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Get Set… 
 
 

 
At the Japan Lutheran College and Seminary:  
M. Saito (Sem. Director), C. Hanson (Asia Dir. of 
Operations), M. Ishii (Sem. Pres.), J. Sack (Prof.), N. Eto 
(College Pres.), J. Lehenbauer (CTCR), D. Jastram,  
S. Emoto (Gen. Sec.) [Tokyo] 
 
 

 
Sampling Japanese snacks - after Dan’s presentation: 
D. Jastram, K. Schultz  [St John’s, Montevideo, MN] 

Japan: home again  
 “Natsukashii (Nostalgic)!” was the word that came to mind as 
the smells came wafting from Tokyo restaurants – reminiscent 
of Dan’s walks home from Judo lessons as a child. He had 
returned for a short visit after a 40-year absence, part of the 
LCMS delegation to celebrate, with our Japanese brothers and 
sisters in Christ, the dedication of the new Urawa Lutheran 
school building.  
 

Dan’s visit also allowed him to discuss his part-time seminary 
teaching responsibilities (not to be confused with half-time, 
which in Japan could mean forty-hour weeks) when he returns to 
stay, God-willing, later this year. Tokyo will also serve as his 
home base to carry out the other half of his work - theological 
education facilitator for Northern Asia seminaries. He came 
back from his short visit, jet-lagged, but eager to begin to his 
missionary work for the long-term. Getting set. 
 
Minnesota: highways and byways  
Essential in “getting set” for overseas work is to establish a 
strong support network, both spiritual and financial, here in the 
States. Dan and I had the privilege of sharing the story of our 
mission work with dear sisters in Christ at many LWML MN 
North Zone spring rallies last month. From the first (see photo) 
to the last (Bagley: Buttons, Bows and Blessings), your warm 
welcome, interest and support for the Northern Asia work was 
gratifying and greatly appreciated. We cannot  go without your 
support. Dan was also privileged to preach and present at 
several Twin Cities area churches. Whether large or small, we 
welcome these opportunities to share the LCMS’s mission goals 
and to partner with individuals and congregations in carrying 
out the mission of the church. 
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Robert Jastram’s commissioning. 

 

 
Daniel Jastram’s installation: 

Pastor Kind, Dan Jastram, Joan Jastram,  
MNS President Dean Nadasdy 

 
 
 

 
Theological education library - half a ton. 

Twin Cities: in his father’s footsteps  
Sixty-three years ago Dan’s father, Robert Jastram, was 
commissioned as a missionary to Japan where he then served 
twenty-three years as a church planter and missionary pastor. Dan 
watched his father tend his flock, and from that small, faithful 
Japanese fold saw two men arise who also went on to become 
pastors. One of these men later came to the States to minister to 
Jastram Sensai in his dying days.  Now both Japanese men are 
retired from their ministerial duties and failing in health.  Dan 
looks forward to the opportunity to give them pastoral comfort in 
their latter days. He also hopes to help the Japanese recruit new 
pastors that are so sorely needed for the ministry. 
 
This last Sunday, May 17th, Dan was installed as a theological 
education facilitator to Northern Asia to help nurture and sustain 
the work that these first-generation missionaries began. Japan and 
other Asian seminaries are in great need of support for their 
relatively young seminaries. The LCMS has much to offer, 
especially in theological education. Dan has been away from Japan 
for forty years. During those years, God was preparing Dan for this 
mission work – Classical Studies (Greek and Latin language, 
history, and literature), the seminary, thirteen years as professor of 
theology, twelve years as parish pastor. And just as his father before 
him, Dan is planning to go for as long as God has work for him to 
do. Getting set. 
 
 
SAINT PAUL: heavy lifting 
Accepting the call to the mission field was a weighty decision. Now 
that we have shed most of our belongings in preparation for our 
move (and believe me, there was a lot of “stuff” we had 
accumulated over the past 26 years!), the weight has shifted to 
more substantial matters - reflected in Dan’s sixteen plus boxes of 
theological books culled from his books for a library that will be 
traveling with us to Japan. He means business! Getting set. 
 
Not everybody is willing or able to take up the weighty task that is 
in front of us. But Dan is going, with eagerness and determination. 
The work will not be easy, but with your support we can do it. 
Ikimashou!  – Let’s go! 

 
Many of you are already giving generously and we thank you for your kind gifts. If you are not yet supporting us with a pledge or 
recurring gift, please consider doing so now.  Large or small, your support does make a difference in the kingdom of God! 
To support the work of the Rev. Dr. Daniel Jastram, you may send a tax-deductible gift to: 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
P.O. Box 66861 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 
Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod;  memo-line notation: “Jastram – Asia support.” 
Gifts may also be given securely online through the LCMS website https://www.lcms.org/givenow/jastram 

To be added to or removed from this mailing list, send a message to daniel.jastram@lcmsintl.org with the word ADD or REMOVE in the subject line. 


