
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 
Well, today was the first day of “back to masks” in 

public places again. I so wanted to believe that we had 

gotten past all of this and were on the other side of COVID-

19. Now, I do not know what to think.  We have several 

people in the congregation who are getting the “delta 

variant”. These people are vaccinated. It just shows us life is 

uncertain. So many times, we like to fool ourselves into 

thinking that we can “control” our lives, nothing can be 

further from the truth. Even though we are, as the psalmist 

writes in 8: 4-8, “what is mankind that you are mindful of 

them, human beings that you care for them? You have made 

them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with 

glory and honor. You made them rulers over the works of 

your hands; you put everything under their feet: all flocks 

and herds,    and the animals of the wild, the birds in the 

sky,  and the fish in the sea, all that swim the paths of the 

seas. We still believe that we can control everything around 

us.   
The intent of Psalms 8 is to remind the listeners that 

God is the one who controls everything. We cannot even 

control our breathing, or some of us our wayward tongue. 

Perhaps we are going about life looking at the wrong 

perspective. I wonder what would happen if we were to 

acknowledge that God is the one who has everything under 

control. However, the God of all creation is the one who 

desires a relationship with us. God is not pushy or 

obnoxious, but is willing to get our attention with nature.  

God is the one who created the mountains, the animals, the 

skies painted with beautiful colors- both morning and night. 

God is the one who put the fuchsia into the azaleas, the 

oranges into the butterfly milkweed, the yellow in the daisy 

and daylilies, the purple in the asters and the rose of sharon 

bushes. God is the one who causes the trees to burst into 

amazing reds, oranges, purples, and yellows as fall season 

begins. I believe that God does this for us, to please and awe 

us. When we recognize that there is a creator, we can say, 

“Thank you, for caring for us.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sometimes, when life does not go exactly as we wish or 

demand, we blame God for what happens to us. We want, 

what Sallie McFague calls in her book, “The Body of God”, 

a cosmic bellhop. Someone we can ignore until we want 

something, then we ring the bell demanding that God attend 

to us. That is not the plan that God has for us.  God wants to 

know us intimately. We need a lifetime to build the 

relationship with the creator who made us.  It is when we 

have this relationship of a God who created and loves us 

that we can relax, knowing that God has our best interests in 

mind. Matthew 6:25-34 reminds us that God takes care of 

the sparrows and the lilies of the field, so how much more 

will God take care of the humans that are made in God’s 

own image? Verse 33 reminds us that we must seek first 

God’s kingdom so that God’s righteousness can be given to 

us as well. It is my prayer that you will seek God’s 

kingdom, that you will thirst after God as a deer pants for 

water. 

 
Shalom, 

Pastor Katrina 
 

 

 

September 19, Worship at 10am, 

followed by a potluck will be held at 

Beaver Dam. Chicken and drinks will 

be provided. Please bring a dish to 

share, your eating utensils, a lawn 

chair, and enjoy a day of fellowship. 

There will be yard games, bingo 

(with prizes)  and more!  

       There will be special games for the 

       kids!  
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 Sunday School will start on September 

12th.  It will be held prior to the church service 

from 9-9:45am.  Our Kickoff Party will be 

September 12th.   

 The Nursery will open back up on 

September 12th.  We are still looking for 

volunteers for the nursery.  Please contact the 

church office or Heather Haley @ (217) 556-

9375. 

 If anyone would like reminders for church 

activities and events, please join our new 

“GroupMe” group by downloading the app or 

going to “GroupMe” on your computer with 

this link:  

https://groupme.com/join_group/69324596/b1Ombxiy.

  

 We will not have Sunday School on 

September 19th.  The Christian Ed Committee 

will have games and ice cream for children 

after the church service and picnic at Beaver 

Dam.  
 

 

 
 
Have you always wanted to learn how to knit or 

crochet? We are starting a monthly knit, crochet, pray 

group. The first meeting will be Saturday, September 

25th at 10am. Bring either a size G crochet or size 10 

knitting needles, yarn is provided. You will start by 

making 10” squares for the veterans quilt project. This 

is a great opportunity to learn a new craft and do a 

mission at the same time. We will meet in the 

Fellowship Hall. Masks are required. 

  

 
 

 

The Junior Youth will be meeting on Wednesday, 

September 1st at 6:00 p.m. at the church for the 
meeting of the new year.  We welcome all kids 
Pre-k - 5th grade to come join us.   
  

The Sr Youth will meet on Wednesday, September 

15th at 4:45 pm for our 2021-2022 kickoff meeting. 

 We look forward to seeing everybody and welcoming 

new faces to our group! If you are a Youth entering 

grades 6-12, we would love to have you! 

See you all in September! 

Donna, Amy, and Joan 
 

 

 

 
 

 Reilly Grace Sanson was born at 5:29 a.m. on 

Saturday, August 14, 2021, in St. Louis, Missouri.  She 

weighed 8 lbs. and was 19.75” long. 

 Her parents are A.J. and Abby Sanson.  Her 

paternal grandparents are Jack and Gail Sanson. 

 Paternal great-grandparents are Marge Leefers 

and the late Jim Leefers and the late Shorty and Lydia 

Sanson. 
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Current Concerns 

Health Issues: Marlene Schoonmacher, Kris Lohnes, 

Brad Lohnes,  Quincy Lohnes-Kanllakan, Andrew 

Bentley, Elsa Weimerslage- leukemia returned, Fred 

Emery-cancer, Kathy Witt’s cousin, George Wills, and 

Lynda Power. 

 

Teachers & Students returning to School, the 

Transition Team as they work on clarifying the 

identity, vision, and mission of St. Paul’s Church. 

 

Shut-ins 

Jean Beal, Margaret Bloome, Kathleen Gillespie, 

Norma Hammann, Jean Klaus, Alice McGeachy 

Andrew Schroeder, Gerda Strope, Mary Jo Oye 

 
Wider Church Leadership 

Rev. Shana Johnson- Illinois South  

Conference Minister 

 

Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer – General Minister 

and President of the United Church of Christ 
 

 

 

  

 

We have had a very BUSY at the pantry since the 

children have gone back to school. We served around 

50 families in one  week and about 40% of them were 

new clients.  We were happy to have the food in the 

pantry to help them.  We will have a truck delivery 

soon, but we are praying that we have enough food to 

make it until then. Fibber McGee's pantry is pretty low 

right now. We could use cake mixes, brownie mixes, 

canned pasta, and soups, However; anything you feel 

that God nudges you to donate to us is GREATLY 

appreciated, we need everything!  Thanks and God 

Bless.  Darlene Barkley 

   

Mission and Outreach /Thank You notes 

The Mission and Outreach committee would like to 

thank the committee and congregation members who 

helped during the July “Lunch Bunch” days.  During 

our week’s assignment, between 85 and 95 meals were 

assembled and given out each day.  The program 

provides a free lunch/meal to those in need.  The meal 

pickup was held at the Macoupin County Housing 

Recreation Hall in Carlinville. 

Also, a “big” thanks to the congregation for their 

support in the local “Back to School” event (8-3-21).  

The Carlinville School District had asked for school 

supply donations (especially for backpacks and 1” 

binders).  St Paul’s donation included 38 backpacks, 

28 binders and 3 bags of miscellaneous school 

supplies.  Also, our senior youth group purchased a 

“total supply” list for one student in each grade, K-8.  

This was a nice job/action by the senior youth.  The 

school district was very grateful for all our support.   

 

 

The September Mission  are the School Nurse & Milk 

Fund. These two funds provide supplies, clothes, and 

milk for children in the Carlinville School District who 

might not otherwise have them. Donations to these 

funds are needed throughout the year and are greatly 

appreciated by the school nurses and the children that 

benefit from your donations. Donations may be made 

payable to St. Paul UCC; designate School Nurse or 

Milk fund on your checks. Thank you for your 

generous donations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Vaccine Clinic: There will be a Covid-19 vaccine 

clinic held Monday, September 13. from 3-6pm in 

Fellowship Hall. This is open to anyone ages 12 and 

up and is the Pfizer vaccine. The clinic for the 2nd 

Vaccine will be Monday, October 4th. Please call the 

church office at 854-4046 and we will help you 

schedule your appointment. Walk-ins are welcome, 

however scheduling your appointment ahead of time 

will speed up the process. This is the link to register 

online:  
https://idph-
mychart.pchosted.com/IDPH/signupandschedule/embedded
schedule?vt=24629&dept=9001410010952 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Finance committee will be working on compiling 

the 2022 budget in late September. Committees, please 

meet and discuss budget items for 2022 and submit 

your proposed budget to the Finance committee no 

later than Sept. 19, 2021. 

 

 

Financial Update. July 31, 2021 

Income: 

Offering   9,064.42 

Endowment Interest         0.00 

Farm           0.00 

Parsonage      700.00 

Mission Giving     875.00 

Total Income          $10,639.42 

 

Expenses: 

Salaries            7,528.58  

Programs                                   1,332.72  

Building & Grounds                  119.50 

Administrative                        1,378.09 

Mission                                      931.59 

Total Expenses                  $10,050.48 

            +558.94 

 

We still owe $774.72 of the total (14,886.72) for the 

Fellowship Hall South air conditioner that was 

installed last summer. 

                                                                                       
                                      

 

 

 

 

CHOIR RESUMES 
 

If you enjoy music and singing, please join us 

in the choir!  We will be starting fall 

rehearsals on 

Wednesday, September 1, from 7:00-8:00 

p.m.  A variety of music is planned to 

coincide with the church calendar and church 

holidays.  Please join us – we would love to 

have you! 

 

 

 

 

 

Deb & Elner 

 



 
 
 

Council Highlights 

 

Council met Wednesday, August 18, 2021. It was noted 

in the committee reports that the Fellowship hall north air 

conditioner quit.  The building and maintenance committee 

is in the process of getting bids for a new one. Because it 

will cost about the same as the one we just had installed in 

2020, the congregation will have to approve once the bid is 

chosen by the council.   

The Reverend Shana Johnson, Conference Minister was 

in attendance to review the transition process, and 

encourage the congregation to continue to finish the 

process.  She encourages the church to “take a breath and 

trust that God’s hand is still in this”. Discussion ensued 

about the vote on July 26, 2021 semi annual congregational 

meeting.  A motion was made, accepted, and carried to 

accept the congregational vote and to move ahead.  

Kris Lohnes, nominating chairperson handed out the 

nominations for the money counters - which was part of the 

financial policy adopted by the council and congregation.  

The following names were approved by the council to 

become the counters: Each one of the finance committee; 

Brad Lohnes, Blake Hammann, Roger Goodman, Bill 

Klaus, and Larry Kaburick. Also from the congregation: 

Charlotte Lingo, Angie LeVora, Margie Kahl, Stephanie 

Pool, and substitute Leanne Gahr. A training will be held 

soon to get the congregational members started helping. 

The last order of business is that Pastor Katrina gave an 

update on the employee review process.  The reviews need 

to be back to the finance committee by September 20, so 

that if there are any budget changes, it can be put into the 

budget. 

 

Update for names for Search Committee 

 

Conference Minister, Rev. Shana Johnson attended the 

August council meeting.  She led the discussion on the 

extension of Pastor’s contract, and gave an update of the 

state of UCC pastors in Search and Call. She told the 

council in the entire state of Illinois, in July, there were only 

six pastors interested in coming to any Illinois congregation. 

She explained, again the importance of the work of the 

Transition Team and the Intentional Interim Process, which 

this congregation has never experienced before. Rev. 

Johnson told the council that they were not ready for names 

for a search team and that they needed to finish the 

Intentional Interim process before she would come, train 

the search team, or begin any process of calling a new 

pastor.  It was agreed by the council and Rev. Johnson, that 

the Transition Team would let the council know when it was 

time to start finding a Search Committee. So, St. Paul’s 

church will not be looking for names for the search 

committee at this time. When the Intentional Interim 

process is coming to a finish, the council and congregation 

will be notified, names will be submitted to the nomination 

committee and the search team formed. At the appropriate 

time, Rev. Johnson will then train the search committee and 

the search will begin.   

                 

 

Transition Team Report 

 

Working to finish the second Focus Point -  Mission, 

the Transition Team finished with the ministry plan that 

goes with the Vision Statement. The congregation approved 

the following. “A unified congregation that intentionally 

embraces transparent communication and encourages the 

use of our gifts and talents to create missions to serve God 

and each other, fulfilling the current and future needs of our 

church and wider community.”  The team then pulled six 

action elements from the statement.  

1.       How do we become a unified congregation? 

2.       How do we achieve transparent communication? 

3.       How do we encourage use of our gifts and talents? 

4.       How do we create missions to serve God and each     

other? 

5.       How do we fulfill the needs of our church, 

currently and in the future? 

6.       How do we serve our wider community, currently and 

in the future?  

The team then expanded on these questions.  They 

took a report to the August council meeting for the council 

to approve two new committees. A “Worthy Works 

Committee” which would be an action mission to work in 

the congregation and community.  The second committee 

would be a “Member Support committee which would be 

related to needs of current members, and welcoming new 

members. The rest of the ministry plan deals with 

transparent communication, use of gifts and talents, mission 

to serve God and others, fulfill the needs of our church, 

current and future and to fulfill the needs of our wider 

community, current and future. The council tabled this plan, 

due to the lateness of the hour. Hopefully, this will be 

passed in the September 8, 2021 council meeting.  

The transition team is just starting the third of five 

Focus Points: Leadership.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
1 Nikki Schuette 
 Ruth Spohr 
 3 Beth Groves 
 5 Austin Barnard 
 Robert Klaus 
 Laurel Walden 
 Payton Harding 
 Jaxson Siegel 
 6 Amy Ratcliff 
 Rich McClain 
7 Madison Cervi 
8 Marge Leefers 
 Elly Haley 
10 Pastor Katrina 
11 Jim Johnson 
 Dan Berry 
 Silas Johnson 
12 Todd Koller 
13 Marcia Rhodes 
 Pat Kaburick 
14 Todd Armour 
 Kyle Dixon 
 Allison Dixon 
15 Rosalind Bloome 
 Alex Chapman 
16 Sue VanNattan 
17 Kassandra Emery 
 Carl Emery 
 Crystal Wiese 
18 Chris Hammann 
 Kevin Lapp 
19 Jason Rogers 
22 JuDee Griffel 
 Katie Bennett 
 Vickey Swires 
23 Jessica Griffel 
24 Anna Rogers  
 
 

 
26 Jennifer Mosby 

Paula Lapp 
 Grace Eley 
 Dan Sanson 
 Phil Williams 
 Sherry Knudson 
27 Dean Tetzlaff 
 Hetra Ballowe 
28 Carol Kaburick 
 Virginia Griffith 
 Lenyn Wise  
29 Gretchen Killam 
 Susan Lapp 
 Gail Sanson 
 Becky Williams 
30 Marla Pocklington 
 Heather Michaelis 
 Sara Wiese 
 Kale Barkley 
 
  

 
 

 
3 Joe & Amanda Kaburick 
 Mike & Janie Lackman 
4          Charles & Kathy Siegel 
6 Jim & Lari Vanderpoel 
 Andrew & Hannah Webb 
10 Eric & Angela Pauline 
11        Carl & Donna Kasten 
16 Marty & Pam Kessinger 
19 Steve & Jennifer Mosby 
22 Von & Linda Leefers 
24  Chris & Katie Thomas 
26         Rob & Becky Brockmeier 
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Church Staff 

Rev. Katrina Palan – Intentional Interim Minister 
Linda Leefers, Church Secretary 

Kathy Witt, Treasurer 
Brian Mitchell, Financial Secretary 

Elner Ivers, Organist 
Debbie Costello, Choir Director 

Norma Mitchell, Custodian 
 

Church Council Officers 
Jerry Eiffert – President 

Katie Thomas- Vice President 
Lari Vanderpoel - Secretary 

Office Hours: 8:30 am. –12:30 pm. Monday through Thursday 
Email: Pastor Katrina: stpaulpastorucc@gmail.com  

 Church Office: stpaulucc@nwcable.net 

Transition Team: ttstpaulucc@gmail.com 

Finance Committee: finance.stpaulucc@gmail.com 

Council President: spucccp@gmail.com 

Council Secretary: spucccs@gmail.com 

Online giving: https://stpaulucccarlinville.360unite.com/home 
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