
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

St. Paul’s Epistle                          March 2017 
 

 
Dear Members and Friends, 

      Each year the first Sunday in Lent tells the story of the 
temptation of Jesus.   We begin our 40 days of this church 

season remembering the fasting and struggle of Jesus at the 

beginning of his ministry.   Those 40 days might also call to 
mind the 40 days and nights or rain endured by Noah.   The 40 

years of wandering in the wilderness for Moses and the 

Israelites echo through this story as well.   All of these were 

times of trial, testing and growth. 
      Not many of us fast during Lent anymore.    While some 

folks have made a choice to eat vegetarian or other reasons, not 

many of us will give up meat to observe a season of the church 

year.  To be honest, I’m not sure anybody really pays much 
attention to any of the church year except for Christmas and 

Easter.   They were fun, celebratory and feasts are often 

involved.   Way more fun!!! 

     The great thing about Lent is I’m pretty sure it will not be 
commandeered by Hallmark or any other commercial 

enterprise.   Sacrifice, fasting and self – denial are not popular 

bandwagons to jump upon.   Deeds of mercy might make the 
back page of a newspaper or the end of an evening news report 

as a human interest story, but will rarely make the headlines.   

Yet these are the Lenten practices we are encouraged to 

undertake before the feast, before the celebration of the 
Resurrection. 

     The story of the temptation of Jesus sets the tone and 

agenda for Lent.   Fully human, Jesus faces what we all must 

face.   Walking in our shoes/sandals he shows us what 
faithfulness looks like.   The challenges of life and the reality of 

death were as much a part of his journey as they are part of 

ours.   Therein  lies our hope.   With Jesus by our side, we can 

face it all and triumph.    Guided by God’s Spirit, we enter the 
wilderness with Jesus and find promise, new life and the 

assurance of God’s love.     

     Come join us on the Lenten journey to claim this story as 
our own. 

 

Yours in peace, 

 Pastor Schlauderaff 

 



     

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  
From February 9, 2017 

A complete copy of the minutes is posted on the kiosk. 

 
Encourage Ministry Team – Discussed the Community Meal that St. Paul’s is 

hosting on March 12
th

.  March is the annual Food Shelf Drive.   

 

Give Ministry Team – John Hesford gave a give appeal results report. Pledges 

are up, number of households doing automatic giving are also up. 

 

Invite Ministry Team – Revisiting congregational contact program.  

Anniversary celebration will be held on April 23
rd

.  Graduation celebration will 

be held on May 21
st
. 

 
Serve Ministry Team – Dates were set to start painting in the Fellowship Hall.  

Tentative dates for laying the new carpet will be March 27 – 31. 

 
Study Ministry Team – First Communion Sunday will be March 1

st
. VBS will 

be held with United and First Lutheran again this year.  St. Paul’s will be 

hosting Church Women United  on March 3.  

 
Youth Ministry Team  - Gerten’s fundraiser will be March 1 – 31

st
, with 

plants to be delivered on May 8
th

.  Grocery bagging at Econo went well.  Stock 

sale has started and is going very well. 

 
Worship Ministry Team – Easter service times will be:  5:00 p.m. on 

Saturday, 6:30 a.m. Pharm service and 9:30 a.m. service on Easter morning. 

No seder meal planned for this year. 

 
Unfinished Business – Reviewed and accepted the minutes from the Annual 

Meeting, which was held on Jan. 29, 2017. Lead update was given by Pastor 

Kristen. Call Committee update given by Pastor Kristen.  Opportunity for 

members to meet candidate will be Feb. 26
th

 from 4:30 – 6:00 p.m. 
 

New Business – Synod Conference meeting will be held on Feb. 26h. 

 

Pastors Report – January was a busy month, with there being 6 funerals. 

Pastor is participating in the Green Dot Program.  Pastor will be gone on 

vacation Feb. 16 – 23. 

 

Next Meetings: Ministry Teams & Council - Thurs, March 9, 2017 

Teams ~ 6:30 p.m., Council ~ 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

Enjoy making soup?? 
We are looking for a few volunteers to 

help make soup on Tuesday, March 21
st
, 

at 4:00 p.m. for the Lenten Supper that we 

are hosting on March 22
nd

.  If you are 

available and willing to help, please let the church office 

know at 651/388-7106.  Thank you!!!   
 

 

 
     

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

LEADERSHIP TEAM:   
 

DAN JOHNSON, PRESIDENT; SHARON DUDEN, PRESIDENT-ELECT, 

ELLIE TIEDEMANN, VICE PRESIDENT 

KAREN BARRY, SECRETARY; BURT WILL, TREASURER 
STAFF:   Senior Pastor – Kristen Schlauderaff 

[pastorkristen@stpaulsredwing.org] 

Visitation Pastors – Jack Nordgaard & Lynne Rigg 

 Interim Youth Director – Sheryl Bousu 

Organist – Lynne Petersen  

Director of Choirs – Jeanne Follstad 

Director of Children’s Education – Judi Mickelson 

Secretaries – Linda Kuyath (Mon. – Wed.  8-4 pm;) 

                   &   Sue Ottman  (Thurs. & Friday  8 - 4 pm) 

                   Wedding Coordinator – Betsy Ulvenes  

Custodian – Randy Mickelson 

 
Office Hours:   8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday 

 

The Journey of Lent: 

Lord, 

It is time to begin again our journey to the cross.  
 Time to release again the ending of a life and the beginning 

of hope. 

It is time to take time to listen to, to watch for, to wait for, the 
man of sorrows who brought us joy. 

May each of these days be a new beginning for each of us, a 

reflection of the continuing paradox of new life overcoming 

death. 



 

YOUTH UPDATE!!!! 
Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, “What are you doing for 

others…everybody can be great…because anybody can serve.” 
 

Youth Happenings… 
14 Confirmation students and 7 adults spent two hours on February 4th packing meals 

for children in Haiti. The food we packed will feed 92 children for an entire year! 

Great work everyone! 
 

Thanks to everyone who bought butter braids!  This is always a great fundraiser 
for our youth – and we get to enjoy some really yummy pastries!  

 

Your help is needed – and it’s easy! 
We need 2 male chaperones to attend the Confirmation Retreat for 7th and 8th graders, 

March 24-25 at Good Earth Village. You would not need to do any programming or 

leading. We just want your presence and need it for good risk management. 

 

It isn’t too late to purchase stock in the youth of your church! 
This is a fundraiser for our 2017 mission trip. We have made a lot of phone calls 
inviting you to buy one or more shares of stock in the youth of St. Paul’s Lutheran 

church. We hope to continue making calls, we like talking with you. But, you can 

also purchase stock in the church office – at cost of only $10 per share.  

All stockholders will receive a stock certificate. Stockholders will also receive a 

postcard or note (or text with a picture or instagram – your choice) from one of the 

youth while the group is on their Mission Trip. This is a great way to make 

connection with one or more of the youth in our church. 

And maybe best of all, each share of stock entitles one person to attend a 

stockholders’ banquet to be held in the late summer or early fall. A nice dinner 

will be served. Students will share their Mission Trip Adventures through pictures, 

words and music.  

When you get your phone call – say “Yes” to taking stock in the Youth of St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Church or stop in the church office and make your purchase 

today! 

 

Gerten’s Plant and Flower Sales is happening now! 
Orders are being taken through the month of March. All orders are due Friday, 

March 31st. Order from your favorite youth or fill out your form in the church office.  

Our expected delivery date is Monday, May 8th – Flower Power!  
 

Looking ahead… 
Annual silent auction – April 2 & 9 – new dates – same great experience - be 

thinking about donations – how about a themed basket? Ask Sheryl if you need an 

idea – or let her know if you can contribute something to the auction. 

Palm Sunday Brunch – April 9th You won’t want to miss this! More than a 

continental breakfast!         Watch for the menu- coming soon! Good food and good 

fellowship!  

(And another opportunity to support our youth) 

 
 

 

Cannon River Conference – Women of the ELCA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interesting Facts about Lent: 

~ The earliest Lent can begin is on Feb. 5th ? That happened last in 1818. 

~ The latest Lent can start is March 10?  That won’t happen again until 
the year 2038. 

~ That the original period of Lent was 40 hours? It was spent in fasting 
to commemorate the suffering of Christ and the 40 hours he spent in the 
tomb. 

~ That in the very early days of the church, it was a time to prepare for 
baptism, which took place on Easter Eve? 

~ That the 40 days of Lent correspond to Christ’s 40 days in the 
wilderness? 

 

 

Spring Gathering!!! 
Saturday, April 8, 2017 

Trinity Lutheran Church in Wanamingo 

301 Second Ave., Wanamingo, MN 
Registration: 8:30 – 9:00 a.m. 

Program:  9:00 a.m. 

Lunch:  11:00 a.m. 
 

Speakers:  Dr. Irshad Jafri  

“The Similarities Between Islam, Judaism, & 

Christianity” 

AND 

Cora Cromer, Music Therapist 
 

Cost: $12.00, includes program and lunch 

Registration forms available in St. Paul’s office. 

 

Please make checks payable to: 
SE MN Synod WELCA 

 

And mail to: 
Cora Lee Monroe 

304 Skogen Lane 

Kenyon, MN  55946 



 

Merry Martha Quilters 
       The Merry Martha Quilters have been hard at work putting 
together quilts, thanks to many who have donated supplies.  We 

couldn’t do what we do without the help of our generous congregation.  

So this month, we are going to share with you our current “Wish List”.  
We raised money during our Craft Sale/Silent Auction so we can 

purchase some of these items, but if any of you have any of this stuff, 

and want to be rid of it, that would be a match made in heaven! 
Ironing Board – easy to open and close, stays up 

when you put it up (the one we have doesn’t 

always). We need something sturdy and durable. 
Pliers – yes, you read that right.  We use pliers to 

pull the yarn through the layers of fabric and 

batting when tying a quilt.  Small ones are best, 
and they must be clean. 

Extension cords – 15’ in length. 
Sewing machine – we have a couple working 

machines, so we manage, but if you have a portable in good working 

order that is just gathering dust, we could take that off your hands. 
Sewing supplies – Fabric, thread, yarn, yarn needles (large eye) 

Sheets – Most of our quilts end up with a sheet as backing, so we 

always need sheets.   
Sheets, sewing supplies or pliers can be dropped off at church any 

time.  If you have any of the larger items to give to us (iron, ironing 

board, sewing machine), please call Elaine Scharpen (651)388-9512 or 
Maggie Sprick (715)594-3944. Thank you so much for the many ways 

you support our ministry. Your donations and your prayers are greatly 

appreciated! 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        
March is Food Shelf  Month and once  again, 
our Encourage Team will  heading up a drive 

to collect food and  other non-perishable items 

to donate to our Local Food Shelf.  
 Brown grocery bags will be handed out 

between services during the month of March. 

You are asked to fill them with items that are 
on the “items needed” list, and then return 

them to church.  We will collect all bags and at the end of the month, 

we will make a deliver to the Food Shelf. 

If you would prefer to make a cash donation, please make your 

checks out directly to Red Wing Area Food Shelf and drop in the 

church office. 

Your kindness and generosity is most appreciated!!  

Thank you for helping!!! 

*********************************************** 
 

 

In preparation for our Milestone Anniversary 

Celebration this spring, we are compiling our 

list of couples that will be celebrating their 

50
th

, 55
th

 60
th

, etc. anniversaries this year!!  If 

we have omitted anyone, or have wrong 

information, please contact the church office 

at 651/388-7106.  We want to included 

everyone that is celebrating these wonderful milestones!!! 

 

Celebrating their 50
th

: Tom and Bonnie Koester, Duane and Susan 

Wallin, David and Carla Kuehni 
 

Celebrating their 55
th

:  Joel and Linda Dahling; Dale and Mary Alice 

Mehrkens,; Al and Jan Thies; Burt and Judy Will 
 

Celebrating their 60
th

: Gordon and Verlene Dankers; Jim and Pat Rapp 

 

We are looking forward to celebrating with you! 

 

 

 

Bloodmobile will be here at St Paul’s on Thursday,  

                 March 2
nd

, From 1 to 7 p.m. 

                    Benefits of donating blood: 

It feels great to donate!    You get free juice and delicious cookies.   

It's something you can spare – most people have blood to spare... 

yet, there is still not enough to go around. You will help ensure 

blood is on the shelf when needed – most people don't think they'll 

ever need blood, but many do. You will be someone's hero – in 

fact, you could help save more than one life with just one donation. 

 



Lenten Schedule for 2017: 
 

Date: Time of 
Service: 

Host Church: Supper at: Preaching: 

March 1 
Ash 
Wed. 

7:00 pm. Each church holds their own service – no meal on this 
night. 

March 8 5:00 p.m. United Lutheran United Lutheran Greg Or Heidi Bolt 
March 15 5:00 p.m. First 

Presbyterian 
First 
Presbyterian 

Clay Oglesbee 

March 22 5:00 p.m. St. Paul’s 
Lutheran 

St. Paul’s 
Lutheran 

Tristan English 

March 29 5:00 p.m. Christ Episcopal Christ Episcopal Arte Sharot 

April 5 5:00 p.m. United 
Methodist 

United 
Methodist 

Kristen 
Schlauderaff 

April 13  Maundy Thursday Service at St. Paul’s at 7 p.m. 

April 14  Good Friday Noon/St. 
Joseph’s 

7 p.m. Service 
here 

     

** Note for Confirmation Students:  All students are required to 

attend Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday or Good Friday, plus 2 

other Lenten services (for a total of 4 services during Lent) 

 
To St. Paul’s Lutheran Church: 
We wish to send our thanks to you for your 

gift of $1500.00 to the Cannon River 

Conference Project Neighbor in 2016. 
$9,269 was given to 42 families for assistance 

for rent, utilities, medical reasons, car related 

and personal.  Average amount given $275.00. 
Receipts were $11,942 from churches, WELCA’s and individuals.  The 

Cannon River Conference donated $5,000. 

Project Neighbor was started in 1970.  It continues to help needy 
neighbors due to the generosity of people like you. 

With great appreciation and blessings to you. 

Project Neighbor Committee: 
Charles Blastervold, Marcy Kvittem, and Pastor Nick Fisher-Broin. 

 

Future donations may be sent to: 
 Project Neighbor 

% Charles Blastervold 

10110 County 9 Blvd. 
Cannon Falls, MN  55099 

 

Gerten’s Sale!!!! 
The youth group is working hard to raise the funds 

needed for their mission trip to New Bern, NC.  During 

the month of March you can order Gerten’s plants and 

flowers to brighten up your patio or yard and help the 

youth become one step closer to their mission trip goals.  A 

portion of each plant purchased goes to the youth group to help 

fund their mission trip expenses.  This year the plants are 

scheduled to arrive on Monday, May 8
th
 in time for Mother’s 

Day.  Order forms are available in the church office or from the 

youth as they sell.  Look for the new items this year in the 

brochure [Sun Coleus-Ruby Slippers, Sunpatiens Tropical Rose, 

and the 10” succulent dish garden is back] along with your 

favorites.  Remember:  order by March 31
st
 – delivery on May 8

th
.  

Orders submitted late cannot be guaranteed due to submission 

timeline constraints. 

**************************************************** 

 

2017 Give Appeal Report! 
Total pledges for 2016 were $247,252 

Total pledges for 2017 were $170,589 (This includes $24,200 from 
auto deduct household who did not turn in a commitment card for 2017 

since the pledge commitment did not change from 2016 to 2017.  The 

amount received by the church from the household’s bank account 
remains the same until the donor submits a new Simply Giving Form 

** $23,337 is the total increase of pledges from 

 2016 to 2017 
The number of Households that pledged in 2016 were 135. 

The number of Households that pledged for 2017 were: 172 

** Increase of 37 Households 
Number of Households using Automatic Deduct in 2016 were 46 
Number of Households using Automatic Deduct for 2017 are 75 

Increase of 29 households using Automatic Deduct 

Thank you, thank you, thank you!!!!! 

 

 

 
 



 

Getting to Know You!!! 
Turner Leighton Harris is 9 years old 

and attends 4
th
 grade at Burnside 

School.   

He loves sports and his favorite 

hobbies are:  playing baseball and 
football.  He also enjoys skiing. 

Turner would love to be a professional 
baseball player when he grows up.  His 

favorite sports team is the Twins and 

his favorite player is Byron Buxton. 
Fettuccine alfredo is Turner’s favorite 

thing to eat! 

Turner has one sibling, Tatumn, his 12 
year old sister.  When asked to tell me 

something about his sister, he said, 

“She is nice!” 
Both Tatumn and Turner play the 

position of catcher on their baseball 

teams and Turner did add that he likes 
it when Tatumn will practice catching 

with him. 

Turner is the son of Courtney Harris 
and Ben Harris, and the grandson of Todd & Linda Kuyath. 

Thanks for sharing Turner!!! 

Sunday School News: 
FIRST COMMUNION RETREAT – March 17th  

This retreat is for 5th Graders, on Friday, March 17th, from 6:00 p.m. 
to approximately 11:00 p.m. The evening will begin with a meal for 

parents and students at 5:30 p.m.  Parents are asked to participate in 

activities. 
 

FIRST COMMUNION SUNDAY – Students will receive First 

Communion on SUNDAY, MARCH 19, at the 9:30 worship service. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Judi Mickelson, 651-388-8776, or 

Kathy Cordes, 651-764-2102, or Pastor Kristen. 
 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on March 19, children attend church with 

their parents to observe First Communion. 

 

 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED World Day of Prayer 
St. Paul’s will be hosting the WDP event Friday, March 3, at 9:30 a.m.  

The theme, “Am I Being Unfair to You?”  The program will focus on 

learning about the Philippines. More details to follow.  We need 

women to greet and host this event.   Please contact Judi Mickelson if 

you are available to help. 

 

 

“I am about to do a new thing…”  Isaiah 

43:19 

 

The theme of our Tenth Triennial Gathering calls us to transformation, calls 

us to become All Anew.  With our sisters, we will experience not only the 

power of the Holy Spirit, but the power of women gathered. 
 

Come, join us for the Tenth Triennial Convention, July 13 – 16, 2017.  It’s a 

wonderful experience to praise and worship God, attend workshops to get 

educated and listen to some amazing speakers from across the country and 

around the world. 
 

Let’s get a group of women from St. Paul’s to attend this awesome event!!   

You can even sign up for “Run, Walk and Roll”! 
 

A former attendee said, she was affirmed and encouraged during the four 

days she spent at the gathering – “four days of conversation, prayer, 

laughter, worship, praise, lament, challenge and invitation – to be women 

who act boldly on their faith.” 
 

Registration and gathering information is available on the stairway bulletin 

board or the Women of the ELCA website:  welcatg.org  
 

Transportation arrangements are currently underway.  Lodging 

arrangements are due no later than May 15.   
 

Financial help will be available to help with the cost of registration and 

possibly lodging. 

 

 


