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Heart and Seoul 
Since April, Dan has visited three Asian countries as theological education facilitator. This issue focuses on his most recent trip in June. 
 

 
Screen shot of Dan’s Viber call: wife (Joan); children (Brian, 
Hannah, and Eleanor); and grandchildren (Everett and Lily) in 
swing. (Green Lake, Spicer, MN)  
 

I’m HERE! 
 
I hear the incessant ring of my cell phone. Shaking off sleep, I 
stretch out my hand, madly groping for my phone in this early 
morning hour. I miss the call, but text him, “I’m here!” We 
have just recently moved into our daughter’s residence, so I 
actually was not immediately aware of just where “here” was. 
And I surely did not know where Dan was either. We had a 
lapse of communication earlier that week when he was without 
internet access while in Taiwan. Dan had called me upon 
arrival at his hotel in South Korea—5 pm his time. We were 
excited to be talking together once again.  
 
 

 

 
Seoul, South Korea. Roof-top view. (June, 2015) 

Seoul Yesterday and Today 
 
This was Dan’s second trip to Seoul: his first was in the ‘70’s 
when he was attending high school in Tokyo while his father 
was a missionary in Japan. He traveled a short distance from 
Japan by ferry and then bus to visit his high school friend in 
Seoul. Back then Korea had bare, brown hills, was in the midst 
of rebuilding after the fighting, and was one of the poorest 
countries in the world. “Now,” Dan reports, “the city is so 
modern-looking! How green and lush everything is!” It was the 
start of a fruitful and enjoyable trip in his capacity as a 
theological education facilitator. For an example of what this 
work entails, keep reading. 
 



 

 
In front of “Luther Tower” (Seoul, South Korea). Dr. G. Grobien, 
Pres. C. Kim (Lutheran Church in Korea), Dr. T. Quill and Dr. 
D. Jastram. 
 
 

The work 
Here is an excerpt from my “interview” of Dan:  
The purpose of my trip was two-fold. One, to sign a cooperative 
agreement between our seminary and theirs, and secondly, to work 
out as many details about a specific program as we could, focusing 
on the possibility of an advanced degree for Korean pastors to take 
from Concordia Theological Seminary. . . . The Church has a 
great opportunity to position itself in a way that gives more 
prominence to the Lutheran Church in Korea as preparations for 
the 2017 500th anniversary of the Reformation are underway. 
Part of President Kim’s intent is to better equip their Lutheran 
pastors to be as highly qualified as possible and to encourage them 
to further their studies with advanced degrees. That involves 
theological education, not only at a Master of Divinity level that 
all pastors receive here and there, but also in continuing education 
for an advanced degree, whether it is the equivalent of a Master of 
Sacred Theology or a Doctor of Ministry degree. Dan learned of 
Dr. Quill’s nickname: Dr. Kill—the Korean pronunciation. 
During breaks Dan shared laughter about popular Korean 
TV shows we’ve enjoyed here in the States on Netflix! 

 
The Peace Bell manufactured from melted military weapons. 
From the plaque: “…we welcome the 21st century as a time of 
reunification and peace for all mankind” (my italics). (Located at the 
DMZ.) 
 

Swords into Ploughshares 
On TV or on posters, Dan witnessed people still seeking to 
be reunited with family members, torn apart by war. We 
cannot offer politial peace,  but we can help our Asian sister 
churches in spreading the eternal “peace that passes all 
understanding.” You can help us share our rich theological 
resources—this is our work, not only in Korea, but 
throughout Northern Asia. We would be honored to have 
you join with us in this task through your support! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
THANK YOU to all our supporters, both financially and 
otherwise. We are thankful for God’s provision through 
individuals and wonderful congregations.  
 
To support our work financially, you may give a tax-deductible gift 
securely online through the LCMS website, on our online giving page at 
https://www.lcms.org/givenow/jastram. 
Gifts can also be sent to: 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63179-0089 

Make checks payable to the The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 
with the memo-line notation: “Jastram—Asia support.” To give a gift 
over the phone, please call 1-888-930-4438. 
 
Drop us a line sometime at daniel.jastram@lcmsintl.org  We would love 
to hear from you! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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