
St. Paul’s Epistle 
 

  “Come, O house of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord.”  Isaiah 2:5 

 

Greetings to you, in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 

January is here!  Christmas is over!  Or is it?  We are, in fact, still in the season of Christmas; for the Twelve Days of 
Christmas always fall on December 25th—January 5th.  On January 6th we will be starting another season in the church 
year: The Season of Epiphany.  This season begins with the visit of the Magi and is concluded with the Transfiguration 
of Our Lord (Feb. 27th). 

This January 6th, the first Thursday in January, we will be beginning the Epiphany Season by coming to our Lord in 
worship at 7:00p.  I would like to encourage all of you to be at that service, as we will be beginning this blessed season 
by receiving the body and blood of Christ.   

Epiphany is a season that is filled with light, the light of Jesus and His gracious appearance to His people with signs 
and wonders and favors given at His own expense.  Epiphany is also about the Magi, the gathering of the Gentiles as 
God’s people.  It is also about the Baptism of our Lord, who prepares the waters of Baptism for us. 

Our verse for this news letter article tells us that we need to come and walk in the light of the Lord.  That is what we do 
in worship.  We come to the Lord, listen to His Word, following Him in all that we say and do.   

As we begin this new year, I would like to encourage you to set Christ as a priority in your life and the life of your fam-
ily.  Take every opportunity to be in the light of Christ.  Come to worship, be in Bible Study, and have your children be 
in Sunday School. 

 

Let the light of Christ guide you this Epiphany Season, as you follow in His light.  And let that light of Christ shine 
forth from you to all that you meet.  May this great Epiphany hymn guide us this month and be our resounding song: 

 

399 The Star Proclaims the King Is Here 
1 The star proclaims the King is here;                              4.  And oh, what miracle divine, 

But, Herod, why this senseless fear?                                  When water reddened into wine! 
For He who offers heav’nly birth                                        He spoke the word, and forth it flowed 
Seeks not the kingdoms of this earth.                                  In streams that nature ne’er bestowed. 

 
2 The eastern sages saw from far                                      5.  For this Thy glad epiphany   

And followed on His guiding star;                                      All glory, Jesus, be to Thee, 
And, led by light, to light they trod                                     Whom with the Father we adore, 
And by their gifts confessed their God.                              And Holy Spirit evermore. 

                                                                                                    Text: Public domain 
                                             

3 Within the Jordan’s sacred flood 
The heav’nly Lamb in meekness stood 
That He, of whom no sin was known,                                  
Might cleanse His people from their own                                             

 
 
In Christ,   
             
Pastor Burns 
Romans 1:16 
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WHY ME 

By 

Reverend K. K. Miller 

Foreword: “Why did this happen to me?” is a question 
that has always troubled people in times of misfortune.  
This News Letter Series is written to help understand 
God’s ways and accept them, so that by faith we might 
be “more than conquerors” (Romans 8:37). 

(Part 3 of 12) 

Solomon writes, “My son, do not despise not the chas-
tening of the Lord: neither be weary of his correction.”  
These words imply that His correction is not just once in 
a while but may go on and on so we might feel weary of 
it, just as we get “weary in well doing.”  But we should 
not turn away from Him when He treats us roughly, be-
cause Solomon adds, "For whom the Lord loves he cor-
rects; even as a father corrects the son in whom he de-
lights” (Proverbs 3:11-12).  The cross I must bear is not 
really a sign of His wrath, after all, but of His grace.  Im-
agine a very wealthy man with a single son, to whom he 
intends to leave all his money.  Will he not correct him, 
spank him, scold him and sometimes make life miserable 
for him, because he wants him to be worthy of his inher-
itance?  So our Lord has for us an eternal kingdom, 
bought for us at the cost of His own blood.  Do you not 
suppose He wants to purge our hearts and minds of the 
distractions and desires of this vain world and to set our 
attention on our inheritance?  Would he hesitate to cut off 
my hand or pluck out my eye if it will interfere with my 
salvation? or to lay me low to prevent me from polluting 
my soul with sins that will prove a snare and drown me 
in destruction and perdition? (1 Timothy 6:9).  Don’t you 
suppose He loves me at least that much?  If He did not 
care anything about me, He would let me go my own 
way and perish everlastingly in hell. 

 

Still, He does not enjoy chastening us.  He says, Lamen-
tations 3:32-33, “But though he causes grief, yet he will 
have compassion according to the multitude of his mer-
cies.  For he does not afflict willingly nor grieve the chil-
dren of men.”  The original text literally says, He does 
not afflict from the heart.  His heart is not in it; He does it 
only because we need it.  If He would afflict us from the 
heart we would be wretched indeed.  His heart is in it 
when He calls, “Come unto me, all you that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 
11:28). 

Prayer: 0 merciful God, I thank You for Your loving at-
tention.  You care for me, indeed.  I beg You, lighten my 
burden that I do not despair; nor let me love this perish-
ing world.  Teach me to know Your love, which You 
have revealed in giving Your Son to redeem me.  Amen. 

We need volunteers to attend to the elevator 
every service. 

Making sure the gate is getting closed and 
being at the elevator before and after service.  
Please call the office if this is something you 
can help with.                 

Attention all members!! 

 
Please pickup your 2022 church envelopes 
that are in your church mailboxes. 
 



Remember in your prayers: 

Members who are sick and in need of healing and 
comfort–  David Gamache, Tracy Renner (family 
friend of the Voss’s), Pauline Williamson (friend of 
Shirley Scheuble), Vicki Johnson (sister of Judy Sal-
dana), Jim & Vince Feuerstein (brothers of Judy Op-
sal),  Ada Fields (sister-in-law of Shirley Scheuble),  
and Melissa Lee. Our Lord Jesus, who reached out to 
heal and comfort the sick and dying, continues to 
reach out with His healing Word through us.  Cards, 
phone calls and prayers are always appreciated.  If you 
know of someone who is sick or hospitalized, please 
inform Pastor Burns. 

 

Our Homebound Members are Clarice O’Gary, Jean 
Henderson, Vi Anderson, Rose Ebert, Melissa Lee, 
Mae House and Bertha Hannu (mother of Barb 
Gamache). 

Our Troops who are serving abroad and here in the 
United States.  For their safety and for those they are 
fighting for and against. 

For the families of those who have lost their lives or 
were injured in the fight for freedom. 

For persecuted Christians everywhere. 

 

For those serving in the mission field-  Elliot and 
Serena Derricks, Johanna Heidorn and Rev. Dr. Daniel 
Jastram 

 

For peace and reconciliation world wide. 

For our nation, President Biden and the leadership of 
the United States. 

 

For our state, Governor Walz and the leadership of 
the state of Minnesota. 

 

 

Marlin Born was called to his 
Heavenly home on Dec. 9. His 
wife, Susan Born, was called to her 
Heavenly home Dec. 20.  Per their 
wishes, there will be no service at 
this time.  Please keep the Born 
family in your prayers.     

 

 

    

Those Serving January 2022 
 
      Elders     
      Jan.2  10:00a           Bill McKibbin 
       Jan. 6   7:00p           Adam Schmidt 
       Jan. 9-30   8:30a      Bill McKibbin 
                

     Ushers      
      Jan. 2  10:00a           Jeff & Julie Norman 
       Jan. 6    7:00p          Confirmation Classes 
       Jan. 9-30 8:30a        Jeff & Julie Norman 
 
      Acolytes 
       Jan. 2  10:00a          Clara Higgins   
       Jan. 6     7:00p         Tyler Hanson 
       Jan. 9     8:30a          Hunter Zinter 
       Jan. 16   8:30a          Hunter Zinter 
       Jan. 23   8:30a          Gabriela Hardy 
       Jan. 30   8:30a          Gabriela Hardy 

                                                      
     Media                      David Glauvitz 
                                        Jacob Andersen 
                                        Sherry Glauvitz     

   

 

                       
                         

                        

A huge and heartfelt thank you to the St. Paul’s 
Alumni Sunday School crew who made our din-
ner after the Christmas Program possible.  
  
Mary, Rick, Katie and Lauren McCullough 
Paulette, Amanda, and Samantha Harff 
Tim, Kristin Gamrath, Jerron McDonald and Mack 
Perpich 
Marlin, Olivia, Reed Olson and Troy Dobbs 
Jeff and Julie Norman 
Cindy and Dale Pomerleau 
Thrivent Action Team Sponsorship

 

 

                           

 
Staff:  Pastor:  Daniel Burns XXX.XXX.XXXX 
                          Email: XXXXX@stpaulsosseo.org 
Music Director: Thomas Hanna XXX.XXX.XXXX 
                          Email: XXXXX@stpaulsosseo.org 
Administrative Assistant: Sherry Glauvitz 
                          Email: office@stpaulsosseo.org 
St. Paul’s Website: www.stpaulsosseo.org 



                                     

   

Sandy Slack  

xxxxxxx@comcast.net 

 

 

 Mite Box Sunday: January 2, 2022  

Mite donations can be mailed to Sandy Slack, 11430 98th Ave N, Maple Grove, MN 55369.  
Checks should be written out to “St. Paul’s LWML.” Those attending church services in the 
church may place their Mite Box Mission donations in the large Mite Box in the narthex. 

During December, the members of St. Paul’s donated $160.00 for Mite Box Mission Grants! 

Sharing Christ’s love with those in need! 

2021–2023 Mission Grant #1 “Deaconess Ministry Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch” $81,680 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joy Ryan, Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch President/CEO stated “For some of our kids, this is the first 
time they have slept in a bed, not gone to bed hungry, or had anyone listen to their deepest pains and 
fears. For many, it is the first time they have been told of Christ’s love for them. The kids come here 
with psychiatric and behavioral problems of the highest degree, but, if we look at where they have 
come from, we can understand them and help them to heal. Because of the gifts we receive from gen-
erous donors, these children can see the world differently, and feel the love of God through those who 
care for them.”  At this year’s national LWML convention in Lexington, KY, they were awarded this 
mission grant for their specialized Deaconess ministry. The ministry will bridge the gap for children 
– from their hard to handle trust-related issues to the transformational, powerful care of Christ. Horse 
therapy is another important way to meet the very special needs of these children. 

 

Please check the Bulletin Board in the Narthex for Christmas Cards from our Adopt-a-Student, Jo-
anna Lee, a Deaconess student at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne and also hand-drawn 
cards from Trinity First Lutheran School from the Phillips Neighborhood in Minneapolis. 

 

Please join us at our next gathering on Wednesday, January 12 at 1:30p 

in the Party Room at Mary Patrice Apartments, 100 3rd St. NW, Osseo. 
 

This location because is 100% handicap accessible, and there is no cost. Several of our women 
live here. 



CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 

December 12, 2021 
 

This meeting was called to order by President, Jeff Aalbers. Pastor Burns led the group in prayer. 

The secretary’s minutes of the last meeting were reviewed and approved as written. 

Board of Finance  

Chair Ken Hardy submitted the Finance report with details. Below is the summary: 

 

 
Roof Replacement Project Contributions: 

November: $965  Fund Total : $40,492  Goal: $50,000  % of Goal: 81% 

 

Treasurer – Allison Hanson 

The following balances were submitted for the month of November: 

Scholarship Fund: $4,106.41 +Checking: $10,873,34 +Savings: $56,421.55 =   Total: $71,401.30 

Allison briefly reviewed expenses and contributions for the month of November and year to date. 

Pastor Burns reported the following:  

Funeral: Marilyn Jean Reinking (Graveside Service will be in Spring 2022) 

Baptism: Lala Lynn Saelee (November 28, 2021) 

GriefShare: Regular GriefShare Class begins in January on the 13th at 6:00p. The Class will go for 13 weeks. 

Confirmation: Classes are going well. 

Bible Study:  Sunday: Will be starting Noah in January.  Tuesday: Looking at 2 Samuel. Online: Looking at 
the Gospel of Matthew. This is posted Sundays and Wednesdays on Facebook at 1:00p. 

Membership: Bob & Vicky Ehret (Transferring in from Zion Lutheran in Pine City, MN) and Meghan Reichs-
tadt (finished adult instruction). 

Worship: Services are planned through the remainder of the next Church Year (last one planned is Thanks- 

Giving 2022). 

Shut-Ins: Shut-In list will be updated for beginning of January. 

Community: Committee Chair for Troop 204 in Anoka 

                     Chapel Service once a month at Saint Therese in Brooklyn Park 

          Chapel Service once a month at Encore in Champlin 

          Chaplain for Osseo Police Department 

Following the January 2, 2022, church service, we will undecorate the church. 

Music Report by Tom Hanna 

Streaming Services put together through January. February and beyond in the works.  Went back and updated 
all current streaming services with new parameters as per suggestion from voter’s meeting.  Rosewood Springs 
String Quartet is all set for Christmas Eve worship. They will begin the prelude approx. 20 minutes before the 
service starts.  Attending Sunday School program rehearsals.  Rehearsing in preparation for Christmas Eve and 
Day.  Chancel choir continues with rehearsal. There are 14 members.  The organ console was moved a bit to 
accommodate the choir seeing me directing from the bench.  Will be figuring out logistics in the balcony for 
Christmas Eve, as the strings will also be in the balcony for the whole service, as well as our streaming crew.  
We are still looking for people to help with streaming. The tasks are pretty simple, and there are written in-
structions to follow. 

Year November YTD 

2021 $22,814.75 $223,936.77 

2020 $20,722.61 $195,905.96 

Change $2,092.14 $28,030.81 



______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

January may lack the excitement of December, but it doesn’t have to be a letdown. Christmas is over, but Jesus isn’t! 
No matter the season of the year or our season of life, Christians always have reason for joy: God’s promises of for-
giveness and eternal victory. As Jesus says in John 16:33, “In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good 
cheer; I have overcome the world” (KJV).  

 

  

 

Tom will be on vacation February 21-28. Cheryl Finke will be playing for him.  Tom will be playing as he is available 
for Tuesday morning worship services. 

Board of Youth & Family Ministry – Amanda Harff reported the following: 

The youth has been busy prepping for the Christmas program.  Scrip orders have been ordered and received. 

Board of Elders – Rick Scheevel reported the following:  Holiday schedule was reviewed by the board. Worship ser-
vices will begin at 10:00am going forward through January 2nd.  Elders are planning to go ahead with the soup suppers 
hence any major Covid outbreak.  They reviewed where we are at with following CDC guidelines and will continue to 
monitor and change accordingly.  Streaming will continue at St. Paul’s. Our Streaming Crew is a godsend for our con-
gregation. 

Board of Trustees – Dave Glauvitz reported the following: Our snow maintenance people have been showing up and 
getting the job done-both sidewalks and lot.  Dave swapped out several of our lights throughout the church.  Advanced 
Heating has been out to check out our heating issues in auditorium and sanctuary and we are waiting on an estimate.  
Rain gutters – someone will be coming out to give us a bid this week.  The right oven is not working in the kitchen. 
We are on his schedule to come out to check into the issue. 

Board of Education – Joyce Hardy reported: They are concentrating on the Christmas program. Rehearsals are going 
well. We have 26 children participating in the program this year.  The Sunday School curriculum has been discontin-
ued. We are looking at another curriculum to begin using the end of January. 

Board of Stewardship & Evangelism - Cindy Pomerleau reported: 

The application & design was submitted to the City of Osseo to advertise on the Gateway sign on Co Rd 81 & Jeffer-
son Hwy and will run from Dec 18-25. Watch for it. A big thank you to Steve Gamache for designing the Ad. 
The 2022 church envelopes are in your church mailboxes, ready to be picked up. 
Thanks you to Ken Hardy, Sherry Glauvitz, Pastor Burns, Jeff Aalbers and Kim Kruzel for helping with this task. 
The funeral closet is put back together after the water damage repair. 
Will resume serving treat and coffee on Jan 9, 2022. 

Cindy will prepare a board to organize for Lenten Soup Suppers. 

Pastor reported that the Gideons will be at St. Paul’s on April 24th. They will have a workshop at the church following 
the service for the first 25 people that sign up. 

 

President’s Report – Jeff Aalbers informed the group that the Child Protection committee reported that background 
checks have been completed for those that deal with our youth and finances. 

Jeff advised the group that he will be working to develop an outline for a long-term plan for the church council. 

Jeff brought up that St. Paul’s has an ad hoc Technology Committee. Steve Gamache will take the lead in setting up 
first meeting in January with himself, Rick Scheevel, Dave Glauvitz, Tom Hanna and Jeff Aalbers. 

 

Old Business: We are still looking for volunteers for Elder, Streaming Committee, Trustees, Congregational Secre-
tary, etc. 

The meeting was adjourned, and Pastor led the council in the Lord’s Prayer. 

  

Kim Kruzel, Congregational Secretary             15 in attendance 

 



 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS FOR JANUARY 2022 

 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

The Christmas program was amazing.  All the kids said their parts so well and sang so good.  Thanks 
to the many people that made the program possible: 

 

Jenny Hines who directed the program, encouraged the kids and made this all possible. 

Pastor Burns for his guidance and support. 

Tom Hanna for the music accompaniment.   

Steve Gamache for designing the logo for the program.   

The teachers for helping where needed, helping kids with their parts and keeping preschool kids 
entertained and into their costumes. 

The volunteers who prepared and served the luncheon for Jesus’ birthday party on Saturday.  The 
sloppy joes were once again delicious.   

The youth for helping serve that day and packing the Christmas bags.   

Leah Olson and the Alumni Sunday School Parents for the luncheon following the program.  Spe-
cial thanks to Tim Gamrath for the pulled pork sandwiches.  They are always a big hit.   

All the people who set up and took down the stage, set up and put away tables for the luncheon 
and helped clean up. 

Parents for all the hard work you did helping your kids learn their parts. 

The Sunday School kids for sharing the Christmas story with the congregation.  Some of the parts 
were really long this year, but they were up to the challenge.  We are all so proud of you.   

 

LESSONS   

There will be no Sunday School on December 26 or January 2.  On January 9, we will be watching 
the Christmas program video.     

 

We have a couple of Old Testament lessons to finish up in January and then we will move on to New 
Testament lessons.   

 

OFFERINGS 

Our offerings will continue to be going to CROSS.  Thanks for all the generous food and toy dona-
tions.  I volunteered a couple of days at CROSS and helped some people shop for toys.  They were so 
happy and appreciative of all the things that they got.  It was so rewarding to know that they will 
have a merrier Christmas thanks to the many donations that CROSS received.   

 

For the months of January and February, we will be collecting food for CROSS that help keep you 
warm during these cold winter months.   

 



LCMS Stewardship Ministry 

 

’Tis More Blessed to Give Than to Receive 

“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and re-
member the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive.’ ” (Acts 20:35)  

And indeed, it is. Does this not strike a chord that resonates in us all? Which of us can’t recall the 
look of surprise and thanks for the Christmas gifts that we labored to give to those whom we love? 
And the joy written on their face when that gift is received with thanksgiving means more than all the 
gifts we have received. It is more blessed to give than to receive.  

Our Lord knew this because He practiced it. He gave of Himself – sparing not even His life in death – 
in order to give us back to our Father in heaven. He knew that in giving you get more because joy is 
multiplied in giving. The one who receives and the one who gives both rejoice in what is given and 
received. And, what is more, the one who receives only wants to give back to the one who gave so 
generously in thanksgiving.  

So it is with our tithes and offerings in church. We want to give because we have received from God 
all that we are and all that we have. Our giving does not originate in what we must do to earn God’s 
favor. We have God’s favor because of His gift of His Son, given through Word and Sacrament. Thus, 
we are made free from the compulsion of giving so that our tithes and offering are freely given in 
thanksgiving for what God has so generously given to us.  

Why then does the church struggle to make budgets? Why does the church always seem stretched so 
thin when it is the place where God continually gives us His forgiveness of sins? Why does the 
church struggle when God, out of love for us, generously pours out His grace and mercy? 

It is because we are sinners. Our fallen nature makes us selfish and miserly. It leads us to believe that 
we can have our cake and eat it, too. Because of sin, we want God’s grace and mercy; we want His 
blessings of body and soul. But we don’t want to share it with those around us. We want to remain 
comfortable in our own self-contained, neat, and tidy lives – without the headaches of loving those 
around us by helping them in their time of need.  

“Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive.’ ” Remember that God has placed you in a church, not only to receive His grace and mercy, but 
to press His eternal and temporal blessings into service to your neighbor.  

Your tithes and offerings ensure that those around you have a pastor to preach the life-saving and life-
giving Word of God. They ensure that the lights, heat, and air-conditioning are working. They ensure 
there is water for Holy Baptism as well as bread and wine for Holy Communion. They even ensure 
that your pastor has food and clothing and presents for his own family. The gifts of God are immeas-
urable. They multiply and redound to everyone’s good as the fish and loaves in the feeding of the five 
thousand.  

So, remember the words of the Lord Jesus: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” And remem-
ber the joy that attended the gifts you gave at Christmas. This same joy attends your gifts to the 
church. 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 

 
 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship 

 

Newsletter Article – January 2022 

 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry


In GriefShare: Surviving the Holidays, we learn that Christmas is a holiday of suffering.  If there was no suf-

fering in this world, then there would be no need for Christ.  As we celebrated our remembrance of the first 

coming of Christ, we remembered why He came: to go to the cross to pay the price for our sins.  It is through 

His death and resurrection that we have the forgiveness of our sins and the free gift of eternal life.  But even 

while we know this truth, we still mourn those who have gone before us. 

The journey from mourning to joy shouldn’t be walked alone.  That’s why there’s GriefShare. 

  

Starting in January, I will be leading GriefShare classes every Thursday evening at 6pm in the Youth Room.  

Classes will begin on January 13th.  There will be 13 classes.  The dates for the classes will be on our website 

(stpaulsosseo.org) and in the church calendar. 

Please contact the church office to register 763.425.2238 or office@stpaulsosseo.org 

These classes are open to all.  I pray that many who are mourning will be able to find healing through Christ. 

Pastor Burns 

$51,352.17 

!!!!! WE HAVE EXCEEDED THE ROOF GOAL !!!!! 

Total Contributions to date are $51,352.17! 

 

A huge THANK YOU for the generous contributions that were received to help us reach this goal.  A 
special THANK YOU to the Glauvitz Families for their support financially in allowing us to pay 
them for the roof as we received contributions over the last 18 months.  The funds received that ex-
ceed the goal will be put into the building fund.  THANK YOU AGAIN FOR YOUR SUPPORT!! 



 
 

 
 

 



Biblical resolutions 
 

Hold firmly to your faith (Hebrews 4:14) 
Assemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25) 
Pray and thank God earnestly (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18) 
Petition God for great blessings (Malachi 3:10) 
Yield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22) 
 
Notice opportunities to serve others (Galatians 6:10) 
Examine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5) 
Work diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58) 
 
Yearn for righteousness (Matthew 5:6) 
Exercise godliness (1 Timothy 4:7) 
Aim for sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1) 
Redeem the time, living wisely (Ephesians 5:15-16) 

Gus Nichols (adapted)  
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