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901 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
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10 - pen now thy gates of beau-ty; Zi - on, let me
2 Gra - cious God, I come be - fore Thee; Come Thou al - so
3 Here Thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed; Here Thy seed is
4 Thou my faith in - crease and quick-en; Let me keep Thy
5 Speak, O God, and I  will hear Thee; Let Thy will be
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en - ter there, Where my soul in joy - ful du - ty
un - to me. Where we find Thee and a - dore Thee,
du - ly sown. Let my soul, where it is  plant - ed,
gift di - vine, How - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick - en;
done in - deed. May I un - dis - turbed draw near Thee
[ 9 |I7 ﬁ | Py | | Py
R R e e o
Q) | 1 L] I { 1 | 4 I ] 1
Waits for Him who an - Swers prayer. Oh, how bless -ed
There a heav’n on earth must be. To my heart, O
Bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone, So that all I
May Thy Word still o’er me shine As my guid-ing
While Thou dost Thy peo - ple feed. Here of life the
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is this  place, Filled with sol - ace, light, and grace!
en - ter Thou; Let it be Thy tem - ple now!
hear may be Fruit - ful un - to life in me.
star through life, As my com - fort in all strife.
foun - tain  flows; Here is balm for all our woes.

Versicles
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(0] Lord, o - pen my lips,
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther

and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;

as it was in the be-gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A-men.
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Psalmody
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Give glory to God, our light and our life.

)
O come, let us wor - ship Him.

Venite (I) & ] Sung by Pastor and Cantor) LSB 236
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(0] come, let us sing to the Lord;
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let us make a joy-ful noise to the rock of our sal-va - tion.
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(D) Let us come in - to His pres - ence  with thanks - giv - ing;
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let us make a joy - ful noise to Him with songs of praise.
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(I For the Lord is a great God and a great king a-bove all gods.
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(UIn His hand are the depths of the earth;
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the heights of the moun - tains are His al - so.
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(Il The sea is His, for He made it;
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and His hand formed the dry land.
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Mo come, let us wor-ship and bow down;
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let us kneel be - fore the Lord, our mak - er.
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I For He is our God, and we are the peo-ple
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of His pas - ture and the sheep of His hand.

as it was in the be-gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A-men.
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Give glory to God, our light and our life.
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o come, let us wor - ship Him.
Psalm Psalm 1
(P) Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the
way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day
and night.
(P} He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and
its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.
The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
(P} Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the
congregation of the righteous;
for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will

perish.



500 Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid
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1 Cre - a - tor Spir -it, by whose aid The world’s foun - da - tions
2 O Source of un -cre - at - ed light, The bear - er of God’s
3 Giv - er  of grace, de-scend from high; Your sev’n - fold gifts to
A4 Im - mor - tal hon - or, end - less fame At - tend the al-might-y
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first were laid, Come, vis - it ev - 'ry hum-ble mind; Come,
gra - cious might, Thrice - ho - ly fount, thrice - ho - ly fire, Our
us sup - ply; Help wus e - ter - nal truths re - ceive And
Fa - ther’s name; The Sav-ior - Son be glo - ri - fied, Who
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pour Your joys on hu- man-kind; From sin and sor - row
hearts with heav’'n-ly love in - spire; Your sa - cred, heal - ing
prac - tice all that we be - lieve; Give us Your-self that
for all hu - man - kind has died; To You, O Par - a-
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set us free; May we Your liv - ing tem - ples be.
mes-sage bring To sanc -ti - fy us as we sing.
we may see The glo-ry of the Trin - i - ty.
clete, we raise Un - end - ing songs of thanks and praise.
Readings
Reading Ezekiel 17:22-24

22Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar
and will set it out. I will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one,
and I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of
Israel will I plant it, that it may bear branches and produce fruit and become a noble
cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches birds
of every sort will nest. 2*And all the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD;
I bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, and make
the dry tree flourish. I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.”

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

2 Corinthians 5:1-17

"We know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a building
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in this tent we
groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3if indeed by putting it on we may
not be found naked. *For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—
not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is
mortal may be swallowed up by life. SHe who has prepared us for this very thing is
God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.

So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body
we are away from the Lord, "for we walk by faith, not by sight. #Yes, we are of good
courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. °So
whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. '’For we must
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is
due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.

" Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is
known to God, and I hope it is known also to your conscience. '*We are not
commending ourselves to you again but giving you cause to boast about us, so that
you may be able to answer those who boast about outward appearance and not about
what is in the heart. 3For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our
right mind, it is for you. !“For the love of Christ controls us, because we have
concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; '*and he died for all,
that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake
died and was raised.

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we
once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.
"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come.

Reading

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Mark 4:26-34

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground.
?THe sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not
how. 8The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in
the ear. 2?But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest
has come.”

30And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall
we use for it? 3'It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground,
is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes
larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the
air can make nests in its shade.”

3With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it.
34He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he
explained everything.

Reading



O Lord, have mercy on us.

Thanks be to God.

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

742 For Me to Live Is Jesus
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1 For me to live is Je - sus, To die is gain for me;
2 For Christ, my Lord, my broth - er, I leave this world so dim

3 My woes are near-ly o - ver, Though long and dark the road;
4 Lord, when my pow’rs are fail - ing, My  breath comes heav -i - ly,
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So when my Sav-ior pleas - es, I meet death will - ing - ly.

And glad-1ly seek an - oth - er, Where I shall be with Him.
My sin His mer-its cov - er, And I have peace with God.
And words are un - a - vail - ing, O hear my sighs to Thee.

5  Inmy last hour, O grant me
A slumber soft and still,
No doubts to vex or haunt me,
Safe anchored in Thy will;

6  And so to Thee still cleaving
When death shall come to me,
I fall asleep believing
And wake in heav’n with Thee!

Sermon
Theme: “Mustard Seed and Mustard Plant”
Text: Mark 4:26-34

Canticle

Benedictus (L] part sung by Cantor) LSB 238
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Bless - ed be the Lord, the God of Is-ra - el
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He has come to His peo-ple and re-deemed them.
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born of the house of His ser - vant Da - vid.
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Through His ho - ly proph - ets He prom - ised of old
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that He would save us from our en-e-mies, from the hands of all who

hate us. He prom-ised to show mer-cy to our fa - thers
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and to re-mem-ber His ho - ly cov - e - nant.

This was the oath He swore to our fa-ther A - bra-ham:
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to set us free from the hands of our en : m:es Glo-ry be tothe Fa-ther and to the Son and to the
N [~ — ‘ — P— .
o) | —— J s E— — S — — % ! ] ! i
A — . p— ! i ] e —— | '
F@—'—H—J—d—‘—‘—‘—'—/—‘—‘—i PY) ~— [m—
J @ o Ho-ly Spir - it; as it was in the be- gin - ning,
free to wor - ship Him with - out fear, ho - ly and A
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righ-teous in His sight all the days of our life.
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You, my child, shall be called the proph - et  of the Most High, Presentation of our Offerings & Gifts to the Lord
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of their sins. In the ten-der com-pas-sion of our God,
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and to guide our feet in - to the way of peace.



Collect of the Day

Let us pray.
Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest
them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting
life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Collect for Grace

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely
brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of
danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be
righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 241

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 241
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Let us bless the Lord.

Benediction LSB 242
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The al - mighty and merciful Lord, the Father,
the *T* Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre - serve you.

1 Fa - ther, we thank Thee who hast plant - ed  Thy ho - ly
2 Watch o’er Thy Church, O Lord, in mer - cy, Save it from
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name with - in our  hearts.  Knowl - edge and faith and life im -

e - vil, guard it still, Per - fect it in Thy love, u -
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mor - tal Je - sus, Thy Son, to us im - parts.
nite it, Cleansed and con-formed un - to  Thy will.
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Thou, Lord, didst make all for Thy plea - sure, Didst
As grain, once scat - tered on the hill - sides, Was

give us food for all our days,
in this bro-ken bread made one, So

Giv - ing in Christ the
from all lands Thy
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Bread e - ter - nal; Thine is the pow’r, be Thine the praise.
Church be gath-ered In - to Thy king-dom by Thy Son.
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