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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Wood River, IL January 29, 2023 

4th Sunday After Epiphany 
Welcome to St. Paul!  
We are so happy that you are here and pray God’s richest blessings upon you. At St. Paul, you 
will find a community that is committed to walking together, warm hospitality, and relevant 
messages rooted in Scripture. We follow Jesus, grow as His disciples, serve, and tell others so 
that all may know Him as Savior and Lord.  If there is any way we can be of service to you, feel 
free to talk with the Pastor. 
 

As We Gather 
Why do the Beatitudes resonate with us? Yes, we who follow Christ are poor in spirit, we hunger 
for righteousness, and we know some persecution; but so do others, those who follow other 
gods. The difference is that, at the deepest level, God has promised blessings while we 
experience all those human emotions and take what action we think best. Those blessings come 
to us by grace, simply because God has chosen us, without any merit or worthiness in us. We are 
not worthy, just as God’s Old Testament people did not merit His attention, but we and they 
received it nonetheless. God has chosen to make us worthy by sending His Son in our place. In 
today’s Readings, He explains what pleases Him. Only Christ lived the perfect life, but the Gospel 
certainly moves us to respond to God’s choosing us, as best we can, in love and service. 
 

We Celebrate Holy Communion Today 
In this Supper of our Lord, we receive the true body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ, in with 
and under the bread and wine for the forgiveness of our sins. Since this is also a sign of our 
common confession of faith, we welcome to the Lord's Supper all those who are confirmed 
members of congregations of the Lutheran-Church Missouri Synod, all others are asked to 
please talk to Pastor. Non-alcohol wine is included in the center of each tray for those with 
special needs. 
 

Sign of the Cross  
As a reminder that you are a forgiven child of God baptized in the name of the Triune God, you 
are encouraged to make the sign of the cross upon yourself at those points in the worship 
service marked with a T. 
 

Preparation for Worship  
The readings for our worship together next Sunday are Isaiah 58:3-9a, 1 Corinthians 2:1-12(13-
16), and Matthew 5:13-20. 
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The Order of Worship 
 

Opening Hymn  Blessed Jesus, at Your Word  904 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 

Invocation 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
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C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the 
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

Introit Psalm 1:1–5; antiphon: v. 6 

P  For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. 

C Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of 
sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

P  but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. 

C  He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf 
does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. 

P  The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

C  Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of 
the righteous. 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be forever. Amen. 

C  For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty we 
cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry 
us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Micah 6:1–8 

1Hear what the LORD says: Arise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear 
your voice. 2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of 
the earth, for the LORD has an indictment against his people, and he will contend with Israel. 3“O 
my people, what have I done to you? How have I wearied you? Answer me! 4For I brought you 
up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I sent before you 
Moses,  Aaron, and Miriam. 5O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, and 
what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you 
may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 6“With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow 
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myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 
7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give 
my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8He has told you, 
O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 

 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 
is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world 
did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save 
those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God 
is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is 
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring 
to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30He 
is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast 
in the Lord.” 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 5:1–12 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. 
 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, 
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
Sit 
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Sermon Hymn  Son of God, Eternal Savior  842 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon  Pastor Schultz 
 

Stand 

Nicene Creed  Inside back cover of the hymnal 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P  Let us pray for all people who call out to God in their distress. For our brothers and sisters 

who are poor in spirit because of outside oppression or personal problems, that God 
would remind them of their heavenly citizenship, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord. 
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P For those who mourn, that by their faith in Christ’s resurrection they would be comforted, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord. 
 

P For those who are meek as they thirst for righteousness, that God would raise up local and 
national leaders to provide security and justice for all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord. 
 

P For those who reflect the mercy of God as they tend to the physical, emotional, and 
spiritual needs of those under their care, that God would give them wisdom and strength, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord. 
 

P For those who single-mindedly focus on sharing God’s peace with conflicted people 
around them, that God would keep them strong in faith to use every opportunity at their 
disposal, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord. 
 

P For the Church wherever people gather around Word and Sacrament, that God would 
alleviate persecution they may be enduring and let the Church grow in faith and numbers, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord. 
 

P For ourselves in every difficulty, that God would remind us of Christ’s having done in our 
stead all that He calls us to do, let us pray to the Lord. 

C In grateful thanksgiving, we rejoice this day and look forward to the reward our Savior 
won for us. To You alone, O Father, be all the glory, with Your Son and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Sit 

Offering 

 

Offertory LSB 192 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
“We greet one another with the “Peace of the Lord.” 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

     2   O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
You take the sin of the world away; 
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

Sit 
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Distribution Hymn  Blest Are They  982 
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Distribution Hymn  Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face  631 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness; 
    Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood; 
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace: 
    Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God. 

 

6 Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear; 
    The feast, though not the love, is past and gone; 
The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here; 
    Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun. 

 

7 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by, 
    Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above, 
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 
    The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love. 
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Distribution Hymn  In the Cross of Christ I Glory  427 

 

 

 
 
Stand 

Dismissal 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

C 1 O Lord, now let Your servant  
    Depart in heav’nly peace, 
    For I have seen the glory 
    Of Your redeeming grace: 
    A light to lead the Gentiles 
    Unto Your holy hill, 
    The glory of Your people, 
    Your chosen Israel. 

 2 All glory to the Father, 
    All glory to the Son, 
    All glory to the Spirit, 
    Forever Three in One; 
    For as in the beginning, 
    Is now, shall ever be, 
    God’s triune name resounding 
    Through all eternity. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
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Benedicamus LSB 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn  O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright 395 sts. 1, 4–6 
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Soli Deo Gloria 
 

T T T 
 

Those Serving This Week: 
Pastor: Rev. Dr. David Schultz 
Organist:  James Gauen 
Elders: 8a – Bruce Seehausen; 10:30a – John Gagliardo 
Ushers: 8a – Brad Gwaltney, Mark Vallow, Bob Thompson, Joey Sexton, Adam Vallow 
10:30a – David Gilleland, Christian Green, Jeff Boots 
Acolytes: 8a – Brendan Seehausen, James Wojcikiewicz; 10:30a – Sylvia Crockett, Ella 
Foiles 
Communion Assistants: Fill/8a – Bruce & Anita Seehausen; Wash & Fill/8a – Mike & 
Diane Schuette; Wash/10:30a – Darrell & Lisa Tucker 
Offering Collectors: 8a – Ralph Hall; 10:30a – Travis Mouser 
Offering Counters: Starla Laper, Janell Schleeper 
Video Recorder: Aidan Briggs 
Weekend Duty: Mark Vallow 
 

Acknowledgments 
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Weekly News and Notes 
 

Youth Group 
7/8th and High School Youth will meet at Edison’s TODAY from 2:00-3:30pm. There are a 
few tickets remaining. Let pastor know if you would like to attend.  

 

H.S.Y.G will be going to the STL Blues Game on Thursday, Feb. 16th at 8pm.  Pastor needs 
to purchase tickets in advance. Please let him know if you can attend by Sunday, Feb. 
5th.  

 

St. Paul Preschool Registration  
Registration for the 2023 – 24 school year begins on Feb. 6th for present Preschool parents and 
St. Paul members only. The week of February 21st, registration will be open to the public. To 
enter the 3-year-old or 4-year-old program, the child must be 3 or 4 by Sept. 1, 2023.  Tuition 
will be: $85 for 2-day classes and $100 for 3-day classes. Registration forms are available in the 
Preschool classroom or the church office. The registration fee is $50 and should be paid at that 
time. Remember, the classes are on a first come, first serve basis and quickly fill up. 

 

1st Communion Classes 
Remember, if you plan to attend the 1st Communion Classes you must register. Please sign up in 
the narthex or call the Church Office. If you would like to read about our 1st Communion 
classes, please pick up a handout in the narthex. If you have questions, please speak with Pastor 
Schultz. 

 

Braille Volunteers 
Every month a group of St. Paul members meet to assemble books of the Bible in Braille.  We 
are currently looking for more volunteers.  We meet the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 9am at 
Zion Bethalto.  Please call the Church Office for more information. 
 

Save the Date 
Our annual Chili Cook-Off and Auction will be held on Saturday, March 11, 2023. Please consider 
making a donation to be used in the auction such as; theme baskets, event tickets, “assisting” 
services, gift cards/certificates, etc.. Donations can be dropped off in the Church Office. Those 
interested in volunteering for the event, please speak with Christian Green, Renee Seehausen, 
or Pastor. 
 

Education Building Repair 
Work continues on our Education Building! These repairs will help keep water out of our 
building and allow the Gospel to be proclaimed to our families for years to come. We encourage 
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your family to prayerfully consider making a special gift to help pay for this project! Special 
envelopes are located in the narthex. 
 

Sausage Supper 
Zion Lutheran – Bethalto is having their 73rd annual Sausage Supper “Drive-thru only” TODAY 
from noon – 6:00p. $12 per dinner includes fried sausage, sauerkraut, mashed potatoes & gravy, 
green beans, applesauce and a slice of pie (apple, cherry or pumpkin). Cash, check, credit/debit 
are accepted ($.40 transaction fee will be added for card payments). 
 

Attendance: Sunday, January 22nd: 8:00a – 109; 10:30a – 140; Total – 249;  Sunday School: 
Youth – 25; Adults – 58; Total: 83. 
 

Those Celebrating Baptismal Birthdays: 
1/29 – Steve Enke, Janet Gillis, Gerald Klaas, Andrew Richards, Jack Sexton, Christopher Tite, 
Claire Tite; 1/30 – Roger King; 1/31 – Emily Giordano, Kevin Brumitt; 2/1 – Andrew Agney Jr., 
Austin Agney, William Birdsell, Sophia Bold, Ginger Gornall, Jeff Hunt, Anita Seehausen, Jan 
Weise; 2/2 – Chris Bort, Wayne Poenitske; 2/4 – Emily Westerhold  

 

Those Celebrating Birthdays: 
1/29 – Paul Garbe, Lisa Kalagian, Hannah Laper; 1/30 – Madison Crockett, Laura Morrison, 
Dionne Sewell; 2/1 – Barbara Gruen, Tom Hansen; 2/2 – Austin Griebe, Bret Meyer, Jim Reveal; 
2/3 – Connor Kieu, Jerry Metts, Cameron Schleeper, Sandy Stamm  

 

Those Celebrating Anniversaries: 
1/30 – Chaz & Briana Robertson; 1/31 – Joshua & Jaclyn Langston; 2/4 – Jewel & Elsie Hand, Jr. 

 

Those Serving Next Week, Feb. 5th: 
Elders: 8a – Richard Strasen; 10:30a – Jon Giordano 
Ushers: 8a – Mike Schuette, Jerry Metts, Bill Hall, Keith McDonald, Gary Strohmeier 
10:30a – Jeff Fletcher, Ty Short, Dan Niemeier, Daryl Piering 
Acolytes: 8a – Mia Skinner, Aidan Briggs; 10:30a – Mya Hunt, Kinsley Mouser 
Communion Assistants: Fill/8a – Rich & Julie Strasen; Wash & Fill/8a – Allen & Judy Jordan; 
Wash/10:30a – Mike & Kelly Arbuthnot 
Offering Collectors: 8a – Anita Seehausen; 10:30a – Mel Arnold 
Offering Counters: Liz Saul, Leslie Fincher, Karen Soeken 
Video Recorder: Will Norman 
Weekend Duty: Keith Loemker 
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Prayer List 
 

Members of St. Paul 
Nora Muffler – upcoming tests 
Nancy Yarnell – recovering from knee surgery 
Katie Boots – broken foot 
Kathy Hunt – recovering from knee surgery 
Irene Flowers – for strength and healing 
Kenny Davis – for strength and healing 
Tom Winsel – for strength and healing 
Sharon Winsel – for strength and healing 
Sue Hinson – for strength and healing 

Marla Bickell – for strength and healing 
Tracy Owens – for strength and healing 
Thomas Sexton – for strength and healing 
Laura Sammons – recovering from surgery 
Wayne Poenitske – for strength and healing 
Elaine Poenitske – for strength and healing 
David Aper – for strength and healing 
Donna Straub – for strength and healing 
Zak King – for strength and healing

 

For Those Who Mourn 
For the Family and Friends of Kevin Saul, husband of Liz Saul 

 

Family and Friends of our Members 
Herb McKelvy (nephew of Elaine Bense) – dialysis, chemotherapy, and Covid 
Clay Brueggeman (brother of Kris Worthy) – starting cancer treatments 
Kevin Saul (husband of Liz) – cancer treatments 
Bridget McGlasson (sister of Jane Aper) – cancer treatments 
Mark Robinson (nephew of Ralph Hall; cousin of Jennifer & Bill) – leukemia  
Randy Nelson (friend of Kelli Fletcher) – brain cancer 
Carey Keay (friend of Jeff & Kelli Fletcher) – aneurism  
Laura Barber (sister of Ralph Hall) – cancer treatments 
 

For our homebound: 
All who are homebound & this week we especially pray for ... Esther Eberhart, David Yates, Fran 
Husman. 

 

For Our Military, Country & World:  
Serving in Our Military: Mallory Simmons, Megan Schuette, John Sarandis, and Michael Beatte 
(great-nephew of Vi Pinkerton) and all who serve in our military. 
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Calendar for This Week 
January 29 – February 5, 2023 

 

Sunday  8:00a  Divine Service 
  9:15a  Sunday School 
  10:30a  Divine Service 
  2:00p  Youth @ Edison’s 
 
Tuesday 8:15a  Staff Devotions 
  7:00p  N/A Meeting 
 
Wednesday 8:00a  Devotions 
  6:00p  5/6 & 7/8 Confirmation 
  7:00p  Adult Choir 
 
Saturday   Auditorium in use/Quilts of Valor 
 
Sunday  8:00a  Divine Service 
  9:15a  Sunday School 
  10:30a  Divine Service 
  11:30a  Auditorium in use/Tite family 
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Sermon Notes: 
 
 


