
 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

710 East Broadway St., Osseo, Minnesota 

A Celebration Honoring the Life of Lela B. Heuer 
Saturday, November 11, 2017   11:00 AM 

 

THE ORDER OF SERVICE …………………………………LSB 278 
 
Please note the responses of the congregation during the Service. 

These responses are marked with a red box with a white “C.” 
You may remain seated throughout the Service 

   

Processional Hymn:  “For All the Saints”………………….LSB 677 
Welcome 
Brief Message from Larry Heuer 
Invocation 
Remembrance of Baptism 
Psalm: Psalm 23 ‘The Lord is my Shepherd’ 
Kyrie  
Salutation and Collect of the Day  
Hymn:   “Jesus, Lead Thou On” …………………………….LSB 718 
Gospel Readings – John 3:16-18; 11:17-27; 10:11-18; 20:30-31 
Apostles Creed 
Sermon Hymn:   “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” …….LSB 461 
Sermon – “The Good Shepherd Know Lela” 
Prayer of the Church 
Lord’s Prayer 
Nunc Dimittis  
Concluding Collect  
Hymn:    “Jesus Loves Me” ………………………………….LSB 588 
Rite of Committal 
Closing Hymn:  “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”……………LSB 457 
    

Officiant—Reverend Daniel R. Burns 
Organist—Esther Burns 

Biographer—Judy Blanchard 
 
On behalf of the family, you are cordially invited to join us for lunch 

following the service.  Internment will take place at the Fort 
Snelling Cemetery on a later date. 

LELA HEUER 
 
Lela Heuer was born to Albert and Luella Mack in Pillager, Minnesota 

on May 12, 1931. The family, Catherine, Gail, Lela, Pat and Susan, lived 

on a farm in Verndale, Minnesota. Lela attended the country school and 

transferred to Verndale High School where she graduated in 1948. 

 

The family attended The Assembly of God church in Verndale. Lela was 

baptized in a local river by means of immersion. She was a high school 

cheerleader.  Don and Lela knew of each other in high school, but it was 

at the roller rink where they became more familiar with each other and 

began dating. 

 

Don and Lela were married on June 29th, 1949 at the Assembly of God 

church.  Lela was 18 and Don was 21, typical for that time, yet almost 

unheard of today. The couple first lived on a farm that they rented. Lela 

once told a story about when their pigs got out of the pen, and she had to 

go chase them down. She did not think that was fun. 

 

Lela was teaching country school while they lived there. She taught at 

two different country schools near the Bertha area. When Don enlisted 

in the Air Force, Lela courageously moved to “the cities” where she 

rented an apartment while working at Honeywell. Upon his discharge, 

the two bought a duplex and rented out the one side.  Don attended the 

Minneapolis Business College, preparing for a career as a trader for 

Paine Webber. 

 

The Heuers moved to their Brooklyn Center home in 1958. The family 

now included sons Larry and Dean. Don and Lela joined the Church of 

the Triune God and put their talents to work as longtime Sunday School 

Superintendents. 

 

Lela started teaching in District 279 where she had a provisional license. 

She, along with her dear friend Elaine Harff, attended the University of 

Minnesota. After earning her four-year degree, she returned to the U of 

M to get her Master’s in Education.  Lela taught at Fair Oaks and Willow 

Lane, but her long time dedication was at Orchard Lane Elementary. It 

was during this time that their daughter Judy joined the family.  Lela 

loved teaching 2nd grade, touching the lives of hundreds of students and 

making a side circle of lifetime friends. 

 



Lela was very proper. She would wear dresses and high heels to work every 

day.  When the dress code relaxed and attire became more casual, Lela did 

not change her style. “They want me to wear an Orchard Lane sweatshirt - 

a SWEATSHIRT!” she complained and never wore one.  She was classy 

and always a lady. A former student remembers, “Mrs. Heuer had the 

tiniest waist and the prettiest dresses.” 

 

After her retirement in 1996, Lela and Don traveled extensively. Lela went 

to Europe twice - the first time with a tour group and the second trip with 

her husband. They also visited Hawaii, Alaska and went on several cruises.  

Don and Lela turned into “snow birds” during their retirement, spending 

fourteen consecutive years in Arizona.  

 

Their yard in Brooklyn Center was a showplace. Don cared for the roses 

and Lela had many varieties of flowers to fill up a good part of their 

backyard. They won the “Most Beautiful Backyard Garden” award one 

year for their gardening expertise. 

 

Soon after Don and Lela moved to Arbor Lakes Senior Living, they joined 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. As Lela’s health failed, she became a part of 

Pastor Burns’ very touching shut-in ministry.  He assured her and the rest 

of the family many times, that the heavenly home God was preparing for 

her was almost ready. She is there today - praise God!  Her home in heaven 

is just as Lela would want - everything is beautiful! 

 
“Where, O death, is our victory” Where, O 

death is your sting? 

But thanks be to God! He gives us victory 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

I Cor. 15:55-57 

 

Lela was preceded in death by her parents, Albert and Luella Mack and her 

siblings Catherine and Gail.  Left to mourn her passing are her husband of 

68 years, Don, her children Larry (Margaret) Heuer, Dean (Karen) Heuer 

and Judy (Phil) Blanchard; seven grandchildren and siblings, Pat (Darlene) 

Mack and Susan (Ron) Davis. 

 
 
 
 
 

RITE OF COMMITTAL 

P:   Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous: 

“The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things! 

C: The Lord’s right hand is lifted high; the Lord’s right hand 

has done mighty things!” 

P:   I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the Lord has 

done.                 Psalm 118:15-17 

 

P:   For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to 

himself alone.  If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, 

we die to the Lord. 

C: So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.   
Romans 14:7-8 

 

P:   Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes 

in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and 

believes in me will never die.”                 John 11:25-26a 

 

P:   Let us pray: Merciful Father and Lord of life, with whom live 

the spirits of those who depart in the faith, we thank you for 

the blessings of body and soul that you granted this departed 

sister, whose earthly remains we lay to rest.  Above all we 

rejoice at your gracious promise to all your servants, living 

and departed, that we shall rise again at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

P:   Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will 

all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 

last trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be 

raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  For the 

perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the 

mortal with immortality.  When the perishable has been 

clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with 

immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: 

“Death has been swallowed up in victory.”  “Where, O death, 



is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?”  The sting of 

death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God!  

He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.              

1 Corinthians 15:51-57 

 

P:   We commit Lela’s body to its resting place; earth to earth, ashes 

to ashes, dust to dust, in the sure and certain hope of the 

resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, who will 

change our lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious 

body, by the power that enables Him to subdue all things to 

Himself.  May God the Father, who created this body, may God 

the Son, who by His blood redeemed this body, may God the Holy 

Spirit, who by Baptism sanctified this body to be His temple, keep 

these remains to the day of the resurrection of all flesh. 

C: Amen. 

 

P:   Let us pray: Almighty God, by the death of Your Son Jesus Christ 

You destroyed death, by His rest in the tomb You sanctified the 

graves of Your saints, and by His glorious resurrection You 

brought life and immortality to light so that all who die in Him 

abide in peace and hope.  Receive our thanks for the victory over 

death and the grave which He won for us.  Keep us in everlasting 

fellowship with all that wait for Him on earth and with all in 

heaven who are with Him who is the resurrection and the life, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

P:   Christ is risen. 

C: He is risen indeed. 

 

P:   Let us go forth in peace. 

C: In the name of the Lord. 

 
 


