
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pastor’s Pondering 

February is always an interesting month.  

There is the potential for icy, snowy weather or it 

could be mild. We never know. Sometimes, Lent is 

in February, sometimes not. Valentine’s Day, a day 

of Love is always a nice break in the middle of the 

month. Some people do not like Valentine’s Day – it 

is, after all, the day that we remember and celebrate 

romantic love. Since not all of us have a love 

partner, this can be a sad day. I have a suggestion to 

make. Along with remembering romantic love, what 

about putting an emphasis on “Love” in general. In 

English, we have one word with many meanings and 

nuances about Love.   

The Greek has four words for love; agape, 

philia, eros and storge.  Storge – is a family kind of 

love.  It is the way you love your parents or your 

sister.  Philia – is a “brotherly” love.  There are 

people whom you meet and have relationships 

with.  These are based on a mutual respect and 

camaraderie. Eros – is an erotic kind of love, one 

that has to do with romantic love, the one between 

spouses.  Agape – is the kind of love that God has for 

humanity, a heavenly, pure kind of love.  What if we 

tried to celebrate all four Greek meanings for Love 

this Valentine’s Day?  We could celebrate our 

families, friends, spouses, and our community (both 

in the church and outside of the church). What if in 

February we make a special effort to increase our 

love in our family, friends, spouses, and community?   

What are some of the things that divide us 

from the other? Where are places in our relationships 

that need healing, forgiveness, commitment, 

attention, and/or communication? What in each of 

these relationships do we need to stop and ponder?  

Are we doing everything we can to see others 

through God’s eyes – the eyes of a loving creator 

who only wants the best for the children created? 

Are we seeing the others in our lives with  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

compassion or with judgment?  Are we seeing others 

with mercy or selfishness? Are we slow to anger or a 

hothead who wants our own way? Do we forgive, 

over and over or do we hold grudges and condemn? 

Do we make every effort to create peace, or do we 

thrive in conflict? Do we seek our unity or divide 

those around us by taking sides?  

1 Corinthians 13: 1-3 tells us “If I speak in 

the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have 

love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging 

cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy and can 

fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have 

a faith that can move mountains, but do not have 

love, I am nothing.  If I give all I possess to the 

poor and give over my body to hardship that I may 

boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.”  Finally, 

the chapter ends with verse 13, “And now these 

three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest 

of these is love.” 

God calls us to “Be Love.”  How could this 

change the direction of St. Paul’s United Church of 

Christ?  What could happen if we focused in 

February on how we can love our family, our 

friends, spouses and community? I believe we 

could be different and could make a difference in our 

congregation and community.  

 

Shalom, 

 

Pastor Katrina  
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Herald 

 St. Paul’s: Loving God While Serving Our Neighbors.  

 

COMMITTEES 

 

All Committees need to meet in 

February. This is a new year, with new 

members on Committees.  

Please call the office at 854-4046 to get 

your Committee meeting on the 

calendar. 

 



 

 
 

CURRENT CONCERNS: Noelle Kaufmann, Jan 

Chorn, Elsa Weimerslage, Fred Emery, George 

Wills, Lynda Power. Those struggling with health 

issues and mental health issues. 

 

SHUT INS: Jean Beal, Marilyn Best, Margaret 

Bloome, Kathleen Gillespie, Norma Hammann 

Jean Klaus, Alice McGeachy, Mary Jo Oye, Marlene 

Schoonmacher, Andrew Schroeder, Gerda Strope. 

 

WIDER CHURCH LEADERSHIP:  

Rev. Shana Johnson-ISC Conference Minister 

Rev. Dr. John Doerhauser GMP-UCC 

===================================== 

 
 Come early, stay late and enjoy coffee & 

treats each Sunday.  

 There is a sign-up sheet on the counter in the 

Friendship Room for volunteers. It is as simple as 

making or buying a treat and starting coffee.  On 

your Sunday, try to have treats here about 9:30 and 

begin the coffee then.  Some people drink coffee 

before worship, some after worship. having about 2 

dozen muffins, cookies, or a coffee cake or some of 

each is the norm. Do whatever you like to cook or 

eat. Having cheese, fruit or healthy options is 

perfectly all right also.  

 After everyone leaves, make sure to shut off 

the coffee pot and clean up. Questions? call the 

office 854-4046 

 

COFFEE POD DONATIONS: We are looking for 

donations of coffee, tea, hot chocolate, cider etc. 

K-Cup type coffee pods for the Sunday Coffee. 

Maybe you bought some and didn’t care for the 

flavor; maybe you used to use coffee pods and no 

longer use them,  or you just want to donate a box of 

coffee pods, whatever the case feel free to leave then 

on the Friendship Room counter.  

 
 

 

MISSION OFFERING for February is Macoupin 

Center for Developmentally Disabled (MCDD). The 

goal of MCDD is to meet the needs of adults with 

disabilities throughout Macoupin County. MCDD 

receives funds from the Macoupin County Mental 

Deficiency Fund and the United Way, these amounts 

vary from year to year. The Center works to provide 

funding by hosting various fundraisers through the 

year. Because of the variability of the funds they 

receive, your donations are greatly appreciated. 

Please make your checks payable to St. Paul UCC 

and mark MCDD in the memo section of your 

check or use the special offering envelope in your 

offering booklet. Thank you in advance for your 

generous donations. 

 

 

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS: Please remember 

to bring your Food on the First donations on Sunday, 

February 6th. Your donations may also be dropped 

off during regular office hours. There is a box under 

the coat rack by the office for your donations. Items 

needed this month are cake and brownie mixes and 

personal care items.  

 

 
February 16 is Super Bowl Sunday. On that day we 

will be collecting donations of food and money for 

the annual Souper Bowl of Caring. All donations 

will be sent directly to the Carlinville Food Pantry. 

There will be soup pots at both doors of the 

sanctuary. Thank you in advance for your generous 

donations! 

 

 



 
 

 

 Kids’ Crusaders will be on Sunday, 

February 13th from 11am-1pm.  We will serve 

lunch and have snacks.  Our theme will be Kindness 

with a Valentine’s day theme.  We plan to decorate 

cookies, make Valentine Day cards for the local 

nursing homes, and talk about the importance of 

kindness in our faith and with God. 

 Sunday School numbers have been 

down.  We are averaging 3 students per week.  We 

hope warmer weather in February and March and 

getting out of the cold/flu season will bump 

our numbers up.   

 Thank you to all of the teachers for helping 

out and taking the time to educate and build 

relationships with our youth during Sunday School 

time.   

The next Christian Ed meeting is February 27th at 

11:15am. 

  

 

JUNIOR YOUTH: In January, the Junior Youth 

Group met and played some fun winter race games 

and then made personalized snowmen.  

 The Junior Youth Group will next meet on 

Wednesday, February 2nd from 6-7 PM in the 

Friendship Room.  We have some fun Valentine's 

activities planned.   

 

   
 

 

End of Year Report 2021 

 

General Account 

  

Income 244,489.75 

Expenses 216,728.63 

 
 

 

 We will have a Wednesday 12-1:30 Bible 

Study. Bring a brown bag lunch. We will watch the 

TV video series, “The Chosen,” then discuss the 

video.  Each video runs between 35-56 minutes. 

Because there are 8 episodes in a season, we will 

begin February 23, 2022, and run through April 

13, 2022.   

 If you have not heard about “The Chosen,” 

here is what the website says about it. “Welcome to 

the first-ever multi-season series about the life of 

Christ. It is the free show that 10’s of missions of 

people do not stop talking about. This series is not a 

Hollywood production, but a crowd-funded media 

project put together by Director, Dallas Jenkins.  

 It is the story of a charismatic fisherman 

drowning in debt. A troubled woman wrestling with 

real demons. A gifted publican ostracized by his 

family and his people. A religious leader struggling 

with his beliefs.  See Jesus through the eyes of 

those who met him.” To watch the trailer, go to 

https://youtu.be/K1-FoFj8Jbo.  I sincerely hope that 

you can join us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Parsonage Report 

 Our tenants are happy and love living in our 

parsonage. Some minor repairs were needed and 

most have been done. We have ordered a new front 

storm door and hope to have it installed soon. 

 Roger Goodman 

 

 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

 

Ash Wednesday is March 2nd. 

Ashes and Communion will be 

available all day in the sanctuary. 

Evening service will be at 7pm. 

https://youtu.be/K1-FoFj8Jbo


 

 

Birthdays 

2 Tabitha Rives                                                                                                  
4      Leland Smith 

     Maggie Ratcliff 

5 Luke Hammann 

Sandy Bannister 

 Larry Tetzlaff 

 Max Eichen 

 Chad Rives 

6 Carla Brockmeier 

 Jonathan Stilwell 

7 Jill Whitlock 

 JoDee Nepute 

 Michelyn Wallis 

8 Carl Kasten 

 Maeve Thomas 

 Kohle Probst 

9 Kennedy Kasten 

10 Jack Boehm 

 Willy Owens 

12 Betsey Rogers 

13 Arlene Heyen 

15 Val Leefers 

 Chris Rogers 

 Brady Roberts 

16 Sherlyn Hammann 

 Ben Costello 

18 Dalton Sanson 

 Don Sanson 

 Mark Yudinsky 

19 Jodie Valdivieso 

 Parker Ashby 

20 Angela Pauline 

21 Tim Chapman 

            Reed Kaburick 

 Rod Bernhardt 

22 Andrew Sanson 

23 Walter Smith 

 Debbie Costello 

 Charlotte Lingo 

24 Marie Conklin 

 

 

25 Elizabeth Shade 

 Brandon Hammann 

 Bob Konneker 

26 Megan Whitlock 
      Heather Stayton 

27 Albert Hammann 

 Wally Pocklington 

28 Gloria Wiese 

 Brian Hammann 

 Mark Lohnes-Kanllakan 

     

 

 

14 Kevin & Amy Wise 

25 Jason & Deana Rogers 

26 Craig & Carol Witham 

 Mike & Julie Wallis 

 

 

If your birthday or anniversary is missing or is 

incorrect call the office and let us know. We will 

publish the corrections in the weekly bulletin. 

 854-4046   

 

  

 
 

 

Remember our shut-ins with a Valentine Card. If you 

need an address, call the office, we will be glad to 

help. 854-4046 

 

****************************************** 

EMAIL ADDRESS UPDATE: 

The office email address has been changed. Please 

update to the new address: 

stpaulucccarlinville@gmail.com 

****************************************** 
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Church Staff 
Rev. Katrina Palan – Intentional Interim Minister 

Linda Leefers, Church Secretary 

Kathy Witt, Treasurer 

Brian Mitchell, Financial Secretary 

Elner Ivers, Organist 

Debbie Costello, Choir Director 

Norma Mitchell, Custodian 

 

Church Council Officers 

Darlene Barkley-President 

Katie Thomas-Vice President 

Blake Hammann-Secretary 

 

Office Hours: 8:00 am – 1:00 pm Monday through Thursday 

 

Email:  

Pastor Katrina: stpaulpastorucc@gmail.com 

Church Office: stpaulucccarlinville@gmail.com 

Transition Team: ttstpaulucc@gmail.com 

 Finance Committee: finance.stpaulucc@gmail.com   

Council President: spucccp@gmail.com 

Council Secretary: spucccs@gmail.com 

Online giving: https://stpaulucccarlinville.360unite.com/home 
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