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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Wood River, IL January 1, 2023 

1st Sunday after Christmas 
Welcome to St. Paul!  
We are so happy that you are here and pray God’s richest blessings upon you. At St. Paul, you 
will find a community that is committed to walking together, warm hospitality, and relevant 
messages rooted in Scripture. We follow Jesus, grow as His disciples, serve, and tell others so 
that all may know Him as Savior and Lord. If there is any way we can be of service to you, feel 
free to talk with the Pastor. 

 

As We Gather 
A new year begins! Yet, often so little changes. For most, a new year means little difference 
regarding life, vocation, house, and home. Outside of annually changing one number on our 
calendar, much of life remains the same, including the daily battles we face against Satan, sin, 
and our own flesh. With that, we rejoice today not just in the year’s changing, but a daily 
changing we recognize every day as we live in this world through the blameless One born for us. 
Christ was under and has fulfilled God’s Law perfectly for us, even as an infant child brought to 
the temple for circumcision under Mosaic Law. It would mark both the promise of redemption 
and the burden of the Law—and with Jesus marking the sacrifice that would set us free. Try as 
we might with new year’s resolutions to become better people, we still find ourselves falling 
short of God’s moral law that remains today. Rejoice in the newness that has come! More than 
a new year, we are given a new life, for Christ has fulfilled all and set us free! As we are marked 
in Baptism and bear Christ’s name, we become inheritors of His promise. It is a newness to 
celebrate each day of every year! 
 

We Celebrate Holy Communion Today  
In this Supper of our Lord, we receive the true body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ, in with 
and under the bread and wine for the forgiveness of our sins.  Since this is also a sign of our 
Since this is also a sign of our common confession of faith, we welcome to the Lord's Supper all 
those who are confirmed members of congregations of the Lutheran-Church Missouri Synod, all 
others are asked to please talk to Pastor.  Non-alcohol wine is included in the center of each tray 
for those with special needs. 
 

Preparation for Worship  
The readings for our worship together next Sunday are Isaiah 42:1-9, Romans 6:1-11, and 
Matthew 3:13-17.  
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Order of Worship 
 

Opening Hymn O Come, All Ye Faithful 379 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 

Invocation 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Confession and Absolution 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the 
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 40:6–8; antiphon: 40:16 

P May all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; may those who love your salvation say   
     continually, “Great is the LORD!” 

C Sacrifice and offering you have not desired, but you have given me an open ear. Burnt   
       offering and sin offering you have not required. 

P Then I said, “Behold, I have come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me: 

C I desire to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart.” 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, 
       is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

C May all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; may those who love your salvation say  
       continually, “Great is the LORD!” 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Lord God, You made Your beloved Son, our Savior, subject to the Law and caused Him to 
shed His blood on our behalf. Grant us the true circumcision of the Spirit that our hearts 
may be made pure from all sins; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 
Sit 
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Old Testament Reading Numbers 6:22–27 

 22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 23“Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall 
bless the people of Israel: you shall say to them, 24The LORD bless you and keep you; 25the LORD 
make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 26the LORD lift up his countenance 
upon you and give you peace. 
 27“So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.” 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Galatians 3:23–29 

 23Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming 
faith would be revealed. 24So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that 
we might be justified by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a 
guardian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27For as many of you as 
were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you 
are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 21And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name 
given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 

Sermon Hymn  Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love  900 

 

 
 

5 Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n 
Under all the mighty heav’n 
Whereby those to sin enslaved 
Burst their fetters and are saved. 

 

6 Jesus! Name of wondrous love, 
Human name of God above; 
Pleading only this, we flee 
Helpless, O our God, to Thee. 

Sermon Pastor Schultz 
 

Stand 

Nicene Creed Inside back cover of the hymnal 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs. 
 

 Ever-present God, You are Lord of our past, our present, and our future. We know that all 
we need for this body and life and all we would ever need for the peace of our souls in the 
forgiveness of sins comes from You. For Your care in the past year and for Your gracious 
promises in this new year assured in Christ alone, we praise You, Lord. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Ever-living God, we know that no matter the year or new beginnings, we are not strangers 
to Christ’s words, “In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome 
the world.” Be with the leaders of the nations, states, and local communities that wisdom 
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be given for the justice and well-being of others. In times of tribulation, grant us Your 
peace. In times of trials, grant us a confident faith. In times of troubles, remind us of Your 
living presence and draw us to Your Word and Means of Grace. For the gifts of grace You 
supply for our every need each year and each day, we praise You, Lord. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Ever-compassionate God, for those who have needs known to us, and for those whose 
needs of body and soul are known only to You, we lift them up in prayer and commend 
them to Your ever-present care. Through trials and tribulations, suffering and struggles, 
set them free from their burdens and heal them according to Your will. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Ever-gracious God, You so loved this world that You gave Your only-begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. In this continuing 
Christmas season and each day of this new year, continue to draw us to our Savior Jesus 
Christ, born for us, that we follow Him who would ultimately die for us, rising to victory 
and ascending to glory. As we do, equip and sustain us through Your Holy Spirit that we 
witness the truth of Your Word centered on our Savior to all whom You place in our lives. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P All-knowing God, though You are not bound by the limits of time, we are as we remain in 
this world and recognize another year’s passing and another new beginning. Yet in Your 
divine wisdom, when the time was right, You sent Your Son into this world to be born of a 
woman, born under the Law, to redeem those under the Law that we be Your children, 
now and forever. Help us seek to live according to Your Law that we may remain faithful 
to Your truth according to Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P In this new year, abide among us with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the 
saving name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

Offering 
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Offertory  Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising  375 sts. 1–2, 4, 6 

 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
We greet one another with the “Peace of the Lord.” 
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Agnus Dei LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
Sit 

Distribution Hymn   From Heaven Above to Earth I Come  358 

 

 

 
 

5 “These are the signs that you shall mark: 
The swaddling clothes and manger dark. 
There you will find the infant laid 
By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.” 

 

6 How glad we’ll be to find it so! 
Then with the shepherds let us go 
To see what God for us has done 
In sending us His own dear Son. 

 

7 Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes, 
And see what in the manger lies. 
Who is this child, so young and fair? 
It is the Christ Child lying there. 

 

8 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, 
Through whom the sinful world is blest! 
You came to share my misery 
That You might share Your joy with me. 

 

9 Ah, Lord, though You created all, 
How weak You are, so poor and small, 
That You should choose to lay Your head 
Where lowly cattle lately fed! 

 

10 Were earth a thousand times as fair 
And set with gold and jewels rare, 

       It would be far too poor and small 
A cradle for the Lord of all. 
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11 Instead of soft and silken stuff 
You have but hay and straw so rough 
On which as King, so rich and great, 
To be enthroned in royal state. 

 
12   And so it pleases You to see 

  This simple truth revealed to me: 
  That worldly honor, wealth, and might 
  Are weak and worthless in Your sight. 

 

13 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 
Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 
A quiet chamber set apart 
For You to dwell within my heart. 

 

14 My heart for very joy must leap; 
My lips no more can silence keep. 
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 
That sweetest ancient cradlesong: 

 

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n, 
Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 

While angels sing with pious mirth 
A glad new year to all the earth. 

  

Distribution Hymn  The Infant Priest Was Holy Born  624 

 

 

 
 

5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 
As at the rail on bended knee 
Our hungry mouths from Him receive 
The bread of immortality. 

6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 
A priestly food and priestly meat; 
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 
His quenching blood that life restores. 
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7 With cherubim and seraphim 
Our voices join the endless hymn, 

And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 

 

Stand 

The Dismissal 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn  Angels from the Realms of Glory 367 

 

 

 



12 

 

 

 
 

 

Soli Deo Gloria 
T T T 

 

 
Those Serving This Week: 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. David Schultz 
Organist:  James Gauen 
Elders: 9:30a – Rich Strasen 
Ushers:  9:30a – Jerry Plummer, Mike Arbuthnot, Ronnie Barnes, Matt Howard 
Acolytes: 9:30a – Volunteers 
Communion Assistants:  Fill & Wash/ 9:30a – Rich & Julie Strasen 
Offering Collectors: 9:30a – Anita Seehausen 
Offering Counters:  John & Rhonda Gagliardo, Kelly Thompson 
Video Recorder: Trenton Krocker 
Weekend Duty: Danny Prusa 

 

Acknowledgments 
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House 
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Weekly News and Notes 
 

Epiphany Service 
Join us Thursday, January 6th at 7 pm for worship followed by the traditional Christmas Tree 
burning (bring your trees!).   

 

Offering Envelopes 
Please pick up your 2023 offering envelopes in the Church narthex.  If you have trouble finding 
your box, please speak to pastor so he can help! 

 

Education Building Repair 
Work continues on our Education Building! These repairs will help keep water out of our 
building and allow the Gospel to be proclaimed to our families for years to come. We encourage 
your family to prayerfully consider making a special gift to help pay for this project! Special 
envelopes are located in the narthex. 

 

Attendance: Saturday, December 24th: 5:00p - 264; 11:00p - 139; Total: 403;  Sunday, 
December 25th: 9:30a – 105;  No Sunday School. 
 

Those Celebrating Baptismal Birthdays: 
1/1 - David Aper, Linda Arbuthnot, Mike Baggett, Ron Baker, Michelle Bickell, Ann Bollinger, 
Anthony Brady, JoEllen Brady, Michael Brady, Darlene Claussen, Tisha Daech, Bob Davis, Sarah 
Drake, Lisa Gray, Susan Hand, Emilee Marcuzzo, Mary Mosby, Jim Reveal, Gary Robinson, Bill 
Sewell, Mary Spano, Paul Struharik, Bobbie Thompson, Debbie Thompson, Ashby Tipsword, 
David Yates, Modell Yates; 1/2 – Alexis Enke, Nathan Giles, 1/4 – David Bourisaw; 1/5 – Cindy 
Melton; 1/7 – Brayden Hogle 

 

Those Celebrating Birthdays: 
1/1 – Steve Arbuthnot; 1/2 – Janet Gillis, Bradley Herzberg; 1/4 – David Bourisaw; 1/5 – Cody 
Thompson; 1/6 – Brooke McGaughey; 1/7 – Mallory Hamilton 

 

Those Celebrating Wedding Anniversaries: 
1/1 – Ryan & Risha Hargrave; 1/2 – Terry & Ann Bollinger, James & Ginger Gornall 

 

Those Serving Friday, Jan. 6, Epiphany: 
Elder: Chris Edwards 
Ushers:  Mike Schuette, Jerry Metts, Bill Hall, Keith McDonald, Gary Strohmeier  
Acolytes: Volunteers 
Communion Assistants:  Fill & Wash – Chris & Jill Edwards 
Offering Collector: Ralph Hall 
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Those Serving Next Week, Jan. 8th: 
Elders: 8a – Don Halbe; 10:30 – Roger Mouser 
Ushers:  8a – Brad Gwaltney, Mark Vallow, Bob Thompson, Joey Sexton, Adam Vallow 
10:30a – David Gilleland, Christian Green, Jeff Boots 
Acolytes: 8:00a – Aidan Briggs, Will Norman; 10:30a – Max Autery, Sam Janssen 
Communion Assistants:  Fill/8a – Don Halbe; Wash & Fill/8a – Tom & Karen Hansen; 
Wash/10:30 – Darrell Tucker Family. 
Offering Collectors: 8a – David Hopp; 10:30a – Leslie Fincher 
Offering Counters:  Dee McDonald, Karin Bourisaw, Kelly Arbuthnot 
Video Recorder: Brendan Seehausen 
Weekend Duty: Jeff Fletcher 

 

Prayer List 
Members of St. Paul 
Kenny Davis – Hospitalized 
Tom Winsel – for strength and healing 
Sue Hinson – recovering from surgery 
Marla Bickell – testing 
Tracy Owens – for strength and healing 
Thomas Sexton – for strength and healing 
Laura Sammons – recovering from surgery 
Dionne Sewell – for strength and healing 

Wayne Poenitske – for strength and healing 
Elaine Poenitske – for strength and healing 
David Aper – for strength and healing 
Donna Straub – for strength and healing 
Sharon Winsel – for strength and healing 
Zak King – for strength and healing 
Glenda Jones – kidney problems 

 

Family and Friends of our Members 
Clay Brueggeman (brother of Kris Worthy) – cancer and testing 
Kevin Saul (husband of Liz) – cancer  
Petie Hunter (friend of Leslie Fincher) – for strength and healing 
Sally Davault (friend of Leslie Fincher) – for strength and healing 
Bob Lienemann (friend of David Dixon) – for strength and healing  
Bridget McGlasson (sister of Jane Aper) – cancer treatments 
Lucinda Terry (mother of Melissa Dixon) – for strength and healing 
Mark Robinson (nephew of Ralph Hall; cousin of Jennifer & Bill) – leukemia  
Sherri Dixon-Rudd – for strength and healing 
Don & Marsha Cobb (friend of the Hinson family) – for strength and healing 
Randy Nolan (Friend of Jeff & Kelli Fletcher) – upcoming surgery 
Bill Strasen (brother of Richard Strasen) – cancer treatments 
Sarah Davis (friend of Bob & Peggy Searles) – health concerns 
Paul Ashlock (friend of Kathy Skinner) – cancer 
Randy Nelson (friend of Kelli Fletcher) – brain cancer 
Don Price (friend of Sonny & Sue Hinson) – cancer   
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Carey Keay (friend of Jeff & Kelli Fletcher) – aneurism  
Laura Barber (sister of Ralph Hall) – cancer treatments 
Don Klotz (father of Julie Strasen) – Parkinson’s Disease 
Betty Skief (sister of John Gagliardo) – kidney failure 
Dave West (friend of George & Karin Bednar) – cancer treatments 
Nancy Hirschberg (sister of Barbara Dixon) – cancer treatments 
Bonnie Whipps (cousin of Leslie Fincher) – COPD 
Delores Bednar (sister-in-law of George & Karin Bednar) – cancer treatments 
Rob Ross (friend of Keith & Judy Loemker) – paralysis after car accident 
Jim Rogers (friend of Rich & Julie Strasen) – throat cancer 
Tommy George (son of Jody Bender) – colon & lung cancer 

For our homebound: 
All who are homebound & this week we especially pray for ... Donna Straub, Mary Spano, and 
Bob Searles. 

 

For Our Military, Country & World:  
Serving in Our Military: Mallory Simmons, Megan Schuette, John Sarandis, and Michael Beatte 
(great-nephew of Vi Pinkerton) and all who serve in our military. 
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 Calendar for This Week 
January 1 – January 8, 2023 

 

 
Today  9:30a  Divine Service  

 

Tuesday 7:00p  N/A Meeting   
 

Wednesday 8:00a  Devotions 
  6:00p  Confirmation 
  7:00p   Adult Choir 

 

Friday  7:00p  Epiphany Service  
       

Sunday  8:00a  Divine Service 
  9:15a  Sunday School 
  10:30a  Divine Service  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


