
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

St. Paul’s Epistle                          Feb. 2017 
 

 

Dear Members and friends, 
 

 We are in the process of interviewing pastors who 
are candidates for joining us in ministry at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church.   It is an exciting time, after months of 
meeting, planning, filling out forms and listening.    

 I compare the call process as similar to dating and 
courtship.   Two parties (church and prospective pastor) 
try to get to know each other and see if this is a good fit.   

Churches have personalities just as people do.   While you 
may like and be friends with many different people, for a 
lasting, committed relationship, it is important to have a 
good match.   You might be interested and attracted to 

someone who will challenge you, but too many differences 
can start to chafe and irritate after a while.   Do you have 
the same goals and values?   What is important every day 
and in the long run?   Can you play together as well as 

work together?    
 The beginning of this year reminds me (and I hope 
reminds you) of why we are looking for more pastoral 
staff.   With seven funerals since December 31, there is 

little time for ministry in and around the community.   It 
will surely take time and energy for all of us to build trust 
and a sound working relationship with whoever joins us.   
Still, I look forward sharing this ministry with a partner 

who can help shoulder the load, add ideas, and  spark 
energy in our mission.    
 As always, we invite your prayers for our committee, 
the candidates we are meeting, and the ministry of Jesus 

Christ that is shared here at St. Paul’s.   
 
Yours on the journey, 
Pastor Schlauderaff 
 
                   

 

 



 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  
From January 12, 2017 

A complete copy of the minutes is posted on the kiosk. 

 
Encourage Ministry Team – St. Paul’s sponsored another inmate being 

released from the MCF on Jan. 19
th

.  Next Community Meal sponsored by St. 

Paul’s will be on March 12. 

 

Give Ministry Team – Discussed pledges received for 2017. Possibility of 

doing it on-line next year. 

 

Invite Ministry Team – RIC Sunday is January 29
th

. 

 
Leadership Team – Update on building repair status was given.  Discussion of 

non-member wedding fees.  
 
Serve Ministry Team – Carpet has been selected.  Walls to be prepped and 

Randy will co-ordinate the painting. 

 
Study Ministry Team –  Winter Wednesday Worship begins on Jan. 18

th
, 

starting with a 5:30 meal. 

 
Youth Ministry Team – No report given. 

 
Worship Ministry Team – Ash Wednesday is March 1

st
. Hymn sing proposed 

for special services.  Easter services discussed.  Synod Assembly the first 

weekend in May. 

 

Unfinished Business – Discussion on increasing insurance deductible 

discussed. 

 
New Business – Audit held on Jan. 17

th
.  Feb. 5

th
 will be installation of new 

team members and officers. 

 

Pastors Report – Pastor has been involved with the “Green Dot” program. 

Trainings have been held to train people in the community regarding 

violence prevention. 

 

Next Meetings: Ministry Teams & Council - Thurs, Feb. 9
th

, 2017 

Teams ~ 6:30 p.m., Council ~ 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

Baptisms:   
       Reagan Abigail O’Dell, daughter of  Thomas & Megan O’Dell  
 

 
       

Congregational Sympathies:    

Deepest sympathy to the families of: 

Gene Olson 

Karen Mehrkens 

Iva Larson 

Rod Hauschildt 
 

CONFIRMATION NOTE FOR FEB 8
TH

: 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL OF YOU WHO DONATED 

TO THE TEDDY BEAR DRIVE IN MEMORY OF JACOB 

JOHNSON.  OVER 100 TEDDY BEARS WERE 

COLLECTED AND HELPED MAKE THE HOLIDAYS FOR 

HOSPITALIZED CHILDREN JUST A BIT BETTER!!  
THANK YOU AGAIN FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!! 

 

 

 
*********************************************************************************************************** 

 

 

A heartfelt thank you to Sandy Gernentz for 
teaching confirmation classes these past few months!! 

We were delighted to have you on-board and 
appreciate your dedication in helping the youth of St. 

Paul’s to continue growing in their faith. 
Thanks again Sandy! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation on Feb. 8
th

 will be a Parents Night.  A parent 

or interested adult should attend with each student.  

Confirmation will start at 6:00, with no meal being served. 

First Communion students WILL start that evening at 5:30 

with a meal for the 5
th
 graders.   

Please call the office with any questions or concerns you may 
have! Thank you!! 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Christmas Project Update! 
Thanks to all who assisted in any way with this years Christmas 

Project.  St. Paul’s served 19 families with a total of 34 children 

(ranging in age from 9 months to 17 years) in 2016.  Each family 
received a quilt made by the Merry Martha Quilters and a large box of 

groceries including ham, turkey, or hamburger for their Christmas 

dinner. 
Several people donated money to cover the cost of the groceries, which 

came to a total of $820.26. Thanks to your generous support, we were 

able to cover everything!  We received $500 (by becoming 2 Thrivent 
Action Teams) which we spent on cleaning supplies and paper 

products for each family.  Thanks to our Sunday School students for 

the paper products that they donated. 
Also, thanks to members of the congregation, each child received 

pants, a shirt, socks, and mittens or gloves.  This year all the hats were 

made by the quilters from fleece fabric.  Many thanks for their extra 
effort!   Toys were picked up at Toys for Tots for each child.  Thank 

you Courtney and Connie! 

Once again we thank the special people who volunteer to sponsor a 
family by contacting them and coordinating gifts.  They are Karen and 

Ethan Seaberg, Barb Olson, Terry Skorude, Jeanne Follstad, Connie 

and Neal Halverson, Lori Zorn, Cindy Kells, Barb and Jeff Seaberg, 
Leona Haupt, Sandy Halverson, Sarah Hedeen, Ellie Tiedemann, 

Karen Meier, Linda Kuyath, Jan Thies, Bonnie Koester, Kathy Cordes, 

Jean Oelkers, Tonia Cohenour, and Joannie Matter. 
Thanks to Randy for all the extra help he gives us, Jeanie Simon for 

labels and Judi Mickelson for the ornaments.  Please forgive me if I 

have forgotten anyone. This project is truly a group effort!!  We are 

blessed to have such willing workers!! 

The families we served were so appreciative and that makes this 

project so rewarding to those of us who work on it each year. If you 
would like to be a volunteer next December, please contact Carmen 

Hinrichs at 715-594-3519, Courtney Snyder at 715-792-2116 or Karen 
Seaberg at 651-388-9358. 

Thanks again and may God bless you all!!! 

Submitted by Carmen Hinrichs 
 

 

 
 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS! 
 

February brings many interesting topics to 

Sunday School.  We will learn about: 

 

February 5 No Sunday School – Kids will sing 

in church, please attend with family 

February 12 Jesus Teaches about Anger, Matthew 5:21-37 

February 19 Love Your Enemies, Matthew 5:38-48 

February 26 The Transfiguration, Matthew 17:1-13 

 

FIRST COMMUNION 
 

“Winter Wednesday Worship”:  First Communion instruction for 

5th Graders continues on Wednesdays, through February 22.  The 

evening begins with dinner at 5:30, a short Worship time and then 

education time:  First Communion instruction, Confirmation 
instruction and Adult Book Study.  

 

FIRST COMMUNION RETREAT – March 17th  
We will hold our retreat for 5th Graders on Friday, March 17th, from 

6:00 p.m. to approximately 12:00 midnight. The evening will begin 

with a meal for parents and students at 5:30 p.m.  Parents are asked to 

participate in activities. 
 

FIRST COMMUNION SUNDAY – Students will receive First 

Communion on SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 2017, at the 9:30 worship 

service. 

 

If you have questions, please contact Judi Mickelson, 651-388-8776, or 

Kathy Cordes, 651-764-2102, or Pastor Kristen. 
 

 

REMINDER: 

Kids will attend church with their family on February 5th and sing 

during the service. 

 
  

 



 
Prayer Shawl 

Ministries 
     

Prayer Shawls are genuine gifts of love.  Prayer Shawl 

recipients see more clearly that there is hope for tomorrow, that no one is ever 

completely alone, that someone out there cares enough to reach out to them.  

If you know of someone who could benefit from receiving a shawl, choose 

one from the display in the back of the church, sign the book, and deliver the 

shawl.     

Thank you to all who have been making Prayer Shawls and bringing them in.  

We would love to have more knitters or crocheters join in this ministry.  You 

can either make shawls at home and just bring your completed shawls to 

church or if you would enjoy the fellowship of other shawl makers, join us on 

the second Thursday of each month at Lynne Rigg's home at 1845 Bohmbach 

Drive.  The next get together will be February 9 at 7 o'clock.   

If you would like any more information about this ministry, call the church 

office at 651-388-7106 or Elaine Scharpen at 651-388-9512.  

 
 

Don’t Miss the First Annual St. Paul’s Youth Stock Sale! 
The youth of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church are currently selling stock. 

“What kind of stock?” you ask.  
This is a fundraiser for our 2017 mission trip.  Each of you will have 

opportunity to “take stock” in the youth of our church! You should 

receive a phone call in the next couple of weeks inviting you to buy 
one or more shares of stock in the youth of St. Paul’s Lutheran church 

– at cost of only $10 per share.  

All stockholders will receive a thank you note and a stock certificate. 

Stockholders will receive a postcard or note (or text with a picture or 

instagram – your choice) from one of the youth while the group is on 

their Mission Trip. This is a great way to make connection with one or 
more of the youth in our church. 

And maybe best of all, each share of stock entitles one person to 

attend a stockholders’ banquet to be held in the late summer or 

early fall. A nice dinner will be served. Students will share their 

Mission Trip Adventures through pictures, words and music.  

When you get your phone call – say “Yes” to taking stock in the 

Youth of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.  
 
 

 
 

Youth Happenings… 
 

“The point of the mission trip is to invite young people to act in ways that 

witness to the promise of God's action, which will make all things new.”   

Andrew Root, Unlocking Mission and Eschatology in Youth Ministry 

 

On Saturday, February 4
th

, 
Confirmation students will travel to Eagan to serve at Feed My Starving 

Children – a wonderful way to help provide meals for hungry children across 

the global. 

 
And…Buy your Super Bowl snacks and goodies at Econo Foods on Tyler 

Street on Saturday, Feb. 4
th

. 

St. Paul’s Mission Trippers will be bagging groceries from 9:00 – 1:00, 
sharing information about their 2017 trip and taking donations. We would 

love to see your smiling face! 

 

Annual Youth Butter Braid Fund Raiser  

There is still time to order your butter braids – (but only a little time) all 

orders are due, Sunday February 5
th

.  Talk to your favorite participating 

youth or just fill out and order form in the church office. If you haven’t yet 

tried these wonderful pastries you don’t know what you are missing! 

Butter Braid is the brand name for a type of Danish style, flaky pastry. It is 

hand-braided pastry dough wrapped around fruit and other edible fillings. An 

icing packet is included to drizzle atop the pastry. Butter braids come frozen 

and stay fresh in the freezer for months! Take one out, let it rise 8-12 hours 

(or overnight) and you have a delicious homemade-tasting breakfast treat or a 

dessert. The cost is only $12 per pastry – a variety of flavors are available. 

Support our youth’s annual mission trip and give yourself a treat! 

 

February Mission Trip Meeting, Sunday, February 26, at 10:30 in the youth 

room. Be there! 

 

Looking ahead… 

Tentative Butter Braid Delivery – Monday, February 27
th

  

Gerten’s Plant & Flower Sales – Forms available Wednesday, February 22
nd 

– 

taking orders through Mar.  

Annual silent auction – April 2
 
& 9 – new dates – same great experience - 

be thinking about donations – how about a themed basket? Ask Sheryl if you 

need an idea – or let her know if you can contribute something to the auction. 
 

 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/941745.Andrew_Root
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/22087962

