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400 Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning

I 1# f T T T T 7 — f ]
— e -+ | T I R R I I I -
L 6} I I & .I I 'I\/ [ 1 I I

1 Bright - est and  best of the stars of the morn-ing,

2 Cold on His cra - dle the dew - drops are shin - ing;

3 Shall we not yield Him, in cost - ly de - vo - tion,

4 Vain - ly we of - fer each am - ple ob - la - tion,

5 Bright - est and  best of the stars of the morn-ing,
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Dawn on our dark - ness and lend us thine aid;

Low lies His head with the Dbeasts of the stall,;

Fra - grance of E - dom and of - f’rings di - vine,

Vain - ly with gifts would His fa - vor se - cure.

Dawn on our dark - ness and lend us thine aid;
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Star of the East, the ho - ri - zon a - dorn - ing,

An - gels a - dore Him in slam - ber re - clin - ing,
Gems of the moun - tain and  pearls of the o - cean,

Rich - er by far is the  heart’s ad - o - ra - tion;

Star of the East, the ho - ri - zon a - dorn - ing,
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Guide where our in - fant Re - deem - er s laid.
Mak - er and Mon - arch and Sav. - dor of all.
Myrrth from the for - est and gold from the mine?
Dear - er to God are the prayers of the poor.
Guide where our in - fant Re - deem - er s laid.

Text and tune: Public domain

Opening Versicles

This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
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the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere;

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the
tents of the wicked.

Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.

Teach me Your paths.

Sanctify us in Your truth.

Your Word is truth.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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The Lord God is my strength and my song, and
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He has be - come my sal - va - tion
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With joy will you draw wa - ter from the
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wells of sal - va - tion. And you will say in that
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day: “Give thanks to the Lord, call up-on His name,
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make known His deeds a-mong the peo - ples, pro -
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claim that His name is ex - alt-ed.”



Refrain
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The Lord God is my strength and my song, and
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He has be - come my sal - va - tion.
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Sing prais-es to the Lord, for He has done
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glo - rious-ly; let this be made known in all the
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earth. Shout, and sing for joy, O in -
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hab - i-tants of Zi-on, for great in your midst is the
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Ho - ly One of Is - ra-el
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The Lord God is my strength and my song, and
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He has be - come my sal - va - tion.
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Glo - ry be to the Fa - ther and to the Son
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and to the Ho - ly Spir - it;
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as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will
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be for - ev -ern A - men
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The Lord God is my strength and my song, and
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He has be - come my sal - va - tion.
Readings From Holy Scripture
Reading Isaiah 42:1-9

"Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have
put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. >He will not cry
aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not
break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth
justice. “He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the
earth; and the coastlands wait for his law.

SThus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who
spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and
spirit to those who walk in it: ‘T am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I
will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people,
a light for the nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from
the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. ®I am the LORD; that is my
name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols. Behold, the former
things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth I tell
you of them.”

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



Reading Romans 6:1-11

"What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? *By no
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? “We were
buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

SFor if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his. “We know that our old self was crucified with him
in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer
be enslaved to sin. ’For one who has died has been set free from sin. *Now if we have
died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. “We know that Christ
being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over
him. '°For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives
to God. ''So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ
Jesus.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Reading Matthew 3:13-17

3Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. '“John
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come
to me?” '"But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. '®And when Jesus was baptized,
immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him,
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; "and
behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased.”

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Responsory
Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory

dwells.

Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory
dwells.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory

dwells.

Apostles’ Creed

We confess our Christian faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed. We
confess...
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -I-
everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray...

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Introduction
Our Father who art in heaven.

What does this mean?

With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true
Father and that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and
confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear father.

The First Petition
Hallowed be Thy name.

What does this mean?
God’s name is certainly holy in itself, but we pray in this petition that it may
be kept holy among us also.



How is God’s name kept holy?

God’s name is kept holy when the Word of God is taught in its truth and
purity, and we, as the children of God, also lead holy lives according to it.
Help us to do this, dear Father in heaven! But anyone who teaches or lives
contrary to God’s Word profanes the name of God among us. Protect us
from this, heavenly Father!

405 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord
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1 To Jor - dan’s riv - er came our Lord, The Christ, whom
2 The Sav - ior came to be bap -tized— The  Son of

3 As Je - sus in  the Jor - dan stood And John bap -
4 Then from God’s throne with thun - d’rous sound Came God’s own
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heav’'n-ly  hosts a - dored, The God from God, the
God in flesh dis-guised— To stand be - neath the
tized the Lamb of  God, The Ho - ly Spir - it,
voice with words pro - found: “This is My Son,” was
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Light from Light, The Lord of glo - ry, pow’r, and might.
Fa - ther’s will And all His righ-teous-ness ful - fill.
heav’n - ly dove, De - scend-ed on Him from a - bove.
His de - cree, “The one I love, who pleas - es Me.”

5  The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight
Anointed Christ in glorious sight
As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall
To save the world and free us all.

6  Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute;
This man is Christ, our substitute!
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream,

Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.

Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003066
Tune: Public domain

Sermon
Theme: “The Baptism of Jesus”
Text: Matthew 3:13-17

409 Hail, O Source of Every Blessing
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1 Hail, O Source of ev - 'ry bless-ing, Fa - ther of our
2 Once far off but now in - vit - ed, We  ap-proach Your
3 Hail, O all - in - it - ing Sav - ior! Gen -tiles now their
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hu - man race! Gen - tiles now, Your grace pos-sess-ing, In Your
sa - cred throne, In Your cov - € - nant u - nit - ed, Rec-on-
of - frings bring, In  Your tem-ples seek Your fa - vor, Je - sus
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courts ob - tain a place. Grate-ful now, we fall be -fore You,
ciled, re-deemed, made one. Now re-vealed to east - ern sa - ges,
Christ, our Lord and King. May we, bod -y, soul, and spir - it,
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In  Your Church re - joice to live, See Your glo - ry
See the Star of Mer - cy shine, Mys - try  hid in
Live de - vot - ed to Your praise, Glo - rious realms of
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and a-dore You, Thank - ful for the grace You give.
for - mer a- ges, Mys - try great of love di - vine.

bliss in - her - it, Grate - ful an - thems ev - er raise.

Text and tune: Public domain
Presentation of our Offerings & Gifts to the Lord

781 We Give Thee But Thine Own
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1 We give Thee but Thine own, What - e’er the gift may be;
2 May we Thy boun - ties thus As stew -ards true re - ceive
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All that we have is Thine a-lone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.
And glad -ly, as Thou bless-est us, To Thee our first-fruits give!

Text and Tune: Public domain
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Prayer

In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
mind, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for
the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of
us all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all
who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For . .. [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Collect of the Day

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed
Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who
are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors
with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Collect for the Word

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning.
Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that,
by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Morning Prayer

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,

that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that
You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings
and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body
and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe
may have no power over me. Amen.
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Christ our Pass - o-ver Lamb has been sac - ri - ficed.
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Raised from the dead, He will nev - er die a - gain.
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Death has no more do - min-ion o - ver Him.

Christ has been raised from the dead! Al - le -
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Dy -ing, Christ dies to sin, once for all. Liv-ing, He
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lives to God. Count your - selves as dead to
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sin and a-live to God in Christ Je - sus, our Lord.
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Blessing

Let us bless the Lord.

594 God’s Own Child, 1 Gladly Say It

Thanks be to God.

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the *}+ Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.

Amen.
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1 God’s own child, I glad - ly say it I am bap-tized
2 Sin, dis - turb my soul no long-er: I am bap-tized
3 Sa - tan, hear  this proc -la - ma-tion: I am bap-tized
4 Death, you can - not end my glad-ness: 1 am bap-tized
5 There is noth - ing worth com-par - ing To  this life-long
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in - to Christ! He, be - cause 1 could not pay it
in - to Christ! I have com - fort e - ven strong-er:
in - to Christ! Drop your wug - ly ac - cu - sa - tion,
in - to Christ! When I die, 1 leave all  sad - ness
com - fort sure! O - pen - eyed my grave 1is star - ing:
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Gave my full re - demp - tion price. Do I need earth’s
Je - sus’ cleans-ing sac - ri- fice. Should a guilt - y
I am not so soon en-ticed. Now that to the
To in - her - it par - a - dise! Though I lie in
E - ven there T’ll sleep se - cure. Though my flesh a -
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trea - sures man - y? I have one worth
con - science seize me Since my Bap - tism
font I've trav - eled, All your might has
dust and ash - es Faith’s as - sur - ance
waits its rais - ing, Still my soul con -
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more than an - vy That brought me sal -
did re -lease  me In a dear for -
come un - rav - eled, And, a - gainst your
bright - ly flash - es: Bap - tism has the
tin - ues prais - ing: I am bap - tized
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va - tion free Last - ing to e - ter - ni - ty!
giv - ing flood, Sprin - kling me with Je - sus’ blood?
tyr - an - ny, God, my Lord, u - nites with me!
strength di - vine To make life im - mor - tal mine.
in - to Christ; I'm a child of par - a - dise!

Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003066
Tune: Public domain
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