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352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord 

 

 

 
 
5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 
I may cling to You in faith, 
Safely kept through life and death. 

 
6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 
I with joy will see Your face, 
Freely ransomed by Your grace. 

 

 
 
Opening Versicles LSB 285 
L O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
 

Psalm Psalm 40:1-5 
L  I waited patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
C  He drew me up from the pit of destruction, out of the miry bog, and set my 

feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. 
L  He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many will see and 

fear, and put their trust in the LORD. 
C  Blessèd is the man who makes the LORD his trust, who does not turn to the 

proud, to those who go astray after a lie! 
L  You have multiplied, O LORD my God, your wondrous deeds and your thoughts 

toward us; none can compare with you! I will proclaim and tell of them, yet they 
are more than can be told. 

 
 

Reading Genesis 2:15-24 
15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep 
it. 16And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every 
tree of the garden, 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 
18Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make 
him a helper fit for him.” 19So out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of 
the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he 
would call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its 
name. 20The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to 
every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. 21So 
the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one 
of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the LORD God had 
taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 23Then the 
man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 
Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” 
24Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Reading Matthew 1:18-25 
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to 
put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 



David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he 
will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet: 23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke 
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but 
knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

356 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Sermon 

Theme: Advent Action 
Text: Matthew 1:18-25 

 
 
 

Kyrie LSB 285 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 



     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Versicles LSB 286 
L Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
C let my cry come to You. 
L In the day of my trouble I call upon You, 
C for You answer me. 
L Hide Your face from my sins, 
C and blot out all my iniquities. 
L Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
C and renew a right spirit within me. 
L Cast me not away from Your presence, 
C and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 
L Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 
C and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
L Because Your steadfast love is better than life, 
C my lips will praise You. 
L For You have been my help, 
C and in the shadow of Your wings I will sing for joy. 
L Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth; 
C unite my heart to fear Your name. 
L I give thanks to You, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, 
C and I will glorify Your name forever. 
L May all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You. 
C May those who love Your salvation say evermore, “God is great!” 
L Save Your people and bless Your heritage! 
C Be their shepherd and carry them forever. 
L Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; 
C listen to my plea for grace. 

 
Collect of the Day 
L Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins 
which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 
that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would 
forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me 
this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and 
all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 
power over me.  Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 287 
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Blessing LSB 287 
L The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 
C Amen. 
 
 
354 Arise, O Christian People 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Please place your offering in an offering plate as you depart. 
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