
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Advent season is upon us and our church is 

beautifully decorated to the preparation of the birth of our 

Jesus.  This is time for us to all start new beginnings and 

release and old grudges that only hurt ourselves and spread 

the love of Jesus Christ. 

Our Council met on Wednesday, November 16th at 6:30 pm.  

Those present for the meeting were John, Doug, Lari, Katie, 

Amy Martha, Wade, Kristina, Brian, Gail, and myself.  

Under old business we voted to extend Nicole Eichen’s 

contract for one year. A re-evaluation will take place at that 

time if we deem it necessary.  Under new business we had a 

discussion on the proposed 2023 budget.  With some input 

from Rev. Shanna Johnson a few changes were made to the 

budget report.  As a result of our discussion, weas the 

council strongly suggest the passing of this budget for 2023.  

It will come to the congregation to vote on December 4th, 

right after service.  We will face the budget of 2024 

hopefully in a more positive light. 

The discussion of closing the office on really snowy days 

was discussed.  Nicole has been setting up a system in her 

home in case the conditions are to bad for her to get into the 

office. 

We as the council wanted to make sure our shut-ins are kept 

informed about the happenings of the church.  In last 

month’s newsletter, we sent out a loving letter to them.  We 

informed them they were all in our thoughts and prayers.  

We gave them some information about what is shaking in 

our church and how as a wonderful group of people we are 

all working together to keep the church in good functioning 

order.  We also informed them if they were able to join us I 

church to let the office know and we will be glad to pick 

them up.  We wished them a very Happy Thanksgiving and 

a Blessed New Year. 

Sincerely, Council President  

Darlene Barkley 

We closed the meeting with our usual signing of the 

Birthday cards and get well wishes. We closed with the 

Lord’s Prayer.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
We invite you to join us to worship Christmas 

Eve. This will be our Candlelight Service on 

Saturday, December 24th at 7pm. 

On Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25th  

there will be a hymn sing along.  Come and 

pick your favorite hymns to sing and enjoy the 

Christmas joy. 

 

                        
 

The Church office will be closed from 

December 22nd -  December 26th  for the 

Christmas Holidays. And again December 29th 

– December 2nd for the New Year. 
 

All gifts need to be returned to the church for the 

ANGEL TREE no later than Sunday, December 4th. 

Please remember that all gifts need to be placed in a bag, 

unwrapped, with the tag attached. Please drop the gifts 

by the office during the hours of 8 am-1 pm Mon-Thurs.  

 
We will again be collecting hats, mittens and socks; 

they will be donated to the Carlinville Schools. The 

tree is located in the sanctuary or you may drop your 

items off  Mon – Thurs. 8 am-1pm. Thank you for your 

donations! 
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Christmas Coffee this year is on Sunday, December 

11th at 11am. Join us in coffee, cinnamon rolls, and 

holiday fellowship cheer! 

 

Christmas Cradle is selling a variety of nuts to benefit 

the Christmas Cradle/Angel Tree program. Nuts are 

$15.00 a bag and will be available for purchase during 

the Carlinville Christmas Market. If they do not sell out 

at the market, they will then be available at the church 

office. 

    

 
Food Pantry Update 

************************************* 
November has been a very busy month at 

the Food Pantry.  Thanks to all your 
generous donations of blankets to very 

appreciative people.  We have had many 
donations made to the food pantry which 

lets us get a jump start on the winter season.  
We have had food collections brought in 

from the school system, CNB, Moose, and a 
great response to our food drive at 

Walmart.  The Carlinville FFA contributed 
50 Thanksgiving baskets to be distributed 
from the pantry.  This is the last week in 

November but we have already distributed 
food to over 100 families in need.  Thank 

You to everyone that contributes with 
money of food donations.  Without your 

loving support we cannot  so the work that 
we so for our community.  This month’s 

suggestion would be paper towels, paper 
plates and health care items.  

 God Bless you All! 

 
 The  Children’s Christmas Program this 

year  will be Sunday, December 18th during 
worship service.  

There is NO Sunday School on 
        December 18th, December 25th  and 

January 1st. 
 

 

The Jr. Youth will meet on Wednesday, December 7th 

for their Christmas Party.  We will meet from 5:30-

7:00 in the Friendship Room.  For those that would 

like to participate, please bring a $10 gift for the gift 

exchange.  

 

We also want to thank all the church members and 

others who bought cinnamon rolls.  The outpouring of 

support was great, and we hope everyone enjoys their 

rolls.     

Our Sr Youth Group theme for  

our November meeting was “Gratitude.” 

We discussed what being grateful really means 

and different ways we can all show gratitude. The 

kids brought donations for the food pantry, 

worked on cards for thank you’s and 

Thanksgiving, and prepared care packages to send 

to our college kids. 

 Our next meeting will be in December for our 

Christmas Party.   

All kids in grade 6-12 are welcome!  
 

Donna, Amy, and Joan 
 

 



 We will be  again this year for the Salvation Army 

at Wal-Mart on Friday, December 9th and Saturday, 

December 10th.  Times for both days will be 10 am – 

6pm.  If you would like to volunteer please call 

Darlene Barkley or leave a message with the church 

office.    

        
 

Thank You for Your Help The Mission and 

Outreach/Worthy Works Committee would like to 

thank everyone for their help and support with the First 

Responders appreciation luncheon as held on October 

28th . This was National First Responders Day and our 

local First Responders (and family members) were 

treated to a free chili or vegetable soup, drink and 

dessert luncheon. Approximately 30 area First 

Responders attended. Most were from the Macoupin 

County Sheriff’s Department and from the Carlinville 

Fire Department. Several church members and outside 

guests also attended. There were several thank 

you/comments of appreciation for having the event and 

that the chili or soup was very good. The net dollar 

amount (sales minus expenses) from the event is not 

yet final. But it appears an amount near $400 will go 

toward the Church’s Building Repairs/Capital 

Champaign. Again, thanks to everyone for helping 

making this event a success. 

                     

                    
 

We need your help!  We are redesigning the newsletter 

to include a new section. This section will have 

information the congregation wants to share. If you 

have any information, announcement or articles that 

you would like to be presented in the newsletter, please 

drop off all information in the blue newsletter envelope 

posted outside the office. Please keep all articles 

uplifting and positive. The deadline for articles to be 

printed in the January newsletter is Monday, 

December 19th, 2022. If you have any questions please 

call the church office.  

                         
 Christmas Fund (formerly known as “Veterans of the 

Cross”) is the mission for December. The Christmas 

Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy and 

lay employees of the United Church of Christ for over 

100 years. Donations to the Fund help provide 

emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities, 

supplementation of health care premiums and 

Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each 

December to our lower income retirees. The United 

Church of Christ congregations and members have 

blessed the Christmas Fund with their generosity for 

many years. This year, your care and compassion 

will be especially appreciated by those servants of the 

church who are facing a time of need. If donating, 

please make out the check to St Paul UCC and note 

Christmas Fund in the memo section. If making a cash 

donation, please list Christmas Fund on the envelope 

cover. Thank you for your generosity. 

 

                       
 

Current Concerns:  Grandma Kathy, Andy 

Schroeder, Dale Kasten, Mary Stewart (Friend of the 

Eiffert’s); Lola Warford (Nicole Eichen’s Mom);  

Dean Holliday, Sr.; Bob Bergeron (Linda Leefers’ 

Uncle); Elsa Weimerslage; Fred Emery (Kathy Witt’s 

Cousin) 

Shut ins: Jean Beal, Margaret Bloome,  Norma 

Hammann, Jean Klaus, Alice McGeachy, Mary Jo 

Oye,  Andrew Schroeder and Gerda Strope 

 

Those who are struggling with health issues. 

Those who are struggling with mental health issues. 

We lift up all who are weary and oppressed, that they 

might find a world of peace and justice. 



 

Take a Break from  
the Christmas Rush! 

 Laugh with the  
 

 

 
****************************************** 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



Christmas or Xmas? 

Christmas is also sometimes known as Xmas. Some 

people don't think it's correct to call Christmas 'Xmas' 

as that takes the 'Christ' (Jesus) out of Christmas. (As 

Christmas comes from Christ-Mass, the Church service 

that celebrated the birth of Jesus.) 

                                

But that is not quite right! In the Greek language and 

alphabet, the letter that looks like an X is the Greek 

letter chi / Χ (pronounced 'kye' - it rhymes with 'eye') 

which is the first letter of the Greek word for Christ, 

Christos. 

The early church used the first two letters of Christos 

in the Greek alphabet 'chi' and 'rho' to create a 

monogram (symbol) to represent the name of Jesus. 

This looks like an X with a small p on the top:                                                           

        

The symbol of a fish is sometimes used by Christians 

(you might see a fish sticker on a car or someone 

wearing a little fish badge). This comes from the time 

when the first Christians had to meet in secret, as the 

Romans wanted to kill them (before Emperor 

Constantine became a Christian). Jesus had said that he 

wanted to make his followers 'Fishers of Men', so 

people started to use that symbol. 

                  

When two Christians met, one person drew half a basic 

fish shape (often using their foot in the dust on the 

ground) and the other person drew the other half of the 

fish. The Greek word for fish is 'Ikthus' or 'Ichthys'. 

There are five Greek letters in the word. It can also 

make up a sentence of Christian beliefs 'Ie-sous 

Christos Theou Huios So-te-r' which in English means 

"Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour". The second letter 

of these five letters is X or Christos! 

So Xmas can also mean Christmas; but it should also 

be pronounced 'Christmas' rather than 'ex-mas'! 

 

The Legend of the Christmas Spider 

Tinsel was first created in Nuremberg, Germany in the 

1878 when thin strips of silver foil were sold as 

'Icicles'. In 1880 'angel hair, made from spun glass was 

sold. The first 'tinsel' garlands were sold in the 1890s 

from silver plated copper wire. But when plastic/man 

made tinsel was invented, it became very popular as it 

was much cheaper than metal tinsel and also lighter to 

go on the tree! 

There are also folk stories about how tinsel was created 

- by The Christmas Spider!  These tales seem to have 

started in Eastern Germany, Poland or Ukraine but are 

also told in parts of Finland and Scandinavia. The 

stories are now also popular in other countries such as 

the USA; although I live in the UK and most people in 

my country have never heard of the story/legend! 

All the versions of the story involve a poor family who 

can't afford to decorate a Tree for Christmas (in some 

versions the tree grew from a pinecone in their house, 

in others the family have bought a tree into the house). 

When the children go to sleep on Christmas Eve a 

spider covers the tree in cobwebs. Then on Christmas 

morning the cobwebs are magically turned into silver 

and gold strands which decorate the tree! 

Some versions of the story say that it's the light of the 

sun which changed the cobwebs into silver and gold 

but other versions say it's St Nicholas / Santa Claus / 

Father Christmas / das Christkind which made the 

magic happen. 

In parts of Germany, Poland, and Ukraine it's meant to 

be good luck to find a spider or a spider's web on your 

Christmas Tree. Spider's web Christmas Tree 

decorations are also popular in Ukraine. They're called 

'pavuchky' (which means 'little spider') and the 

decorations are normally made of paper and silver 

wire. You might even put an artificial spider's web on 

our tree!      

                       

             

https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/ukraine


The History of Stollen Bread 

Stollen or Christstollen is a tradition dating back to 

14th century Germany.  Germans baked stollen loaves 

at Christmas to honor princes and church dignitaries, 

and to sell at fairs and festivals for holiday 

celebrations.  Early stollen loaves were made as bread 

without milk or butter because the church did not allow 

these ingredients during advent.  In the mid-17th 

century, a papal proclamation allowed stollen bakers to 

add milk and butter, resulting in a similar recipe to the 

one we bake today.  A legend pertaining to Stollen 

Bread is that the hump on the loaves, represents the 

humps of the camels that carried gifts to the Christ 

Child on the first Christmas.  The candied fruits and 

raisins represent the precious jewels and gifts in the 

camel’s packs.  Enjoying Stollen is a custom that has 

brought joy and meaning to many holiday 

celebrations.   

Traditional German Christmas Stollen  

3oz sultanas 

3oz raisins 

1oz flaked almonds, toasted 

1oz glacé cherries, halved 

2oz candied lemon peel, chopped 

grated rind of 1 lemon 

1 fl oz rum or brandy 

1lb plain flour 

pinch of salt 

1/4 teaspoon ground mace or grated nutmeg 

1oz fresh yeast or 1/2oz dried yeast 

2 fl oz warm milk 

4 fl oz warm water 

2oz sugar 

4oz butter, softened 

approx. 1 1/2oz butter, melted 

 

 

Christmas Decoration: 

mixed candied fruits,  slices of orange, lemon and 

citron peel,  glacé cherries and icing sugar, sifted 

To Glaze: 

4 tablespoons sugar 

4 tablespoons water 

          

Directions: 

Put the fruit, nuts, peel and grated lemon rind in a bowl 

and pour over the rum or brandy. Leave to soak, 

preferably overnight, until the spirit is absorbed. Sift 

the flour, salt and spice into a warm mixing bowl. Mix 

the yeast with the warm milk and water and a teaspoon 

of the sugar, sprinkle with flour and leave in a warm 

place until the crust cracks. 

Stir the yeast mixture into the flour with the remaining 

sugar and mix into a dough. Beat in the softened 

butter. Turn the dough on to a floured board and knead 

for 10 minutes until smooth and no longer sticky. 

Cover the dough and leave in a warm place for 30 

minutes or until doubled in bulk. Knock it back, and 

work in the fruit, one-third at a time. Do this quickly or 

the dough will discolor. Shape into an oval. Roll out to 

about 1 inch thick. Make a dent lengthwise with the 

rolling pin, slightly off center. Fold over on to the wide 

side so the bottom edge of the dough extends beyond 

the top and press down. 

Place the Stollen on a greased baking sheet, cover and 

leave in a warm place to prove for about 20 minutes or 

until puffy. Brush with melted butter and bake in a 

preheated hot oven at  450°F for 30 minutes. Reduce 

the heat to 400°F and continue baking for a further 20 

to 30 minutes. A skewer inserted will come out clean 

when the Stollen is cooked. Meanwhile dissolve the 

sugar in the water for the glaze. While the Stollen is 

still hot, brush with the sugar glaze. When decorating 

for Christmas, arrange mixed candied fruits on top of 

the Stollen and brush again with the sugar glaze or 

cover the top generously with sifted icing sugar. 

Stollen keeps well and can also be sliced and toasted. 

 



 
 
1 Stephanie Schroeder 

 Laura Hammann 
2 Joe Konneker 

4 Julie Wallis 

 Abby Ashby 
5 Devin Whitworth 

8 Dennis Hammann 

 Martin Kasten 

 Natalie Strope 
 Janie Lackman 

9 Tina Prose 

 Brittany Walden 
10 Darlene Barkley 

 Emily Arndt 

 Emily Dixon 
11 Aidan Groves 

 Don Pool 

 Jennifer May 

 Angela Goodwin 
 Emily Hammann 

12 Karen Eichen     

 Andy Harding 
 Delaney Sanson        

13 Elizabeth Dixon   

 Jesse Bernhardt 

14 Cloey Mack 
15 Margye Morse 

 Mike Dixon 

16 David Slightom Jr. 
 Robert Wiese 

 Emily Witt 

 Katelyn Barber 
18 Sandra Johnson 

19 Erin Sanson 

 Henry Walden 

21 Amy Wise 
22 Tracy Pocklington 

 Casey Gillespie 

24 Karen Hildebrand 
 Bill Klaus 

 Jim Gillespie III 

 Melissa Snider 
26 John Thoron 

29 Heather Lohnes-Kanllakan 

 Haley Stratton 

 Caroline Hammann  
 

 

30   Beverly Klaus 

 Patti Olive 
 Jacob Dixon 

 Rose Standley 

31 Alexandria Dixon 

 

  
2   Dean & Gloria Wiese 
   Robert & Sherlyn Hammann 

3   Andy & Kate Harding 

12   Rod & Becky Bernhardt 
22    Mitch & Mary Walden 

30   Kirby & Judy Bates 

31   Brian & Norma Mitchell 

 

 

    

 If you have changed your mailing or email 
address, please let the office know so we can 
update our records.  If have gone from a land like 
telephone number to a cell phone number only, 
please let us know that as well. Call or email your 
updates to the office. 854-4046 or 

stpaulucccarlinville@gmail.com 
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Sunday School 9:00 am 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Staff 

Nicole Eichen, Church Secretary 
Gail Sanson, Treasurer 

Brian Mitchell, Financial Secretary 
Elner Ivers, Organist 

Debbie Costello, Choir Director 
Norma Mitchell, Custodian 

 
Church Council Officers 

Darlene Barkley – President 
Kristina Wise- Vice President 

Katie Thomas - Secretary 

Office Hours: 8 am. –1 pm. Monday through Thursday 
Email: 

 Church Office: stpaulucccarlinville@gmail.com 

Transition Team: ttstpaulucc@gmail.com 

Finance Committee: finance.stpaulucc@gmail.com 

Council President: spucccp@gmail.com 

Council Secretary: spucccs@gmail.com 

Online giving: https://stpaulucccarlinville.360unite.com/home 
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