
Red tape is the culprit. It wasn’t until February that we 
discovered that a “Certificate of Eligibility” (COE)  is a 
MUST for our visa application. With emails and 
official documents flying between Dan, the Japan 
Lutheran Church, and the LCMS business manager in 
Hong Kong, the COE application was finally ready for 
delivery to the regional Immigration Bureau in Tokyo 
on March 3rd. The estimated wait time as it wends its 
way through those hallways is reported to be “one or 
two months.”  It looks like we will be leaving for 
Japan at the end of April or May, God willing! 

When our earthly possessions were hauled away on the 12th of February -- 
some 40 boxes plus [above photo] -- we were finally ready to move out of the 
basement of our youngest child’s home after an eight-month sojourn! A 
little role reversal there, wouldn’t you say?

On February 13th, our wonderful brother-in-law Mike [photo on left] helped 
us move our remaining furniture (the “migrating office”) and boxes from 
Roseville to the McFerrin home in Maple Grove -- about 25 miles away.  
Now that it’s March, people have been wondering why we’re still here.  
Read on to find out why and just how long we’ll be hanging out with my 
sister and Mike! 
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The boxes are out at sea now. We’re through with the packing tape but not the red tape. And we’ve completed another 
move, but not yet the one to Tokyo. Read more about...  

   Shipping, Moving...and Plenty of Tape! 

 Taped and ready to be shipped 

February/March 2016

別記第六号の三様式(第六条の二関係) 申請人等作成用 1
日本国政府法務省

Ministry of Justice, Government of Japan
For applicant, part 1

To the Director General of

在 留 資 格 認 定 証 明 書 交 付 申 請 書
APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY

入国管理局長  殿
Regional Immigration Bureau

 出入国管理及び難民認定法第7条の2の規定に基づき,次のとおり同法第
7条第1項第2号に 掲げる条件に適合している旨の証明書の交付を申請し

ます。
Pursuant to the provisions of Article 7-2 of the Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act, 
I hereby apply for the certificate showing eligibility for the conditions provided for in 7, Paragraph 
1, Item 2 of the said Act.
 
Given name
8 本国における居住地
Home town/city
1 国 籍・地 域
Nationality/Region



Off the Road and on the Phone
No, I’m not talking about cell phone use when 
driving! Rather, we took our last road trip 
February 7th to Granite Falls, Minnesota where 
Dan had his last preaching engagement and 
mission presentation at St Paul’s Lutheran 
Church.  It was a special way to end this phase of 
Dan’s work because our hosts, Pastor John and 
Karen Schultz, were also our first hosts when we 
set out on this adventure of network support 
building back in April of 2015.

Dan’s primary focus is now on his overseas work. 
When the rest of the household was crawling into 
bed recently, Dan was still going strong on the 
phone with the Asia Team in Hong Kong. The 14-
hour time difference means their next day had 
just begun to roll. Yikes! His 7am Tuesday 
morning meetings are a little easier on him, 
needless to say!

MANILA! Both of us are also making preparations for a 10-day trip to the Philippines the first of April. We had 
originally assumed we would be taking a five-hour flight from Tokyo to Manila, but it will be more like a 20-hour 
flight from Minnesota to Manila! And it will be my first trip overseas. (Hard to believe that Canada is the only 
foreign country this 60-year-old has visited, isn’t it?) Dan is slated to lead two sessions of Bible studies and I, as a 
clinical psychologist, will be speaking to fellow missionaries about stress and strategies for handling it most 
effectively. After the conference, Dan will visit our Lutheran sister seminary in his capacity as theological 
education facilitator. I plan to keep people posted about our travels on our blog at https://jastrams.me/. If 
you’d like an early update, please visit it. We’d love to stay in touch. 

 THANK YOU!  We appreciate your ongoing prayers, support, and encouragement greatly.

 BECOME A PARTNER  Support the LCMS through Jastram-Asia mission with your single-donation or recurring gift:

  Securely online at the LCMS website: https://www.lcms.org/givenow/jastram

  By mail - send gifts to:
 The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
 Mission Advancement
 P.O. Box 66861
 St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

(Checks payable to: The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod; memo-line notation: “Jastram—Asia support.”)

  By phone: call 1-888-930-4438.

To be added to or removed from this mailing list, send an email to daniel.jastram@lcmsintl.org with the word 
ADD or REMOVE in the subject line.

St. Paul’s fellowship hall (Cross and candelabra from their old  church)
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