

July 29  ......................................................  

 

LWML Gathering 

July 5 @ 7:00 p.m. 
 

All ladies of the congregation are 

invited to join the LWML gathering 

on Thursday, July 5, for fellowship 

and Bible study. We will meet at 7:00 

p.m. in the meeting room. Come and 

enjoy time with your Sisters-in-

Christ! 

 

LLL State Fair Booth 
 

The Nebraska State Fair is August 

24-September 3. It’s time to get 

volunteers for operating the LLL fair 

booth. Some have already 

volunteered. We need many more 

people to man the booth. If you 

have a specific day in mind, we try to 

be flexible with dates and times. We 

try to have 2-3 hour shifts. The 

booth will be located in the 4-H/FFA 

building. We offer fair gate passes to 

all those who work the booth, but 

we need at least two weeks to get 

the gate tickets to you. Please help 

getting all the times filled in. You can 

contact me by: home phone 402-

462-2064 (usually answering 

machine), Cell phone 402-460-0004 

(voice or text), or email at  

psflatwater@inebraska.com.  

Paul Schmidt  

LLL State Fair Booth Coordinator

mailto:psflatwater@inebraska.com
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2018 ACT Branson Youth Trip 
 

 
Back Row: Coltin Hansen, Holden Ruhnke, Hutch Finke, Grant Hansen, Brenton Laaker, Cale Schardt 

Front Row: Lacey Schmidt, Leah Schmidt, Jaden Siegle, Kenzie Bohling 

 

The ACT had a fun adventure to Branson May 28-31. We were able to relax and enjoyed spending time with each other at 

our resort, which was right by Table Rock Lake. The water was crystal clear and the kids enjoyed swimming, fishing and 

paddle boating. We were able to see the Dixie Stampede dinner attraction, took in the thrill rides and fun shops at Silver 

Dollar City, we Rode the Ducks and ended our trip with seeing the amazing production of Samson at the Sights and 

Sounds Theatre and then a huge meal at Lambert’s Cafe! We had a great group of kids on this trip and we all had a blast!  

 

Tyler and I would like to especially thank Brian and Julene Schardt for helping us drive down to Branson and for helping us 

to keep an eye out on the kids during this trip. We want to thank you all for helping make this trip possible by supporting 

our Servant Events we did throughout the past year! We plan to host many more events in the upcoming year!! Thanks 

again for your support of ACT!!!  

 

Tyler & Krista Harms 
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From the Principal’s Desk 
 

I hope your summer is going well! The arrival of July marks 

the halfway point of 2018 and the summer months. We all 

know that the beginning of the next school year will come 

quickly. 

 

The month of June has been a busy one at DLS. On June 6, 

the entire 2018-19 teaching/pastoral staff gathered for the 

first time to plan key components of the upcoming school 

year. We are excited to welcome Miss Rachel Werner to our 

team. I am very thankful for the wonderful staff God has 

blessed us with here at DLS. Please continue to keep our 

staff, students, and school in your prayers. 

 

Our theme for the 2018-19 school year comes from Psalm 

46:1 & 10a which reads as follows: “God is our refuge and 

strength, an ever-present help in trouble” and “Be still, and 

know that I am God.” What great words of truth from 

Scripture! God is real. He is strong. He is with us. We can 

trust in Him with confidence through all of life’s victories, 

setbacks, and challenges. In a world full of chaos, Our 

Mighty God calls us to…Be still, and know that He is God. 

Our theme for the 18-19 school is: “Knowing our REAL. 

PRESENT. GOD!”  

 

Looking ahead to August, DLS will be holding “Back to 

School Night” on Wednesday, August 8 beginning at 6:00 

pm. More details will be coming. The 2018-19 school year 

for students will begin at DLS on Wednesday, August 15.    

 

DLS is continuing to make an effort to utilize Thrivent 

Action Team Grants and volunteers to have a positive 

impact on our school and ministry. In May, we reached out 

to the members of our association congregations asking 

Thrivent members to consider using their Action Team 

Grants to make an impact at DLS. Several people were 

moved to contact us as a willing partner in our summer 

projects. We are in the process of working through these. If 

you would like to be added to our list of potential Thrivent 

Action Team Grants, please contact Board of Education 

President Tyler Harms or myself. It is always better to run 

out of qualifying projects than to run out of Thrivent Action 

Team Grants. We would like to send a BIG THANK you out 

to those who have already offered to help with their 

Thrivent Action Team Grant. If this is something you would 

like to do, please feel free to contact one of the Board of 

Education members or myself. 

 

Summer is always a time for school improvement projects. 

On our June 6 workday, the DLS Board of Education tore 

out old flooring in the kitchen, supply room, office and east  

stage hallway. As I type this article, new flooring is already 

in  the  kitchen,  supply  room  and  school  office.  What a  

tremendous change! The results look GREAT! Feel free to 

stop over and check them out. I think you will be 

impressed! We again praise God for the anonymous 

donation and volunteer labor that made these new 

improvements happen. (See pictures page 7, 8) 

 

We have also utilized a Thrivent Action Team Grant to 

purchase shelving from a Toys-R-Us store in Lincoln that is 

closing. This shelving will be assembled and installed along 

the back wall of the stage to assist with storage and 

organization. By the time this article is printed, we hope this 

project and the flooring on the east stage hallway will be 

completed.   

 

During the month of July, we hope to accomplish a few 

more facility improvement projects. It is also our goal to 

install new classroom flooring in four of the classrooms 

before the start of the 2018-19 school year. This is a lofty 

goal, but one we really hope to reach. Volunteers are 

certainly welcomed. Flooring in the library and 1
st
/2

nd
 

classroom will be replaced next summer. Funding for all the 

classroom and library floors is coming from last fall’s 

Biennial DLS School Auction. Again, we praise God and 

thank everyone that supported the DLS School Auction to 

make these much-needed upgrades possible! 

 

Our staff will be busy working on other projects as well over 

the next months leading up the start of the 2018-19 school 

year. DLS is still taking registrations. If you or someone you 

know (especially, new people moving to the Deshler area 

this summer) is interested in learning more about the 

benefits of a Christ-centered education from DLS, please let 

me know as I would love to have the opportunity to visit 

with them or you.   

 

Blessings on your summer! 

 

In Christ, 

 

Todd Voss, Principal 

Deshler Lutheran School 
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             School Improvement Projects - New Flooring 
 

 

            SUPPLY ROOM - BEFORE                               SUPPLY ROOM - AFTER 

    
  
 

 

                    OFFICE - BEFORE                                              OFFICE - AFTER  

 
 

                  OFFICE - AFTER 



7 

New Flooring in School Kitchen 
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Tyson Bauer ................................ 3 

Marvin Schardt ........................... 3 

Trevor Noojin ............................. 6 

Kolby Finke ................................ 9 

Hannah Noojin .......................... 10 

Bruce Finke ............................... 11 

Jaydin Mackey .......................... 11 

Garrett Genzmer ....................... 12 

Scott Laaker .............................. 13 

Julianna Finke ........................... 15 

Brextin Harms ........................... 15 

David Pohlmann ....................... 15 

Patricia Mueller ........................ 16 

Kristin Doering ......................... 17 

Cindy Watson ........................... 17 

Cale Schardt .............................. 22 

Gary Meyer ............................... 23 

Julie Effenbeck ......................... 24 

Reinold Kruse ........................... 24 

Janet Larkins ............................. 24 

Jonathan Peters ......................... 26 

Logan Schardt ........................... 26 

Kalen Sedlachek ....................... 27 

Kalab Reinke ............................ 29 

 

BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

Drew Ayres................................. 2 

Austin Beck ................................ 3 

Larry Plock ................................. 3 

Jon Capek ................................... 6 

Heather Cooper........................... 6 

Timothy Pohlmann ..................... 6 

Ivy Harms ................................... 7 

Delbert Lemke ............................ 7 

Gregory Hornbostel .................... 9 

Diane Schardt ........................... 10 

Steven Harms ........................... 11 

Eric Holle ................................. 11 

Coltin Hansen ........................... 13 

Mark Miesner ........................... 13 

Megan Gohner .......................... 16 

Roger Genzmer......................... 23 

Marvin Schardt ......................... 24 

Blake Schardt ........................... 25 

Marilyn Schardt ........................ 26 

 

 

 
 

 

Andrew & Ellen 

Schmidt ...................................................     July 9 

                           24 years 

Rev. Dale & Suzanne 

Kaster (missionaries) ..............................   July 11 

         31 years 

 

Hayden & Kelsey  

Meyer ......................................................    July 22 

        1 year 

 

Douglas & Pamela 

Harms......................................................      July 30 

                              24 years 


