
 
 
 
 

Notes from the Council President 

 

Now it is the first of August and the 

sun is shining bright in the sky. Our children 

will be returning to school shortly and many 

lifestyles will be changing. Before long, the 

leaves will change colors and fall. Our lives 

are constantly in the process of new 

changes. 

At this time, our church is being 

challenged with change. On July 31, 2022, 

there was a petition presented to terminate 

our interim minister, Katrina Palan. The 

petition was brought before the congregation 

and it came to a vote. The vote count was 

58-30 in favor of terminating her contract. 

She was given a 30 day notice. I was 

notified by Pastor Katrina that she was 

choosing to be done on July 31, 2022. We 

wish her nothing but success in her future. 

Now our church is under the helpful 

guidance of Reverend Shana Johnson, our 

Illinois South Conference minister. She was 

present on Sunday morning for worship and 

the meeting that followed. I have been in 

contact with her since Sunday, and she 

assures me that all is well. 

We will continue with supply Pastors 

and lay people until our mission is 

completed. 

We wish nothing but blessings and 

thanks for all the work our  Transition Team 

has done and will continue to do. May God 

bless them! 

As I close, I will leave you with this 

message: 

Psalm 24:14 Wait on the Lord: be of 

good courage, and he shall strengthen thine 

heart. Wait, I say, on the Lord. 

May God bless and keep you! 

 

Darlene Barkley 

St. Paul’s Church Council President 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
1 Anthony Goodwin 

 Tracie Knudson  

2 Peggy Yudinsky 

3 Helen Jennings 

 Greg Griffel 

4 Christina Witt 

 Joshua Gillespie 

 Kayla Smalter 

 Jamie Brockmeier 

5 Jack Sanson 

9 Lucas Webb 

10 Glenn Hammann 

11 Dawn Ann Raftis 

 Candace Smith 

12 Christi Harris 

 Will Chapman 

 Ryan Hammann 

13 Lori Schaefer  

14 Nathan Klaus 

Quincy Lohnes-Kanllakan 

15 Jason Leefers 

 Jay Greenwalt 

 Seth Darr 

16 Jeff Gillespie 

Jerry Eiffert 

17 Walter Smith 

18 Stephanie Pool 

 Heather Haley 

 Kody Brown 

 Luke Davis 

20 Elaine Brockmeier 

 Geoff Lohnes 

 Makenna Harding 

 Anastasia Darr 

23       Matt Gahr 

Ariel Chapman 

Owen Hammann 

24 Blake Killam 

25 Wade Stults 

 Dennis Boehm 

 Cora Shade 

27 Kelsey Klaus 

28 Ashlyn Killam 

29 Andrew Schroeder 

 Amy Moore 

 Dana Leefers 

 Tyler Knudson 

 Alexia Mosby 

30 Mark Ivers 

 Becky Bernhardt 

31 Anne Stilwell 

 

 
            
1 John & Paula Lapp 

 Willie & Sandy Owens 

3 Ken & Donna Moore 

5 Chris & Betsey Rodgers 

8 David & Janet Steiner 

 Brad & Heather Haley 

12 Brandon & Rebecca Hammann 

15 Martin & Katie Kasten 

17 Drew & Connie Schroeder 

21 Jerry & Donna Eiffert  

 Greg & Nikki Armour         

24 Albert & Sheila Hammann 

26 Jim & Anne Stilwell 

29 Jon & Sara Klaus 

 Tim & Michelle Moore 

31 Phil & Becky Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Sr Youth Group would like to 

extend a huge THANK YOU to everyone who 

helped make our 2022 Pork Cookout a 

success.  For all who helped in any way and all 

who came through for lunch that day, thank you. 

A special thanks to Larry and Pat Kaburick for 

donating the meat and to John and Paula Lapp & 

Jerry and Donna Eiffert for donating the chips. 

We are very grateful and appreciate our church 

family for the continued support!! 

In September we will be starting our new year 

and all youth grades 6-12 are welcome to come 

join us! Stay tuned for our next meeting date!! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

The mission for August is the 

Carlinville Food Pantry, Good Samaritan 

Ministries. The Food pantry provides help for 

families in the Carlinville School District who 

have food needs. Currently, with the higher 

prices of most of our basic necessities including 

food, the Pantry is seeing more families than 

they have in the past year or two – averaging 

140-150 families each month. Families come to 

Pantry for a lot of varied reasons. Most have 

medical issues and limited insurance. Some have 

jobs but are not scheduled enough hours to 

qualify them for insurance. Many families have 

combined generations living in one home, 

making their food needs even harder to 

maintain. Many are 

families with single parents raising children with 

just one income. And we know how the higher 

cost of food and gas are affecting us. Imagine 

what it’s like for these families! 

The Pantry is lucky to have wonderful 

volunteers! Nearly every church in town is 

scheduled for a day each month to distribute 

food. Peggy, Deb, Kathy, and Donna work on 

St. Paul’s day and Darlene is our representative 

on their Board of Directors. But we can always 

use more help on our day, the 3rd Tuesday of 

each month. 

There are a variety of ways that we can 

help. One way - donate funds. The Pantry 

receives government commodities from the 

Central Illinois Food Bank and additional food 

from the Midwest Food Bank, but still needs to 

purchase the basic foods that families need. A 

second way – donate food. Each month 

Darlene lists food needs in our monthly 

newsletter. We have gotten out of the habit of 

bringing Food on the First, but it would be a 

help if we got back into the habit. Or bring food 

on any Sunday! Another way to help – collect 

Prairie Farms lids that say “Our Caps Your 

Cause” on them. There is a bucket on 

the table by the office door to leave them. Each 

lid has a code under the sticker. Those codes are 

worth 5 cents each to the Pantry. That doesn’t 

seem like much, but a lot of lids makes a lot of 

money for the Pantry. 

At the Pantry Board, members and 

volunteers do not judge – not each other nor the 

families who need help. People need help, the 

Pantry gives it with no judgment. Some people 

have made choices or mistakes that put them in a 

tough situation but the Pantry doesn’t judge. 

Some people are in situations that are out of 

their control, but the Pantry doesn’t judge. 

Judging is God’s job. Our job is to be His heart 

and hands and work together to help others 

when we can, any way that we can. Thank you 

for your continued support of the Pantry - 

and your neighbors! 

 

 
Mission & Outreach/Care & Share School 

Supplies 

The Mission & Outreach/Worthy Works 

committee is preparing a Care and Share 

program for 

school supplies. The Carlinville School District 

has an annual “school supplies” drive. The 

School District 

has asked St Paul’s for assistance in providing 

some of these school supplies.  

 Back packs, 1.5-inch binders and 

headphones/earbuds have been requested. The 

“Heart” will have information, a “link,” on 

where it is possible to purchase a 

headphone/earbud. However, the 

headphone/earbud may be purchased anywhere 

as long as the device is compatible with a 

Chrome Book computer. 

The collected supplies will be 

distributed on an age-appropriate basis from 

kindergarten thru 12th graders. The committee 

feels our Congregation could help with this local 

need 

request. 

As in the past with similar requests, the 

committee will be using the “Angel Tree” 

concept. 

Paper “Hearts” are being prepared which will 

list items needed. Members of the Congregation 

can pick 

up a Heart, provide the listed item and return the 

donated item with the Heart attached. The 

Hearts will 

be in the Sanctuary or Fellowship Room 

beginning Sunday, July 31st  . There is a 

relatively short turn 

around this year. We ask that donated items be 

returned to the table outside the Church office 

by 

Sunday, August 7th and no later than 

Sunday, August 14 (School classes start on 

August 17).  Thank you for your help here. 



 

 

 
 

 

 On Friday, August 12th at 7pm in the 

Sanctuary, Dan St. Onge and several of his 

current and former music students will be 

performing a benefit concert to raise funds for 

our capital campaign to pay for maintenance 

improvements for the church. This is a free will 

donation concert. 

 There will be refreshments served 

following the concert. Dan would appreciate 

help in providing the refreshments, and 

suggestions of what to serve.  

 This event will bring to our church 

several families that may be looking for an 

alternative place to worship. Let’s show them 

how wonderful our church is! 

  

 
 

Funeral dinner committee purchased a new bus 

cart for the kitchen and it is assembled and in the 

kitchen for use.  The old rickety cart has also 

been repaired which leaves with an extra cart 

which has been put in the friendship 

room.  Thankfully, there was no need for funeral 

dinners this month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Current Concerns 

Mary Stewart-friend of the Eiffert’s; Lola 

Warford—Nicole Eichen’s Mom; Doug Eichen 

Dean Holliday, Sr.; Betty Jo Meyers-Austin 

Carter’s grandmother; Bob Bergeron – Linda 

Leefers’ uncle;  Grandma Patricia; Elsa 

Weimerslage- leukemia; Fred Emery-cancer, 

Kathy Witt’s cousin 

Those who are struggling with health issues. 

Those who are struggling with mental health 

issues. We lift up all who are weary and 

oppressed, that they might find a world of peace 

and justice. 

Transition Team as they continue to work on 

helping the church heal in this time of transition. 

The Church Council and other leaders in the 

congregation. 

Shut ins: Jean Beal, Margaret Bloome,  Norma 

Hammann, Jean Klaus, Alice McGeachy, Mary 

Jo Oye,  Andrew Schroeder, Gerda Strope 

Wider Church Leadership 

Rev. Shana Johnson-ISC Conference Minister 

Rev. Dr. John C Dorhauer- General Minister & 

President of the United Church of Christ 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear St. Paul’s Members, 

Thank you for awarding me your scholarship. I 

will use the money awarded to help continue my 

education at Loyola University Chicago. There I 

plan to study Elementary Education with a 

minor in Spanish. Moreover, you are helping me 

pursue my dream of becoming a 4th or 5th grade 

teacher where I will be able to give back to my 

students. Thanks again! 

Megan Dunn 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
The Christian Ed Committee held a 
meeting on Monday, July 18th. Pastor 
Katrina and Heather Haley were the 
only two in attendance.  The meeting 
was held to discuss Vacation Bible 
School: 
-5 students were signed up for VBS 
-no items for the camping theme were 
donated by the congregation to borrow 
-11 volunteers signed up to help with 
VBS 
-5 members donated food items for VBS 
 
Due to low numbers and a lack of 
support, it was decided to cancel VBS 
for this summer.  Thank you to Donna 
Sanson, Larry and Pat Kaburick, 
Kristina Wise, Katie Thomas, and Peggy 
Yudinsky for offering to donate food 
items.  A thank you also to Linda 
Leefers, Nancy Smith, Margie Kahl, 
Paula Lapp, Katie Goodman, Pastor 
Katrina, Nadia Kahl, Deb Costello, 
Norma Mitchell, Karen Leefers, and 
Rose Standley for offering to donate 
their time during VBS week.  Thank you 
to everyone who gave monetary 
donations for VBS. 
 
There will be a Christian Ed Meeting 
on Sunday, August 28th at 11:15am.  
 
 Sunday School will begin September 
11th and the nursery will open back up 
the second Sunday in September.  If you 
would like to help teach Sunday School 
next year, please contact Heather Haley 
@ (217) 556-9375. 

 
 

The Transition Team continues to 

work through the final stages of the 

“Leadership” phase of the transition process. 

Work continues on review of the 

Constitution and By-Laws, and plans are to 

have the final draft for presentation to the 

congregation at the semi-annual meeting in 

July.  

          While work is being finalized on the 

“Leadership” phase, the team began work on 

the “Connections” phase of the transition 

process. The “Connections” phase is the 4th 

out of 5 phases in the transition process. As 

part of this phase, a Mission Fair is being 

planned for Sunday August 21st, following 

worship; donuts and coffee will be served. 

More to come on those plans as the team 

works through the “Connections” phase! 

         The team appreciates your support and 

prayers as they continue to move through 

the phases of the transition process.  

Please contact any team member with 

questions!  

Sincerely, 

Rich McClain, Eric Ratcliff, Leland 

Smith, Wanda Hammann, and 

Joan Hammann 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 
Sunday, September 25 is the date 

for the annual Worship & Picnic at 

Beaver Dam. There will be more 

details in the September newsletter! 
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Church Staff 
Linda Leefers, Church Secretary 

Kathy Witt, Treasurer 
Brian Mitchell, Financial Secretary 

Elner Ivers, Organist 
Debbie Costello, Choir Director 

Norma Mitchell, Custodian 
 

Church Council Officers 
Darlene Barkley-President 

Kristina Wise-Vice-President  
Blake Hammann-Secretary 

 
Office Hours: 8:00 am – 1:00 pm Monday through Thursday 

 
Email: 

Church Office: stpaulucccarlinville@gmail.com 
Transition Team: ttstpaulucc@gmail.com 

Finance Committee: finance.stpaulucc@gmail.com 
Council President: spucccp@gmail.com 
Council Secretary: spucccs@gmail.com 

Online giving: https://stpaulucccarlinville.360unite.com/home 
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