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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Wood River, IL January 6, 2023 

Epiphany 
 

As We Gather 
The Feast of the Epiphany is a celebration of Christ’s divine nature manifested in the 

humanity of the child Jesus in Bethlehem. Beginning with the Wise Men from the east, down 
through the present day, all nations are coming to His light, and kings to the brightness of His 
rising. The visitation of the Magi is the first unfolding in time and space of the mystery of Christ, 
which is that all people are fellow heirs, members of one Body, and participants in the promises 
of Jesus through the Gospel. In the presence of such a child—God in human flesh who brings all 
people into oneness with Himself—the royal visitors cannot but worship, offering such gifts as 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh in grateful response to the love of God made manifest in the 
humanity of Jesus. 
 

Opening Hymn  O God of God, O Light of Light 810 sts. 1–2 
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Stand 

Invocation 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

Confession and Absolution 
P  We remember the lights that we have followed which we mistook for the true light, we 

confess that we have blindly followed lights that led only to darkness, we remember the 
lights which promised to lead us to the true Light which we have not followed. 

C Forgive us, Lord. 
 

P Our God, the true Light, does indeed forgive us, renew us, and promise to lead us until we 
are safely in the light of His eternal glory.  And in the stead and by the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of T the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles. 
Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 60:1–6 

1Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2For behold, 
darkness shall cover the earth,  and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, 
and his glory will be seen upon you. 3And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your rising. 4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they 
come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of 
the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of 
camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah;  all those from Sheba shall 
come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 
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P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Ephesians 3:1–12 

 1For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2assuming that 
you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3how the 
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4When you read this, 
you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to the 
sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit. 6This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the 
same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
 7Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given 
me by the working of his power. 8To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace 
was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to bring to light for 
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, 10so 
that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers 
and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was according to the eternal purpose that he has 
realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access with confidence 
through our faith in him. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn  O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright 395 sts. 1–2  
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Stand 

Holy Gospel Matthew 2:1–12 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 
men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king 
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told 
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
 who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the 
star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 
child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 
9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen 
when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 
10When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house 
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, 
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another 
way. 



6 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sit 

Sermon Hymn  O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright 395 sts. 3–4  

3 Lord, when You look on us in love, 
At once there falls from God above 
    A ray of purest pleasure. 
Your Word and Spirit, flesh and blood 
Refresh our souls with heav’nly food. 
    You are our dearest treasure! 
        Let Your mercy 
    Warm and cheer us! 
    O draw near us! 
        For You teach us 
God’s own love through You has 
reached us. 

4 Almighty Father, in Your Son 
You loved us when not yet begun 
    Was this old earth’s foundation! 
Your Son has ransomed us in love 
To live in Him here and above: 
    This is Your great salvation. 
        Alleluia! 
    Christ the living, 
    To us giving 
        Life forever, 
Keeps us Yours and fails us never!

Sermon          Pastor Schultz 
 

Hymn of Response  O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright 395 sts. 5–6  

5 O let the harps break forth in sound! 
Our joy be all with music crowned, 
    Our voices gladly blending! 
For Christ goes with us all the way— 
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 
    His love is never ending! 
        Sing out! Ring out! 
    Jubilation! 
    Exultation! 
        Tell the story! 
Great is He, the King of Glory! 

6 What joy to know, when life is past, 
The Lord we love is first and last, 
    The end and the beginning! 
He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 
Transport us to that happy place 
    Beyond all tears and sinning! 
        Amen! Amen! 
    Come, Lord Jesus! 
    Crown of gladness! 
        We are yearning 
For the day of Your returning!

Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 
their needs. Celebrating that the Lord is revealed in our midst, we pray for an increase of 
the Word that we rejoice in sins forgiven in Christ alone. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



7 

 

P As the Magi brought their gifts to the place where the child Jesus was, direct us, O Lord, to 
love the place where Your presence dwells and to cherish the fellowship of faith and love 
that we enjoy as God’s holy people. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Remembering the journey of the Magi as they were led by the star, grant that we be led 
throughout our lives in ways that lead us to Your presence. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P On this day of reflection and of celebration, we also make our petitions for the sick, the 
shut-in, and all who at this time are in need of our intercession, that their prayers soon be 
answered and that they be supported by God’s people with care in the name of Christ. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P As we bring forth our gifts, grant that we also offer the gift of ourselves and our lives, that 
we be directed by the Holy Spirit to do the work of God, bringing aid to the poor and hope 
to the oppressed, working for justice in our communities and being agents of peace in our 
circles of relationships. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P With gratitude we remember those sisters and brothers in Christ whose earthly journeys 
have been completed and who now enjoy the promised Sabbath rest. With hope we 
anticipate the heavenly life that we look forward to sharing with them. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 
  

Sit 

Offering 
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Offertory  As with Gladness Men of Old  397 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P The true Light has been revealed. 

C The true Light is with us. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen 
We greet one another with the “Peace of the Lord.” 
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Sit 

Distribution Hymns 
The Star Proclaims the King Is Here  399 
Arise and Shine in Splendor  396 
The People That in Darkness Sat  412 
 

Stand 

Dismissal 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen 
 

Closing Hymn       O God of God, O Light of Light  810 sts. 3–4  
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Soli Deo Gloria 
 

T T T 

 

(The congregation will walk to the back parking lot for the tree burning ceremony.  This  
ceremony symbolizes the glory of the Lord revealed to us in His Son Jesus.) 

 

Those serving us: 
Pastor:    Rev. Dr. David Schultz 
Organist:   James Gauen 
Trumpet:  Jon Giordano 
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QUIZ on St. Matthew 2 
 

      1. The men who came to see Jesus traveled straight to Bethlehem. 
 

      2. They asked, "Where is the Messiah?" 
 

      3. There were three of them. 
 

      4. They were kings. 
 
      5. They came by camel. 

 
      6. Herod wanted to worship Jesus also. 

 
      7. The star they followed from the east, continued on straight west to Bethlehem. 

 
      8. The star led the men, until it stood over the manger where in the infant lay. 

 
      9. The men presented beautiful but ordinary gifts. 

 
     10 The men decided on their own to take another way home. 

      
 

Answers: 1-F,2-F,3-?,4-F,5-?,6-F,7-F,8-F,9-F,10-F 
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The Burning of the Christmas Trees 
 

Invocation 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

Reading John 1:1-9, 14 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. He was not the light but came to bear witness about the light. The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

The Burning of the Trees 
 

Hymn          Joy to the World 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

Prayer 
P Let us pray. 

Merciful God, we humbly implore You to cast the bright beams of Your light upon Your 
Church that we, being instructed by the doctrine of the blessed apostles, may walk in the 
light of Your truth and finally attain to the light of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction  

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 
preserve you. 

C Amen. 


