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Rev. Dr. Jastram is the Asia Lutheran Resource Coordinator:  
Making Lutheran resources of theology and worship available in Asia.

     It was during our five weeks of home service 
this summer that the LCMS Reporter broke the 
story about the Japan Lutheran Church's 
convention decision this past April to allow 
woman’s ordination. Despite more than ten 
years of diligent dialogue and repeated LCMS 
warning as early as 2010 
that such a decision would 
break partnership with the 
LCMS, the JLC took its 
future into its own hands 
and officially altered its 
constitution by removing 
the word “male” from the 
qualifications required for 
called pastors. In addition, 
they elected a woman 
pastor as their church-body 
vice president.  

     These two actions have 
become a point of pride in the 
Japan Lutheran Church’s  

association with the liberal Lutheran World 
Federation, but have required a call to 
repentance from the LCMS for breaking 
fellowship. As the LCMS had previously 
warned the JLC in 2010, “A decision by your 
church to ordain women would dissolve pulpit 

and altar fellowship between 
our churches and result in the 
cessation of related activities.”  

     As our LCMS President 
rightly wrote in his official 
letter of response “We have 
not walked away from you; 
you have walked away from 
us.” What a sad and 
unfortunate decision of the 
JLC after seventy-three years 
of LCMS mission effort in 
Japan! How did this happen?     

 How does this affect future   
 LCMS mission work in Japan?
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 “Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for the LORD” (Psalm 31:24).

New Directions
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SPECIAL THANKS TO: 
• Our partners in mission, for your 

generous July and August 
support, and for the sustaining 
contributions of individuals, 
congregations, districts, and 
LWML groups that make this 
mission work possible. 

WE PRAISE  GOD FOR: 
• The Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod which is the source of the 
International Development Grant 
that makes possible our 
translation project of Walther’s 
Law and Gospel text into the 
Japanese language. 

• New venues for LCMS worship at 
sites in Tokyo and Okinawa. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:  
• The Japan Lutheran Church, for a 

humble, repentant heart. 

• Ongoing Lutheran resource 
projects throughout Asia, 
numbering well over one hundred, 
in Hong Kong, Indonesia, Sri 
Lanka, Cambodia, Papua New 
Guinea, and Taiwan. 

________________________ 

NEWSLETTERS INFO 

Want to catch up? Here’s our archive 
link: tiny.cc/dvv9iz 

Want to self-subscribe? Go here to 
receive your own email newsletter: 
http://eepurl.com/ddOobf 

To be ADDED or REMOVED from our 
mailing list, you can also send an email 
message to daniel.jastram@lcms.org 
with the word ADD or REMOVE in the 
subject line.

(Continued from page 1) 
How we got to this point 
     For the past fifteen years the Japan Lutheran Church has been 
ordaining women who carry out publicly and regularly the 
distinctive functions of the pastoral office; but up until now,  
under the misleading category as deaconesses. This was actually 
in line with the liberal theological direction the JLC has followed 
for some forty years now.  
     The LCMS itself was on a similar path before and during our 
twelve-year fellowship with the American Lutheran Church 
(1969-1981) at the same time when the JLC was establishing its 
independent, partner-church status with the LCMS in 1971.  
     However, the LCMS avoided an outcome similar to the JLC 
through the trauma of the 1974 Seminex walkout and the ensuing 
theological turbulences in our congregations. Hoping to avoid the 
turbulence, the JLC chose to continue in their liberal direction and 
did not return to sound doctrine and practice.  
The impact on LCMS mission work  
     Because we will no longer be working jointly with the Japan 
Lutheran Church, its pastors, its seminary, or its congregations, a 
whole new fresh start lies ahead of us here in Japan. This includes 
church planting, Lutheran resource development, and theological 
education. Currently, the LCMS through its Office of 
International Mission is forging ahead with a new direction, 
which includes new missionary recruitment for work in Japan, 
new establishment of LCMS worship opportunities for expats in 
Tokyo and Okinawa, and new options for emerging relations with 
other confessionally minded Lutheran pastors. We will update you 
specifically next month about how this new direction is 
developing. 
     With this new start, God!s grace, mercy, and guidance will be 
especially precious in the months and years ahead. Thank you for 
your continued prayers and support as we see what God has in 
store for us.

To support the LCMS through the work of 
Daniel Jastram, you may send a tax-
deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod. Mark checks 
“Support of Asia-Jastram.”  

Gifts can also be given securely online 
through the LCMS website, on my online 
giving page at lcms.org/givenow/jastram.
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