
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

As we enter into a new physical year, the question 

that many people ask themselves, after contemplation, is 

what am I going to do with a new year? As we look at 

2022, I call us to ask the same question of St. Paul’s 

United Church of Christ, “What are we, as a 

congregation, going to do with a New Year?”  there are 

so many possibilities to choose from. I will just list three. 

1. We can seek out new possibilities for the congregation 

to increase their relationship with God and with our 

neighbors. 2.  We can continue to work against the church 

by demanding our way or none at all. We can continue to 

be divided and work against each other, all the while 

hoping that “our team” will win.  3.  Nothing, we are 

going to wander around hoping that things change 

without us doing the hard work of making things better.  

As I look back at the hopes and dreams of the 

congregation, gleaned from the work of the transition 

team last December & January, that are expressed on the 

north wall of the Friendship Room, I share your words for 

moving forward into the future “Leadership, forgiveness, 

transparency, increase leadership participation, define 

leadership roles, increase communications, reasonable 

expectations of the Pastor. Get everyone involved, agree 

to disagree, BE CHRISTIAN, wholeness, LOVE GOD, 

reach across the aisle, congregational based church, 

discover our mission, BE SELFLESS. I wonder how each 

of you are doing to help the congregation unify and 

increase in love of God and neighbor?  

Albert Einstein (also Mark Twain and Ben Franklin) 

are the ones credited with coming up with the following 

definition of insanity. “Doing the same thing over and 

over while expecting different results.” What does not 

matter is who coined the phrase.  Any of the three 

mentioned would be someone to emulate, so the 

definition is well spoken. What this means to us is that we 

MUST change, I know – scary, the way we are acting, 

talking and behaving if we want a result different that the 

disunity, division, and unforgiveness that is the current 

mode of operation for many leaders in the church.  

In Matthew 9: 16-17, Jesus says “No one sews a 

patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch 

will pull away from the garment, making the tear 

worse. 17 Neither do people pour new wine into old 

wineskins. If they do, the skins will burst; the wine will 

run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour 

new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved.” 

What he is telling the disciples and us today is that we 

cannot just continue on the way we are doing things, it 

will not last or work for the long run. To be a church that 

is unified, loving God and loving our neighbors, we need 

to take an honest look at OURSELF – not others, 

acknowledge our part in the disunity, then as the apostle 

Paul says in Ephesians 4: 1-3, “As a prisoner for the 

Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the 

calling you have received.  Be completely humble and 

gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make 

every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the 

bond of peace.”  We are called to be peacemakers. Being 

a peacemaker means that we will do everything in our 

ability to make peace.  Making peace means we have to 

give up our “RIGHT” to have everything our way, our 

Right to be first, and our Right to hold long grudges. We 

must, as Paul says later in Ephesians 4: 31-32, “Get rid 

of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, 

along with every form of malice. Be kind and 

compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just 

as in Christ God forgave you.   

It’s a New Year, I say we try to work for peace, unity, 

loving God and loving our neighbor. What say you? 

 

Shalom,  Pastor Katrina 
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ANNUAL REPORTS for all Committees are past 

due at this point, If you have not gotten your report 

in, please submit it now. All reports should be 

emailed to stpaulucc@nwcable.net. Thank you to 

those committees that have already submitted their 

reports. If you have questions about your report, 

please contact the office. 854-4046. 

 

 
WANTED: The office is looking for a small table or 

shelf in good shape to put in the hallway by the 

office. If you have one you would like to donate, 

please contact the office at 854-4046. 

 

 

****************************************** 

 

RECYCLE: Please bring the card fronts (yes-even 

if there is writing—it will be covered up) from 

greeting, sympathy, birthday & Christmas cards. 

“Place of Grace” ministries uses recycled cards to 

sell. The proceeds from the cards are used  to support 

women’s shelters, domestic violence shelters and 

homeless needs in the Riverbend area.  

 Look for the white box on the card by the 

office to place your recycled cards. Thank you.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wider Church Leadership 

 

Rev. Shana Johnson- Illinois South  Conference 

Minister 

 

Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer – General Minister 

and President of the United Church of Christ 

 

Current Concerns 

Betsy Hodapp, Jan Chorn (cousin of Rosie Bloome) 

Elsa Weimerslage, Fred Emery (Kathy Witt’s 

cousin), George Wills, Lynda Power 

Those who are struggling with health issues. Those 

who are struggling with mental health issues. The 

Transition team as they continue to work on helping 

the church heal in this time of transition. The Church 

Council and other leaders in the congregation. 

 

Shut-ins 

Jean Beal, Marilyn Best, Margaret Bloome, Kathleen 

Gillespie, Norma Hammann, Jean Klaus, Alice 

McGeachy, Mary Jo Oye, Marlene Schoonmacher, 

Andrew Schroeder, Gerda Strope 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL MEETING of the Congregation will 

be held on Sunday, January 30th  following 

worship. The purpose of the meeting will be to 

vote on committee and new council members and 

review 2021. 

OFFICE HOURS: Please take note that 

the office hours have changed. Hours are 

8am-1pm Monday-Thursday 
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 January Mission is the Hitz Memorial 

Home. Hitz Memorial Home is a not-for-profit 

ministry of the United Church of Christ. It has been 

providing healthcare services to the elderly since 

1952.  The home with its Rehab and Skilled nursing 

facility is conveniently located four miles east of IL 

Rte. 4, in the quiet, charming community of 

Alhambra, IL with medical facilities close by.  The 

Home offers a complete range of care, including 

Rehabilitation and short-and long-term skilled 

nursing care.   

 Our mission is to be a caring community 

reflecting faith-based values, within which resident’s 

rights are respected and fulfilled.  We are on a 

journey to provide our residents with choices, 

options, and a sense of achievement each day.  We 

have built our home around the needs of the 

residents and encourage them to make decisions that 

impact the quality of their lives. 

 Our goal is to make your feel at home.  You 

may bring personal decor from home and decorate 

any way you would like.  Our facility is clean, 

inviting and friendly.  When you stay with us, we 

welcome you as part of our family.  Thank you in 

advance for your generous donation.   

 

 
 

Remember to bring your Food Pantry donations to 

the church on the first Sunday of each month for our 

Food on the First offering. You may also drop your 

donations off at the office Monday-Thursday during 

regular office hours.  

 All food donations are welcome, along with 

personal hygiene items. If you have questions, please 

contact Darlene Barkley.  

 

 

 

Karen Jean Hildebrand, 75, of Gillespie, IL, died 

at St. Francis Hospital, Litchfield, IL on Thursday, 

December 16, 2021 at 12:10 pm.  She was born 

December 24, 1945, in Litchfield, IL to Charles 

Suhling & Edith (Hammann) Suhling.  She married 

David W. Hildebrand on June 6, 1965 in Gillespie, 

IL.  She was a homemaker.  Karen was a member of 

the Eastern Star and Home Extension.  She is 

survived by her spouse, David Hildebrand of 

Gillespie, IL, children, Sally (John) Rauzi of 

Carlinville, IL, Tracey (Ahmed) Hildebrand-Helmy 

of Palm Desert, CA, grandchildren, Seth, Zachary, 

Casey, Aladin, 7 great-grandchildren, and sister, 

Sandra (James) Johnson of Carlinville, IL.  Karen 

was preceded in death by her parents and sister, 

Clara Eichen.   Funeral services were Thursday, 

December 23, 2021 at Kravanya Funeral Home, 

Gillespie, IL, burial Moore Cemetery, Carlinville, 

IL, with Rev. Katrina Palan officiating,  Memorials 

are suggested to Donor's Choice or American Heart 

Association.   

 

Payton Jay Leefers was born December 28, 2021.  

She weighed 8lb. 5oz. Her parents are Jason & 

Dana Leefers and her big sister is Nora. Paternal 

grandparents are Von & Linda Leefers, paternal 

great-grandparents are Val & Karen Leefers. 

Congratulations on your new arrival! 

 

 

 



 

Birthdays 

2 Carol Witham 

3 Linda (Mrs. Von) Leefers 

4 Ian Costello 

 Mackenzie Harris 

David L Hammann 

Dash Sanson 

5 Marilyn Best 

6 Rebecca Hammann 

7 Ken Bennett 

 Pam Smalter 

 Robert Wiggins 

9 Sheila Hammann 

 Mitchell Armour 

 Gail Petri 

10 Alan Kaburick 

 Michelle Stratton 

11 Jaime Boswell 

 Geneva Armour 

 Jay Trump 

12 Emma Griffith 

 Daisy Valdivieso 

13 Ethan Hammann 

 Hallee Kaburick 

14         Howard Rutherford 

 Emmy Haley 

15 Connie Steele 

17 Sandy Owens 

 Donna Sanson 

 Wanda Dixon 

18  Steve Mosby 

 Amy Jamieson 

19 Robin Walker 

  Judy Thoron 

20  Andrew Williams 

21   Tiffany Darr 

22  Kaleb Stults 

 Lea Hudson 

 Ariya Darr 

23  Gene Gahr 

 

 

24  Doug Eichen 

25  Ethan Dixon 

 Meghan Allen 

26 James Kaburick 

 Margaret Bloome 

27 Samuel Wiese 

28 Elise Ratcliff 

 Kylia Emery 

29 Blake Hammann 

 Katie Jabahr 

 Joe Konneker 

30 Deana Rogers 

 Sally Rauzi 

31 Quinn Steiner 

 Ian Davis 

 Joe Miller 

                                                                                                      

                 

 
 

 
 

1        Robert & Crystal Wiese 
10      James & Carol Kaburick                                                                

 

 

 
 

 

 Please make sure the office has your current mail 

and email address. If you have switched from a landline 

to cell phone, please let us know that as well. If you are 

unsure if we have your correct contact information,  send 

a quick email the office at stpaulucc@nwcable.net, or call 

us with new your new information. Thank you. 
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Church Staff 

Rev. Katrina Palan – Intentional Interim Minister 
Linda Leefers, Church Secretary 

Kathy Witt, Treasurer 
Brian Mitchell, Financial Secretary 

Elner Ivers, Organist 
Debbie Costello, Choir Director 

Norma Mitchell, Custodian 
 

Church Council Officers 
Katie Thomas- Vice President 
Lari Vanderpoel - Secretary 

Office Hours: 8am –1pm Monday through Thursday 
Email: Pastor Katrina: stpaulpastorucc@gmail.com  

 Church Office: stpaulucc@nwcable.net 

Transition Team: ttstpaulucc@gmail.com 

Finance Committee: finance.stpaulucc@gmail.com 

Council President: spucccp@gmail.com 

Council Secretary: spucccs@gmail.com 

Online giving: https://stpaulucccarlinville.360unite.com/home 
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