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How to Use these Devotions 
What’s In this Devotional? 
This devotional contains four different—although similar—devotions to be used at various 
times during the day. For those who are able, they can certainly all be used daily—at the 
start of the day, at noon, in the early evening, and just before bed. Even if you only use one 
each day, these short orders of service can be very helpful, especially for a couple or a 
family having devotions together. Use whichever best fits your schedule. 
 
A Note about the Daily Lectionary 
Prayer has always been very much connected to God’s Word. We invite you to include a 
daily Bible reading as part of your devotions. Specifically, we recommend using the daily 
lectionary (a lectionary is simply a series of readings) from either The Lutheran Hymnal 
(p. 161-164) or Lutheran Service Book (p. 299-304). The readings don’t cover the entire 
Bible, but they will take you through most of the New Testament and about a third of the 
Old Testament.  
The image below shows the first 6 weeks of the daily lectionary from TLH. Notice that 
the readings are listed according to the week of the church year. There are two readings 
for each day. They can both be read at the same time or one can be read in the morning 
and the other in the evening—whatever works best for you.  
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How to Keep Track of the Date on the Church 
Calendar 

How do you know what the date on the church calendar is so that you can use the daily 
lectionaries in either TLH or LSB? 
The simplest way is to listen carefully in church. The bulletin will indicate that it is the 
fourth Sunday in Lent, for example, or the Second Sunday of Easter. Before the Old 
Testament reading, too, the pastor will announce, “The Old Testament reading for this 
fourth Sunday in Lent (or Second Sunday of Easter) is….” 
If you weren’t watching or listening, it’s still not too hard to figure out. The two main 
dates that the church calendar is organized around are Easter and Whitsunday/Pentecost. 
Easter in 2020 is April 12. Whitsunday/Pentecost is May 31. The rest of the calendar is 
filled in from there.  
If you’re using The Lutheran Hymnal (TLH), the readings for “Easter” are for the week of 
April 12; the First Sunday after Easter are for the week of April 19; etc. That will bring you 
to Whitsunday (another name for Pentecost) on the week of May 31, Trinity Sunday on 
June 7, and the rest of the year continues from there. Please note that, because the date of 
Easter moves from year to year, you won’t get through all 27 Sundays after Trinity that are 
included in the daily lectionary. 
If you’re using Lutheran Service Book (LSB), the readings flow very similarly. “Easter 
Sunday” is the week of April 12. “Easter 2” is the week of April 19, etc. That continues 
through Holy Trinity Sunday on June 7. In 2020, you’ll then skip the readings shown for 
May 18 through June 7 and continue with the reading shown for June 8.  
Still not sure? Go to LCMS.org and search for “LSB Lectionary” to find a calendar for 
2019-2020 that has both the ‘normal’ calendar dates and the dates of the church calendar 
on it. 
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Daily Prayer in the Morning 
Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Versicles 
In the morning, O Lord, You hear my voice; 
in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for You and watch. 
  
My mouth is filled with Your praise, 
and with Your glory all the day. 
  
O Lord, open my lips, 
and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
 

Hymn 
The following hymn, another hymn for the morning (TLH #536-550 or LSB #868-876), or a hymn 
of your choice may be sung. 
 

With the Lord Begin Your Task TLH 540/LSB 869 

 

 

 

 

Tune: Public 
domain 
Text: © 1941 
Concordia 
Publishing House. 
Used by 
permission: LSB 
Hymn License no. 
110002765 
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Reading 
A reading from a daily lectionary (series of readings) like the one found on TLH, p. 161-164, LSB p. 
299-304 or a reading of your choice may be read. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Almighty God, merciful Father, who created and completed all things, on this day when 
the work of our calling begins anew, we implore You to create its beginning, direct its 
continuance, and bless its end, that our doings may be preserved from sin, our life 
sanctified, and our work this day be well pleasing to You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Additional Prayers for Ourselves and Others 
See p. 15 for suggestions on what to focus on each day. 
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Luther’s Morning Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 
You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life 
may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and 
all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 
over me. Amen. 
 

Benedicamus 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Daily Prayer at Noon 
Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Versicles 
Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea; 
hear me and answer me. 
  
Evening, morning, and noon 
I cry out in distress, and He hears my voice. 
  
Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you; 
He will never let the righteous fall. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Hymn 
The following hymn, a hymn about prayer (TLH #454-459 or LSB #766-780), a hymn about trust 
(TLH #425-437), or a hymn of your choice may be sung. 
 
My Faith Looks Up to Thee TLH #394/LSB 702 

 

 

 
Text and Tune: Public domain 

 
Reading 

A reading from a daily lectionary (series of readings) like the 
one found on TLH, p. 161-164, LSB p. 299-304 or a reading 
of your choice may be read.  
 
 

Already used the reading 
from the daily lectionary?  
Consider reviewing a portion 
of Luther’s Small Catechism. A 
short devotion from Portals of 
Prayer or a similar resource is 
also a good option. 
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Prayers 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Additional Prayers for Ourselves and Others 

See p. 15 for suggestions on what to focus on each day. 
 

Closing Prayer 
Heavenly Father, send Your Holy Spirit into our hearts to direct and rule us according to 
Your will, to comfort us in all our afflictions, to defend us from all error, and to lead us 
into all truth; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Benedicamus 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Daily Prayer for Early Evening 
Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Versicles 
Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
  
Joyous light of glory: 
of the immortal Father; 
heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ. 
We have come to the setting of the sun, 
and we look to the evening light. 
We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 
You are worthy of being praised with pure voices forever. 
O Son of God, O Giver of life: the universe proclaims Your glory. 
 

Hymn 
The hymn below, a hymn about the Church (TLH #460-481 or LSB #644-680), or a hymn of your 
choice may be sung 

 
Blest Be the Tie That Binds TLH #464/LSB 649 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Reading 
A reading from a daily lectionary (series of readings) like 
the one found on TLH, p. 161-164, LSB p. 299-304 or a 
reading of your choice may be read.  
 
 
 
 

Already used the reading 
from the daily lectionary?  
Consider reviewing a portion of 
Luther’s Small Catechism. A 
short devotion from Portals of 
Prayer or a similar resource is 
also a good option. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Additional Prayers for Ourselves and Others 

See p. 15 for suggestions on what to focus on each day. 
 

Closing Prayer 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for the evening is at hand and the day is past. Be our constant 
companion on the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope among us, that we may 
recognize You as You are revealed in the Scriptures and in the breaking of the bread. 
Grant this for Your name’s sake. 
Amen. 
 

Benedicamus 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Daily Prayer at the Close of the Day 
Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Versicles 
The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last. 
Amen. 
  
It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
to sing praise to Your name, O Most High; 
  
To herald Your love in the morning, 
Your truth at the close of the day. 
 

Hymn 
The hymn below, a hymn for the evening (TLH #551-565 or LSB #877-891), or a hymn of your 
choice may be sung 
 
Now the Light Has Gone Away TLH #653/LSB 887 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Reading 
A reading from a daily lectionary (series of readings) like the 
one found on TLH, p. 161-164, LSB p. 299-304 or a reading 
of your choice may be read.  
 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 

Already used the reading 
from the daily lectionary?  
Consider reviewing a portion 
of Luther’s Small Catechism. 
A short devotion from Portals 
of Prayer or a similar resource 
is also a good option. 
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     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Nunc Dimittis 

Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 
Your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation 
which You have prepared in the sight of every people: 
a light to reveal You to the nations 
and the glory of Your people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
At close of the day 

Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers 
of this night; for the love of Your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

Additional Prayers for Ourselves and Others 
See p. 15 for suggestions on what to focus on each day. 
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Luther’s Evening Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 
You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all 
my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into 
Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 

Benedicamus 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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An Outline for Daily Prayers 
 
There is certainly no shortage of people and specific needs that we can be praying 
about/for. At the same time, one challenge to a regular prayer life is the sense of 
repetition—saying the same things about the same people and concerns day after day.  
First, the devil would have you feel like it is repetitious. God calls it persistence and 
specifically teaches us to pray that way (Luke 18:1-8). 
Second, the Lord’s Prayer—which Jesus gave us in order to teach us to pray, offers a 
helpful outline that we can use to help direct our prayers day by day. 

• Sunday—First Petition: pray that, God’s Word would be taught in its truth and 
purity that that both we and everyone on your prayer list would be enabled to live 
holy lives in all circumstances by the power of His Word 

• Monday—Second Petition: pray that God’s Kingdom would continue to grow in this 
world through the work of the Holy Spirit. Ask, specifically, for the Holy Spirit to 
be at work in each need and person on our prayer list, providing comfort and 
strength, and using it all to make us more like Christ. 

• Tuesday—Third Petition: pray that God’s will would be done as He breaks and 
hinders the work of devil, the world, and our sinful flesh.  

• Wednesday—Fourth Petition: All our physical blessing comes from God—everything 
from the food on our tables to physical health to good government, good 
neighbors, and the like. Pray that He would teach us to realize this and to receive it 
with thanksgiving that overflows in generosity and care for others. 

• Thursday—Fifth Petition: We do not deserve for our prayers to be heard, let alone 
answered. Yet you can be certain that they are for the sake of Christ. Pray, too, for 
your enemies and that any rifts between people would be healed and reconciled by 
the forgiveness that only He can give.  

• Friday—Sixth Petition: Pray that your Father in Heaven would not allow the devil, 
the world, and our sinful flesh would not deceive you or anyone for whom you’re 
praying into false belief, despair, or other great shame and vice. Pray, too, that, 
although He allows us to be attacked by them, we might overcome them and win 
the victory of eternal life in heaven. 

• Saturday—Seventh Petition: Pray that God would deliver you and everyone for whom 
you pray from every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation. And finally, 
when our last hour comes, give us a blessed death and take us from this valley of 
sorrow to Himself in heaven 
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Ways to Stay Connected to God’s Word at St. Paul 
During this time that we are unable to gather in person, there are several ways to stay 
connected to God’s Word.  

• Sunday worship (9:00 a.m. weekly) 
o watch for the live video on our Facebook page, 

www.Facebook.com/StPaulUnionville 
o the live video will also be embedded on the main page of our website, 

www.StPaulUnionville.360Unite.com 
• Adult Bible Study (10:30 a.m. weekly) 

o watch for the live video on our Facebook page, 
www.Facebook.com/StPaulUnionville 

o go to www.Zoom.us/Join and use the meeting ID: 811 176 911 
o listen to the service by phone by calling (312) 626-6799 and using the meeting 

ID: 811 176 911 
• Daily Prayer (9:00 a.m. Mondays-Fridays) 

o watch for the live video on our Facebook page, 
www.Facebook.com/StPaulUnionville 

 
Additional opportunities may be added in the coming weeks. Watch our Facebook page and 
website for updates. 
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