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______________________ 

To be added to or removed from 
this mailing list, send an email 
message to 
daniel.jastram@lcms.org with the 
word ADD or REMOVE in the 
subject line. 

Here’s our newsleDer archive link: 
hDps://bit.ly/3Xkd9W8  

Our link to join our mailing list: 
hDps://Onyurl.com/5459478e  

_____________________ 

There are many opportuni/es to 
serve as short-term or GEO 
missionaries. Check out the current 
list and download an applica/on at 
lcms.org/service. Click on “Service 
Opportuni/es.”

April 2023

SERVING THE LORD IN  

JAPAN 
NEWS FROM  

PASTOR DAN AND JOAN JASTRAMhAps://www.lcms.org/jastram

  Pastor Dan and Joan Jastram 

Rev. Jastram serves as the Asia 
Lutheran Resource Coordinator: 
Making Lutheran resources of 
theology and worship available in 
Asia.

“It will be the first conference of 
this emerging Japan constella/on 
which we hope will result in growth 
for the future.”  

Our words from the last newsleDer 
looked forward to wonderful 

results—and so it was! This 
“Emerging Japan ConstellaOon” 
gathered together for its first 
meeOng this last month under the 
topic “Lutheran Liturgy and 
Worship.” We met at Kobari 
Lutheran Church in Niigata City 
over a two-day period, with three 
sessions, four parOcipaOng 
ministers, and two laymen.  

Each parOcipant had a parOcular 
internaOonal Lutheran church body 
experience of Lutheran liturgy and 
worship. Each parOcipant was able 
to engage that parOcular 
background with material from the 
LSB Companion to the Services 
(CPH 2022) for a deeper 
understanding and pracOce of 
Lutheran liturgy and worship. Each 
parOcipant conOnues to face 

challenges to the sound teaching 
and pracOce of the Lutheran faith 
in this country. 

COMMUNION FELLOWSHIP 
Perhaps the most graOfying aspect 
of our confessional conference was 
that we were able to pracOce 
communion fellowship with 
Lutheran parOcipants who 
unambiguously claim the same 
doctrine and pracOce as the LCMS, 
and who stand together against 
departures from sound doctrine 
and pracOce. What a blessing! 

This communion fellowship came 
about ader dedicated dialog with 
each parOcipant through repeated 
visits. It became clear that God had 
brought about a fellowship that 
could be expressed faithfully in 
public worship and communion 
together at this Kobari altar as a 
sister congregaOon to the LCMS. 

How comforOng to see expressed 
in the Kobari Communion 
Statement the following words:  

As intended by Christ and as 
prac/ced by the one, holy, 
catholic and apostolic church 
throughout her history, "Close 
Communion” which Kobari 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
calls "Family Communion in the 
Lord", is observed in this 
congrega/on, in which the  

(con/nued on page 2)
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Prayer and Praise: 
•thanksgiving for wonderful 
conference results on Lutheran 
Liturgy and Worship; 

•thanksgiving for communion 
fellowship recogniOon for our 
sister congregaOon, Kobari 
Lutheran Church; 

•prayer for fruihul home service 
visits in August and September; 

•thanksgiving for a successful 
conclusion to the catecheOcal 
coursework for Dr. Okude to join 
our LCMS communion fellowship; 

•prayer for the Holy Spirit to work 
Easter faith in the heart of friend 
and neighbor Mr. Hiratsuka 
through his hearing of the Gospel; 

•thanksgiving for wonderful 
headway on our translaOon 
project of Chemnitz Vol. 5 Lord’s 
Supper (now over 25% 
completed);  

•prayer for the future 
arrangements of a translaOon 
proofreader;  

•thanksgiving for LCMS grant-
funded work on the “Luco 
Project” by missionary partner 
Nilsen for online Lutheran 
resources; 

•thanksgiving for God’s blessings 
at our three worship sites: 
Shinjuku, Yokosuka, Okinawa; 

•thanksgiving for our LCMS Asia 
regional director and fellow LCMS 
Asia missionaries each with 
individual challenges and 
blessings; 

•thanksgiving for the faithful 
prayers and support provided by 
our LCMS Jastram-Asia mission 
partners.

YOUR SUPPORT is vital for our conOnued mission work in Japan: regular 
services at our worship sites, translaOon of theological resources, and 
nurturing relaOons with local Lutheran pastors facing individual challenges 
to the faith. We are humbly grateful for your conOnued prayers and 
support. Thank you! 

Your missionaries, Dan and Joan Jastram

To support the LCMS through the work of Daniel Jastram, you 
may send a tax-deducOble gid to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod P.O. Box 66861 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861  

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church —Missouri Synod. 
Mark checks “Support of Asia-Jastram.”  

Gids can also be given securely online through the LCMS 
website, on my online giving page at lcms.org/givenow/jastram.

(con/nued from page one) 

Lord's Supper is distributed only to 
those [who are united in the same 
doctrine and prac/ce with the 
LCMS] . . . .  Guests at our services, 
before receiving the sacrament, are 
requested to affirm these facts with 
our pastor.  

In this context, all the conference 
parOcipants were able to receive 
Christ’s body and blood together 
with a clear conscience as 
administered by this pastor at this 
altar as a witness to our Lutheran 
confessional unity. 

“Christ Jesus has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel”  

(2 Timothy 1:10b, The ResurrecOon of Our Lord, Liturgical Verse).

NEAR AND FAR HORIZONS 

“Can we see Sado Island from 
here?” one of our conference 
parOcipants asked. Ader our last 
session ended, there was sOll ample 
Ome before the earliest travel 
schedules kicked in. So, we took the 
impromptu opportunity to visit the 
nearby Aoyama Beach with its 
magnificent view of Sado Island on 
the horizon. We heard various 
stories about visits to the island and 
its historic locaOon as the major 
source of Japanese gold for over a 
thousand years. 

Now, Joan and I are turning our 
aDenOon to farther horizons. Our 
grandson noted on his trip to Tokyo 
this March that “I think it goes 
faster when you fly!” so, we’re 
taking his advice  and flying to the 
US this August for our home 
service. TentaOve dates  are from 
August 14 to September 21, with 
most of our Ome in Minnesota, 
South Dakota, and Wisconsin. 
Please send us an email to work out 
possible dates for a mission 
presentaOon if you are interested!
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