
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

As some of you know, we have been having a difficult 

time with our radio broadcast. There has been no internet 

signal, or a scratchy sound that does not allow the service to 

come through the system correctly. It took us several weeks 

to get it figured out. I am sorry that some of you missed 

church for three weeks. The good news is that we did figure 

it out. Funny thing the system for the internet and the sound 

system is not simple but is intricate. One piece out of order 

messed up the entire system. We had several “experts” in to 

figure out what was wrong. I just kept thinking, what 

changed? It wasn’t until I remembered that we got a new 

copier, “thanks to the Jr. Youth group,” in the Sunday 

School room that is now hooked up to the network. On 

Sunday, Leland and I removed the network cable from the 

copier and put it back into the “network” box on the wall. 

What we found is that we now had signal back in the sound 

room. We thought that cable did not matter, but it turns out 

it was the one piece that was out of place. 

The church communication system can be like that one 

wire. Usually, communication should come into the office 

so that Linda can send the communication where it needs to 

be or to check the calendar to see if there is a conflict with 

another group. The problem is that this has not been 

happening very well. It seems that groups of people are 

making decisions and moving things around without 

contacting the office to see if there is a conflict with the 

schedule. What we have then are three groups of people all 

wanting to meet on the same place, date, and time. When 

they are groups that I am supposed to attend, I cannot 

because I can only be in one place at a time. I am not the 

only person who has been impacted by this. I know of 

several other people who have had the same conflicts, we 

are all in the same groups or committees. 

There are a couple of ways we can clear this issue up. 

First of all, if a group or committee wants to plan and event, 

the first thing to do is to check the church calendar. One can 

look at the newsletter calendar, call the church office from 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 8:30-12:30 Monday through Thursday to check with 

Linda,  or go on our website: 

http://stpaulucccarlinville.360unite.com/calendar to check 

this calendar. This would keep us all better informed about 

what is available. 

Another thing I have done in other churches is to have 

either an annual, semi-annual or quarterly planning 

meeting(s) where all committees meet to put their events on 

the calendar together. This means that we would all have to 

plan ahead. Most of the church does the same thing, year 

after year, so this should not be a big deal. It could have 

some really positive outcomes. Any time we can work 

cooperatively together is a big win for the congregation.  

Since we had our “Service of Healing” November 29, 

2021, we should be looking for ways that we can be 

together more to pull together so that we can become the 

congregation that God intended for us to be and called us to 

be. As we are entering the Advent season, perhaps some of 

our time of waiting the coming of Christ could be put into 

figuring out how we could become the congregation that 

Jesus was born and died to enable.  

Shalom, 

Pastor Katrina 
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ANGEL TREE GIFTS: All gifts need to be returned 

to the church no later than Sunday, December 6th. 

Please remember that all gifts need to be placed in a bag, 

unwrapped, with the tag attached. Please drop the gifts 

by the office during the hours of 8:30-12:30 Mon-Thurs.  

 
HAT & MITTEN TREE: We will be collecting hats 

and mittens and socks during the month of December. 

At this time, we are collecting hats and mittens & 

socks only; they will be donated to the Carlinville 

Schools. The tree is in the friendship room, and you 

may drop your items off Monday – Thursday 8:30-

12:30. Thank you for your donations! 

 
The Jr. & Sr. Youth would like to send a “BIG 

THANK YOU” to all who helped us get ready for the 

Cinnamon Roll sale. Especially Donna & Jerry Eiffert, 

Paula & John Lapp, Stephanie Pool, Ruth Spohr & 

Brock Lohnes. We really couldn’t have done this sale 

without your help! Also thank you to everyone who 

bought  rolls. You’re the best! 

 

The Church office will be closed from December 23-

January 3rd for the Christmas Holidays.  

 
You are invited to the Christmas Coffee December 

19th at 9am. Join us in coffee, cinnamon rolls and 

Fellowship! 

 

 Plan to attend the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

on Friday, December 24th at 7pm. 

 
Christmas Cradle is selling a variety of nuts to benefit 

the Christmas Cradle/Angel Tree program. Please see 

Nancy Smith if you wish to purchase nuts. 854-2435. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  November Kid’s Crusaders -7 children -students 

enjoyed themselves. 

  The  Children’s Christmas Program  is December 

19th during worship service. It will be the Story of 

Jesus’ Birth, 3 Senior Youth Group Helpers & Junior 

Youth Group.  

 The December Kids’ Crusader is December 19th 

from 11am to 1pm.  

 Sunday School Offering -December offering is the  

hat, gloves, & sock tree. 

 There is no Sunday School on December 19th and 

26th.  

 
 

 

 

The Sr Youth had a busy November! November was 

our annual cinnamon roll sales and as always it was a 

huge success! The Sr Youth would like to thank 

everyone who helped with this event in any way!!! We 

appreciate your support so much. Also, in November 

the youth group participated in a mission madness 

workshop. The workshop was hosted by “A Place of 

Grace” ministry and all items made go to local 

Riverbend area shelters and missions.  

 The next Sr Youth meeting will be on December 

15th, for our annual Christmas party. Everyone grades 

6-12 are welcome! 

Donna, Amy, and Joan 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Transition Team Update 

As part of the “Leadership” stage of the 
Transition process, the team is in the process of 
reviewing existing documents and developing 
new documents to clarify the expectations of 
leadership positions, as well as the  general 
operating and governance procedures of the 
church. 
To expedite the process, each team member has been 

assigned a topic, and has enlisted help from members 

of the congregation to review and make 

recommendations for updating or developing the 

following documents: 

Constitution and By-laws: Rich McClain, Blake 

Hammann, Carl Kasten, Gail Sanson, and Carla 

Brockmeier. The committee has had several meetings 

to review the existing document, and is in the process 

of suggesting modifications for updating it 

Job Descriptions: Wanda Hammann, Andy 

Harding, Mag Tetzlaff, and Mary Buffington. The 

committee has finished meeting and presented both a 

general, and a detailed list of duties for both paid staff 

and volunteer positions. After review by the Transition 

Team, final edits are being made to the document 

Personnel Manual:  Eric Ratcliff, Lari Vanderpool, 

Roger Goodman, and Carissa Hammann. The 

committee has been meeting to outline the church’s 

policies regarding staff. 

Committee Description: Heather Lohnes-Kanllakan,  

Wade Stults, Peggy Yudinsky, and Karen Leefers. 

The committee is reviewing the function of each 

church committee, and developing a list of duties that 

the committees perform, as well as recommending 

ideas for improved performance. 

Training:  Joan Hammann, Katie Goodman-

Thomas, and Brad Lohnes. The committee will begin 

its work after the committee job description document 

has been completed, to develop a program for training 

new and existing committee members in carrying out 

the role of their particular committee. 

Youth Protection: Leland Smith,  Kristina Wise, and 

Gretchen Killam; The committee is developing a new 

document to provide guidelines for working with 

youth, to ensure that our youth programs offer 

protection from abuse and follow proper health and 

safety procedures. 

When finalized by the committees, the documents are 

reviewed by the Transition Team, and suggestions for 

final edits are made. Documents will then be submitted 

to the Church Council for review, and final documents 

will be presented to the Congregation for review and 

approval. 

Questions and/or comments of the Transition process 

are always welcome. Please feel free to contact a 

Transition Team member: 

Rich McClain, chairman  217-556-2640 

Heather Lohnes-Kanllakan, vice-chairman   217-371-

1888 

Joan Hammann, secretary  217-825-9244 

Wanda Hammann  217-825-9290 

Eric Ratcliff  217-556-8806 

Leland Smith  217-971-4044 

 

 

 
 

The December mission is the Christmas Fund 

(formerly known as “Veterans of the Cross”). The 

Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired 

clergy and lay employees of the United Church of 

Christ for over 100 years. Donations to the Fund help 

provide emergency grants, supplementation of small 

annuities, supplementation of health care premiums 

and Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each 

December to our lower income retirees. The United 

Church of Christ congregations and members have 

blessed the Christmas Fund with their generosity for 

many years. This year, your care and compassion will 

be especially appreciated by those servants of the 

church who are facing a time of need.  

If donating, please make out the check to St Paul UCC 

and note Christmas Fund in the memo section. If 

making a cash donation, please list Christmas Fund on 

the envelope cover. Thank you for your generosity.  



 

Current Concerns 

David Hammann 

Betsy Hodapp 

Karen Hildebrand 

Jan Chorn, cousin of Rosie Bloome 

Austin Barnard-Melinda Barnard’s Husband 

Rodney Barnard- Melinda Barnard’s father-in-law 

Jean Klaus-health issues 

Elsa Weimerslage- leukemia returned 

Fred Emery-cancer, Kathy Witt’s cousin 

George Wills, health concerns 

Lynda Power-health issues 

Those who are struggling with health issues. 

Those who are struggling with mental health issues. 

We lift up all who are weary and oppressed, that they 

might find a world of peace and justice. 

Transition Team as they continue to work on helping 

the church heal in this time of transition. 

The Church Council and other leaders in the 

congregation. 

 

Shut-ins 

Jean Beal, Marilyn Best, Margaret Bloome, Kathleen 

Gillespie, Norma Hammann, Jean Klaus, Alice 

McGeachy,  Mary Jo Oye, Marlene Schoonmacher, 

Andrew Schroeder, Gerda Strope 

 

Wider Church Leadership 

Rev. Shana Johnson-ISC Conference Minister 

Rev. Dr. John C Dorhauer- General Minister & 

President of the United Church of Christ 

 

 

 

Special Called Congregational meeting. 

 The following was discussed and approved. Rich 

McClain explained progress of the Transition Team. 

The Transition Team is in the Leadership Focus Point 

working of review of all leadership documents. Jerry 

Eiffert acknowledged that due to COVID the interim 

process will take longer. The Council approves and 

supports the intentional interim process, they will 

support Pastor Katrina and the Transition Team’s work. 

 The church agreed to work together from this 

point forward. If a conflict arises, talk to the person-not 

about them to others. Communication is the key to 

understanding each other.  

October Council Minutes 

 Met October 6 at 7pm. The following resolutions 

were made: Council approved the Pastor’s requested 

$25,000 of salary package be set aside for housing.  

 Council met in executive session to discuss 

employees.  

******************************************* 

 

Jennifer & Matt May along with big brother Corey 

welcomed Ada Grace & Cameron Allen May to their 

family. They were born November 18, 2021 in St. 

Louis. Maternal grandparents are John & Paula Lapp. 

Congratulations! 



 

 
 
1 Stephanie Schroeder 

 Laura Hammann 

2 Joe Konneker 

4 Julie Wallis 

 Abby Ashby 

5 Devin Whitworth 

8 Dennis Hammann 

 Martin Kasten 

 Natalie Strope 

 Janie Lackman 

9 Tina Prose 

 Brittany Walden 

10 Darlene Barkley 

 Emily Arndt 

 Emily Dixon 

11 Aidan Groves 

 Don Pool 

 Jennifer May 

 Angela Goodwin 

 Emily Hammann 

12 Karen Eichen     

 Andy Harding 

 Delaney Sanson        

13 Elizabeth Dixon   

 Jesse Bernhardt 

14 Cloey Mack 

15 Margye Morse 

 Mike Dixon 

16 David Slightom Jr. 

 Robert Wiese 

 Emily Witt 

 Katelyn Barber 

18 Sandra Johnson 

19 Erin Sanson 

 Henry Walden 

21 Amy Wise 

22 Tracy Pocklington 

 Casey Gillespie 

24 Karen Hildebrand 

 Bill Klaus 

 Jim Gillespie III 

 Melissa Snider 

26 John Thoron 

29 Heather Lohnes-Kanllakan 

 Haley Stratton 

 Caroline Hammann  

30   Beverly Klaus 

 Patti Olive 

 Jacob Dixon 

31 Alexandria Dixon 

 

  
2   Dean & Gloria Wiese 

   Robert & Sherlyn Hammann 

3   Andy & Kate Harding 

12   Jim & Kathleen Gillespie 

   Rod & Becky Bernhardt 

22    Mitch & Mary Walden 

30   Kirby & Judy Bates 

31   Brian & Norma Mitchell 

 

 

    

 If you have changed your mailing or email 
address, please let the office know so we can 
update our records. 
 If have gone from a land like telephone 
number to a cell phone number only, please let us 
know that as well. Call or email your updates to 
the office. 854-4046 or stpaulucc@nwcable.net 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financial Update October 2021 

Income: 

Offering     11, 677.77 

Endowment Interest - 0 

Farm - 3500. 

Parsonage -0 

Mission Giving - 1018.72 

Misc. - 199.52 

Total 16,396.01 

Expenses: 

Salaries 7641.90 

Programs - 752.8 

Building & Grounds - 380.70 

Administrative - 1530.53 

Mission - 1463.43 

Total- 11,769.36 

           +4626.65 

*We still own (726.33 of the total (14,886.72) for the 

Fellowship Hall south air conditioner that was installed 

in Summer 2020. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Staff 

Rev. Katrina Palan – Intentional Interim Minister 
Linda Leefers, Church Secretary 

Kathy Witt, Treasurer 
Brian Mitchell, Financial Secretary 

Elner Ivers, Organist 
Debbie Costello, Choir Director 

Norma Mitchell, Custodian 
 

Church Council Officers 
Jerry Eiffert – President 

Katie Thomas- Vice President 
Lari Vanderpoel - Secretary 

Office Hours: 8:30 am. –12:30 pm. Monday through Thursday 
Email: Pastor Katrina: stpaulpastorucc@gmail.com  

 Church Office: stpaulucc@nwcable.net 

Transition Team: ttstpaulucc@gmail.com 

Finance Committee: finance.stpaulucc@gmail.com 

Council President: spucccp@gmail.com 

Council Secretary: spucccs@gmail.com 
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Online giving: https://stpaulucccarlinville.360unite.com/home 
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