
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

 

Lent starts Wednesday, March 2.  We will have 

communion and ashes available in the sanctuary from 

8:30 am - 6 pm.  The Ash Wednesday service will be at 

7pm. Each week the Lenten Bible Study happens from 

12-1:30. We are watching the online series called “The 

Chosen” and discussing it afterwards. To watch the 

trailer, go to : https://youtu.be/K1-FoFj8Jbo Bring your 

lunch with you. I will also be sending daily devotions by 

email.  If you do not have email, let the office know, we 

can get a printed copy for you. 

Lent is the 40 - day period of repentance and renewal 

before Easter.  It starts on Ash Wednesday and finishes 

at the Easter Service.  Lent is a special time in which we 

can remember the Easter story and ponder it’s meaning. 

Observing Lent prepares us to celebrate Easter through 

spiritual practices, repentance, participation in special 

services, and recalling Christ’s suffering so we can 

remember why Jesus came to earth and why he died.  

In the early days, baptism and public penance (being 

sorry for sins) were the themes of Lent. In later years, 

the emphasis shifted from public to private penance. 

Lent became a time of forgiveness and reconciliation 

toward God and other.  Today the emphasis is on prayer, 

meditation and reflection on the meaning of Easter. The 

heart of Lent is inner penitence and reconciliation with 

God.  

Reconciliation with God involves sorrow for sins  

(sins- anything that is done that breaks relationship with 

God and neighbor), commitment to God (daily, not just 

attending a weekly or monthly worship service), 

Spiritual growth (this comes through acknowledgement 

of a dependence on God), and perseverance (continuing 

to keep up your spiritual practices after Easter is over) 

We begin this inner penitence by self-examination. 

Spiritual renewal is only possible if you willing to repent  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(turn and go the other way) for the sins and 

CHANGE your life to be more Christ-like. We learn 

spiritual renewal through spiritual practices.  Lenten 

practices are things like: fasting (yes, this could be 

food, but it can also be things like fasting certain 

times of the day from electronics, tv, internet, etc.) 

special commitments (visiting the shut-ins or calling 

someone you have noticed is not in worship, 

commitment to pray for the church daily, or 

charitable giving is stepped up, just to name a few.), 

goods and charity, prayer and reflection, Bible study, 

church activities. 

Lent is a time of  remembering our humanity 

and our sins. It is a time that we use to prepare 

spiritually for the crucifixion and resurrection of 

Jesus, our Savior. It is not always a tradition for the 

United Church of Christ to give up something for 

Lent, but I want to encourage you to consider doing 

so. The whole point to giving something up is so that 

whenever we think of doing, eating or drinking this 

“thing,” instead we pray or thank God for this thing. 

It is a discipline, to help us remember God.  You can 

also fast from television, video games, complaining 

or gossiping.  It doesn’t always have to be 

“something holy.” 

We can also take something on.  Perhaps you 

want to be in deliberate prayer for the Church (and 

the pastor) each day at a certain time, or you want to 

fast, or take on reading your  Bible.  Whatever you 

feel would help you grow spiritually; I would 

encourage you to “take something on” for Lent.  

Remember, Jesus is not looking for self-torture, 

self-hatred, 40-day starvation or oceans of tears.  

Lent is a time to take a real look inside yourself to 

decide how you can encourage your faith to grow. 

Let us all take seriously this understanding of 

repentance and dependance on God.  

 

Shalom, 

 

Pastor Katrina 
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Ash Wednesday 

7pm Worship  

 

Lenten Bible Study 

“The Chosen” 

Noon- bring your lunch 

Each Wednesday during Lent 

noon-1:30pm 

 

Palm Sunday – April 10 

 

Mandy Thursday – April 14 

7pm  Worship 

 

Good Friday – April 15 

 

Easter- April 17 

Worship- 8:00am 

Easter Brunch 9:00 am 

Easter Egg Hunt 9:30am 

Worship – 10:00am  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I want to give a great big thank you to Bill and 

Peggy Yudinsky.  Last month, Linda and I asked in 

the newsletter for a table for the hall outside of our 

offices.  Bill and Peggy offered to make us one. 

Please stop by the office to see the beautiful table 

Bill and Peggy made for the church.  It is an 

unexpectedly beautiful gift to the church.  We are 

blessed that the Yudinsky's gave their best offering 

for God!.  

Pastor Katrina and Linda Leefers 

 

 

 
 

Thank you, Thank you, thank you to those who put 

together and cooked the waffle brunch last week. 

Great big shout out to Albert Hammann for making 

and cooking the sausage patties. Thank you to Andy 

Harding, Larry Kaburick and Wade Stults for 

cooking patties also.  Thank you to Linda Leefers 

(Ed) for providing waffle mix, cooking, setting up 

the tables & dishes and shopping for items for the 

brunch.  Thank you to Lari Vanderpoel for the 

yummy fruit salad. Thank you to Donna Sanson for 

strawberries, whipped topping and cooking waffles. 

Thank you to the Eifferts for providing the butter, 

milk and juice. Thank you to Karen Leefers for 

providing powdered sugar and oil. Thank you to the 

following who cooked waffles: Carissa Hammann, 

Karen Leefers, Pat Kaburick, Becky Stultz, Don 

Sanson, and Dick McClain. AND Thank you to 

Blake Hammann and Val Leefers for the amazing 

clean up.  They are professionals, if you need their 

phone numbers for a big clean up job, call the office.  

Pastor Katrina 

 

 



Transition Team Update 

 

The Transition Team is currently working on the 3rd 

phase “Leadership” out of  the 5 phases of the transition 

process. Each member has formed sub-committees with 

several congregation members. They have been 

reviewing and updating church documents and policies. 

 

1. Constitution and By Laws: sub-committee have 

met several times and they are still reviewing and 

updating. 

2. Job Description: sub-committee has completed 

their assignment and has been approved by the 

church council. 

3. Personnel Manual: sub-committee have met 

several times and they are still reviewing and 

updating. 

4. Committee Descriptions/Chairperson Roles: has 

completed their assignment. They plan to present 

the information to the church council at the 

March 9, 2022, meeting. 

5. Youth Protection Policy: sub-committee has 

completed their assignment and has been 

approved by the church council. 

6. Training: sub-committee have not started their 

assignment. They are awaiting the completion 

and  church council approval of the other five 

sub-committees. 

The Transition Team continues to work hard to complete 

the steps as soon as possible. 

Respectfully Yours: Rich McClain, Wanda Hammann, 

Eric Ratcliff, Joan Hammann, and Leland Smith 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
IN OUR PRAYERS 

 

Ongoing Concerns 

Bill Traversa, Maris Bobitt, Norma Hammann, Wendell 

Armour, Grandpa Patricia, Noelle Kaufmann, Elsa 

Weimerslage, Fred Emery, Lynda Powell 

 

Shut ins 

Jean Beal, Marilyn Best, Margaret Bloome, Norma 

Hammann, Jean Klaus, Alice McGeachy, Mary Jo Oye, 

Marlene Schoonmacher, Andrew Schroeder, Gerda 

Strope. 

Wider Church Leadership 

Rev. Shana Johnson-Illinois South  Conference Minister 

Rev. John C Dorhauer- General Minister & President of 

the United Church of Christ 

 

 
 

Sunday School: We had our Kids' Crusaders on 

February 13th.  We talked about how God loves us 

unconditionally and how we should love others 

unconditionally.  We decorated heart shaped cookies 

and made cards for others. The Christian Ed 

committee met in late February to discuss VBS. 

 

Jr. Youth Group: Due to our normal scheduled 

meeting falling on Ash Wednesday, the March Junior 

Youth will be held on Wednesday, March 9th from 

6-7 PM in the Friendship Room. 

 

 
 
The following information was omitted from the 

2021 Annual Report. We apologize for the oversight.  

 
Stewardship Committee 

Jerry Eiffert – Chair 

Larry Kaburick 

Wendell Armour 

Andy Harding 

Kathy Witt 

Brian Mitchell – Ex-officio & Council Liaison 

 
Births 2021 
Harlee Jane Hammann 07-20-21 
Ada Grace May  11-18-21 
Cameron Allen May  11-18-21 

 
Baptisms 2021 
Caroline Ann Hammann 04-10-21 



 
 

MISSION OFFERING for March is One Great Hour 

of Sharing (OGHS) . In 2022 the theme is “Love 

Remains” 

Starting in 1946, Protestant Churches came together to 

form a common Goal to provide world relief and 

reconstruction. The Early Church Leaders found that 

pulling together they could unite in a great power that 

could fuel this common cause. In 1950 the title of "One 

Great Hour of Sharing " was used for the first time. 

From the beginning this has been an ecumenical effort. 

As denominations changed and merged, OGHS has 

varied from eight to twenty- nine participation 

communions. It is one of four special mission offering of 

the United Church of Christ. This mission Moment 

occurs during the Lenten season. It supports the 

rebuilding after natural disaster, helps refugees, and the 

development and construction of resources for people to 

better them selves 

 The purpose of OGHS is an offering that makes 

the LOVE of Christ real for individuals and communities 

around the world who suffer the effects of disaster, 

conflict, or severe economic hardships. Today, projects 

are underway in more than 100 countries, including the 

U.S. and Canada, Contributions to OGHS make a 

difference in the lives of real people. Leaders of 

impacted communities identify the  of their people. 

Priorities for short, medium and long-term solutions are 

then made for the purpose of improving the quality of 

life for individuals and the communities. Around the 

world, OGHS continues to respond to needs equally 

critical as when it was first created. 

Please do your part by donating to One Great Hour of 

Sharing. This can be done by 3 different ways: 

Here at : 

St Paul's United Church of Christ with your envelope, or 

the drop off in the offering plate.  

By Mail to  

One Great Hour of Sharing 

United Church of Christ 

700 Prospect Ave 

Financial Services 6th Floor 

Cleveland, OH 44115 

Or Online @ United Church of Christ website.  

 

 

CARE & SHARE FOR LENT 

 

 The Mission & Outreach/Worthy Works 

committee is planning a “Care and Share for Lent” 

project.  Support will be directed to the ladies of the 

Adult and Teen Challenge.  These ladies are working 

to overcome substance abuse and life-controlling 

issues and are living at a facility in Carlinville.  They 

sang beautifully and spoke to the congregation on 

February 20.  Following is a list of items they could 

really use. Please drop your donations off at the 

church office during office hours. You may also 

place your donations on the table in the hallway 

between the two offices.  

 

Stamps, Stationary, Paper products- toilet paper, 

paper towels, Kitchen garbage bags, Art supplies  

Walmart gift cards for women to shop for personal 

needs, Little Debbie snacks/hostess snacks 

cleaning supplies, Dishes that are microwavable 

safe/dinner/salad plates and bowls. Set of 20.  

New silverware.  

 

Bigger need Washing machine without the agitator 

to wash comforters. 

 

Rides to appointments are also needed. If you can 

provide a ride for one of the ladies, please call the 

office, 854-4046, and let us know. The Adult and 

Teen Challenge directory will call to schedule you. 

  

 

  

 
 

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS: Thanks for all 

your donations for food on the first. The pantry had 

to switch venues and as a result they are very short 

on food. We are in great need of cake mixes, soups, 

crackers and personal care items. You may drop 

your donations off any time at the church office or on 

Sunday. 



 
 

St. Paul United Church of Christ – Carlinville, IL 

Council Meeting Minutes – Condensed for Newsletter 

Wednesday, February 9, 2022 – 7:00 PM 

 

Attendance: Darlene Barkley, Charlie Siegel, Wade 

Stults, Karen Leefers, Blake Hammann, Dick McClain, 

Lari Vanderpoel, Brian Mitchell, Pastor Katrina, Katie 

Thomas, Kristina Mitchell 

 

Opening Prayer: Darlene Barkley opened the meeting. 

Council members prayed for one another in opening 

prayer. Darlene’s council goal for this year is to reunite 

the church and love god.  

 

Approval of minutes: 

Corrections were made to the January 30, 2022, Annual 

Meeting minutes. Charlie Siegel motioned to accept the 

minutes with the changes, Wade Stults seconded. Motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

Dick McClain motioned to approve the January 30th, 

2022, council reorganization minutes. Charlie Siegel 

seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

Council to revisit the January 12th meeting minutes for 

approval at March meeting. 

 

Reports: 

Financial report - A correction to the finance report was 

made regarding the organ fund. Blake Hammann 

motioned to approve financial reports as corrected, Katie 

Thomas seconded the motion. Motion passed 

unanimously. 

Pastoral Report - Blake Hammann motioned to approve 

the pastoral report. Karen Leefers seconded. Motion 

passed unanimously. 

Committee Reports - All committee reports were in the 

annual report packet; no further committee reports were 

presented.  

 

Old Business: 

Organ fund overage was discussed. Organ committee to 

contact organ donors for discussion on overage of funds 

raised. As a 501c non-profit, all individuals that have 

contributed to the Organ fund must be contacted to 

determine what shall be done with the remaining 

funds. Discussion was tabled until Organ Committee 

brings forth a recommendation.  

 

New Business: 

Council representatives volunteered to be liaisons to 

committees. Full list available upon request in church 

office. Council filled out Valentine’s Day cards for 

the Church’s Shut-ins.  

Discussion was brought forth regarding WSMI 

broadcast after the January 30th annual meeting.  

 

Meeting closed with a prayer. Motion to adjourn was 

made and passed unanimously.  

 

Note: A copy of the council meeting minutes are 

available upon request in the church office or by 

contacting the Council Secretary, 

spucccs@gmail.com. 

 

 
 

January 2022 

 

Income 

2021 Balance 
Forward  $   6,092.45  
Gifts & Offering  $   9,313.66  
Organ Transfer to 
General  $ 32,854.00  
Missions  $      693.72  
Misc. Income  $   6,384.47  

Total Income  $ 55,338.30  

 



 
Birthdays 

1 Mary Kay Berry 

 Kyle Witham 

 Amanda Roberts 

 Nora Leefers 

2 Mary Hammann 

 Marji  Best 

Dennis Slightom 

3 Allison Snider 

5 Norma Hammann 

 Dakota Moore 

 Jackson Lohnes 

6 Becky Brockmeier 

 Kyle Bennett 

 Jeran Hammann 

8 Ava Armour 

 Don Eichen 

 Judith DeMunbrum 

9 Joe Kaburick 

 Chris Thoron 

 Donna Chapman 

10 Kathy Witt 

12 Andrea Hammann 

13 Debbie Wills 

14 Kim Barber 

16 Janet Steiner 

 Bev Neuhaus 

 Wendell Armour 

18 Matthew Dufner 

20 Matthew Witt 

21 Willie Morse 

Jacob Griffel 

22 John Goodwin 

23 Travis Tipps 

 Debbie Davis 

24 Dean Wiese 

26 Rodney Eichen 

 Dale Kasten 

 Lauryn Pool 

 Amanda Witt 

28 Ernie Costello 

 

 

 

 

 

29 Kaleb Kirk 

 Mary Mack 

 Hank Hammann 

30 Norma Mitchell 

 Marsha Smith 

 Louis Whitlock 

 Lynda Power 

 

  

Anniversaries 

 

4 Tim & Beth Chapman 

5 Jeff & Laura Hammann 

12 Donald & Marjorie Kahl 

14 Alan & Jennifer Kaburick 

19 Dennis & Deb Boehm 

20 Jerel & Marilyn Loveless 

 Bradley & Elizabeth Shade 

24 Mike & Trisha Dixon 

25 Don & Stephanie Pool 

 Mike & Amy Yudinsky 

29 Gene & Doris Gahr 

31 Jay & Carmen Trump 

 

If you have any additions or corrections to the 

birthday or anniversary list, please let the office 

know. Thanks! 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Remember to set your clocks ahead one hour 

when you go to bed Saturday, March 12th  so you 

will be at church on time Sunday March 14 . 
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Church Staff 
Rev. Katrina Palan – Intentional Interim Minister 

Linda Leefers, Church Secretary 

Kathy Witt, Treasurer 

Brian Mitchell, Financial Secretary 

Elner Ivers, Organist 

Debbie Costello, Choir Director 

Norma Mitchell, Custodian 

 

Church Council Officers 

Darlene Barkley-President 

Katie Thomas-Vice President 

Blake Hammann-Secretary 

 

Office Hours: 8:00 am – 1:00 pm Monday through Thursday 

 

Email:  

Pastor Katrina: stpaulpastorucc@gmail.com 

Church Office: stpaulucccarlinville@gmail.com 

Transition Team: ttstpaulucc@gmail.com 

 Finance Committee: finance.stpaulucc@gmail.com   

Council President: spucccp@gmail.com 

Council Secretary: spucccs@gmail.com 

Online giving: https://stpaulucccarlinville.360unite.com/home 
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