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Celebration in Thailand

JOAN AND DAN

He was all smiles as he

excitedly dashed from one place to
another at the gathering before
pausing in front of the Lutheran
Heritage Foundation literature table.
It was hard not to imagine this Thai
boy as a future Lutheran pastor!
DR JASTRAM’S CALL
Pastor Jastram serves as a manager
for theological education in Asia,
based in Tokyo, Japan. He assists
the regional director in mission
planning as well as developing,
coordinating, and supporting
theological educational activities;
makes periodic visits to seminaries
in the region; and supervises
theological educators throughout
Asia.

To be added or removed from our mailing list,
send an email message to
daniel.jastram@lcms.org with the word ADD
or REMOVE in the subject line.
Want to sign up yourself? Here’s our new
self subscription link:

Smiles were all around because late
October, the Thailand Concordia
Lutheran Church celebrated their
fifteenth anniversary. The occasion
brought together many former and
ongoing workers to celebrate God's
accomplishment of using foreign
missionaries, national church
workers, numerous church agencies,
for fifteen
years of
growth
through
the
theological
education
of church
leaders, to
nurture
this
national
church body.
The LCMS had the privilege of being
a part of that team effort through its
missionaries, associated church

agencies, and its close partnership
with others. What a great occasion to
see how God works through the
coordination of church resources and
theological education for the sake of
preaching and teaching the Gospel in
Asia!
AMONG CELEBRATION, A
STORY OF PERSECUTION
Along with this celebration, we also
heard about challenges in
neighboring countries, like
Myanmar: "My father [a pastor] was
in prison twice for three months
each, simply for sharing the Gospel.
Every week, we were served a
warrant and forced to appear at
the courts….Buddhist leaders
instigate Christian persecution
because Buddhism is the
country’s national
religion….More than 100,000
Christians live in IDP (internally
displaced) camps, deprived of
access to food and
healthcare….In some instances,
Buddhist monks have invaded
church properties and built Buddhist
shrines on church
premises….Missionaries come and
go, but a book like the Catechism or
Book of Concord is around for
generations to come.”
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Cambodians to Hong Kong!
PLEASE PRAY FOR:

• God’s blessing in providing
future pastors for our partner
church bodies.

• Continued good health while
living and working overseas.

GIVE THANKS FOR:

• Missionary safe travels.
• Concord in doctrine and
practice as we work with
various partner church
bodies.

• God’s blessings of His clear
teaching as witnessed in our
Catechism.

PRAISE GOD FOR:

• You! The many
congregations and
individuals who pray for us,
encourage us and support
us. Thank you!

NEWSLETTER ARCHIVE

Dan on the far left with two instructors, four graduates and fellow LCMS
missionary, JP Cima from Cambodia (far right). Hong Kong, 2019

This was a milestone for theological
education in Asia: four new
graduates living and studying in
Cambodia (Rev. Songim UN; Rev.
Naro PHIN; Mr. Kimnang Roth, Rev.
Ravy VAN), but graduating in Hong
Kong with a Bachelor of Theology
degree from Concordia Theological
Seminary––a thousand miles away!
How can this be? Through the
combined efforts of coordinating–entity
curriculum instructors in
Cambodia, and through the efforts of
satellite–course instructors from CTS in
Hong Kong.

These four students set foot in Hong
Kong for the first time to receive their
degrees in late November along with the
whole group of fourteen seminary
graduates. What a testimony to God's
work of coordinating church resources
and theological education for the sake
of preaching and teaching the Gospel in
Asia! This is one of the ways God has
made possible for the making of
national pastors in the mission field of
Asia. Thank you for your vital role in
this important work!

Our Christmas prayer to you, dear friends!
~Dan and Joan Jastram

Almighty God, grant
that the birth of
Your only-begotten
Son in the ﬂesh may
set us free from the
bondage of sin;
through the same
Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord. Amen

There are many opportunities
to serve as short-term or
GEO missionaries. Check
out the current list and
download an application at
lcms.org/service. Click on
“Service Opportunities.”

To support the LCMS through the work of
Daniel Jastram, you may send a taxdeductible gift to:
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
P.O. Box 66861
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

Make checks payable to The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod. Mark checks
“Support of Asia-Jastram.” Gifts can also
be given securely online through the
LCMS website, on my online giving page
at lcms.org/givenow/jastram.
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