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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Wood River, IL December 18, 2022 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 

Welcome to St. Paul!  
We are so happy that you are here and pray God’s richest blessings upon you. At St. Paul, you 
will find a community that is committed to walking together, warm hospitality, and relevant 
messages rooted in Scripture. We follow Jesus, grow as His disciples, serve, and tell others so 
that all may know Him as Savior and Lord. If there is any way we can be of service to you, feel 
free to talk with the Pastor. 
 

As We Gather 
One of the pleasures of walking through medieval towns and cities in Europe is seeing the signs 
that hang above the doorways of various stores and craftwork locations. Without a word of 
written language, you can tell where the town’s cobbler, blacksmith, baker, and glove maker 
have set up their shops. The signs indicate that the masters are at work in their various 
locations. For Christians, Advent is a time for looking to the signs of the presence of God as 
found in Word and Sacrament. There are signs around us right now! The cross over the altar or 
in front of church wordlessly attests to the fulfilling of the work by the Master of all creation 
through the coming of Jesus as the babe of Bethlehem, who would be our crucified and 
resurrected Lord. The candles on the Advent wreath burn brightly today! The signs of the season 
are all around us. 
 

We Celebrate Holy Communion Today  
In this Supper of our Lord, we receive the true body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ, in with 
and under the bread and wine for the forgiveness of our sins.  Since this is also a sign of our 
Since this is also a sign of our common confession of faith, we welcome to the Lord's Supper all 
those who are confirmed members of congregations of the Lutheran-Church Missouri Synod, all 
others are asked to please talk to Pastor.  Non-alcohol wine is included in the center of each tray 
for those with special needs. 
 

Preparation for Worship  
The readings for our worship together next Sunday are Isaiah 52:7-10, Hebrews 1:1-6 (7-12), and 
John 1:1-14 (15-18).  
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Order of Worship 
 

Opening Hymn  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates  340 
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Stand 

Invocation 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Opening Sentences 
P Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

C and shall call His name Immanuel. 
  

P She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, 

C for He will save His people from their sins. 
  

P Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 

C He who has clean hands and a pure heart. 
  

P Christ Jesus was descended from David according to the flesh 

C and declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by His 
resurrection from the dead. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
P Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our gracious heavenly Father. 

C Eternal God, we confess that we are by nature sinful, and that sin is ever-present in our 
lives. O God, in Your mercy, forgive our sin. Redirect and renew us, that we may joyfully 
follow Your will and gladly obey Your commandments. Graciously forgive our sins and, 
by the leading of the Holy Spirit, guide us in ways of compassion and love. 

  

P God’s plan of salvation has been unwavering since creation. The prophecies were kept, 
the Savior entered human history to pay for all sins, and everyone who 

  believes has been given “clean hands and a pure heart” purely by the grace of God for 
Jesus’ sake. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 

Light the candle of LOVE today the giver of love is here! 
Welcome the love we long and wait for, 
But only Christ can give.  
Flicker and flame and glow with love, 
Light up the world around you.     
Flicker and flame and glow with love, 
Light up the world a - round you. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

  

P Let us pray. 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  357 sts. 1, ref 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear.  

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10–17 

 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 
high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13And 
he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my 
God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey when he 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the boy knows how to refuse 
the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. 17The LORD 
will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father’s house such days as have not 
come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
  



6 

 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem Adult Choir 

 

Epistle Romans 1:1–7 

 1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning his 
Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be the Son of 
God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 6including you who are 
called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be 
saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Magnificat 

 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18–25 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved 
to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
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appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your 
wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to 
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke 
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her 
not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 

Sermon Hymn   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending  336 
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Sermon Pastor Schultz 
 

Stand 

Nicene Creed Inside back cover of the hymnal 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P As the time of Advent comes to an end, let us go to our heavenly Father on behalf of the 

Church around the world and all people in their various needs. 
 

“Call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” For people who have not 
heard a word of forgiveness from their society or circle of friends, that God would use the 
Church to bring them news of God’s mercy and grace, available from His Son, born in a 
stable, killed on a cross, and risen from the grave, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free;  
 

P Paul’s apostleship was to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of Christ’s name 
among all the nations. For our communities and country and for all the nations of the 
world, that God would put into positions of authority and influence capable and faithful 
people who would work for order at home and peace with neighboring states, let us pray 
to the Lord. 

C From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee.  
 

P “The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof.” For those who tend God’s good earth, 
those who distribute and sell the fruits of the harvest, and those who manage wildlife 
preserves and wilderness expanses, that they be successful in their oversight of creation 
and give praise to the Creator, let us pray to the Lord.  

C Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art,  
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P For people who are weighed down by illness, strife, or oppression, our friends and 
neighbors “who seek the face of the God of Jacob,” that God would bring healing, peace 
of body and mind, and freedom from discrimination, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Dear desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
  

P For the forgotten in prison and unseen among us, all whose treatment by society has 
given them cause to stop waiting for answers to prayer, that God would surround them 
with caring, devout family and friends, so that they in patient joy look forward as “the 
farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth,” let us pray to the Lord.  

C Born Thy people to deliver; Born a child and yet a king! 
  

P Joseph was a just man and unwilling to put Mary to shame. For those who have 
succumbed to the criticisms of their circle of acquaintances, the fallen morality of their 
society, and the consequences of their own mistakes, that God would open their eyes to 
the forgiveness He offers through Christ so that they lift up their heads to the gates 
through which our Savior walks, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Born to reign in us forever, Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
  

P For the Church around the world, wherever it experiences active persecution or increasing 
indifference, that God would strengthen, guide, and protect laity and clergy alike and that 
it receive blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the God of our salvation, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

C By Thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone; 
 

P These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly Father, grant to us for 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 

C By Thine all-sufficient merit Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
 

Sit 

Offering 
 

Offertory  The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  356 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei LSB 210 

C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  

2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
          You take the sin of the world away; 
          Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
          And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Sit 

Distribution Hymn   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  357 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 

6   O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 
      And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
      Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

        And death’s dark shadows put to flight.     
Refrain 
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7    O come, Desire of nations, bind 
 In one the hearts of all mankind; 
 Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

     And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 
 

Distribution Hymn  O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide  355 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun, 
When will our hearts behold Your dawn? 
O Sun, arise; without Your light 
We grope in gloom and dark of night. 

 

6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; 
Grim death looms fierce before our eyes. 
O come, lead us with mighty hand 
From exile to our promised land. 

7 There shall we all our praises bring 
And sing to You, our Savior King; 

There shall we laud You and adore 
Forever and forevermore. 
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Distribution Hymn   Prepare the Royal Highway  343 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 

The Dismissal 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn  Let Us All with Gladsome Voice  390 

 

 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 
T T T 

 

Those serving this week 
Pastor: Rev. Dr. David Schultz 
Organist: James Gauen 
Elders: 8a – Ralph Hall; 10:30a – Travis Mouser  
Ushers: 8a – Mike Baggett, Harold Emde, Jim Schmidt, David Skinner, Travis Laper;  
10:30a – Barry Westerhold, Danny Prusa, Mike Bold, Bill Gray 
Acolytes: 8a – Aidan Briggs, Chase Meyer; 10:30a – Jackson Skinner, Max Autery 
Communion Assistants: 8a/Fill – Ralph Hall; 8a/Wash & Fill – Kathy Opel & Kim 
Gwaltney; 10:30a/Wash – Mike & Kelly Arbuthnot 
Offering Collectors: 8a – Kraig Hinson; 10:30a – Jon Giordano 
Offering Counters: Starla Laper, Janell Schleeper  
Video Recorder: Will Norman  
Weekend Duty: James Gauen 
Acknowledgments 
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House 
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Weekly News and Notes 
 

St. Paul – Your Christmas Tradition 
As your family prepares to celebrate Christmas be sure to make St. Paul part of your Christmas 
Tradition. Make it your families tradition to sit in the pews, light candles, sing the Christmas 
Carols, and hear the good news of great joy that Jesus has come to save us! Be sure to write on 
the calendar “Everyone sits with mom at Church!” Make note of our Christmas worship times on 
the back of the bulletin! 

 

Education Building Repair 
Work continues on our Education Building! These repairs will help keep water out of our 
building and allow the Gospel to be proclaimed to our families for years to come. We encourage 
your family to prayerfully consider making a special gift to help pay for this project! Special 
envelopes are located in the narthex. 

 

Snacks Needed 
Sunday School is in need of kid-friendly individually packaged snacks:  pretzels, goldfish, 
breakfast packs, granola bars, etc.  If you like, you may bring them to the Narthex or to the 
church office. Thanks! 

 

Required Minimum Distribution 
As the end of 2022 is quickly approaching, those age 70 ½ need to take a Required Minimum 
Distribution (RMD) from your IRA.  If you haven’t done so this year, have you thought about 
make a gift to St. Paul?  Contact your investment advisor to help you transfer your gift directly 
from the IRA to St. Paul.  This will then be tax savings to the donor and great way to remember 
St. Paul. 
 

Attendance: Sunday, December 11th: 8:00a – 137; 10:30a – 139; Total – 276;  Sunday School: 
Youth – 46; Adults – 62; Total: 108; M/W Advent, December 14th: 201 
 

Those Celebrating Baptismal Birthdays: 
12/18 – Hannah Laper, Ashley Provaznik; 12/19 – Hunter Hobbs, Rose Loemker, Shirley McCune; 
12/20 – Altia Wilson; 12/21 – Ty Short; 12/22 – Jason Hamlett, Aaron Null, Jackson Null, Jayson 
Osborne, Janell Schleeper, Tom Winsel; 12/23 – Alison Bense, Kelsey Herzberg, Kate Jose;   
12/24 – Lisa Griebe, Sebastian Ledesma 

 

Those Celebrating Birthdays: 
12/19 – Andrew Richards; 12/20 – Jamie Brown, Grace Hopp; 12/21 – Geoff Klaas; 12/22 – 
Christian Green, Benjamin Marshall, Dee McDonald, Isaiah Silveus 
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Those Celebrating Wedding Anniversaries: 
12/18 – Barry & Sheri Ash; 12/20 – Bill & Lisa Gray, Joseph & Valerie Marshall, Michael & 
Kathleen Skinner; 12/22 – Benjamin & Emily Bomkamp 

 

Those Serving: Dec. 24/5:00pm Service 
Elder: David Hopp 
Ushers: David Dixon, Bill Norman, Tom Hansen, Eric Bollinger 
Acolytes: Volunteers 
Communion Assistants: Fill & Wash: David & Lauren Hopp 
Offering Collector: Karen Hansen 

 

Those Serving: Dec. 24/11:00pm Service 
Elder: John Gagliardo 
Ushers: Jerry Plummer, Mike Arbuthnot, Ronnie Barnes, Matt Howard 
Acolytes: Volunteers 
Communion Assistants: Fill & Wash:  John Gagliardo 
Offering Collector: Anita Seehausen 

 

Those Serving Next Week, Dec. 25th: 
Elders: 9:30a – Bruce Seehausen 
Ushers:  9:30a – Barry Westerhold, Danny Prusa, Mike Bold, Bill Gray 
Acolytes: 9:30a – Volunteer 
Communion Assistants:  Fill & Wash/ 9:30a – Bruce & Anita Seehausen 
Offering Collectors: 9:30a – Tom Hansen 
Offering Counters:  Karen Soeken, Leslie Fincher, Elaine Bense 
Weekend Duty: Jerry Metts 

 

Prayer List 
 

In an effort for accurate information and the ability to know how best to prayer for individuals, 
all those listed on the prayer list will be removed after three weeks unless they or their family 

members call pastor or the church office with an update. 
 

Members of St. Paul 
Diane Pilger – for strength and healing 
Tom Winsel – for strength and healing 
Pat List – hospitalized 
Sue Hinson – recovering from surgery 
Marla Bickell – testing 
Tracy Owens – for strength and healing 

Thomas Sexton – for strength and healing 
Laura Sammons – recovering from surgery 
Dionne Sewell – for strength and healing 
John Prante – for strength and healing 
Wayne Poenitske – for strength and healing 
Elaine Poenitske – for strength and healing 
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David Aper – for strength and healing 
Donna Straub – for strength and healing 
Sharon Winsel – for strength and healing 

Zak King – for strength and healing 
Glenda Jones – kidney problems

 

For Those Who Mourn 
The Family and Friends of John Koch, brother of Steve Koch. 
 

Family and Friends of our Members 
Clay Brueggeman (brother of Kris Worthy) – cancer and testing 
Kevin Saul (husband of Liz) – cancer  
Petie Hunter (friend of Leslie Fincher) – for strength and healing 
Sally Davault (friend of Leslie Fincher) – for strength and healing 
Bob Lienemann (friend of David Dixon) – for strength and healing  
Bridget McGlasson (sister of Jane Aper) – cancer treatments 
Lucinda Terry (mother of Melissa Dixon) – for strength and healing 
Mark Robinson (nephew of Ralph Hall; cousin of Jennifer & Bill) – leukemia  
Sherri Dixon-Rudd – for strength and healing 
Don & Marsha Cobb (friend of the Hinson family) – for strength and healing 
Randy Nolan (Friend of Jeff & Kelli Fletcher) – upcoming surgery 
Bill Strasen (brother of Richard Strasen) – cancer treatments 
Terry Dively (father of Kathy Hunt) – skin cancer 
Gerry Pointer (friend of Vanessa Richards) – ovarian cancer 
Sarah Davis (friend of Bob & Peggy Searles) – health concerns 
Paul Ashlock (friend of Kathy Skinner) – cancer 
Randy Nelson (friend of Kelli Fletcher) – brain cancer 
Sarah Wilkinson (grandmother of Sara & Bill Hall) – congestive heart 
Don Price (friend of Sonny & Sue Hinson) – cancer   
Carey Keay (friend of Jeff & Kelli Fletcher) – aneurism  
Laura Barber (sister of Ralph Hall) – cancer treatments 
Don Klotz (father of Julie Strasen) – Parkinson’s Disease 
Betty Skief (sister of John Gagliardo) – kidney failure 
Dave West (friend of George & Karin Bednar) – cancer treatments 
Nancy Hirschberg (sister of Barbara Dixon) – cancer treatments 
Bonnie Whipps (cousin of Leslie Fincher) – COPD 
Delores Bednar (sister-in-law of George & Karin Bednar) – cancer treatments 
Rob Ross (friend of Keith & Judy Loemker) – paralysis after car accident 
Jim Rogers (friend of Rich & Julie Strasen) – throat cancer 
Tommy George (son of Jody Bender) – colon & lung cancer 
Carole Roalef (aunt of Pam Norman) – cancer 
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For our homebound: 
All who are homebound & this week we especially pray for ... Shirley McCune, Irene Flowers, 
Millie Peck 
 

For Our Military, Country & World:  
Serving in Our Military: Mallory Simmons, Megan Schuette, John Sarandis, and Michael Beatte 
(great-nephew of Vi Pinkerton) and all who serve in our military. 
 

Calendar for This Week 
December 18- December 25, 2022 

 

Today  8:00a  Divine Service 
  9:30a  Sunday School 
  10:30a  Divine Service 
   

Tuesday 8:15a  Staff Devotions 
  6:00p  N/A Meeting 
     

Wednesday 8:00a  Devotions 
 
Friday    Church Office Closed at Noon. 
 

   Saturday    5:00p  Christmas Eve Candlelight  
           11:00p  Christmas Eve Candlelight  

   

   Sunday     9:30a  Christmas Day Divine Service 
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Christmas Worship Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve Service 
5:00 & 11:00 pm, December 24th (Saturday) 

 

Christmas Day Service 
9:30 am, December 25th (Sunday) 

 

New Year's Eve Worship Service 
6:00 pm, December 31st (Saturday) 

 

New Year's Day  
9:30 am, January 1st (Sunday) 

 

Epiphany Service 
Friday, January 6th at 7p 
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Poinsettias for Christmas  
 

It has been traditional here at St. Paul for members to furnish 

Poinsettias for our use at the Christmas services. Deadline 

for ordering: Sunday, Dec. 18th. Cost: $9.50. If you would 

like to bring your own poinsettia to the church, you may do 

so the week of the 19th.  Also, if you would like to have this 

in commemoration of a special event, please indicate so 

below. You may place this sheet in the offering basket or 

call the office at 259-0257. 
 

Please order for me/How many? 
 

  I will purchase my own and bring it to church   
 

      My poinsettia is being given in thankfulness for (please use lines   

                 below). 
 

      My poinsettia is being given in memory of (please list on lines below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Name 


