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Asia Missionary Gathering 

“Have you considered my [suffering] servant Job 
[of the Old Testament]?” The question reverberated 
from Job 1:8 and 2:3 and cried out from each of the 
blue T-shirts on each of the gathered LCMS Asia 
missionaries and family. Finally, after a three-year 
gap in our important All-Asia gathering schedule 
due to COVID travel restrictions, we gathered in 
Cambodia this January. Now at last we were able to 
interact in person with each other, to study God’s 

Word with its rich Lutheran theology from the book 
of Job, and, in personal meetings with the regional 
director, to focus on country-specific detailed next 
steps for carrying out broader strategic goals. What 
a blessing for our mission teamwork in Japan and 
throughout Asia!  

A Welcome Visit to Japan 
After the lengthy COVID travel restrictions in Asia, 
our regional director Rev. Charles Ferry, was able to 

re-visit our mission work in Japan this December 
for five fruitful days: first our Okinawa worship 
members; then our Shinjuku worship site with 
Tokyo-area civilians; 
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“Alleluia. Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world! Alleluia.”   
(Liturgical Verse for Second Sunday after the Epiphany, John 1:29b) 

Rejoicing in God’s Blessings 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE  
for the spiritual and personal 
blessings of our All Asia Gathering, 
so wonderfully and carefully 
organized by the missionary Cima 
family in Cambodia, and so 
faithfully instructed in God’s Word 
by Dr. Charles Cortright;  
  
for the safe travels and fruitful 
accomplishments of regional 
director Rev. Charles Ferry during 
his recent visit to our mission work 
in Japan;  
  
for the completion of our previous 
translation project of Elert’s 
Eucharist and Church Fellowship, 
and for wonderful headway on our 
new translation project of Chemnitz 
Vol. 5 Enchiridion (now over 50% 
completed);  
  
for the future arrangements of a 
proofreader for the various 
translation works accomplished;  
  
for the faithful prayers and support 
provided by our LCMS Jastram-
Asia mission partners.________________________ 

NEWSLETTERS INFO 

Want to catch up? Here’s our archive 
link: https://bit.ly/3Xkd9W8 

Go here to join our mailing list: https://
tinyurl.com/5459478e 

To be ADDED or REMOVED from 
our mailing list, you can also send an 
email message to 
daniel.jastram@lcms.org with the word 
ADD or REMOVE in the subject line.

(Continued from page 1) 

and finally a focus on work in 
Niigata with the Japanese pastor 
and congregation there. We met 
with key Japanese confessional 
Lutheran church leaders, like-
minded Lutheran missionaries, 
and congregational members all 
eager for sound Lutheran doctrine 
and practice in Japan. 

YOUR SUPPORT is vital for our continued mission work in Japan: regular services at our 
worship sites, translation of theological resources, and nurturing relations with local Lutheran 
pastors facing individual challenges to the faith.  
We are humbly grateful for your continued prayers and support!   ~Dan and Joan Jastram

To support the LCMS through the work of 
Daniel Jastram, you may send a tax-deductible 
gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church
—Missouri Synod. Mark checks “Support of 
Asia-Jastram.”  

Gifts can also be given securely online through 
the LCMS website, on my online giving page 
at lcms.org/givenow/jastram.

 A time of sorrow 
and thanksgiving 
“Your mother, Phyllis Jastram, 
told me ‘I was baptized in this 
church as an infant, confirmed 
here, met my 
husband and 
married him here, 
was sent as 
missionary to 
Japan with him 
from this 
congregation, and 
I’m going to be 
buried HERE, at 
my church. And 
YOU’RE going to do the 
funeral!’” Pastor Nabil Nour of 
Trinity Hartford, SD had this 
privilege this past November.  

Her time on earth included 
twenty-three years of missionary 

service in Japan as well as varied 
congregational and LWML 
service. Her body was laid to rest 
at ninety-five years of age 
awaiting the resurrection of the 
dead.  

Joan and I were 
grateful to the 
LCMS Office of 
International 
Mission for 
including 
compassionate 
“funeral travel”, 
which allowed us 
to join with others 

in the United States this to give 
thanks to God for his wondrous 
gifts of faith and salvation, which 
He gives to all his children as they 
leave their temporal life behind 
and enter the heavenly mansions 
prepared them.
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