
       

       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

As we all know, most of us living at one time 

or another with other family members, that the ones 

we love the most are usually in a position to hurt us 

or be hurt by us. Living with someone means that 

we become more open and honest with them, but 

also that we are vulnerable because of that 

closeness. The same thing happens within the 

church. Because people in churches spend time 

together, they can be vulnerable, be hurt and hurt 

one another.  

As the transition team listened to church 

members share about their hopes, concerns, past 

conflicts and difficulties, and movement toward 

future wholeness, it became apparent that there has 

been, over the last couple of decades, situations that 

have caused division in the congregation.  These 

things have not ever really been resolved, but 

people have pushed their pain and resentment to an 

inside place that has continued to color and interpret 

their ongoing picture of the congregation. People 

have been hurt and have hurt one another. Sides 

have been chosen and taken. Long grudges have 

been held. This time of transition is the time to 

work through these kinds of issues. Bringing the 

church to place of healing and forgiveness is a goal 

of the transition team that was brought to the 

council meeting and accepted as a move forward.  

Hopefully, you will see this through the work 

of the council, the congregational meeting October 

3, and in a series of sermons I have been asked to 

preach October 31 – November 21.  This is a series 

of healing, forgiveness and will end with a worship 

service of healing. This all comes from the work 

you, as the congregation did during the listening 

conferences last winter. Learning together to work  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

together, healthy ways to manage conflict, listening 

to others, forgiveness and letting go of grudges are 

all important lessons for us to learn. The church 

needs to move in a new direction to allow us to be 

who God is calling us to be.  

Paul, in the book of Ephesians (4: 2-6) writes, 

“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, 

bearing with one another in love.  Make every effort 

to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 

peace.  There is one body and one Spirit, just as you 

were called to one hope when you were called;  one 

Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father 

of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” 

This should be the way we are in our faith 

community.  I have to believe that this is an 

obtainable goal. To reach this place means that we 

need to give an honest look at ourselves as a person 

and as a church. The work of forgiveness, healing 

and unity is a work that will take time, intention, 

and effort on the parts of everyone in the 

congregation.  I believe that St. Paul’s is up to the 

task, “with God’s help”. I would encourage each of 

you to take the time to read the book of Ephesians 

as a beginning of this work of healing and 

forgiveness. Read it as though the Apostle, Paul was 

talking directly to you.  In a way he was.  He wrote 

this book for the Christian community at Ephesus, 

who was struggling with the concept of how to be 

church together.  We are struggling with how to be 

a healthy, whole, faithful church. We can use the 

world of wisdom from Paul to help our beginning in 

a new direction. We can do this, together.  

Shalom, 

Pastor Katrina
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Transition Team Update October 2021 

The Transition Team continues to meet on a 

weekly basis. They have finished the first and 

second phases (Heritage and Mission). The 

congregation voted to adopt the Core Values, 

Mission Statement and Vision Statement, which 

was also approved by the Church Council. The 

Transition Team recommended to the Church 

Council that two new committees needed to be 

formed to help implement action elements from 

our Vision Statement. The Worthy Works 

Committee, which will work under the same 

umbrella as Mission and Outreach. The second, 

Member Support Committee will be a stand-

alone committee. The Church Council also 

voted to accept the formation of these two new 

committees.  

The Transition Team is currently working on 

the third phase, (Leadership) which will 

include updating and recommending changes to 

the following: 

• Constitution and By Laws 

• Personnel Manual/Employee Review 

Process 

• Child Protection Policy 

• Employee Job Descriptions 

• Committee Descriptions and 

Expectations 

• Leadership Training for each Committee 

 

Each Transition Team member will be assigned to 

one of the categories listed above. They will reach 

out to at least two congregational members to 

participate in this process. The Transition Team 

would like to reassure the members that they can 

continue to reach out during this process with 

current or future concerns and be  directed to the 

correct committee or committees for clarification. 

Rich McClain, Wanda Hammann, 

Leland Smith, Joan Hammann, Eric 

Ratcliff and Heather Lohnes-Kanllakan 

 

 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE NOTES 

World Communion Day is October 3, 2021. We 

will celebrate the day by highlighting four countries 

in the world who share in this day with us.  Sweden, 

Australia, Thailand and Greece are this year’s 

countries.  We will see artifacts from each country 

and have communion bread from each.  I hope you 

will join us in celebrating World Communion Day.  

As you saw on Sunday, September 26, the choir is 

back in worship.  Deb and the choir have decided 

that they will sing specials on only two Sundays a 

month, so Deb can be free to retire and still direct 

the choir. If you want to provide special music, 

please let Deb know.  

Pastor Katrina will be going to a continuing 

education workshop in Arkansas, then on vacation. 

This means that Ben McCloughan, a commissioned 

minister, from First Christian in Virden will be 

preaching on October 17th. Ben is studying at the 

Regional School for Ministry at Phillips 

Theological Seminary in Tulsa.  

October 31-Nov 21, Pastor Katrina will be 

preaching on the themes of healing and forgiveness. 

On November 21, we will have a service of 

Healing to help the congregation move forward in 

an effort to recognize and mend a long history of 

division, grudge-holding, and conflict. Please be in 

prayer for the church and the movement of the spirit 

of God during this four-week period.  

 
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

On Sunday October 6 we will have Stewardship 

Meeting to stuff envelopes to prepare our mailing 

for the Stewardship Campaign. The mailing will go 

out shortly thereafter. 

 

On October 24 Sunday will have Stewardship 

Sunday and collect the commitment cards. Sermon 

will be on Stewardship and the cards will be tallied 

to give finance committee the final step in their 

writing of the budget. 

 

Jerry Eiffert 

Stewardship Chairperson 



 
 

The Jr. Youth met on Wednesday September 1st 

for some fall activities. We will be meeting in 

October for a hayride at Larry & Pat Kaburick's but 

the date has not been determined yet. 

Gretchen 

 

Sr Youth met in September to kick off their year 

and plan events for the 21-22 year! Our next 

meeting will be October 13th at 5:00 pm, and is 

our annual Pumpkin carving and Weiner roast, held 

at Don and Donna Sanson’s. All youth grades 6-12 

are welcome to join us, we would love to have you! 

Donna, Amy, and Joan 

 

 
FALL FESTIVAL 

 

Sunday, October 3rd from 11am to 5pm! 

Over 40 craft and artisan vendors, fresh barbecue 

and sides. 

 

FALL RETREATS 

 

Mother / Daughter (Friday October 15 to Sunday 

October 17) 

Activities include archery, canoeing, crafts, a 

hayride, campfire, hiking, and horseback riding. 

activities are recommended for ages 5 and up. 

 

Wrangle & Ride (Friday October 22 to Sunday 

October 24) 

From Friday night to Sunday afternoon, we have a 

specially designed weekend for children 12 and 

older for grooming, tacking, and of course, riding! 

Also, horse-related crafts and games for added fun! 

 

 

 
Current Concerns 

Health Issues: Rodney Barnard (Melinda Barnard’s 

father-in-law), Jean Klaus, Mary Archer (friend of 

Brad & Kris Lohnes), Elsa Weimerslage, Fred 

Emery, George Wills, Lynda Power. 

 

The Transition Team as they work on clarifying the 

identity, vision, and mission of St. Paul’s Church. 

 

The Church Council and other leaders in the 

congregation. 

Shut-ins 

Jean Beal, Margaret Bloome, Kathleen Gillespie, 

Norma Hammann, Jean Klaus, Alice McGeachy 

Andrew Schroeder, Gerda Strope, Mary Jo Oye 

 
Wider Church Leadership 

Rev. Shana Johnson- Illinois South  

Conference Minister 

 

Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer – General Minister 

and President of the United Church of Christ 

 

 

 

 
 

October is Clergy Appreciation Month 

 

Clergy Appreciation Month began in 1992 to 

encourage congregations to show their appreciation, 

love, and support for their pastors. This affirmation 

can provide new life and energy for a pastor who 

may be dealing with burnout, disillusionment, 

frustration, isolation, or stress. Because pastors are 

often "on call" around the clock, special recognition 

for the work they do is more than called for. During 

October, it is a time to honor clergy for their faithful 

guidance. Take the time to let Pastor Katrina know 

that you appreciate her. Take the time to give God 

thanks for her gifts and ministries. 



 
 
NEIGHBORS IN NEED (NIN) is a special mission 

offering of the United Church of Christ that supports 

ministries of justice and compassion throughout the 

United States. One third of NIN funds support the 

Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). This is 

support to roughly twenty American Indian 

congregations located in the upper Midwest region of the 

United States. The remaining two thirds of the NIN 

funds are used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness 

Ministries (JWM) program to support a variety of justice 

initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects 

through grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to 

UCC churches and organizations doing justice work in 

their communities. These grants fund projects whose 

work ranges from direct service to community 

organizing and advocacy projects to address systemic 

injustice. In 2021, the Neighbors in Need offering is 

focused on supporting organizations and projects that are 

serving homeless and immigrant neighbors.  

If donating, please make out the check to St Paul UCC 

and note Neighbors in Need in the memo section. If 

making a cash donation, please list Neighbors in Need 

on the envelope cover. Thank you for your generosity.  

 

 

 

 

 

MILITARY SUPPORT MISSION 

 

One of our missions this month is our military men 

and women serving around the world. Since 2006 

the Macoupin Military Support Group has been 

sending care packages to our Military. We have 

participated in this mission by donation of items or 

monetary donation.  

As of April 2021, due to unforeseen circumstances 

the Macoupin Military Support Group was 

disbanded. 

The Elks Lodge #1412 in Carlinville has taken over 

this mission to continue to support our 

Macoupin Military. They will be sending care 

packages to the Military now serving, along with 

supporting our Veterans in the local nursing with 

care packages.  

There is a list of items on the bulletin board in 

the hallway that can be donated, monetary 

donation are also appreciated.  

Examples of items to donate are  applesauce cups, 

chips in cans, mac & cheese cups, microwave 

popcorn, trail mix, Vienna sausages, 

batteries/AA,AAA,C, Chapstick, cough drops, 

mouth wash, decks of playing cards etc. Please 

check the bulletin board by the office for a more 

complete listing of items. 

You can drop your donations in the offering plate, 

mail your donation payable to St Paul’s UCC at 202 

E. Main St, or go online to  Your monetary 

contribution or donation of items are appreciated. 

You can register a Military person to receive care 

packages by calling Melody Jarmey @ 217-851-

7309 or emailing @ melodyjarmey20@gmail.com 

 

 

Council Notes: 

These were the decisions made at the September 8 Council meeting: After convening an executive 

session, the regular session resumed with Wade Stultz making a motion where communication between 

church council and the pastor would be a primary goal, on both sides. Motion carried. It looks like we will 

need a new air conditioner for the N. fellowship hall.  We are currently taking bids and will bring this to 

the congregation for vote in January. The Transition team report that was tabled, due to time, at the last 

meeting was approved.  The transition team asked the council to form two new committees, a “Member 

Support” committee and a “Worthy Works” committee that will be under the umbrella of the Mission & 

Outreach committee.  The Worthy Works committee will be a “boots on the ground” component to the 

Mission & Outreach committee, which is currently mostly a fundraising committee.  The goal is to have 

intergenerational mission projects that the congregation can do together. The next council meeting will be 

October 6 at 7 pm. (early due to Pastor Katrina being at a continuing education workshop). 

 

mailto:melodyjarmey20@gmail.com


 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

1 Kris Lohnes 

2 Brandon Wise 

3 Andrew Schroeder 

4 Donna Eiffert 

6 Tom Barber 

 Ben Dixon 

7 Wanda Hammann 

8 Kristina Wise 

 Dick Spohr 

 Somer Hudson 

9  Jon Klaus 

10 Kathy Siegel 

11 Dan St. Onge 

12 Dave Hildebrand 

 Driston Mitchell 

13 Ryne Ashby 

15 Dave Steiner 

17 Bill Mack 

 Brandon Little 

 Case Roberts 

18 Andy Chapman 

20 Doris Gahr 

Lanna Vanderpoel 

David Sanson 

Evan Levinsky 

Rachel Spangler 

21 Blake Hammann 

Bill Yudinsky 

Mary Slightom 

22 John Smalter 

23 Eli Ratcliff 

 Kristina Owens 

24 Zachary Gillespie 

 Corinne Steiner 

 Zachary Chapman 

 Jada Barkley 

28 Dean Holliday Sr. 

30 Linda Leefers (Mrs. Ed) 

 Matilda Mitchell 

31 Erin Emmons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

1      Richard & Ruth Spohr 

 Dustin & Kristina Wise 

 Jason & Dana Leefers 

9      Leland & Nancy Smith 

14 Shane & Heather Michaelis 

15 Ron & Allison Hallbauer 

17 Bryce & Rachel Hammann  

 

 

 

 
 

 

SENIOR FALL FEST 

 Senior citizens are invited to attend the Sr. 

Fall Fest in Virden. It is scheduled for Wednesday, 

October 13th from 10am-3pm at the KC Hall in 

Virden (1320 N Dye Street, Virden) 

 Come and get information on many topics 

for seniors, including Health, Financial, Insurance, 

Advanced planning and Information for Caregivers.  

 This is hosted by Elmer E. Vance American 

Legion Ladies’ Auxiliary. If you have questions, 

please feel free to contact Melonee Riffey at 217-

971-6055. 

 

 
 

Daylight Savings time ends on November 6. Please 

remember to set your clocks back one hour when you 

go to bed on Saturday, November 6th.  
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Church Staff 

Rev. Katrina Palan – Intentional Interim Minister 
Linda Leefers, Church Secretary 

Kathy Witt, Treasurer 
Brian Mitchell, Financial Secretary 

Elner Ivers, Organist 
Debbie Costello, Choir Director 

Norma Mitchell, Custodian 
 

Church Council Officers 
Jerry Eiffert – President 

Katie Thomas- Vice President 
Lari Vanderpoel - Secretary 

Office Hours: 8:30 am. –12:30 pm. Monday through Thursday 
Email: Pastor Katrina: stpaulpastorucc@gmail.com  

 Church Office: stpaulucc@nwcable.net 

Transition Team: ttstpaulucc@gmail.com 

Finance Committee: finance.stpaulucc@gmail.com 

Council President: spucccp@gmail.com 

Council Secretary: spucccs@gmail.com 

Online giving: https://stpaulucccarlinville.360unite.com/home 
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