SAGACITY
NEWSLETTER OF S.A.G.E.S.
SAINTS ALIVE, GROWING, EVER SERVING
VOL 30, No. 3

July, 2020
Downloadable information
about S.A.G.E.S. and the
GATHERING is available at
www.mnsdistrict.org under
‘News and Events”,
S.A.G.E.S.’
Email address:
minnesotasouthsages@gmail.com

SAGE, n. someone who is
wise or exhibits signs of
wisdom or intelligence
SAGACITY, n. acuteness of
mental discernment and
soundness of judgment

SAGES OFFICERS*
PRESIDENT:
*Rev. James Vehling
St. John Lutheran, Woodbury
VICE PRESIDENT
*Rev. Don Taylor
New Creation, Shakopee
SECRETARY
*Jeanine Roth
St. Peter’s Lutheran, Edina
TREASURER
*Dick Swedean
Emanuel Lutheran, IGH
CHAPLAIN
*Rev. David Preuss
Our Savior’s Lutheran, Eyota
SAGACITY EDITOR
*Delores McGillivray
Redeemer Lutheran, Rochester
*Pauline Wiemann
Peace Lutheran, Arlington

A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE TO THE
“PANDEMICS”
Needless to say, we are living in a time of great uncertainty. Two “viruses”
have made their presence known in our culture and society: the novel virus
called COVID-19 and the ever-present, but latent, “virus” of racial injustice
and inequality. The result has been a “pandemic” of epic proportions.
The challenge for us as Christians is how to react. How do we as individuals
and congregations respond to the situation unfolding around us? How can
we as children of God reflect His will in dealing with the problems facing
us?
The pandemic caused by the corona virus:
The first response of some well-meaning Christians is to say that God will
protect us, pointing to biblical references such as Psalm 91, especially to
verses 10-12: “There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come
nigh thy dwelling. For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep
thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash
thy foot against a stone” [KJV]. Professing their trust in God alone, some
even go so far as to reject the advice of medical experts and to defy the
guidelines of government officials.
Questions: By wearing a mask and complying with social distancing,
does a person indicate that he or she is not trusting God to help and to
save? What do you think? Why?
Take a look at Matthew 4:6-8. In this episode Satan’s recital of Psalm 91:1112 is a blatant misquote of Scripture in an effort to manipulate Jesus. Note
Jesus’ response: “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the
test’” [NIV] The promise of God in Psalm 91 does not seem to apply to
those who arrogantly test Him by doing things that are foolhardy.
Questions: Is it possible for a Christian to both trust God and to follow
scientific advice? Do you think that God can and does work through
medical science to heal our diseases as well as to help us avoid them?
Could defying health guidelines actually be a way of “putting the Lord
your God to the test”?
Other Christians respond to the epidemic by turning to 2 Chronicles 7:14 as
the way to end it: “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways,
then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land”
[NIV]. This is followed by a litany of sins—usually sexual in nature—that are
given as the cause. It is the ungodly, they say, who, by their sinful lifestyles,
are to blame. If only “they” would shape up.
Questions: Is an epidemic God’s punishment for a specific sin? If so,
why do both godly and ungodly people become ill? Did you notice in
the passage from 2 Chronicles that it states: “If my people (not ‘other’
people) . . . turn from their wicked ways”?
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In New Testament times, people assumed that a
specific sin was the cause of one’s illness or handicap.
In Luke 13:1-5 and John 9:2-4 Jesus sets the record
straight. To those who asked about the reason for the
collapse of the tower in Siloam, Jesus declared, “Do
you think they were more guilty than all the others
living in Jerusalem? I tell you, no! But unless you
repent, you too will all perish” [NIV]. When asked
about who sinned to cause a man to be born blind,
Jesus replied, “Neither this man nor his parents
sinned, but this happened so that the work of God
might be displayed in his life” [NIV]. All sicknesses,
including a novel virus, are the result of sin—not a
specific sin, but sin, period. Because of the Fall, we live
in a broken world.
Questions: Do we not sometimes impulsively
blame others for the moral decay of our society?
Is it possible that your sin may also have
contributed to making our world “broken”? Do
you think that the pandemic may have happened
“so that the work of God might be displayed”?
The “pandemic” caused by the social unrest “virus”:
One cannot deny that since its beginning our nation
has experienced racial injustice in one form or
another: slavery, segregation, “Jim Crow” laws, redlining, economic imbalance, racial profiling, and a host
of other wrongs. The Christian church in America, too,
has been affected by it, as reflected in some of its
actions and inactions. Individual Christians have had to
deal with it in their own lives.
Most Christians claim that they are not racist.
Although that may be technically true, we too often
reveal biases and prejudices that are either
consciously or unconsciously affecting our attitudes
and behaviors. We know that the Bible teaches that
people of all races were created by God as equals, but
sometimes the mores of our society have more
influence on us than God’s Word. Perhaps the current
unrest in our society is God’s way of awakening us for
a time of reflection, repentance, and renewal.
The Bible does talk about God’s plan for the human
race. Take a look at these passages from Scripture:
Romans 2:8-11; Romans 12:3; Colossians 3:1-17
(especially verse 11); 2 Corinthians 5:15; Revelation
7:9.
Questions: How does God view human kind, the
crown of his creative act? If we are to reflect the
mind of Christ, how does that affect the way in
which we Christians view people who are different
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than us? How does it inform and shape our world
view?
Sometimes we fall into the trap of seeing the faults of
others, while ignoring our own. And this is also the
case with prejudices. We fail to acknowledge our own,
while criticizing those of others. God’s Word has
something to say about this: Romans 14:9-10;
Matthew 7:5; Philippians 2:1-4.
Questions: After prayerfully reflecting on your
own life, what personal biases are you able to
detect? Do where we choose to live and to shop
reveal any prejudices on our part? What can we
do as Christians to break down some of the
barriers that separate us?
The real “pandemic”:
The root of our problem is bigger than a corona virus
or social unrest. The real problem is the “virus” of sin,
which causes human beings to neither love God nor
their neighbor as they ought. And it is a problem that
neither vaccines nor laws can address. “For our
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of
this dark world and against the forces of evil in the
heavenly realms” [Ephesians 6:12, NIV]. It is a Godsized problem, and in His mercy and grace, He has
chosen to handle it for us. The Apostle Paul tells us
that “God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us”
[Romans 5:8, NIV].
Questions: How does the “Good News” that God
has intervened on our behalf give us courage for
today and hope for the future? How can we as
Christians more effectively proclaim this “Good
News” to those who lack courage and who have
lost hope?
Let us pray: Lord God, you have called your servants to
ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths
as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us
faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where
we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your
love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen. [from Vespers in LBW, p. 153]
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as
you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit” [Romans 15:13, NIV].

Rev. James J. Vehling,
June 2020
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The cancellation of the GATHERING for
2020 is unprecedented as is most
everything this year. However, our
Courage Today, Hope Tomorrow

theme is more relevant than ever.
So
mark your calendars for next year’s dates:
May 3 and 4, 2021
at Country Inn and Suites, Mankato

GATHERING XXXII
Featured Presenter - Rev. Mark Jeske
Senior Pastor, St. Marcus Lutheran, Milwaukee WI
creator of Time of Grace television program

N. CROW RIVER Circuits 17,18
*Sharon Haberkamp
*Darlene Ave-Lallemant
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Hutchinson MN
S. CROW RIVER Circuits 19, 20
*Trudy Wiechmann
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*Kay Stewart
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SOUTHWEST E/Circuits 21,22
(OPEN)
SOUTHWEST W/Circuits 23,24
(OPEN)
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*David & Margaret Hohenstein
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“…having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are
the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,…”

Ephesians 1:18
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UNDER
OBSERVATION
Entry one: As long as we’re still
around, there seems to be a lot of lessons to
learn again. A very old one called “keeping
your mouth shut” really needed a revival in
more ways than one in a modern world full of
communication devices and little sense.
Entry two: Be grateful this gets typed so you
don’t have to try to read my handwriting!
Entry three: As long as we all have time on
our hands, how about a few safety questions?
Can you open and close the refrigerator? Can
you safely transport food to an eating area?
Can you easily get out of bed? Is your phone
too close? Have throw rugs been thrown?
Entry four: The local garden club planted a
large park garden and an American flag
garden just for people to enjoy.
Entry five: In a world full of diseases and
ways of communicating them, it’s not too
dreadful to be diagnosed with paronomesia the habit of punning!
Entry six: Among the few things not shut
down - a large collection of baby squirrels
having a great time in the yard and garden.
Entry seven: Bless the local libraries! They
have let us check out books remotely - so we
can get a sack of books at the front door - just
come and get it! So far? Sixty three books.
Entry eight: Thanks to a good friend, an ad on
a street: ”Huge Fight at Seafood Restaurant Battered Fish Everywhere!”
Entry nine: The first round of golf with a
birdie and witnesses to prove it!.
Entry ten: George Will and I don’t always
agree (and I’m sure that doesn’t bother him)
but today in his column he took on the world -“A significant portion of the intelligensia
cannot think.” Hurray!

Entry eleven: Obviously I need to get out
a bit.
Entry twelve: There are 3 classes of
people in the world: those who make
things happen; those who watch things
happen; and those who wonder what
happened.
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DID YOU KNOW THESE THINGS
HAD NAMES? (Answers on page 6)

1. The space between your eyebrows?
2. The way is smells after a rain?
3. The metallic or metal coating on the end of
your shoelace?
4. The rumbling of your stomach?
5. The cry of a new born baby?
6. The prongs of a fork?
7. The sheen or light that you see when you
close your eyes and press your hands on
them?
8. The tiny plastic table placed in the middle of
a pizza box?
9. The day after tomorrow>
10. Your tiny toe or finger?
11. The wired cage that holds the cork in a
bottle of champagne?
12. The ‘na na na’ and ‘la ‘a la’, which don’t
really have any meaning in the lyrics of any
song?
13. When you combine an exclamation mark
with a questions mark (like this?!)?
14. The space between your nostrils?
15. The armhole in clothes, where the sleeves
are sewn?
16. The condition of finding it difficult to get out
of the bed in the morning?
17. Illegible hand-writing?
18. The dot over an “i” or a “j” ?
19. That utterly sick feeling you get after eating
or drinking too much?
20. The metallic device used to measure your
feet at the shoe store?

☺ Torrential rainstorms had knocked down
power lines all over the city, and the electric
company was dispatching repairmen right and left.
When one lineman called a longtime customer to
ask her exact address, he was told, “I’m at Post
Office Box 99”.
The weary lineman replied, “Ma’am I’ll be
coming to you in a truck, not an envelope.”

☺ Don’t knock the weather. Do you realize how
many people couldn’t start a conversation if it
didn’t change once in a while.
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HIBERNATION HUMOR
1. The dumbest thing I ever bought was a
2020 planner!
2. I was so bored I called Jake from State
Farm just to talk to someone. He asked me
what I was wearing.
3. 2019: Stay away from negative people.
2020: Stay away from positive people.
4. The world has turned upside down. Old
folks are sneaking out of the house, and
their kids are yelling at them to stay indoors!
5. Quarantine has turned us into dogs:
We roam the house all day looking for
food. We are told “no” if we get too close
to strangers. And we get really excited
about car rides.
6. I don’t think anyone expected that when we
changed the clocks we would go from
Standard Time to Twilight Zone.
7. This morning I saw a neighbor talking to
her dog. It was obvious she thought her
dog understood her. I came into my
house, told my cat. We laughed a lot.
8. Every few days try your jeans on just to
make sure they fit. Pajamas will have you
believe all is well in the kingdom.
9. Day 27 at home and the dog is looking at
me like, “See? This is why I chew the
furniture!”
10. So, after this quarantine, will the producers
of My 600 Pound Life just find me--or do I
find them?
11. Does anyone know if we can take
showers yet or should we just keep
washing our hands???
12. This virus has done what no woman had
been able to do…cancel all sports, shut
down all bars, and keep men at home!!!
13. Since we can’t eat out, now’s the perfect
time to eat better, get fit, and stay
healthy. Wait! We’re quarantined! Who
are we trying to impress? We have
snacks, we have sweatpants – I say we
use them!
14. When this quarantine is over, let’s not tell
some people.

15. I never thought the comment “I wouldn’t
touch him/her with a 6 foot pole” would
become a national policy, but here we
are!
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16. I need to practice social-distancing from the
refrigerator!
17. Quarantine Day 25: went to this restaurant
called “The Kitchen”: You have to gather all
the ingredients and make your own meal. I
have no clue how this place is still in
business.
18. I hope the weather is good tomorrow for
my trip to the Backyard. I’m getting tired
of the Living Room
19. Appropriate analogy: “The curve is
flattening so we can start lifting restrictions
now” is like saying “The parachute has
slowed our rate of descent, so we can take
it off now”.
20. Never In a million years could I have
imagined I would go up to a bank teller
wearing a mask and ask for money.
21. The spread of COVID-19 is based on two
things:
1. How dense the population is.
2. How dense the population is.
22. Can everyone please just follow the
government instructions so we can
knock out this coronavirus and be
done?! I feel like a kindergartner who
keeps losing more recess time because
one or two kids can’t follow directions.

Idle Thoughts
! Which letter is silent in the word ‘Scent.”
the S or the C?
! The word “swims” upside-down is still
“swims.”
! Every time you clean something, you make
something else dirty.
! What if my dog only brings back my ball
because he thinks I like throwing it?
! Intentionally losing a game of rock, paper,
and scissors is just as hard as trying to win.
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Answers to Names of Things
1. aglabella
11. agraffe
2. petrichor
12. vocables
3. aglet
13. inerrobang
4. wamble
14. nasi
5. vagitus
15. armscye
6. tines
16. dysania
7. phosphenes
17. griffonage
8. box tent
18. tittle
9. overmorrows
19. crapulence
10. minimus
20. Bannock device
Three old guys are out walking.
First one says, 'Windy, isn't it?'
Second one says, 'No, it's Thursday!'
Third one says, 'So am I. Let's go get
a beer..'
Fourth of July Fun Facts
! The Declaration of
Independence was not
signed on July 4, 1776. That’s actually the day
it was formally adopted by the Continental
Congress, but it wasn’t signed by most
signatories until August.
! Independence Day became a federal
holiday in 1870.
! The first July 4 celebration took place at the
White House on 1801, hosted by Thomas
Jefferson
! Three presidents have died on July 4: Thomas
Jefferson, John Adams, and James Monroe.
! The U.S. Flag Code offers guidelines for flying
the flag on July 4, and every day.

Reflection for the day:
At a recent zoom meeting, before starting on the
agenda that contained some business
with hard decisions, the presiding
officer asked board members,
“What silver lining have you found
in all of this?”
What would your answer be?
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
Share this with others.
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A Prayer In These Uncertain Times
Dear Lord, from whom all that is good flows,
You have revealed yourself to be a God of order.
We see it in your original created order, with the
‘2020 vision’ with which your Spirit has opened
our eyes of faith. We see it in ways we are created
and recreated in Your image with good impulses
to bring order into disorder. For that we praise you
and bring glory to your Name.
But we also see and know that demonic forces
are at work in this world, intent upon bringing
about dissension, disorder, chaos, destruction,
devastation - in spirit foremost - leading to all
manner of ill and evil. This is from the Adversary.
From this, “Good Lord, deliver us.”
As with a deadly virus, our whole nation and
the whole world is showing and feeling the effects
of sin and evil injected into hearts and minds by
the Deceiver.
Uphold your people in the midst of the turmoil
of these times. Lead and guide authorities with
wisdom and insight to quell upheavals, defuse
rage, and restore order and a semblance of peace,
and heal our nation according to your will and
purpose.
Enable your people to be lights sparkling in
dark times and places. Especially uphold the
families who have borne the brunt of tragic
injustice and empower their witness of faith.
Continue to uphold our family of faith,
particularly those with whom we share common
concerns in S.A.G.E.S. whom we name in our
hearts and commend to Your heart and care:
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
You know the depth of each ones needs better
than we can express in words. We commend each
other to your ongoing care. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All that you would have us ask of You, we
submit by the intercessory work of Your Holy
Spirit according to the promise of Your Word and
the gracious invitation of our Lord Jesus. Amen.
Rev. David Preuss, S.A.G.E.S. Chaplain
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RULES: Social distance, wash your hands, wear a mask!

(Graphic from the CDC)
A friend recently shared a Facebook post from The Gospel Coalition, written by Brett McCracken, sr
editor:

4 REASONS TO WEAR A MASK, EVEN IF YOU HATE IT:
1. To Love Your Neighbor (Matt. 22:39)
2. To Respect Authorities (Rom. 13:1–7)
3. To Honor the Weak in Our Midst (Rom. 14)
4. To Use Freedom for the Sake of the Gospel (1 Cor. 9:19–23)
Read the full article at thegospelcoalition.org.
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RE: 2020
GATHERING
This cancellation is the
first time in 31 years
that the GATHERING
will not be held.
It is with appreciation
that the scheduled
presenters were
understanding and it
is hoped most will be
available next year.
If a reservation has
been made at the
hotel, call 507-3888555 to cancel.
The S.A.G.E.S. Board
prays for the health
and safety of all.

Courage today
Hope tomorrow
‘Thy will be done.’

NOTICE OF
CANCELLATION
Official notice - In consideration of the
current pandemic and for the health and
safety of all potential attendees and
presenters, the S.A.G.E.S. Board has voted to

C A N C E L
the 2020 GATHERING which had been
rescheduled for Oct 20/21, 2020.
Planning is already underway for the
2021 GATHERING to be held May 3 and 4, at
the Country Inn and Suites in Mankato.

