
 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

710 East Broadway St., Osseo, Minnesota 

The Memorial Service for Janice Helene Harff 
Monday, December 12, 2016  11:00 AM 

 
THE ORDER OF SERVICE ………………………………………….LSB 278 
 

Please note the responses of the congregation during the Service. 
These responses are marked with a red box with a white “C.” 

You may remain seated throughout the Service 
 
   
Opening Hymn: “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”…………….......LSB 739 
Invocation 
Remembrance of Baptism 
Psalm: Psalm 23 ‘The Lord is my Shepherd’ 
Kyrie  
Salutation and Collect of the Day  
First Reading – Psalm 116:1-9, 15-19 
Second Reading – 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Alleluia Verse  
Gospel Reading – John 3:16-17 
Apostles Creed 
Sermon Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem”……………………LSB 361 
Sermon – “Jan is Home” 
Prayer of the Church 
Lord’s Prayer 
Nunc Dimittis  
Concluding Collect  
Solo: “Wings of a Dove” 
Rite of Committal 
Closing Hymn: “Joy to the World”…………..................................LSB 387 
    
 
 

Officiant — Reverend Daniel R. Burns 
Organist — Tom Hanna 

Soloist — Carol Emmans 
Biographer — Carol Emmans 

 
 
 
 
 

JAN HARFF 
 

Janice Helene Harff was born to John and Hilda 
(Aadlund) Halverson on March 17, 1935.  The 

family, which included sister Maryanne, and 

brothers Richard, Jim, and Sherman lived on a farm 
in rural Veblen, SD.  Living with no close neighbors 

meant that the Halverson children played among 
themselves and established a close family bond. 

 

Jan graduated from Veblen High School in 1953.  
With few opportunities in the small town, Jan and a 

friend accepted an offer from the local banker.  He 
had arranged for jobs, a place to live, and a ride to 

the Twin Cities.  How adventurous!  The banker 

dropped off the girls and drove away.   
 

Jan told of arriving in “the Cities” with one suitcase 
and contrasted that to the truck and trailer required 

to take granddaughter Amanda to Mankato.  The SD 

“imports” lived in a house with 7 girls—a dormitory 
of sorts—all here for employment and perhaps a 

little excitement. 
 

The job was at the John Deere Manufacturing Plant.  

In their spare time the girls explored the 
entertainment scene in the area.  Lake Sarah Dance 

Hall was a popular gathering place for young people, 
and it was there that Jan first met Gay Harff, fresh 

from the U.S Army.  No sparks flew; Jan was not 

impressed.  Years later, Jan’s co-worker, Arvin 
Aeschliman, suggested that she might be interested 

in “a rich bachelor friend who would be perfect for 
her”.  Gay and Jan often laughed about the “rich 

bachelor” description.  This time the two clicked and 



eventually they were married in the SD country church 
on April 25, 1959. 

 
Jan and Gay became Osseo residents—living for two 

months in a basement apartment and then moving to 

a 2-bedroom rambler on 4th Street which was to be 
their home for the next 57 years and where Jan took 

her last breath Wednesday.   
 

It took less than a half-day to move all of their earthly 

possessions into the house.  That rambler was 
enlarged with the arrival of the Harff children—Bob, 

twins Joe and Julie, and Dan.  The Harff family 
belonged to St. Paul’s and were active members. 

 

Jan was a stay-at-home mom as the children grew and 
then took on house cleaning jobs.  A perfect match for 

Jan’s meticulous style of keeping house.  She was 
appreciated and cherished by the women who were 

lucky enough to get on Jan’s schedule.  North Hennepin 

Technical College Bookstore was another place of 
employment.  She was recognized that as a woman 

who knew how to work! 
 

The Harffs’ membership at St. Paul’s included years of 

service.  Jan was a true “Church Basement Lady” 
working with friend, Alice Rooney, as the funeral 

committee for 12 years.  She was a fixture at every 
occasion, always working circles around younger 

women.  She was a “Martha”—never seeking attention, 

but always serving.  She was a regular visitor at 
nursing homes; she looked in on shut-ins; she and Gay 

often gave rides to church, played cards and kept 
company with older friends. 

 

Son Dan’s untimely death and Gay’s failing health 
dealt a blow to this active woman, but she carried 

on—daily walks, sweeping her driveway, faithful 
church attendance, scouting garage sales on her 

eternal quest for a bargain, baking “homemade” 

buns, potato dumplings, making strawberry jam, 
visiting with grandchildren.   Less than two weeks 

ago she attended a theater production with her 
family; they were the Harff Row.  She loved to be 

“on the go”. Nothing seemed to slow her down.  

Until her damaged heart finally failed. 
 

Recent months of “Take it easy”, and “We’ll do it for 
you” must have been torture for Jan.  She was 

prepared to leave this earth and reunite with Danny 

and Gay and to meet her Savior. It must have been 
a joyous reunion!  Jan is at full speed again.  Praise 

God! 

 

“Where, O death, is your victory?   Where, O 

death, is your sting?  But thanks be to God!  He 

gives us victory through the  Lord Jesus Christ.” 

I Cor. 15:55-57 

 

Jan was preceded in death by husband, Gay, her 

son Danny, her parents, and her four siblings.  
 

She is survived by children Bob, Joe (Heidi), Julie 
(Jeff) Norman, daughter-in-law Paulette Harff; 

grandchildren Kylene (Loren) Egan, Jessica, Jenna 

(Kyle) Neutgens, Cody Harff, Patrick (Amy) Nelson, 
Amanda and Samantha Harff; great-grandson Leo 

Nelson. a host of nieces, nephews, friends, and her 
brothers and sisters in Christ here at St. Paul’s.  



RITE OF COMMITTAL 

P:   Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous: 

“The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things! 

C: The Lord’s right hand is lifted high; the Lord’s right hand 

has done mighty things!” 

P:   I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the Lord has 

done.        Psalm 118:15-17 

 

P:   For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to 

himself alone.  If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, 

we die to the Lord. 

C: So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.   
Romans 14:7-8 

 

P:   Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes 

in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and 

believes in me will never die.”                  John 11:25-26a 

 

P:   Let us pray: Merciful Father and Lord of life, with whom live 

the spirits of those who depart in the faith, we thank you for the 

blessings of body and soul that you granted this departed sister, 

whose earthly remains we lay to rest.  Above all we rejoice at 

your gracious promise to all your servants, living and departed, 

that we shall rise again at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

P:   Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will 

all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 

last trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we will be changed.  For the perishable must 

clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with 

immortality.  When the perishable has been clothed with the 

imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying 

that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed 

up in victory.”  “Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, 

O death, is your sting?”  The sting of death is sin, and the 

power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God!  He gives us 

the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.            

  1 Corinthians 15:51-57 

 

P:   We commit Janice’s body to its resting place; earth to earth, 

ashes to ashes, dust to dust, in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who will change our lowly bodies so that they will 

be like His glorious body, by the power that enables Him to 

subdue all things to Himself.  May God the Father, who 

created this body, may God the Son, who by His blood 

redeemed this body, may God the Holy Spirit, who by 

Baptism sanctified this body to be His temple, keep these 

remains to the day of the resurrection of all flesh. 

C: Amen. 

 

P:   Let us pray: Almighty God, by the death of Your Son Jesus 

Christ You destroyed death, by His rest in the tomb You 

sanctified the graves of Your saints, and by His glorious 

resurrection You brought life and immortality to light so 

that all who die in Him abide in peace and hope.  Receive 

our thanks for the victory over death and the grave which 

He won for us.  Keep us in everlasting fellowship with all 

that wait for Him on earth and with all in heaven who are 

with Him who is the resurrection and the life, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

P:   Christ is risen. 

C: He is risen indeed. 

 

P:   Let us go forth in peace. 

C: In the name of the Lord. 


