
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Ponderings 
We begin the month of July each year celebrating 

our “Independence Day,” reminding ourselves of the 

freedom of an overseas rule that taxed us, but did not let 

us have a voice, or representation in the political 

decisions being made in the new world. You all know 

this  story; you do not need me to tell this to you. Over 

the years I wonder if we realize or understand what it 

really means to be free. Being free does not mean there 

are no longer responsibilities or accountability for our 

actions.  Being free brings us many responsibilities and 

accountabilities. The Apostle Paul, in his letter to the 

community of believers at Galacia (5:1,13-14) says the 

following about freedom, “You, my brothers and sisters, 

were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to 

indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in 

love. For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one 

command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
I find this text to be compelling.  It sums up what 

the Christian life is to be about.  We are free, but our 

“freedom” is not about ourselves, but rather it is about 

others. That we should serve others.  Not just that we are 

slaves, but that we serve 1. Humbly. When I think about 

someone who is humble, I think about a person who is 

content to be in the background, making sure that 

everyone has what they need before the person even 

thinks about sitting down. Merriam-Webster 

defines  humility as “freedom from pride or arrogance.” 

Think about a person whom you know is truly 

humble.  What is it that draws you to them? Usually, it is 

their willingness to listen intently, like you are the only 

important person on the planet.  That what you have to 

say is important.  They do not appear to be thinking of 

how they can “one-up” your story or “give you one 

better.”  They seem to enjoy hearing what you have to 

say. Another quality of a humble person is that they do 

not want applause or accolades for everything they 

do.  As a matter of fact, they would rather you not say a 

word, or even let people know when they accomplish a 

task.  
Another way we are called by Paul to serve one 

another is “in love.” The Apostle, Paul has a lot to say 

about love. From 1 Corinthians 13 we read If I speak in 

the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I 

am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1  Corinthians 16 we read Do everything in love. 

Paul refers to love as one of the fruits of the spirit. In 

Ephesians, Paul tells us, “Be completely humble and 

gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.” 

Love is the driving theme of the New Testament. Jesus 

summed up the law (Ten Commandments) by saying 

that we are to Love God and Love our neighbor.  
Freedom becomes connected love. Which is 

interesting because war is about hate. Freedom is not the 

absence of war, but the presence of love, humility and 

service to one another.  That is how we are free. We are 

free to love, free to serve both God and our neighbor in 

Love. This July may God’s love so fill your heart and 

actions that others notice your love.  
 

Shalom, 

 

Pastor Katrina 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 The office will be closed Monday, July 4th 

for Independence Day.  
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 Sunday School will start back up 

September 11th.  There will be a “Welcome back 

to Sunday School” potluck following worship that 

day. The potluck is sponsored by the Fellowship 

Committee. Sunday School will be at 9am so 

children can attend church with their parents.  We 

need Sunday School Teachers, which consists of 1 

Sunday every 6 weeks.  Please contact Heather 

Haley at 217-556-9375, if you have any questions 

or are interested in serving the church. 

 

 Confirmation Class starts on September 

21st. The class will be for kids entering the 6th grade 

and up, and will meet each Wednesdays after 

school; 3:30-4:30pm. (your child may arrive any 

time after school) 

 If you are planning on your child being in 

the Confirmation class, please let the office know 

by August 1st  so we order books for each student. 

You may call the office at 854-4046. 
 

Sr. Youth Group News 

The Sr Youth is currently working on plans for the 

summer break.  Plans are in the works to set a date 

for the group’s summer field trip. This year the Sr 

Youth is headed to Springfield for a day at Sky 

Zone.   

The group also  hosts a summer Pork 

Cookout annually as a fundraiser, With the help of 

the Youth Group Support Committee. This year the 

Pork Cookout is scheduled for Friday, July 8th . 

Please stop by the drive-thru cookout on the 8th and 

enjoy a delicious pork chop or pork burger lunch!! 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

VBS begins Sunday, July 24th at 5:30pm. Now 

is the time to register your child and their friends. The 

registration form is included in this newsletter. 

Additional forms available in the office. Registration 

deadline is July 15th. You may drop off your registration 

forms at the office, mail them, email them or place them 

in the offering plate. 

The following donations are being requested: 

 

• Hot dogs and buns 

• Tortilla chips 

• Plates & Napkins 

• Corn Dogs 

• Capri Sun drinks 

• Ketchup & mustard 

• Small bags of chips 

• Lunch meat 

• Cookies  

• Graham crackers 

• Chocolate bars 

• Marshmallows 

Your donations may be dropped off at the office anytime 

during regular office hours, or Sunday morning.  

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Friday, July 15 at 7pm we will be having a family 

movie night! Join us in the comfort of the 

Fellowship Hall for a family movie, popcorn and 

drinks. You may also bring your own snacks if you 

wish. The movie will be an all ages movie, the title 

will be announced in the bulletin announcements. 

Please mark you calendars and join in on the fun! 



 

 

Lynda Power 

Lynda Suzanne "Sue" Power, 71, of 

Carlinville, passed away on Sunday, May 29, 2022, 

at St. John's Hospital in Springfield, IL. Lynda was 

born on March 30, 1951, to Manning and Virginia 

E. (Hunt) Kessinger in Litchfield, IL. She graduated 

from Carlinville High School with the class of 

1969. Lynda worked as a dietitian for Health 

Technologies in St. Louis, MO where she traveled 

to different towns providing inspections. 

Lynda was a member of St. Paul's United 

Church of Christ in Carlinville where she was very 

active within the church. She was also a very 

talented quilter.  

Lynda is survived by her son, Robert S. 

Power of O'Fallon, IL; granddaughter, Stevie Power 

of O'Fallon, IL; four brothers, James L. (Janet) 

Kessinger of Carlinville, IL, David L. Kessinger of 

Godfrey, IL, Brian (Coleen) Kessinger of Lincoln, 

IL and Marty L. (Pam) Kessinger of Carlinville, IL. 

Lynda was preceded in death by her parents; sister, 

Cynthia Kessinger and a brother, Timothy 

Kessinger. Visitation was Saturday, June 4, 2022, 

from 9:00 to 11:00 am at St. Paul's United Church 

of Christ, Carlinville, IL. Funeral services followed 

at the church with Rev. Katrina Palan officiating. 

Cremation and Burial of Ashes will take place in 

Charity Cemetery. 

 Memorials are suggested to the Beverly 

Farms Foundation, Godfrey, Illinois.  

 

 

Robert “Bob” Konneker 

Robert G. "Bob" Konneker, 71, of 

Carlinville, passed away Thursday evening, June 

16, 2022, at Memorial Medical Center in 

Springfield, IL. Bob was born on February 25, 

1951, in Carlinville, and was raised by his mother 

and step-father, Edward and Mary Jo (Bergan) Oye. 

Bob graduated from Carlinville High School with 

the class of 1969. Shortly after graduating from 

high school, he joined the US Navy, where he 

served his country during the Vietnam War, 

obtaining the rank of CTRSN. After Bob returned 

home, he started working for the Secretary of State 

as a printer. He stayed working for them until his 

retirement.  

Bob married Donna D. Allred on November 

12, 1983, at St. Paul's Episcopal Church in 

Carlinville. He and Donna later joined St. Paul's 

United Church of Christ, where he was very active. 

Bob loved gardening, fishing, and being with his 

boys and grandchildren. He volunteered at the local 

food pantry and was a cub scout den leader for Pack 

#62 when his sons were young. He was also an avid 

St. Louis Cardinals fan. Bob was very proud of the 

fact that he was only 2 units shy of being a 30 

gallon blood donor.  

Bob is survived by his mother, Mary Jo Oye 

of Carlinville, IL; his wife Donna of Carlinville, IL; 

two sons, Joseph E. (Jennifer) Konneker of 

Standard City, IL and Jesse A. (Rebecca) Konneker 

of Boonville, IN; granddaughter, Marleigh 

Konneker; two grandsons, Joey and Charlie 

Konneker, and a baby granddaughter on the way; 

two brothers, Stephen (Brenda) Konneker of 

Sherman, IL and Kevin Konneker of Carlinville, IL; 

sister, Cindy (Jim) Verton of Gillespie, IL; several 

nieces, nephews and great nieces and nephews. Bob 

was preceded in death by step-father, Edward Oye. 

Graveside funeral services were held on Friday, 

June 24, 2022,  Moore Cemetery in rural 

Carlinville, IL, with Rev. Katrina Palan, officiating. 

 Memorials are suggested to either St. Paul's 

United Church of Christ, Macoupin County Animal 

Shelter, or the donor's choice.  

 

 



 
 

The Transition Team continues to work 

through the final stages of the “Leadership” phase 

of the transition process. Work continues on review 

of the Constitution and By-Laws, and plans are to 

have the final draft for presentation to the 

congregation at the semi-annual meeting in July.  

          While work is being finalized on the 

“Leadership” phase, the team began work on the 

“Connections” phase of the transition process. The 

“Connections” phase is the 4th out of 5 phases in 

the transition process. As part of this phase, a 

Mission Fair is being planned for Sunday August 

21st, following worship; donuts and coffee will be 

served. More to come on those plans as the team 

works through the “Connections” phase! 

         The team appreciates your support and prayers 

as they continue to move through the phases of the 

transition process.  

Please contact any team member with questions!  

Sincerely, 

Rich McClain, Eric Ratcliff, Leland 

Smith, Wanda Hammann, and Joan 

Hammann 

 

 

 

 

Funeral Dinner committee served the Lynda 

Power family and friends after her services at St 

Paul’s on June 4, 2022.  There were 22 

served.  Thanks to everyone that provided food, 

served or helped in any way. 

 We also served the Bob Konneker dinner after his 

Graveside service on Friday June 24 at 11AM. 

The funeral Dinner committee purchased 2 grey bus 

tubs, 2 vinyl dishwashing aprons, and reserved 

signs for tables for the kitchen. 

Thanks to everyone that helps our committee in any 

way 

 

 

 
JULY MISSION PARTNER  

 Nutritious food. Shelter. Clean water. A 

decent education. Access to health care. And a safe 

and secure environment. All fundamental for a life 

free from hunger and poverty. Yet millions of 

people can't afford them. 

 At Heifer International, we invest in farmers 

and business owners around the world, because we 

know that having a secure source of income can be 

truly transformational for families and their 

communities.  

 We collaborate with communities in 21 

countries around the world as they strengthen local 

economies and build secure livelihoods that 

guarantee a living income to local farmers.  

 Please make your donations to St. Paul UCC 

and note Heifer on your check. Thank you in 

advance for your generous donations! 
 

 

 

 
 

July Food Pantry Needs: 

Condiments: mustard, ketchup, mayo, relish etc. 

Canned Ravioli 

Dish Soap 

Cake Mixes 

Fruit Cups 

Pudding Cups 

Personal Care Items 

You may drop off your donations at the church 

office during regular office hours or Sunday 

mornings. All other donation items are greatly 

appreciated! 
 

 

 

 



 

The Mission & Outreach/Worthy Works 

committee would like to give everyone a heads up 

on some items we are working on.  First, the local 

“back to school” Care & Share event.  We expect 

the Carlinville school district will contact us about 

this event and we would like to help here again 

(school supplies, backpacks, etc.).  More info to 

come as we get it.  

 Second, we are looking to update our 

telephone/contact “calling tree” as put together a 

few years back.  This was to help at Heritage 

Healthcare if they were to need help 

evacuating/moving their residents.  We have 

become aware of similar situations where it may be 

helpful to have a means/organization to quickly 

contact church members.  This could be used for 

possible help in the community (or if something 

comes up at the Church).  In August/September, we 

will likely be contacting church members to see if 

they are willing to help and for their contact info 

(phone numbers, ability to receive text messages, 

emails, etc.).  

 Third, we are looking to recognize local 

First Responders (police, firemen, ambulance 

personnel, etc.).  We are not sure what this will be, 

possibly a tray of lunch/meat/cheese items at their 

place of work, but more likely a meal event at the 

Church Fellowship Hall.  A tentative date being 

looked at is on Friday, October 28 (National 1st 

Responders Day).  Again, more info will be 

coming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Capital Campaign Kickoff 

As you know, the congregation voted on May 

8, 2022, to have a Capital Campaign to fix some 

deferred maintenance items.  The congregation then 

voted on June 5, to take out a loan to begin the 

maintenance items, rather than wait until the 

“Capital Campaign” monies came in for each 

project. A capital campaign team was formed. 

Leanne Gahr is the chairperson of this 

committee.  The following are also on the 

committee: Dave Hildebrand, Andy Harding, Todd 

Armour and Pastor Katrina (as ex officio).  

The committee has met several times to figure out:  

1. A name for the campaign. In discussion we 

talked about the kinds of things we were doing with 

the capital campaign money, what we were 

fixing.  The idea was  that bricks, lumber paint and 

windows build a church from the outside.  God 

builds a church from the inside.  It was discussed 

that strong foundations originally built this 

church.  This became the “Strong Foundations 

Capital Campaign.” 

2. The capital campaign team decided to hold 

a Potluck luncheon on July 17 @ 11:15 to unroll 

our plan for having this campaign.  The team will 

furnish the meat for the meal.  The congregation 

needs to bring side dishes and desserts for this 

potluck.  Leanne will outline our plan of action, we 

will share in a meal together, and you can make 

decisions about what you would like to finance in 

the church, either individually or together with 

others.  

3.  We hope that this can be an 18 month 

campaign and that everything will be fully funded 

by January 2024. Since the organ fund was funded 

in 14 months for about the same amount of money, 

the Capital Campaign team believes that we can 

have this fund funded in less than 18 months. 

Together we can get this accomplished.   

Leanne Gahr, Dave Hildebrand, Andy 
Harding, Todd Armour, and Pastor Katrina 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Current Concerns 

Lola Warford (Nicole Eichen’s Mom), Doug 

Eichen, Dean Holliday, Sr., Betty Jo Meyers (Austin 

Carter’s grandmother), Bob Bergeron (Linda 

Leefers’ uncle), Grandma Patricia, Noelle 

Kaufmann (friend of Pastor Katrina), Elsa 

Weimerslage- leukemia, Fred Emery-cancer, (Kathy 

Witt’s cousin). 

Those who are struggling with health issues. 

Those who are struggling with mental health issues. 

We lift up all who are weary and oppressed, that 

they might find a world of peace and justice. 

Transition Team as they continue to work on 

helping the church heal in this time of transition. 

The Church Council and other leaders in the 

congregation. 

Shut ins: Jean Beal, Margaret Bloome,  Norma 

Hammann, Jean Klaus, Alice McGeachy, Mary Jo 

Oye,  Andrew Schroeder, Gerda Strope 

Wider Church Leadership 

Rev. Shana Johnson-ISC Conference Minister 

Rev. Dr. John C Dorhauer- General Minister & 

President of the United Church of Christ 

 
 

 
 

 

SEMI-ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING 

 

The Semi-Annual Congregational meeting is 

Sunday, July 31st, following worship. The 

following will be voted on: 

 

1. Personnel policy 

2. By-laws 

3. All reports and meeting notes not 

approved & voted on during 

January 30 Annual meeting. 

4. Annual meeting notes, and the two 

special called meeting notes. 

 

The Personnel policy and updated by-laws will 

be available July 17th. If you pick one up, 

please bring it to the July 31st Semi-annual 

meeting when you come.  

 

 



 
 

1 Rob Brockmeier 

 Killian Mitchell 

 Rick Griffith 

 Kendra Hammann 

4 Hunter Davis 

 Gerda Strope 

5 Julie Griffith 

 Lonny Rosentreter 

6 Madi Whittington 

 Kevin Wise 

7 Rachel Owens 

8 Traci Hammann 

 Amy Yudinsky 

 Francie Jabhar 

 David Harris 

 Carissa Hammann 

9 Susan Bloome 

 Nathan Kolsto 

 Henry Hammann 

10 Megan Smalter 

11 Seth Gillespie 

 Daniel Eichen 

12 Jared Bernhardt 

 Kelsey Snider 

13 Melinda Barnard 

14 Linda Hammann 

 Teresa Chapman 

 Jean Klaus 

 Viki Leefers 

 Brysen Nepute  

16 Patrick Dufner 

 Shirley Lee 

17 Nena Wells 

 George Wills Jr. 

 Nick Atkins-Harris 

18 Trace Cummings 

 Darcy Cummings 

19 Kaitlyn Lawrence 

20 Aaron Bernhardt 

 Harlee Hammann 

21 Jim VanNattan 

 Eric Schuette  

23 Jasmine Curtis 

 Marjorie Kahl 

24 Amy Rosentreter 

 Samuel Schuette 

 Adalyn Darr 

25 Elyssa Levinsky 

27 Marlo Suhre 

 Lydia Armour 

29 Betsy Klaus 

 Bill Rodgers 

 Rachel Hammann 

 Gage Hammann 

 Marty Kessinger 

30 Jonathan Strope 

3l Heath Barkley 
         

 

 
 

 

7 John & Pam Smalter 

 Rodney & April Eichen 

9 Don & Donna Sanson 

11 Greg & Patricia Hudson 

 Seth & Tiffany Darr 

26 Brad & Kris Lohnes 

29 Rick & Amy Rosentreter 

 Carl & Kylia Emery 
 

 

 

 
 

Kaleb Stults and Katie Buckner were united in 

marriage by Rev. Katrina Palan on June 4, 2022, at New 

Hope Barn in Michael Illinois. Kaleb’s parents are Wade 

& Becky Stults. The couple makes their home in 

Modesto, Illinois. Congratulations to the newlyweds! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St. Paul United Church of Christ 

202 E Main St 

Carlinville, IL 62626 

Sunday Worship 10:00 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-Profit Organization 

    U.S. Postage Paid 

    Permit #155 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

    
    

 

 

 

                           

 

      

             

   

 

 

 
             

 

Church Staff 
Rev. Katrina Palan – Intentional Interim Minister 

Linda Leefers, Church Secretary 
Kathy Witt, Treasurer 

Brian Mitchell, Financial Secretary 
Elner Ivers, Organist 

Debbie Costello, Choir Director 
Norma Mitchell, Custodian 

 
Church Council Officers 
Darlene Barkley-President 

Kristina Wise-Vice-President  
Blake Hammann-Secretary 

 
Office Hours: 8:00 am – 1:00 pm Monday through Thursday 

 
Email:  

Pastor Katrina: stpaulpastorucc@gmail.com 
Church Office: stpaulucccarlinville@gmail.com 

Transition Team: ttstpaulucc@gmail.com 
 Finance Committee: finance.stpaulucc@gmail.com   

Council President: spucccp@gmail.com 
Council Secretary: spucccs@gmail.com 

Online giving: https://stpaulucccarlinville.360unite.com/home 
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