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Pastor Brian’s 

Message 
 

Greetings to you in the name of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
 

 I pray that this Fall has started 

off well for you. I have been so 

blessed by our Tuesday Bible 

Study and our Thursday morning 

“Conversations” time is going 

awesome. I would encourage you 

to come and join us sometime. 
 

 As many of you know this is 

the 500
th
 anniversary of the 

Reformation. October 31, 1517 is 

the day that Martin Luther nailed 

the 95 Theses to the church door in 

Wittenberg, Germany in response 

to the selling of indulgences that 

was taking place. If you would like 

to learn more about Luther and his 

history and theology, I encourage 

you to go to www.lhm.org and 

check out the Bible Studies from 

Lutheran Hour Ministries. There 

are videos that you can watch and 

study guides to download and go 

through. As we think about Luther, 

we are reminded of his three “so-

las” that were at the center of the 

Reformation. 
 

“Sola Gratia” (Grace alone) This 

is really the foundation for the the-

ology of Luther. The Roman Cath-

olic Church was teaching that you 

could buy God’s forgiveness. If 

you paid money to the church, they 

would give you forgiveness. It was 

this selling of indulgences that 

spurred Luther on to creating his 

95 theses. Luther stood firm on 

Romans 3:24 that mankind is justi-

fied freely by the grace of God. It 

is not by works as Paul says in 

Ephesians 2:9, it is God’s gift to 

you through the life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 

 “Sola Fide” (Faith Alone) Luther 

held that we receive this gift of 

God’s grace only through faith in 

Jesus Christ and what He did for 

us. It is not something that can be 

bought. It is not something that can 

be handed out by the church. God 

gives this gift of faith through the 

Word and Sacraments. Faith is the 

means by which we receive this 

grace. Romans 1:16 was really the 

theme verse for Luther. He wasn’t 

ashamed of the Gospel, because it 

gives salvation to all who believe. 

Salvation comes through faith in 

Christ alone. 
 

“Sola Scriptura” (Scripture 

Alone) There is no denying the 

importance Luther placed in the 

Word. He even translated the Bible 

into German so that the common 

people would be able to read the 

Scriptures. He held that Scripture 

alone is where we go to for the 

truth of God. It is not found in tra-

dition or anywhere else. It is found 

only in Scripture. It is Scripture 

that we look to and cling to when it 

comes to the truth of God and His 

plan for salvation. It is where we 

look to find God’s plan of salva-

tion. 
 

 Throughout the year of cele-

brating the 500
th
 anniversary of the 

Reformation the theme, “It’s Still 

All About Jesus” has been on 

many different things throughout 

the Synod. That is true. Everything 

is still all about Jesus and it is Je-

sus that we fix our eyes on and 

Jesus that we point people to. 

What an amazing Savior we have 

and what an amazing Jesus. 
 

In Jesus –  

The Healer of the Hurting, 
 

Pastor Brian 
 

 

 

mailto:deshlerluth@gpcom.net
http://www.lhm.org/
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Official Acts 
 

No official acts since the September 

newsletter 

  
 

The Lutheran Hour 

 

Sunday mornings:  

6:30 KFAB Omaha 1110 AM  

 7:30 WIBW Topeka 580 AM  

 8:00 BOTT North Platte 107.9 FM  

10:00 KRVN Lexington 880 AM 
 

Anytime at www.lutheranhour.org 
 

October 1 

"Power to Overcome Worry and 

Anxiety" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 

Thanksgiving and anxiety are two 

opposing forces. Have you ever 

thanked God for your problems, 

pains, and suffering? 

(Philippians 4:4-13) 
 

October 8 

"No Selfies Needed" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 

God isn't afraid of messy people. He 

loves the broken, embraces the out-

cast, and seeks the lost. 

(Philippians 4:4-14) 
 

October 15 

"Luther the Man: Called by God to 

Boast in Him " 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 

Although Martin Luther is widely 

regarded as one of the most influen-

tial people of the last 500 years, he 

knew he was no big deal, compared 

to Christ. 

(1 Corinthians 1:26-31) 
 

October 22 

"The Enduring Reformation Mo-

ment and Message of Grace" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 

The Reformation was quite a mo-

ment for Martin Luther, but also for 

people who suddenly heard of a 

merciful God Who really cared for 

them. (2 Corinthians 4:13-18) 
 

October 29 

"A Reformation Invitation - the 

Just Live by Faith " 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 

500 years ago, Martin Luther redis-

covered a truth that turned the world 

upside down: the just shall live by 

faith. Can this message transform 

you today? (Romans 1:16-17) 

 

Quarterly Voters 

Meeting Minutes 

July 30, 2017 
 

The St. Peter Lutheran Church quarterly 

voters meeting was called to order by 

President Randy Meyer at 11:00 a.m. 

on Sunday, July 30, 2017. Pastor Fran-

cik opened with prayer. 
 

Secretary’s Report 

President Meyer asked for a motion to 

accept the April Voters Meeting 

minutes. Motion made by Naomi 

Grupe seconded by Steve Harms to 

approve the minutes. There was no 

discussion and the motion passed. 
 

Pastor’s Report 

Pastor Francik reviewed the 2017 2
nd

 

quarter church statistics. Membership 

loss through transfer the past quarter 

was Kara Baney (Dunn); through death 

Vernal Ohlrich & Elmer Heider. Mem-

bers received through confirmation 

(seven); through transfer Kolby, Julian-

na, Mason & Duncan Finke; through 

baptism Bryndal Schardt 

One private baptism & private burial 

(both non-members) 

Membership as of June 30, 2017 is as 

follows - 332 Baptized, 282 Confirmed, 

& 254 voting members.  

Pastor Francik will observe the vicar at 

St. Peter’s Davenport until the 1
st
 of 

September when St. Peter Deshler re-

sumes services at 9:30. Pastor will then 

be meeting with him weekly on Mon-

day afternoon for the next year. The 

district and the leader of vicars ap-

proved Pastor Francik as supervisor. St. 

Peter’s Davenport voters approved 

Vicar Schaffer to perform Baptisms & 

serve Holy Communion. Any weddings 

will be officiated by Pastor Francik. 
 

Pastor Flores St. Mark’s Ruskin/Trinity 

Friedensau will be teaching Religion & 

leading Chapel during the year. 
 

Elders’ Report (Kent Betten) 

Constitutional Committee in Seward 

approved the changes to the constitu-

tion. They also sent back some sugges-

tions which will be voted on in Octo-

ber. 
 

Trustees’ Report (Reinold Kruse) 

Troy Hansen is looking into a small 

hole in the stained glass. They have 

been changing light bulbs & mowing 

lawns. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

Sara Kresser went over the Treasurer’s 

report that was handed out. Deshler 

Lutheran payments are paid up thru 

July. FICA 2
nd

 Qtr will be paid in July. 

Offerings are under by $7,000. July 

mowing will come from the general 

fund, as the cemetery fund is low on 

funds. 
 

The balances in the various balance 

sheet accounts as of June 30, 2017: 

General Fund $16,041.20 

Scholarship Fund $3,807.57 

Building Fund $8,835.44 

Cemetery Fund $1,207.95 (on report) 

but Sara says that with mowing ex-

penses it is at 0 
 

School Board Report 

Todd Voss reported the following 

about the upcoming school year 

 The theme for this year is He-

brews 12:2 “Fixing our eyes 

on JESUS” 

 Donations so far have totaled 

$2,500 

 St. Mark Ruskin has designat-

ed DLS as a special mission & 

have given $2,700 

 This year the Beef Boosters 

will be donating beef to be 

served for the school lunch 

program 

http://www.lutheranhour.org/
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 The tile in the hallway has 

been taken out & will be re-

placed this week with donat-

ed labor, gifts & Thrivent Ac-

tion Teams 

 Kindergarten enrollment is at 

6 

 The east side concrete will be 

repaired  

 School starts August 16 & the 

auction will take place No-

vember 18 
 

Cemetery Report (Larry Plock) 

 Badgers have not returned af-

ter holes have been filled 

 Dennis Harms painted the 

bell at the Kiowa cemetery  

 Bob Ludwig was approached 

because he was on the ceme-

tery committee & St. Peter 

was given 1
st
 chance to buy 

one acre surrounding Im-

manuel Cemetery that is prai-

rie land for $2000 

 Council talked about the pro-

spect of more land for the 

cemetery/more parking but 

there is plenty of space left 

plus there have been only a 

few burials there in the last 

ten years. Council recom-

mended not to purchase it 

 Alan Bohling & Dale Hoops 

made & second motion to 

pass on the land. Motion 

passed 
 

OLD BUSINESS  
 

Old communion ware – Pat Schardt 

made the suggestion that the com-

munion ware should stay at the church. 

The most ornate items will be dis-

played on the back altar. The rest will 

be put back in the communion closet. 

 

NEW BUSINESS  
 

After the Thrivent Action Team card 

comes in, the trim on the church will 

be painted in September. 
 

Circuit Forum Delegate  

At the October 15 circuit forum, the 

circuit will elect a new circuit visitor. 

Pastor Schmidt is the current circuit 

visitor. Today we are electing a lay 

delegate to the circuit forum who can 

cast a vote for the circuit visitor. Brad 

Cooper submitted his name. Bob Lud-

wig & Larry Plock made & seconded 

the motion. Motion passed for Brad 

Cooper to be our delegate to the cir-

cuit forum. In January, we will elect a 

delegate to the district convention. 
 

Video Screen Project  

We are in the preliminary stages of 

gathering input of where & what to 

put on the video screen. ½ the money 

has been committed for the project. A 

couple of ideas have been presented 

 Behind the altar – Pat Schardt 

 At St. John Seward the 

screens are hidden in the arch 

until they are used 

 The screen will be 100% 

funded by donations & will 

only be finalized after the 

goal has been met 
 

Motion was made to adjourn by Steve 

Harms second by Dale Hoops. Motion 

passed. 
 

Mark Varner 

Recording Secretary  

 

Deshler Lutheran 

School Board Minutes 

August 21, 2017 
 

Attendance: Shannon LeFave, Tyler 

Harms, Justus Harms, Rick Stengel, 

Audra Capek, Jeremy Schardt, Galen 

Sasse, Pastor Brian, Todd Voss, Ab-

sent: Jamie Calkins, Mike Holtzen 
 

Visitors: Amy Voss, Mary LeFave 
 

Shannon LeFave opened with devo-

tion. 
 

Agenda was approved as presented 
 

Secretary Report:  The April 17, 

2017 and May 15, 2017 minutes 

were read and approved. 
 

Treasurer Report: The June 30, 2017 

report was presented, Shannon 

made the motion to approve and 

Galen seconded--motion carried. 

The July 31, 2017 report was pre-

sented, Jeremy made the motion to 

approve and Shannon seconded--

motion carried. The current balances 

are as follows: General: $37600.52, 

Hot Lunch: $3652.35, Needs: 

$19945.98, Chapel: $79.58. The Au-

gust 21 report will be approved at 

next meeting. 
 

Trustee Report: Galen reported that 

the dishwasher has been fixed and 

serviced for the new school year. A 

new freezer has been purchased as 

the existing one was beyond repair, 

the refrigerator is still waiting for a 

new part and the part will be cov-

ered under warranty, the whiteboard 

in the 5th and 6th grade classroom is 

installed and the bridge on the play-

ground has been fixed. 
 

Pastor Report: Pastor Brian had 

nothing to report at this time. 
 

Administrator Report: (1) Thank 

you to all the board members and 

volunteers who were able to help 

with the flooring and carpet install in 

hallways and front entrance. (2) We 

are grateful to receive donations 

from St. Peter’s Davenport in the 

amount of $2500 and also St. Mark 

Ruskin in the amount of $2700 +. (3) 

DLS received a $488 scholarship 

from the Nebraska District LCMS 

Scholarship fund. (4) DLS applied for 

and received a $500 grant from the 

LCEF and it will be applied to use for 

the TEC 21 workshop. (5) Theme for 

the 2017-2018 school year is "Fixing 

our eyes on JESUS!" and comes from 

Hebrews 12:2, and the pastors had a 

great opening chapel to kickoff the 

school year. (6) The enrollment for 

this year is 48. (7) Brian Young came 

on August 17 to present Creation, 

the Eclipse and Astronomy; this was a 

great presentation for the kids and 

around 50 visitors. We received a 

generous anonymous donation to 

pay for this presentation. (8) State 

Trooper Cook will be at the school 

on October 23 to discuss the "Dan-

gers of Drug and Alcohol to the 5-8 

students. (9) The new phone system 

has been purchased for $516.79.  
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(10) Ray Wright is helping to get a 

google website and email system 

started. (11) We were blessed to ap-

ply for and use 11 Thrivent grants for 

our school this summer. (12) The 

school year is off to a great start with 

a great staff. 
 

Old Business: The Hallway floor tile 

and Walk-off carpet tile is Done!! 

The playground project for Caleb 

Jalas’s Eagle Scout Project is being 

pushed back to next year as he is 

awaiting approvals. The Concrete 

project will be done on August 24 

and 25. The volleyball net is awaiting 

the brackets that need to be made 

for above ground usage due to 

ductwork system running under-

ground.  
 

New Business:  (A) A new freezer was 

purchased for the kitchen, Galen 

made a motion to approve this pur-

chase with a second by Shannon--

motion carried. (B) The concrete pro-

ject is set for August 24 and 25. We 

will tear out on the 24 at 4 o'clock. 

(C) Mary LeFave talked with the 

board about the approaching school 

auction on November 18. She passed 

around a signup sheet for the auc-

tion and asked the board if they 

were willing to donate for the auc-

tion. There will also be a FOS meet-

ing on August 23. (D) The play-

ground is in need for some new 

wood chips, we have received two 

Thrivent grants for this project and 

are looking for wood chip materials 

still. ( E) The Fall Principals Conven-

tion is on September 22 in Seward 

and is focused on team ministry. 

Shannon made a motion to fund this 

out of the Continuing Ed fund with a 

second by Tyler--Motion Carried. (F) 

The All Church Workers Conference 

is October 19 and 20 in Lincoln at 

The Cornhusker. The cost of this is 

$650 for all staff members plus hotel 

expense for two teachers. Galen 

made the motion to fund this out of 

the Continuing Ed fund with a sec-

ond by Jeremy--motion carried. (G) 

Our copier machine lease is up. Todd 

presented new lease agreements 

from Eakes Office Solutions. Tyler 

made the motion to approve the 

lease of the Sharp MX 4050N Color 

MFP with a second from Justus--

motion carried. (H) The Health insur-

ance plan for DLS is Concordia Plan 

C. (I) Right Now Media subscription 

for the school to be funded from 

anonymous donation was moved by 

Shannon and seconded by Audra--

motion carried. (J) The payment for 

summer help was tabled until next 

meeting. 
 

Dates to Remember: School Pictures 

on 8-25, MAP testing the week of 8-

28, September Board of Ed meeting 

9-18 at 8 p.m. with Mike leading de-

votions. 
 

Adjournment: Motion by Shannon to 

adjourn, seconded by Tyler--Motion 

Carried. Pastor Brian closed in prayer.      
 

Acting Secretary, 

Tyler Harms 

 
 
 

 

 
Meeting Minutes 

September 7 
 

 

President Anita welcomed nine 

members and Pastor Brian to our 

meeting. 
 

Pastor Brian led us in a Bible Study 

entitled “The Gift of Service.” We 

learned how otherwise unknown 

women in the Bible served God. Our 

service is not trivial. God gave each 

one of us different talents. We 

should use our talents to serve oth-

ers. God uses this gift to build His 

kingdom and bring glory to His 

name. 
 

Roll call was answered by telling how 

each of us can serve others. 
 

Minutes of the last meeting were  

approved and will be placed on file. 

The treasurer’s report was approved 

and will be placed on file. 
 

Election of officers was held.   

     Bev will serve as secretary for two  

 more years. 

     Anita will be the Christian Life for  

 one year. 

     Lois will move from Vice Presi

 dent to President. 

     The position of Vice President has  

 not been filled. 

A motion was made, seconded, and 

carried to accept those presented to 

serve in these offices. 
 

Anita presented Robin with a gift to 

welcome her as a new member. 
 

We discussed LWML Sunday. It was 

decided to have LWML Sunday Oc-

tober 15. A motion was made by 

Carol, seconded by Sheryl, and car-

ried to use the offering from LWML 

Sunday to cover the expense for our 

Deshler School Backpack Project. We 

will hand mite boxes out to every-

one. Sharon will ask Diane Schardt to 

bake a cake to serve after church to 

celebrate the 75
th

 Anniversary of 

LWML. 
 

The Fall Rally will be in Davenport on 

October 22 with registration begin-

ning at 1:45. Linda Fees, Donna Mey-

er, Suzanne Jagels, and Julie & Paul 

Folkerts will be speaking about their 

trip to Russia. Ingathering will be 

monetary donations for children in 

Russia through the Orphan Grain 

Train. There will also be a collection 

for the zone treasury. 
 

In commemoration of our 75
th

 Anni-

versary this year, Anita read the 

Deshler LWML history. It was very 

interesting. 
 

President Anita reminded everyone 

that the Parkview Haven Bingo Party 

will be Thursday, November 16 at 

2:00. It was decided to serve donuts. 
 

Pastor Brian announced that DLS will 

be having their Dinner & Auction 
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Saturday, November 18. A motion 

was made by Lois, seconded by Pat, 

and carried to donate between $75 

and $100 to make a basket to be 

auctioned off. Robin and Sharon 

volunteered to make up this basket. 
 

Pastor Brian also asked everyone to 

be thinking of themes/projects for 

next year. We will discuss ideas at 

our November meeting. 
 

President Anita thanked our hostess-

es, Colleen and Sharon. They served 

delicious root beer floats for lunch. 

Hostesses for our next meeting will 

be Lois and Edna. 
 

We closed the meeting with a song 

about “service” and prayer by Pastor 

Brian. 

                                                                                     

Secretary,  

Bev Harms                                                               

 

Looking for  

More People for our  

Music Groups 
 

We are looking 

for more peo-

ple for our vo-

cal choir, bell 

choir and in-

strumentalist 

groups. These 

re amazing 

groups where 

you can use 

your gifts to 

praise the Lord, 

be a blessing to the congregation 

and have fellowship with others. If 

you would like to learn more about 

the vocal or bell choir and be a part 

of either of these groups, please 

contact Jamie Calkins. If you would 

like to learn more about our instru-

mental group, please contact Mark 

Schardt. God has blessed this con-

gregation with a rich history of music 

and we pray that God would contin-

ue to use these groups to praise His 

name. 
 

 

 

 

 
 LWML Sunday  

 is October 15  
 

LWML Sunday will be celebrated 

October 15. We will also observe 

the 75
th

 anniversary of LWML. 
 

LWML Sunday  

 Offering Goes to 

Backpack Program  
 

This year the St. Peter LWML Sun-

day offering will go to support 

Deshler Public School’s Backpack 

Program.  
 

Deshler’s Backpack Program was 

started in the fall of 2012. The 

number of students served by this 

program has grown from seven to 

twenty-eight over the years. Within 

our community there are families 

who are struggling to make ends 

meet. Children in those families 

often need a boost in nutrition to 

be sure they are ready to learn 

when school begins each week; 

hunger can cause an inability to 

concentrate. The program is meant 

to “help our own” if times become 

difficult.  
 

This local program fills backpacks 

with nutritious items to give sup-

port each Friday. The children re-

turn the backpacks on Monday to 

be filled again the following Friday. 

Money and food stuffs come 

through donations from organiza-

tions and individuals. The LWML 

hopes that members of the con-

gregation would prayerfully con-

sider supporting this program and 

place a donation in the envelopes 

provided for the offering.  

 
 

 

Deshler Zone Fall 

LWML Rally October 22 
 

We’re planning an enjoyable after-

noon for the Deshler Zone Fall Ral-

ly at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in 

Davenport on Sunday, October 22. 

Registration begins at 1:45 p.m. The 

rally will begin at 2:00 p.m. 
 

The theme for the afternoon is Jesus 

Christ Above All for All with the 

theme verse from Philippians 2:9,  

Therefore God has highly exalted him 

and bestowed on him the name that 

is above every name. The afternoon 

will include devotions by Pastor Bri-

an, zone counselor, the LWML con-

vention report, and elections. 
 

 
 

The speakers for the afternoon will 

be Linda Fees, past District President, 

Paul and Julie Folkerts, Donna Meyer 

and Suzanne Jagels. They will give a 

presentation on their mission trip to 

Russia. 
 

Ingathering for the day will be 

monetary donations to the Russian 

orphanages via Orphan Grain Train. 
 

A zone offering will be taken for 

zone expenses. 
 

The Deshler Zone is comprised of 

area churches at Chester, Davenport, 

Deshler, Fairbury, Hebron, Hubbell, 

Ruskin and Superior. All ladies and 

young girls are welcome - bring a 

friend or two to share some  

special time together. 
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Animals from Ronald & Patricia Schardt’s Collection of Animals  

Donated to New Creation Museum at Mission Central 
 

On Monday, September 18, taxidermy specimens from the late Ronald Schardt’s big game collection were transported to 

Mission Central near Mapleton, Iowa as part of its new Creation Museum. The Creation Museum is being constructed and 

will be used to tell about how God created all things, including the animals. The museum will feature seating for 150. The 

general contractors are Dr. Jim and Carol Segebart of Dennison, Iowa. The masonry construction is under the supervision 

of Dr. Mike Petersen and his crew also from Dennison, Iowa. Michael Burger of Davenport, NE is creating the artwork. 

Hopes are to have the Creation Museum done by the first week in November. 

 

Gary Thies is founder of Mission Central, which is part of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod World Mission Global 

Gospel Outreach. The non-profit mission agency funds and supports missionaries, provides housing and respite services 

for missionaries returning to the USA for visits, and provides mission events, educational conferences, speakers, and wor-

ship space. Mission Central is unique in that it operates with no overhead costs. Ninety-seven volunteers keep the agency 

running. All materials and services are donated.  

 

Ronald Schardt was an avid big game hunter in both North America and Africa. His wife, Patricia, and four children have 

donated many of his trophies to be used in the New Creation Museum.  

 

         
               The first two animals, bear and lion, arrived at                                                     Todd and Yvonne Kranau of Blue Hill delivering the bear  
                                 Mission Central 3-23-2017                                                                               to  Mission Central near Mapleton, Iowa 3-23-2017     

                                                                                                                      

        
  Truck full of animals donated to the New Creation Museum  9-18- 17                               Unloading animals at Mission Central 9-19-2017 
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Mary Loontjer .......................................... 5 

Tamera Meyer ......................................... 7 

Gloria Reinboth ....................................... 7 

Kayson Biltoft ........................................... 8 

Neil Bohling .............................................. 9 

Scott Finke ............................................. 11 

James Bohling ...................................... 12 

Bryce Heinrichs .................................... 12 

Tamera Noojin...................................... 12 

Josh Kresser ........................................... 13 

Victor Sorge........................................... 13 

Jolene Harms ........................................ 17 

Janice Klaumann .................................. 18 

Margie Zoch .......................................... 21 

Brett Finke .............................................. 23 

Brooks Kresser ...................................... 23 

Annette Ohlrich ................................... 23 

Jamon Harms ........................................ 25 

Pamela Lemke ...................................... 25 

Helen Watson ....................................... 26 

Karla Deepe ........................................... 27 

Janet Robertson ................................... 28 

Monica Bohling .................................... 29 

October Baptism 

Birthdays 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everett Schardt ........................................ 2 

Heath Finke .............................................. 4 

Donna Genung ........................................ 5 

Hannah Noojin ........................................ 8 

Joseph Ruhnke ..................................... 13 

Alan Holle ............................................... 15 

Julie Effenbeck...................................... 16 

Beckham Renz ...................................... 16 

Brigett Effenbeck ................................. 18 

Janice Hornbostel ............................... 19 

Adam Holle ............................................ 22 

Mason Thompsen-Finke .................. 23 

Pamela Harms ...................................... 24 

Haylyn Mackey ..................................... 25 

KayLee Jo Dunlap ................................ 26 

Casey Laaker ......................................... 27 

Victor Sorge .......................................... 27 

Hayden Calkins .................................... 28 

Scott Finke ............................................. 28 

Gloria Reinboth .................................... 28 

Gavin Endorf ......................................... 31 

Susan Harms ......................................... 31 

 

 

 
 

 

Norman & Peggy 

Sorge ...................................... October 12 

 38 years 

Roger & Marilyn 

Genzmer ............................... October 14  

 59 years 

Scott & Roberta 

Laaker .................................... October 21 

 11 years 

Tyler & Krista 

Harms .................................... October 22  

 12 years 

 

Pictorial Directories 

Reduced 
 

 

 
 

As we have a number of pictorial 

directories left from our 125
th

 anni-

versary in September 2013, we are 

reducing the price 50%. To purchase 

a directory, contact Pastor Brian or 

Colleen. Directories are $3.00. 
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From the Principal’s Desk . . . October 2017 
 

The 2017-18 school year is off to a 

great start and things are moving 

quickly. As I write this article (9/15) for 

the October newsletter, we have al-

ready reached mid-term for first quar-

ter. We have many exciting events 

coming up in the final half of Septem-

ber. The Mr. Voss’s 7/8 grade class will 

be leading chapel next week. Mrs. 

Voss’s 5/6 classroom will be heading to 

Water Jamboree. Mrs. Werner’s class 

has a field trip & the 7/8 graders will 

be attending the Thayer County Health 

Fair @ Davenport.   

 

Planning is underway for the biannual 

DLS School Auction. The auction 

theme parallels the 2017-18 school 

year theme: “Fixing our eyes on JESUS!” 

The auction has been a transforma-

tional fundraiser for DLS. I brief look 

back at recent school improvements 

that have occurred as a direct result of 

the school auction include:  new win-

dows, bathroom renovation, play-

ground improvements, 1:1 iPads and 

the new gym floor. That is an impres-

sive list!! We are praying for God’s 

blessing again this year as we aim to 

purchase new Google Chromebooks 

for grades 5-8 and new classroom 

flooring. The DLS School Auction is 

Saturday, Nov. 18. We would like to 

extend a warm invitation for you to 

join us for this fun event in support of 

a great cause. We are currently taking 

donation for auction items. If you 

would like to contribute, but have not 

yet been contacted please call the 

school office (365-7858). You will be 

receiving an invitation in the coming 

weeks with more information. We en-

courage you to invite your friends. If 

you have any questions about reserva-

tion, feel free to contact our reserva-

tion committee: Roberta Laaker (402-

984-7874) or Juli Reinke (402-364-

3157). 

 

On August 30, DLS gained a new sec-

ond grade student to Mrs. Schardt’s 

classroom. We are very excited to add 

Joseph Engberg to our student body 

and welcome his parents, Chris and 

Danlynn Engberg and younger siblings, 

to the DLS School Family. Please join 

us in our prayer that God would con-

tinue to lead more students to DLS 

during the current school year. 

 

In late August, the Board of Education 

completed another facility improve-

ment project. You may have noticed 

that the approach from Sixth Street to 

the main student entrance at DLS was 

cracking up pretty badly. The large 

cracks were becoming a safety issue. 

On Thursday, August 24, the Board of 

Education and other volunteers set out 

to put an end to that concern. After 

school, skid loaders and sledgeham-

mers began tearing out the old ap-

proach and some bad sections of 

sidewalk on the east side of DLS. New 

forms were also set as the group of 

volunteers worked late into the even-

ing. Friday morning our group of vol-

unteers was back to work as they 

poured the new concrete. Sunday 

evening a group of volunteers met to 

complete the finishing touches of the 

project. We praise God for the results! 

The new approach and sidewalks look 

great and are significant improvements 

to our school campus. Students were 

very impressed. On the following 

Monday in the bus line, Dean Baden 

said, “Mr. Voss, the new cement is 

sooo smooth and the old cement was, 

well…. so… not.”  Logan Schmidt add-

ed, “Yeah, Mr. Voss, the new cement is 

awesome.” They were both right!   

We are very thankful for the donations 

and Thrivent Action Grant funding that 

covered the cost and to the people 

that made it happen. 

 

I am excited to be attending TEC 21. 

TEC 21 is a technology workshop for 

Lutheran educators that is sponsored 

by Concordia University. DLS received 

a $500 grant from Lutheran Church 

Extension Fund to help make my en-

rollment possible. On September 6, I 

traveled to Seward for my first of seven 

sessions. Dr. Laurie Friedrich, wife of 

Concordia University President Brian 

Friedrich, is my workshop facilitator. 

Day one was very good. I will be shar-

ing what I learn with the rest of the 

DLS staff. I look forward to the rest of 

the sessions as we learn the latest ways 

to utilize technology in the classroom. 

 

No doubt, the upcoming month of 

October will be action-packed! DLS will 

wrap up the end of first quarter on Oct. 

13, students in 5-8 will begin prepara-

tions for the fall musical, our staff will 

head to Lincoln for the Nebraska Dis-

trict LCMS All-Church Workers Con-

vention, and we look forward to cele-

brating the 500
th

 Anniversary of the 

Reformation. We will have a visit from 

the Deshler Volunteer Fire Department 

as part of our celebration of National 

Fire Prevention Week.  Missionary Sa-

rah Kanoy will visit DLS to lead chapel 

on Wednesday (a change from our 

normal Thursday time slot), Oct. 11. 

Sarah is a medical missionary serving 

in Kenya and East Africa. She left the 

comforts of a well-paying job in Oma-

ha, NE to answer the Lord’s calling to 

serve in a foreign land. We invite you 

to come and hear her story and learn 

what God is doing in Kenya & East 

Africa through this ministry. You and 

your friends are invited to attend Sa-

rah’s special community presentation 

@ 7:00 pm in the DLS Gym. We hope 

you can join us. 

 

And that’s not all. Mrs. Voss’ 5-6 grade 

classroom will be leading chapel on 

Oct. 5. First quarter parent-teacher 

conferences will be held Oct. 16-17. 

Later in the month, State Trooper 

Charlie Cook will be on campus for a 

presentation on Drugs and Alcohol 

Resistance for the 5
th

-8
th

 grade. And 

more…. Most importantly, at DLS we 

have the tremendous privilege of in-

corporating the rock-solid TRUTH of 

God’s Word with our students every 

day as we strive to “Fix our eyes on 

JESUS!” May God richly bless DLS in 

this vital endeavor! Thank you for your 

role in this ministry!  

 

In Christ,  

Todd Voss 

 Principal, 

Deshler Lutheran School  

Fixing our eyes on JESUS! 
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DLS Kindergarten 

Class 

 
 

Our Kindergartners were so excited 

to walk to Meadowlark Heights to 

meet some Grandpas and Grandmas, 

even on a 94-degree windy day!  
 

Their Thank You note sums up our 

visit :) 

 

"Dear Grandpas and Grandmas, 

Thank you for letting us come, and 

that we gave you hugs. Thank you 

for playing pool noodles with us. 

Thank you that we could use your 

water. We liked playing a game with 

you, and singing songs. Next time 

we will play a game with you again. 

All of our Kindergarten friends love 

you!" 
 

The Kindergartners at DLS 

Mrs. Juli Reinke 

 

 
Jaydin giving “Grandma” Mary a big hug 

 

 
Scarlett and  “Grandma” Florence 

 
Kindergartners using pool noodles and balloons to play volleyball with  

Grandmas and Grandpas at Meadowlark Heights 
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DLS 1st & 2nd  

 

 
 

These pictures are of some of the 

students who decided to build with 

sticks at recess. Barrett Harms, Dean 

Baden, and Dillon Schardt are shown 

above. The second picture is of So-

phia Fritz. These kiddos were super 

excited to show me everything they 

had built out of sticks!  

In Christ,  

Mrs. Desirae Schardt 
 

 
 

 
Phinn Harms was excited to catch some 
candy at the DHS Homecoming Pep Rally 
uptown. 

DLS 3rd & 4th  
 

 The third and fourth graders are busy preparing for our school auction, which 

will be held on Saturday, November 18. Our class will be preparing an item ready 

for bidding - a picnic basket with all the fixings, as well as a book written, illustrat-

ed, and photographed with the third and fourth graders. (Please see picture) 

Please plan on joining us as we celebrate our school and raise some funding for 

much-needed technology. We thank both churches for the financial support and 

prayers that they have given us throughout the years and we pray that we can be a 

blessing to you as well. 
 

 With the 500-year Reformation celebration coming up, our class will also be 

studying Martin Luther and the need for a reformation at that time. What an awe-

some God we serve! 
 

 Plum Creek Literacy Festival will be the site of our field trip on September 29. 

We will be listening to Philip Stead and Emily Arrow present their take on literacy. 

We will also enjoy spending time on Concordia's campus, and hope to see Mrs. 

Werner's daughters, Rachel and Leah, too! 
 

 We are off to a great year "Fixing Our Eyes on Jesus.” Please pray that we grow 

in our academics and our faith! 
 

Blessings to you all, 

Mrs. Pam Werner  
 

 
 

Pictured:  back row:  Lainey Vieselmeyer, Austyn Lindenmuth, Trevor Clauson, Ryver Holtzen 
middle row:  Grady Holtzen, Daphne Smith, Mason White, Logan Schardt, Claire Sasse, Gracie 
Erickson, Cooper Laaker front row:  Carlee Hinz 
 

 
 

 
  

  Sandbox 
 fun 

 at  
recess 
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DLS 5th & 6th  
 

It's been a busy start to the school 

year. We have been busy with prime 

numbers, photosynthesis, apostro-

phes, and sentence diagramming.  

 

Our class also has some responsibili-

ties for the upcoming Auction! We 

made a trip to Belleville, Kansas to 

ask the local businesses if they would 

be interested in donating an item to 

our school fundraiser. We were 

blessed and received many dona-

tions. The students will also be mak-

ing a quilted flag. We purchased the 

material and the wonderful lady at 

Sew Country in Belleville graciously 

donated the batting and the back-

ing. Mrs. Paula Hoops will be helping 

us sew and teaching us to quilt! This 

should be a lot of fun!!    

 

We visited an alpaca farm on the 

way home from Belleville. Brenda 

and Ray Danielson were very helpful 

in telling us all about the alpaca. She 

had just told us that the alpaca was a 

much gentler animal than the llama, 

and that the alpaca rarely spit on 

people. The words had hardly left 

her mouth, and "splat" Wyatt 

Holtzen had been hit! Oh my!!!  

 

I will say this over and over. It is 

SUCH a tremendous blessing to be 

able to share the love of Jesus with 

these students every single school 

day. In a world that is becoming so 

anti-Jesus, it is amazing to be in the 

Word every single day, learning 

more about Him, and giving the 

praise and glory to Him.   

 

Be blessed,  
<>< 

Mrs. Amy Voss 

 

 
 

 

Can you find the alpaca in this picture? 

 

Back Row L-R Samuel Hoops, Conner Schardt, Reese Harms, Tregan LeFave, Wyatt 

Holtzen, Ray Danielson Middle:  Jordan LeFave, Allie Vieselmeyer, (Louise, the al-

paca),Gracie Hinz, Colt Laaker, Maddyn Harms, Alex Wright Front:  Stormi Capek 

 

 

 

 
 

Conner Schardt and Alex Wright concentrating as they complete NWEA MAPP 

Testing on their iPads. 
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Pictures from DLS Grades 7 & 8 
 

1) Mr. Voss’s class working in the vineyards at Superior Estates Winery 
 

2) Matthew Sasse searching for grapes on the vine 
 

      
 

3) 7-8
th

 grade students singing “Trust in You” by Lauren Dagle during their classroom chapel 
 

4) 7-8 graders lead actions to “Every Move I Make” during chapel. 
 

5) The blind man and his imaginary seeing-eye camel as portrayed by Shane LeFave during the 7/8 grade skit entitled, “Sit, Spit,   

    and Sight!” 
 

6) DLS 8
th

 grade class celebrates doing a great job in their final class chapel. 
 

      
 

          


