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 E  aster celebra�ons were especially 
joyous for us this year. We received Dr. 
Okude as a new communicant into our 
LCMS Shinjuku Tokyo fellowship. God 
graciously answered the prayers of our 
last two newsleters regarding his 
cateche�cal correspondence course. 
     A�er “instruc�on, examina�on, and 
absolu�on” according to our Lutheran 
Confessions, he joyfully entered into 
our LCMS communicant fellowship on 
Easter Sunday through the rite of 
“Recep�on of Members.” 

 

 
Dr. Okude, membership recep�on 

 
     He explained his background as a 
part-�me Ph.D. lecturer of physics at 
two universi�es in Tokyo, a bap�zed 
Lutheran, who desires communion 
fellowship with the LCMS. 
     He said one book that focused his 
aten�on on sound Lutheran teaching 
was “The Necessary Dis�nc�on” (CPH 
2017). This fueled his desire for official 
communicant fellowship with those 
confessing sound Lutheran doctrine 
and prac�ce in a context where 
theological divergences are common. 

 

       Navigating  
            Church-Body  
                     Waterfronts 
 U nfortunately, where there is 
unresolved, persistent, decades-long 
disunity of faith and prac�ce, God’s 
Word ul�mately calls for separa�on 
from false teachers, false churches, 
and false brethren in order to 
preserve the truth of the Gospel. 
     This was necessary during the 
�me of the Lutheran Reforma�on 
and has become necessary in some 
cases also in foreign mission work 
these days, especially when issues of 
liberal or synergis�c teaching and 
prac�ce remain unresolved.  
     The most recent example is that, 
this last month, a�er some seventy 
years of partnership between the 
Lutheran Evangelical Associa�on of 
Finland and the Japan Evangelical 
Lutheran Church—and a�er fi�y-
three years of disunity regarding 
women pastors, along with recent 
issues of syncre�s�c prac�ces and 
corporate maneuvers of the JELC—
the Finnish mission associa�on 
(LEAF) has decided to terminate its 
partnership with the JELC. 
     However, we are very thankful 
that LEAF has dedicated itself to 
con�nue its ongoing 123 years of 
mission work in Japan and is 
currently exploring new direc�ons 
and partner-contexts for its work in 
Japan. Please keep this Finnish 
mission associa�on and its Tokyo 
career missionary couple in your 
prayers.  

New Communicant Member 
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Prayer and Praise:  
 
• thanksgiving for recep�on into 
communicant membership with our 
LCMS Shinjuku Tokyo fellowship for 
Dr. Okude on Easter Sunday; 
 
• prayer for Finnish mission 
associa�on LEAF and its Tokyo 
career missionary couple for 
strength and wisdom in exploring 
new direc�ons and partner contexts 
with its ongoing mission work; 
 
• prayer for friend and neighbor Mr. 
Genji Hiratsuka that the Holy Spirit 
might work faith in his heart 
through his hearing of the Gospel; 
 
• prayer for frui�ul home service 
visits August 15 through September 
21; 
 
• thanksgiving for wonderful 
headway on our transla�on project 
of Chemnitz Vol. 5 Lord’s Supper 
(now over 50% completed);  
 
• prayer for the future 
arrangements of a transla�on 
proofreader;  
 
• thanksgiving for God’s blessings at 
our three worship sites: Shinjuku, 
Yokosuka, Okinawa; 
 
• thanksgiving for our LCMS Asia 
regional director Rev. Charles Ferry 
and fellow LCMS Asia missionaries 
each with individual challenges and 
blessings; 
 
• thanksgiving for the faithful 
prayers and support provided by our 
LCMS Jastram-Asia mission partners. 
 

[OR] Mail your tax-deduc�ble gi� to: 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
P.O. Box 66861 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Make checks payable to: 
The Lutheran Church —Missouri Synod 

Mark checks: 
“Support of Asia-Jastram” 

YOUR SUPPORT is vital for our con�nued mission work in Japan: regular services at 
our worship sites, transla�on of theological resources, and nurturing rela�ons with 
local Lutheran pastors facing individual challenges to the faith. We are humbly 
grateful for your con�nued prayers and support. Thank you! 

Your missionaries, Dan and Joan Jastram 

“In the world you will have tribula�on. But take heart; I have overcome  
the world” 

(John 16:33b, Sixth Sunday of Easter, Liturgical Verse). 

“Messiah?”  
 “W hat does the word ‘Messiah’ 
mean?” my neighbor Genji asked a�er 
reading por�ons of the English “A Child’s 
Garden of Bible Stories” (CPH 2001). I had 
given him an copy when he visited our 
LCMS English Easter worship service to 
explain Christ’s Resurrec�on on Easter. 
“Are the Jews the people of the New 
Testament or of the Old?”  
     It’s easy to forget all the ques�ons that 
might arise in someone who hears about 
the Resurrec�on of Jesus for the first 
�me. “Why did the Jews want to crucify 
Jesus if they had been wai�ng for the 
Messiah for so many centuries?”  
     I have made reference to my neighbor 
Genji in several issues of our newsleter 
and have included him recently in our 
newsleter prayers, but you may 
appreciate more context about how we 
met and an update about his ques�ons. 
     Not long a�er arriving in Tokyo, my 
wife and I passed by a neighborhood 
flower garden that appeared to be  
 

holding a flower sale.  
     Upon inquiry, the women in charge 
asked us to wait a litle while un�l her 
husband Genji returned, because he 
could speak English with us. A�er a short 
conversa�on he graciously sent us home 
with flowers and the explana�on that his 
wife breeds new varie�es of pansies and 
publishes her research results. Since 
then, we have regularly exchanged 
gree�ngs and gone on neighborhood 
strolls together. Genji even accepts my 
invita�on to come with me to occasional 
worship services, most recently this past 
Christmas Eve and Easter. Although he 
has expressed no par�cular interest in 
the Chris�an faith, his reading in the 
book of Bible stories has prompted some 
rather significant ques�ons.  

To support this LCMS mission work: 
 

Give securely online through the LCMS page:  
lcms.org/givenow/jastram 

Easter handbell exercises at Suomi Shinjuku Tokyo worship site 

OUR HOME SERVICE dates for this year 
are from August 15 to September 21. 
Although the Sundays are already 
commited, send us an email to let us 
know if you are interested in a weekday 
presenta�on for a small group, mission 
board, or church council mee�ng. 


