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Asia Calling: 
Jastrams in JAPAN

We have been keeping the Japan Lutheran Church (JLC) staff women hopping these first couple of weeks since 
our arrival May 11th. Matsunaga-san (far left) helped us with apartment hunting — only half a day to find one! — 
and took care of a stack of other necessary paperwork; Wantanabe-san (back left) spent hours patiently 
translating for us at the City Hall and Postal Bank so we could eventually obtain resident cards and set up bank 
accounts respectively (yes, at the post office). And shopping — the indefatigable Shimomasu-san (on the right) 
over the course of several days helped us navigate a gigantic eight-story electronics store (Yodobashi), and 
complete the accompanying paperwork to successfully purchase a refrigerator, washing machine and two phone 
plans. Thank you, dear women for all your past and continuing help.

May 2016

Planes,Trains and Automobiles…and Bikes!

Although many places are within easy walking or biking distance from our Mitaka, Tokyo residence, Dan and I 
are also learning the bus and train system to get around the rest of Tokyo. Heidi Emoto, the wife of one of 
JLC’s pastors, has been diligently teaching us the ropes during our illiterate state; and, as an American, she has 
been an invaluable resource for translation as well as finding important necessities, say, rolled oats. (Answer: 
Costco’s.) We have been so grateful for her continuing assistance in getting settled. 

The same has been true with Kitagawa-sensei. While bike shopping, he also introduced us to J-Mart (not to be 
confused with K-Mart) and later personally delivered our new purchased bikes, along with two stools and a 
floor lamp from his household, for our use until we have our own furniture. Dan is currently sitting at our 
kitchen counter working on one of said stools as I write. Thank you, Kitagawa-sensei.

YOU ARE HERE: Heidi Emoto gives us our first lesson in 
reading a map to locate our express train. Hint: North is not at 
the top of this map. (Narita airport, Japan) Buying wheels: Pastor Kitagawa knows his bikes! 
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We would love to have you join us as a partner to support LCMS mission work through “Jastram-Asia” 
 with a donation or a recurring gift if you have not already done so. Choose one of three ways: 

1. Securely online at the LCMS website: https://www.lcms.org/givenow/jastram 
2. By mail - Send gifts to: 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
Mission Advancement 
P.O. Box 66861 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 
    (Checks payable to: The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod; memo-line notation: “Jastram—Asia support.” ) 
3. By phone: call 1-888-930-4438. 

Thank you!

To be added to or removed from this mailing list, send an email message to daniel.jastram@lcmsintl.org with the 
word ADD or REMOVE in the subject line.

John Plagens, professor at the Japan Lutheran 
College, with Aki Nishigawa, a Christian 
composer. (Suginami, Tokyo)

From Suginami to Nagano

On our second Sunday in Tokyo, we  traveled by bus, then train and then another bus, to attend services at 
Holy Truth Lutheran Church in Suginami, Tokyo, where Kitagawa-sensei is pastor. (With time to spare, I 
might add.) What a pleasure to worship with our fellow Japanese Lutherans. We were surprised to meet an 
American professor from the Japan Lutheran College there, and delighted to accept an invitation to his 
Nagano residence for part of the following weekend — Memorial Day weekend in the US. We had good 
fellowship and a restorative 24 hours in which to enjoy God’s creation in all its glory. The above photo 
captures some of its beauty. A wonderful way to end this exciting, busy month, second only to a video chat 
with some of our children and a grandchild back in Minnesota. 

In June Dan begins his intensive Japanese language study in preparation for teaching at the seminary. He also 
travels to Hong Kong in his role as theological education facilitator. Keep an eye on our blog, jastrams.me. I 
hope to post more pictures soon. And thank you much for your prayers and support during this new stage of 
our mission work. They mean a lot! 

In the woods. Memorial Day weekend. (Nagano, Japan) 
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