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688 “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
Opening Versicles 
L This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

 
L Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 
C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the 

tents of the wicked. 
L Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 
C Teach me Your paths. 
L Sanctify us in Your truth. 
C Your Word is truth. 

  
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

  
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
 

Old Testament Canticle LSB 261 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Readings From Holy Scripture 
 

Reading Isaiah 9:1–4 
1There will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought 
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he 
has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 
nations. 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a 
land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 3You have multiplied the nation; you 
have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are 
glad when they divide the spoil. 4For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his 
shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 

Reading 1 Corinthians 1:10–18 
10I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree 
and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and 
the same judgment. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is 
quarreling among you, my brothers. 12What I mean is that each one of you says, “I 
follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 13Is 
Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of 
Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that 



no one may say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the household 
of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For 
Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of 
eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 
18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Reading Matthew 4:12–25 
12When [Jesus] heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. 13And 
leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of 
Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be 
fulfilled: 15“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond 
the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—16the people dwelling in darkness have seen a 
great light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a light 
has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.” 
18While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called 
Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were 
fishermen. 19And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21And going on from there 
he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat 
with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they 
left the boat and their father and followed him. 
23And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming 
the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the 
people. 24So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, 
those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics, 
and paralytics, and he healed them. 25And great crowds followed him from Galilee 
and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Responsory 
L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory 

dwells. 
L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory 

dwells. 
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory 
dwells. 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
L We confess our Christian faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.  We 

confess… 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T 
everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
L Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray… 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Second Petition 
L  Thy kingdom come. 
  
  What does this mean? 
C  The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayer, but we 

pray in this petition that it may come to us also. 
  
L  How does God’s kingdom come? 
C  God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, 

so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here in 
time and there in eternity. 

  
 



The Third Petition 
L  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  
 What does this mean? 
C  The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer, but we 

pray in this petition that it may be done among us also. 
  
L  How is God’s will done? 
C  God’s will is done when He breaks and hinders every evil plan and purpose 

of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature, which do not want us to hallow 
God’s name or let His kingdom come; and when He strengthens and keeps 
us firm in His Word and faith until we die. This is His good and gracious 
will. 

 
 
 

839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Andächtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nürnberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 

Sermon 
Theme: “The Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand” 
Text: Matthew 4:12-25 

 
649 Blest Be the Tie That Binds 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Presentation of our Offerings & Gifts to the Lord 
 
781 We Give Thee But Thine Own 

 

 
Text and Tune: Public domain 

 
 

Prayer 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 



L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for 
the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of 

us all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all 

who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

  
Collect of the Day 
L Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch 

forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect for the Word 
L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. 

Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, 
by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold 
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 
 

Morning Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that 
You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings 
and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 
and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe 
may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 
 

New Testament Canticle LSB 266 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
Blessing 
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

bless and preserve us. 
C Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

856 O Christ, Who Called the Twelve 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003066 
Tune: Public domain 
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