
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sisters & Brothers in Christ, 
 
 Well, letting you know that I think spring has 
finally arrived, even though the weather keeps 
slipping back into cool. I decided this last time of cool 
weather that I am not turning on the heat again until 
well into the fall.  I will just add blankets to my bed 
and layers to my clothes.  Who would have thought 
we would have such a cool and wet May? Then in the 
blink of an eye, we are into June, about 20 days until 
the official summer. I am so ready for the sun to be out 
and to get outside. 
  I know that summer is the time when you and 
I go on vacations. I am praying for traveling safety for 
all of you. I know that summer is the time of traveling 
ball teams of all kinds.  I am praying for traveling 
safety and health for our children as they interact in 
the different sports.  I know that summer is the time 
for camping, being on the lake, in the pool, working in 
yards and gardens.  I am praying for fun, relaxation, 
and safety for all of those things too. I also know that 
summer is a time of lower attendance for worship. I 
hope that you will be able to tune in to the radio or 
catch us on Facebook when you have a chance.  While 
you are out recreating, God is still watching over us, 
wanting a relationship with us, and community still 
happens here at St. Paul’s United Church of Christ. 
       This summer there are a couple of “new” things 
happening.  We are going to have a monthly game 
night in June (18th), July (9th) and August (13th). This 
is an informal time where you bring your favorite 
game(s) and a snack to share. We will start at 6pm and 
go until 9pm.  The goal of this is to share in fellowship 
following a looong year+ of COVID-19. There are also 
tentative plans of a possible organ concert and ice 
cream social happening in July or August (stay tuned 
for more information). We miss you and want to 
fellowship with you. 
               The Transition team has finished their first 
process task, “heritage”.  After months of tracking 
down congregation members, inviting them to talk 
while the team listened, the team compiled a 

document showing the responses.  Rather than just 
pass out a document, the team created an expression of 
art that is being displayed in the narthex of the 
friendship room. Please come see what you and the 
other congregation members think about the church 
and the hopes for its future. There are also handouts 
that have the same words from the art on them so you 
can have a copy for further study if you want it. 
               The team has started to work on the next 
process task, “mission”.  They are working on forming 
a mission statement, vision statement and a ministry 
plan for the next three to five years.  Because of the 
intensive work the team did on heritage, they are not 
starting at ground level, but already have your insights 
to help them move through this task with more 
efficiency. 
               I have been doing interim ministry since 2007.  
Covid-19 has been a huge detriment to the intentional 
interim process and the team’s ability to get their work 
done. I want to applaud the transition team for their 
tenacity to work through the heritage process task with 
such a huge block in their road. You should be proud 
of the way the team is representing you and how they 
hold the work they are doing in this time of transition 
with such importance. I want to remind you that 
transition time is the time for the congregation to heal, 
work on unresolved issues and prepare for a new 
pastor. That means it is time for each congregation 
member to ponder what they are doing to further the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and to be used by God for the 
mission and ministry of the church. It is my prayer that 
this can be a time of transformation and healing for the 
congregation of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ.   
Shalom, 

Pastor Katrina 
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MONTHLY MISSSIONS 

 

 Your Mission & Outreach Committee has 
provided two missions for you to support during 
June – Strengthen the Church, both a national and 
regional conference ministry, and Church World 
Service, an international program. 
 
 First, Strengthen the Church.  Donated 
funds in 2020 were split 50/50 between the 
National workings of our denomination and our 
Illinois South Conference.  Grants were available 
for a variety of uses.  National funds were used 
mainly for technology help during the pandemic 
to allow churches to improve their ability to 
provide worship services and have meetings 
virtually and for churches to start a variety of 
other programs to help their congregations and 
their communities.    
 
 The Illinois South Conference used their 
portion of Strengthen the Church funds to expand 
their ability to provide workshops, seminars, 
trainings, and a variety of other opportunities for 
local congregations by improving their 
technology base.  These funds are also used for 
pastor’s retreats and other programs that benefit 
both the pastors and their congregations. 
 
 Giving to Strengthen the Church allows us 
to be recognized as aa “5 for 5” church in our 
Conference by supporting Our Church’s Wider 
Mission (OCWM), Strengthen the Church, 
Neighbors in Need, One Great Hour of Sharing, 
and the Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 Our second mission for June is Church 
World Service.  Their mission is simply stated – 
“build a world where there is enough for all.”  
And they are working toward this goal – seeing 
gardens flourish in barren lands to provide food 
for families and neighborhoods, immigrants 
finding new homes and opportunities after fleeing 
violence or climate change, homes standing 
through the worst disasters, bringing water 
sources to seemingly waterless areas, teaching 
people how to build greenhouses to grow their 
food more efficiently – then they teach others the 
same skills. 
 In addition to helping people around the 
world, Church World Service is also busy in the 
United States helping rebuild after floods, 
tornadoes, hurricanes, fires, and other disasters. 
 Our support would help purchase clean-up 
kits – cleaning supplies, disinfectant, etc. – items 
that are really needed by our neighbors after 
storms and disasters.  Or it would purchase 
hygiene kits – basic items like soap, washcloth, 
toothpaste, and toothbrush, etc., also items that are 
really needed if your home was blown apart or 
washed down the river.  It would provide grant 
funds for Rosemary who cares for her grandson in 
Haiti.  Rosemary used these funds to make more 
bread and garden produce to sell to support the 
two of them.  Our support would help Thao in 
Vietnam who uses grant funds to buy chickens, 
who lay eggs – some to eat, some to sell, some 
even for hatching!  She also shares her knowledge 
with other people in the village – so helping one 
family often helps multiple families! 
 Please share what you can to help folks in 
our denomination help others through Strengthen 
the Church.  And share what you can to help 
people in the United States and around the world 



become more self-sufficient and less hungry 
through Church World Service.  Thank you!! 

 

 
Anna Rogers graduated from Carlinville High School. 
She plans on attending St. Louis University in the Fall 
to obtain a degree in History. Her parents are Jason & 
Deana Rogers. Maternal grandmother is Elner Ivers, 
paternal grandmother is Becky Williams. 
 
Addi Yudinsky graduated from Carlinville High 
School. She is planning on going into nursing. Her 
parents are Mark & Julie Yudinsky; paternal 
grandparents are Bill & Peggy Yudinsky. 
 
Lonny Rosentreter, son of Rick & Amy Rosentreter 
and grandson of Marilyn Best graduated from 
Carlinville High School. He will attend Midwest 
Technical Institute in Springfield, Illinois in the Fall 
for Welding. 

 
Elise Ratcliff, daughter of Eric & Amy Ratcliff 
graduated from SIU Carbondale in May with a BS in 
Forestry and Minor in Art with honors. Elise has a job 
with Fish & Wildlife at the Waubay National Wildlife 
Refuge in S. Dakota. 
 
Maggie Ratcliff, daughter of Eric & Amy Ratcliff 
graduated in May from SIU Carbondale with a BS in 
Behavior Analysis & Therapy and a minor in Sign 
Language. She is planning on furthering her education 
and obtain her masters.  
 
 

 
 

 We will be dedicating the new organ during 
worship on Sunday, June 13th.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 Do you like working Jigsaw puzzles? Do 
you have more puzzles than you know what to do 
with? Do you wish you had a choice of new 
puzzles to work? If you answered yes to any of 
these questions, you are in luck!  
 We have started a puzzle lending library. 
Pastor Katrina’s friend Bob had a lot of puzzles 
and when he downsized, he donated them to St. 
Paul’s.  
 The puzzles are in the downstairs Sunday 
School room on a shelf. Have a look at the puzzles, 
take a puzzle home, work on it, and bring it back 
when you are done. Feel free to donate any 
puzzles you may have at home that you are no 
longer going to work. The only thing we ask in 
return is if a puzzle is missing a piece or two, 
please put a note on the box stating how many 
pieces are missing.  
 If you have any questions, please call the 
office at 854-4046. 
 

 
 Several people have been knitting and 
crocheting 10 x 10 squares that are donated to the 
VA in Springfield. There is a group of ladies that 
assembly all the donated squares into blankets 
that are then donated to homeless veterans.  
 Pastor Katrina’s friend Bob has downsized 
and donated LOTS and LOTS of yarn to St. Paul’s. 
Please come in and grab some yarn to make 
squares to donate. The yarn is in the downstairs 
Sunday School room on a shelf and in boxes. 
 There is a box in the room so you can drop 



off your completed squares. Call the church office 
at 854-4046 with any questions. 

 
  

 
 
 
  
 Sunday School is over for this school year.  
We will begin back up with a Sunday School 
Kickoff on September 12th, 2021 at 9am.  Sunday 
School will be every Sunday from 9am-9:45am for 
the 2021-2022 school year.   
 
 Two students will be attending the DuBois 

Center Summer Camp this July.  Payton Harding 
and Halle Kaburick will attend camp from July 
11th- 16th.  Christian Ed will be paying for half of 
their registration fee.   
 
 
The Jr. Youth Group will be taking a break for the 
summer. They will resume meeting in the Fall. 
 

 
 
 Vacation Bible School dates have been set! 
Sunday July 25-29, from 5:30-8:00pm. There will 
be a fun send off day planned on Friday, July 30th. 
Please register using the form in this newsletter or 
your weekly bulletins. You may also stop in the 
office for a registration form.   
 If you are interested in volunteering, or if 
you have questions, please contact Heather 
Haley, Chair of Christian Ed, or the church office. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Current Concerns 
Health Issues: George Wills, Lynda Power and                                     

Dale Kasten. 
Those who are struggling with health issues.  
Those who are struggling with mental health 

issues 
Safety for the farmers who are planting, trying to 

stay ahead of the rain.  
We lift up all who are weary and oppressed, that 

they might find a world of peace and justice.  
Transition Team as they work on clarifying the 

identity, vision, and mission of St. Paul’s church 
 
Shut-ins: Jean Beal, Margaret Bloome, Kathleen 
Gillespie, Norma Hammann, Jean Klaus, Andrew 
Schroeder, Gerda Strope, Alice McGeachy 
 
Wider Church Leadership 
Rev. Shana Johnson-ISC Conference Minister 
Rev. Dr. John Doerhauser GMP-UCC 

FAMILY GAME NIGHT RETURNS! 
 

 This summer we are bringing back 
Family Game Night. The first one will be 
Friday, June 18 from 6-9pm. Bring your favorite 
games, snacks to share and enjoy an evening of 
fun and fellowship. The church will provide 
iced tea and coffee. 
 Future game nights are July 9 and 
August 13; 6-9pm both nights. 
 Questions? Call the office at 854-4046 



 

 
 
1 Javonne Harbaugh 

 Aladin Helmy 

2 Devan Little 

 Patti Hudson 

 Leslie Tipps 

3 Jonathon Gillespie 

5 Kegan Witham 

Max Rogers 

7 Alexa Bradley 

 Paige Roberts 

10 Leanne Gahr 

11 Lari Vanderpoel 

 Matt Killam 

 Jason Allen 

12 Britton Mitchell 

 Piper Rives 

13 Tammie Hammann 

14 Adam Banister 

17 Ben Rogers 

18 Aaron Kaburick 

 Kelsey Morse 

 Angie Bacon 

19 Jerel Loveless 

 Luca Leefers 

20 Jordan Probst 

 Mike Lackman 

21 Larry Kaburick 

 Aly Hammann 

22 Jennifer Whitlock 

23 Ed Griffel  

 Marilyn Loveless 

 Jeff Klaus 

 Elijah Osborne 

24 Grayson Armour 

26 Jill Rulon 

 Sara Klaus 

 Tim Dixon 

27 Jeff Hammann 

 Bill Steele  

28 Bryce Hammann 

29 Susan Bennett 

30 Jeana Hammann 

 Hannah Webb 

 

  
 

4       Ernie & Debbie Costello 

         Bill & Mary Mack 

         Tyson & Haena Probst 

6       Louis & Jennifer Whitlock 

         Ken & Sue Bennett 

         Dave & Karen Hildebrand 

9       Jim & Sandy Johnson 

11     Rick & Becca Griffith 

12     Dan & Mary Kay Berry 

14     Tom & Kim Barber 

20     Grant & Madi Whittington 

24     Eric & Amy Ratcliff 

26     Glenn & Wanda Hammann 

         Clint & Marissa Mitchell 

27     Wendell & Geneva Armour 

         Robert & Teresa Klaus 

         Jason & Meghan Allen 

28     Matt & Gretchen Killam 

29     Roger & Fran Goodman 

         Matt & Nikki Schuette 

30     Jack & Gail Sanson 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Conner McClain and Alison Knowles were united in 

marriage Saturday May 29, 2021, at St. Paul’s United 

Church of Christ. Parents of the Groom are Rich and 

Tammy McClain; his grandparents are Dick McClain 

and Margie & Gon Kahl. The Brides parents are John & 

Corie Knowles; her grandparents are Carol & Roger 

Goodman and Karen Burnett. After their honeymoon, 

the couple will be making their home in St. Louis. 
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Church Staff 
Rev. Katrina Palan – Intentional Interim Minister 

Linda Leefers, Church Secretary 
Kathy Witt, Treasurer 

Brian Mitchell, Financial Secretary 
Elner Ivers, Organist 

Debbie Costello, Choir Director 
Norma Mitchell, Custodian 

 
 

Church Council Officers 
Jerry Eiffert - President 

Katie Thomas -  Vice President 
Lari Vanderpoel- Secretary 

 
Office Hours: 8:30am – 12:30pm Monday through Thursday 

Email: Pastor Katrina: stpauuccpastor@gmail.com 
Church Office: stpaulucc@nwcable.net 

Transition Team: ttstpaulucc@gmail.com 
Finance Committee: finance.stpaulucc@gmail.com 

Online giving: https://stpaulucccarlinville.360unite.com/home 

stpauuccpastor@gmail.com
stpaulucc@nwcable.net
ttstpaulucc@gmail.com
:%20finance.stpaulucc@gmail.com
https://stpaulucccarlinville.360unite.com/home

