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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Wood River, IL January 8, 2023 

Baptism of Our Lord 
 

Welcome to St. Paul!  
We are so happy that you are here and pray God’s richest blessings upon you. At St. Paul, you 
will find a community that is committed to walking together, warm hospitality, and relevant 
messages rooted in Scripture. We follow Jesus, grow as His disciples, serve, and tell others so 
that all may know Him as Savior and Lord.  If there is any way we can be of service to you, feel 
free to talk with the Pastor.  

 

As We Gather 
When Jesus was coming up out of the baptismal waters, the voice of the Father proclaimed Him 
as His Son, in whom He delighted. Those words would be repeated on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, but with this order to the disciples: “Listen to Him!” Those two events “framed” 
Jesus’ ministry of obedient service and His revelation of God’s great love even before His 
sacrifice on the cross. Seeing Him, we learn what it means to be “alive to God in Christ Jesus,” as 
Paul urges in the Epistle. We are also “framed”—considered God’s children through our 
Baptism. It is all grace, of course; we never achieve our Lord’s righteousness, but are given it as a 
gift. Today we listen again to the Gospel, respond with prayer and praise, and are given grace to 
tell our friends what Christ has done for us all. 
 

We Celebrate Holy Communion Today 
In this Supper of our Lord, we receive the true body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ, in with 
and under the bread and wine for the forgiveness of our sins.  Since this is also a sign of our 
common confession of faith, we welcome to the Lord's Supper all those who are confirmed 
members of congregations of the Lutheran-Church Missouri Synod, all others are asked to 
please talk to Pastor.  Non-alcohol wine is included in the center of each tray for those with 
special needs.  

 

Sign of the Cross  
As a reminder that you are a forgiven child of God baptized in the name of the Triune God, you 
are encouraged to make the sign of the cross upon yourself at those points in the worship 
service marked with a T 

 

Preparation for Worship  
The readings for our worship together next Sunday are Isaiah 49:1-7, 1  Corinthians 1:1-9, and 
John 1:29-42a.  
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The Order of Worship 
 

Opening Hymn   To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord 405 

 

 

 
 

5 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight 
Anointed Christ in glorious sight 
As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall 
To save the world and free us all. 

 

6 Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; 
This man is Christ, our substitute! 
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, 
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 

Stand 

Invocation 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS 

P Dear friends, we are buried into Christ by baptism into His death, and 
raised with Him to newness of life.  I call upon you, therefore, to renew the 
solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced the 
devil and all his works and all his ways and were made members of the Holy 
Christian Church. 
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P  Do you renounce the devil? 

C I do renounce him. 

P Do you renounce all his works? 

C I do renounce them. 

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

C I do renounce them. 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

C Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son? 

C Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty.  From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

C Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

P Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of 
water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to 
life everlasting.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.      

C Amen 
 

Hymn of Praise “Glory be to God on High!” Tune: Hymn 380 
“Glory be to God on high!" This is now our joyful cry 
Peace to all who live on earth, Grace and favor for new birth! 
 You we praise and glorify, Worship You, O Lord most high. 
 Gracious Father, heav'nly King, To Your name alone we sing: 
“Praise the glory of Your name, Now and evermore the same!" 
 
Jesus Christ, the Father's Son, Sole-begotten, holy One, 
Born on earth from realms on high,  Born true man for us to die, 
 Lamb of God, You take away This world's sin.  Grant peace we pray. 
 With the Spirit, You alone Are most high, O God the Son, 
And the Father, God above, Praise we now Your glorious love. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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 P Let us pray. 
Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River, You proclaimed Him Your 
beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name 
faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 42:1–9 

1Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my 
Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry aloud or lift up 
his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly 
burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4He will not grow 
faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait 
for his law. 5Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it 
and spirit to those who walk in it: 6“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will 
take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for 
the nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
from the prison those who sit in darkness. 8I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give 
to no other, nor my praise to carved idols.9Behold, the former things have come to pass, 
and new things I now declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them.” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Romans 6:1–11 

 1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! 
How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him 
by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with 
him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that 
the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 
7For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe 
that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for 
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all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and 
alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 3:13–17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But 
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then he consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, 
and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and coming to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
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Sermon Hymn   Jesus, Once with Sinners Numbered 404 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sermon Pastor Schultz 

 
Stand 
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Prayer of the Church 
P Because of our Baptism we “must consider [ourselves] dead to sin and alive to God in 

Christ Jesus.” Let us therefore boldly go to our heavenly Father in prayer for the whole 
people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 

For all the baptized in the Body of Christ, given “as a covenant for the people, a light for 
the nations,” that they would be strengthened by the Holy Spirit to respond as His chosen 
servants with faith-filled thoughts, words, and deeds in both their private and public lives, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the Church here and around the world, that we not feel unworthy in our service, as 
did John the Baptist, but may spread the news of God’s proclaimed favor in Christ and that 
those who make, administer, and judge the laws of all the nations would order society in 
peace and justice so that the Church may flourish, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all who work in the healing arts, those who respond first in disasters, and those who 
protect us at home and while deployed in harm’s way, that God would protect them in 
time of danger, give them courage to use their gifts for the good of all entrusted to their 
care, and guide them when making difficult decisions, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all who, like bruised reeds or faintly burning wicks, cry out to God for compassion, 
strength, and healing, that God would not let them grow faint or discouraged, but would 
visit and relieve them according to His gracious will, using us whenever possible to bring 
renewal of life and joy, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P That “the LORD give strength to His people . . . [and] bless His people with peace”; into 
Your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy for 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

Offering 
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Offertory   Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 394 

 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary…Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
singing: 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
We greet one another with the “Peace of the Lord.” 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
        You take the sin of the world away; 
        Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
        And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Sit 
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Distribution Hymn  Hail to the Lord’s Anointed  398 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution Hymn  Baptized into Your Name Most Holy  590 
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 Distribution Hymn  The Star Proclaims the King Is Here 399 
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Stand 

The Dismissal 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

C 1 O Lord, now let Your servant  
    Depart in heav’nly peace, 
    For I have seen the glory 
    Of Your redeeming grace: 
    A light to lead the Gentiles 
    Unto Your holy hill, 
    The glory of Your people, 
    Your chosen Israel. 
  

2 All glory to the Father, 
    All glory to the Son, 
    All glory to the Spirit, 
    Forever Three in One; 
    For as in the beginning, 
    Is now, shall ever be, 
    God’s triune name resounding 
    Through all eternity. 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymn  God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It  594 
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Soli Deo Gloria 
 

T T T 
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Those Serving This Week: 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. David Schultz 
Organist:  Joe Meador 
Elders: 8a – Don Halbe; 10:30 – Roger Mouser 
Ushers:  8a – Brad Gwaltney, Mark Vallow, Bob Thompson, Joey Sexton, Adam Vallow 
10:30a – David Gilleland, Christian Green, Jeff Boots 
Acolytes: 8:00a – Aidan Briggs, Will Norman; 10:30a – Max Autery, Sam Janssen 
Communion Assistants:  Fill/8a – Don Halbe; Wash & Fill/8a – Tom & Karen Hansen; 
Wash/10:30 – Darrell Tucker Family. 
Offering Collectors: 8a – David Hopp; 10:30a – Leslie Fincher 
Offering Counters:  Dee McDonald, Karin Bourisaw, Kelly Arbuthnot 
Video Recorder: Brendan Seehausen 
Weekend Duty: Jeff Fletcher 
 

Acknowledgments 
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House 

 

Weekly News and Notes 
 

Sunday School & Bible Class Resume Today 
Our Christian education classes resume today.  We hope your family will be able to join us to 
study God’s Word between services.  

  

1st Communion Classes 
This week students in 5th through  8th grade should have received a letter explaining our 1st 
Communion classes.  Be sure to register your children for those classes in the narthex or by 
calling the Church Office.  If you would like to read about our 1st Communion classes, please pick 
up a handout in the narthex. If you have questions, please speak with Pastor Schultz. 

 

Confirmation 
5th - 8th grade confirmation classes resume Wed. Jan. 11th! We hope you have had a great 
Christmas break. We look forward to studying God's Word together this week! 

 

End of the Year Statements 
Offering Statements were emailed to all members on Friday (1/6) morning.  If you did 
not receive your financial statements, please call the Church Office and they will print 
you a copy.  
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Generosity Sunday 
We rejoice that 88 families have turned in a Commitment Card for 2023.  If your family 
has not had the opportunity to turn one in yet there are still cards in the narthex. You 
can place them in the offering plate.  

 

Save the Date 
Our annual Chili Cook-Off and Auction will be held on Saturday, March 11, 2023. As always, we 
are looking for volunteers and donations. Take advantage of the post-Christmas sales and 
consider making a donation to be used in the auction. Donations can be dropped off in the 
Church Office. Those interested in volunteering for the event, please speak with Christian Green, 
Renee Seehausen, or Pastor.  

 

Offering Envelopes 
Please pick up your 2023 offering envelopes in the Church narthex.  If you have trouble finding 
your box, please speak to pastor so he can help! 

 

Education Building Repair 
Work continues on our Education Building! These repairs will help keep water out of our 
building and allow the Gospel to be proclaimed to our families for years to come. We encourage 
your family to prayerfully consider making a special gift to help pay for this project! Special 
envelopes are located in the narthex. 

 

Attendance: Saturday, December 31st: 6:00p - 35; Sunday, January 1st: 9:30a – 117;  No Sunday 
School. 

 

Those Celebrating Baptismal Birthdays: 
1/9 – Christie Norman; 1/10 – David Foiles; 1/11 – Jamie Brown; 1/12 – Nathan Davis, Kathy 
Disher, Maria Gould, Matt Jenkins, Katie Null; 1/14 – Kathy Bense, Kevin Bense. 

 

Those Celebrating Birthdays: 
1/8 – Jerry Klaas, Caitlin Lesinski; 1/9 – Nancy Choat, Debra Davis, Emily Westerhold, Kyle Yates; 
1/10 – Kathy Bense, Jack Sexton; 1/12 – Grace Blaine; 1/13 – Abbigale Berrey, Chris Bort, Aurora 
Herbert, Liliana Jenkins, Michael Morrison; 1/14 – Mallory Simmons, Tammy Vetter. 

 

Those Celebrating Wedding Anniversaries: 
1/8 – Kory Loew & Alyson Hankins; 1/11 – William & Mary Birdsell. 

 

Those Serving Next Week, Jan. 15th: 
Elders: 8a – Ralph Hall; 10:30a – Travis Mouser 
Ushers:  8a – Mike Baggett, Harold Emde, Jim Schmidt, David Skinner, Travis Laper 
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10:30a – Barry Westerhold, Danny Prusa, Mike Bold, Bill Gray 
Acolytes: 8:00a – Josh Cranford, Weston Meyer; 10:30a – Morgan Blaine, Bella Brandt 
Communion Assistants:  Fill/8a – Ralph Hall; Wash & Fill/8a – Bob & Kelly Thompson; 
Wash/10:30 – Mary Lou Oelzen & Becky Sparr. 
Offering Collectors: 8a – Kraig Hinson; 10:30a – Jon Giordano 
Offering Counters:  Leslie Fincher & Karen Soeken 
Video Recorder: Chase Meyer 
Weekend Duty: Brad Gwaltney 

 

Prayer List 
 

In an effort for accurate information and the ability to know how best to prayer for individuals, 
all those listed on the prayer list will be removed after three weeks unless they or their family 

members call pastor or the church office with an update. 
 

Members of St. Paul 
Kathy Hunt – knee surgery 
Irene Flowers – for strength and healing 
Kenny Davis – Hospitalized 
Tom Winsel – for strength and healing 
Sue Hinson – for strength and healing 
Marla Bickell – for strength and healing 
Tracy Owens – for strength and healing 
Thomas Sexton – for strength and healing 
Laura Sammons – recovering from surgery 

Dionne Sewell – for strength and healing 
Wayne Poenitske – for strength and healing 
Elaine Poenitske – for strength and healing 
David Aper – for strength and healing 
Donna Straub – for strength and healing 
Sharon Winsel – for strength and healing 
Zak King – for strength and healing 
Glenda Jones – kidney problems 

  

Family and Friends of our Members 
Clay Brueggeman (brother of Kris Worthy) – cancer and testing 
Kevin Saul (husband of Liz) – cancer  
Petie Hunter (friend of Leslie Fincher) – for strength and healing 
Sally Davault (friend of Leslie Fincher) – for strength and healing 
Bob Lienemann (friend of David Dixon) – for strength and healing  
Bridget McGlasson (sister of Jane Aper) – cancer treatments 
Lucinda Terry (mother of Melissa Dixon) – for strength and healing 
Mark Robinson (nephew of Ralph Hall; cousin of Jennifer & Bill) – leukemia  
Sherri Dixon-Rudd – for strength and healing 
Don & Marsha Cobb (friend of the Hinson family) – for strength and healing 
Randy Nolan (Friend of Jeff & Kelli Fletcher) – upcoming surgery 
Bill Strasen (brother of Richard Strasen) – cancer treatments 
Sarah Davis (friend of Bob & Peggy Searles) – health concerns 
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Paul Ashlock (friend of Kathy Skinner) – cancer 
Randy Nelson (friend of Kelli Fletcher) – brain cancer 
Don Price (friend of Sonny & Sue Hinson) – cancer   
Carey Keay (friend of Jeff & Kelli Fletcher) – aneurism  
Laura Barber (sister of Ralph Hall) – cancer treatments 
Don Klotz (father of Julie Strasen) – Parkinson’s Disease 
Betty Skief (sister of John Gagliardo) – kidney failure 
Dave West (friend of George & Karin Bednar) – cancer treatments 
Nancy Hirschberg (sister of Barbara Dixon) – cancer treatments 
Bonnie Whipps (cousin of Leslie Fincher) – COPD 
Delores Bednar (sister-in-law of George & Karin Bednar) – cancer treatments 
Rob Ross (friend of Keith & Judy Loemker) – paralysis after car accident 
Jim Rogers (friend of Rich & Julie Strasen) – throat cancer 
Tommy George (son of Jody Bender) – colon & lung cancer 
 

For our homebound: 
All who are homebound & this week we especially pray for ... Esther Eberhart, David Yates, Fran 
Husmann. 
 

For Our Military, Country & World:  
Serving in Our Military: Mallory Simmons, Megan Schuette, John Sarandis, and Michael Beatte 
(great-nephew of Vi Pinkerton) and all who serve in our military. 
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Calendar for This Week 
January 8 – January 15, 2023 

 
Today  8:00a  Divine Service 
  9:15a  Sunday School 

   10:30a  Divine Service 
   6:30p  Sanctuary in Use/Meyer Brass rehearsal  

 
Tuesday 8:15a  Staff Devotions 

9:00a  Braille @ Zion – Bethalto 
6:00p  Board of Properties 
6:00p  N/A Meeting   

 
Wednesday 8:00a  Devotions 
  6:00p  5/6 & 7/8 Confirmation 
  7:00p   Adult Choir 

     
Sunday  8:00a  Divine Service 
  9:15a  Sunday School 

   10:30a  Divine Service 
   5:00p  Board of Elder’s at Parsonage  
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Sermon Notes: 

 
 


