
 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

710 East Broadway St., Osseo, Minnesota 

A Celebration Honoring the Life of Carol Bernice Emmans 
Monday, June 18, 2018   11:00 AM 

 

THE ORDER OF SERVICE …………………………………LSB 278 
 
Please note the responses of the congregation during the Service. 

These responses are marked with a red box with a white “C.” 
You may remain seated throughout the Service 

 
Call to Worship: “O Love the will Not let Me Go” 
Processional Hymn: “When Peace, Like a River” ………………LSB 763 
Invocation 
Remembrance of Baptism 
Psalm: Psalm 23 ‘The Lord is my Shepherd’ 
Kyrie  
Salutation and Collect of the Day  
Old Testament Reading – Psalm 100:1-5 
Choir: “God Is So God” 
Epistle Reading – Hebrews 12:1-2 
Alleluia Verse  
Gospel Reading – John 10:10b-15, 27-30 
Apostles Creed 
Sermon Hymn:   “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”  ………………LSB 739 
Sermon – “It’s All About Faith” 
Kids Choir: “Now the Light has Gone Away” 
Prayer of the Church 
Lord’s Prayer 
Nunc Dimittis  
Concluding Collect  
Hymn:   “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”  ………………………………LSB 809 
Rite of Committal 
Recessional Hymn: “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”   LSB 707 
Postlude: “Now Thank We all our God” 
 

Officiant—Reverend Daniel R. Burns 
Organist—Thomas Hanna 

Biographer—Carol Emmans 
Crucifers—Reed Olson & Aaron Schmidt  

 
 

On behalf of the family, you are cordially invited to join us for lunch following the service.   

 
 

 
 
 

Carol Emmans 

1937 - 2018 
 



CAROL EMMANS 
     Carol Emmans was born November 24, 1937 to Ted and 
Bernice(Rambow) Gelle.  The family. which was to include brother, Loren, 
lived on the Gelle home farm —now the site of the I94 Rest Area in Maple 
Grove.  Carol was baptized into God’s Kingdom on December 10 at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church of Corcoran/Maple Grove.  Weaver Lake Dist. 44 was the 
one-room rural school which Carol and Loren attended.   
     No kindergarten in those days and Carol, a very young first-grader, had 
great difficulty adjusting to school.  She would become “ill” on a daily basis 
and walk home.  Finally her parents offered a nickel for each day she stayed 
in school.  It must have worked!  Carol was to spend the greater part of her 
life—more than 50 years-- in one classroom or another! 
     Confirmation in the 50s meant attending eighth grade at St. John’s 
Christian Day School.  Carol was confirmed on March 18 in the middle of the 
legendary 1951 Palm Sunday blizzard.  How she loved to tell about the 
Questioning—the entire Catechism—and the guests who were forced to stay 
until Thursday!  
     Ninth grade found Carol attending high school in the big town of Osseo!  
Another adjustment for the girl from the farm.  She loved the sports (all 
spectator for girls in the 50s), the music, the plays, lasting friendships, even 
the hot lunch!  If you didn’t hear that Governor Orville Freeman spoke at 
her 1955 graduation, then somehow she missed you! 
     Part-time employment at the Osseo Telephone Office funded Carol’s 
college education at St. Cloud State.   Having the welfare of the entire area 
at her fingertips—the police and fire departments--should have been 
frightening, but to a 16-year-old, it was nothing.  It was during her college 
years (and at the switchboard!) that Carol became reacquainted with Osseo 
grad, Dale Emmans, then a young widower with a child.  The two became 
engaged in 1958 and made plans to marry upon Carol’s graduation.   
     The wedding took place June 27, 1959 at St. John’s with Pastor Fred 
Pfotenhauer as officiant.  Pastor Pfotenhauer had baptized and confirmed 
Dale in the previous months.  The young family settled in a 100-year-old 
farmhouse outside of Osseo, and Carol began her teaching career at the 
brand new Garden City Elementary School in Dist. 279.  Daughter Marg was 
a kindergartener.  Dale longed to further his education and after the birth 
of Nora, he began commuting to St. Cloud.  By the time he received his 
Bachelor’s Degree in 1966, daughter Paula had joined the family.   
    Carol and Dale took teaching jobs in Libby Montana in 1966, loved the 
little town in the mountains with all the hunting Dale enjoyed, but the young 
family, which now included baby Leah, “nearly starved” and became 
desperately homesick!  They returned to Osseo in 1968, purchased the home 
on 6th Avenue, and Carol resumed her career with Dist. 279.  She earned her 
Masters Degree from the U of M in 1981 and often joked “B.S. 1959—M.S. 
1981”—a big space between degrees! 

   The Emmanses joined St. Paul’s Lutheran in 1968 and remained 
faithful members.  Carol sang in the choir, directed the Kids’ Choir, 
taught Sunday School, was a longtime congregational secretary, wrote 
and directed Christmas programs, coordinated VBS, and wrote funeral 
biographies (including this one—stored in her computer.)  The music 
and children’s ministries were her passions.  She loved to “make a joyful 
noise”, and she did it often!  
 Carol proudly called herself a choral music geek.  When 
classmates were buying rock and roll records, Carol was listening to 
Roger Wagner and Robert Shaw; she sang in the first Motet Choir at 
Osseo High School; she wrote anonymous “Phantom Grammy” notes to 
her grandchildren’s choir directors.  She often said that she imagined in 
heaven, they would pass out the music—everyone could sight-read  
and the heavenly choir would SING! 
    Carol retired from Dist. 279 in 1996 two years after Dale’s retirement.  
Although she enjoyed every minute in the classroom, she LOVED the 
freedom they now had.   Reading both the Minneapolis and the St. 
Paul newspapers, drinking coffee, planning “What’s for supper?”  Dale’s 
death in 2014 changed that sweet routine.     She really did intend to 
clean and organize the Emmans home, but we don’t think that ever 
happened.  Rather she did things she loved—work at church, time with 
grandchildren, attending Twins games, sewing countless pillowcases, 
meeting with high school friends, traveling to the Holy Land, writing 
endless letters.   It leaves now to the “Emmans girls” to sort through a 
lifetime of clutter—or NOT, it’s their choice!  
 
On Wednesday, June 13, Carol was called to her Heavenly Home.  She 
was reunited with Dale, her family, but most importantly, she is with 
Jesus.  As winded and out of breath as she was in her last months, we 
take great comfort in knowing that her mighty alto voice has now 
been restored to rejoice in God’s heavenly choir. 
 
Carol was preceded in death by her husband Dale in 2014.  She is 
survived by daughters and sons-in-law Marg (Wayne) Petersen, Nora 
Kosloski, Paula (Adam) Schmidt and Leah (Marlin) Olson, her 
grandchildren Elise and Corinne Kosloski, Noah, Sophia, and Aaron 
Schmidt, Olivia and Reed Olson, brother Loren (Bonnie) Gelle and 
uncle Rollie Rambow. 
 
“Where. O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your 

sting?  But thanks be to God!  He gives us victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.”  I Cor. 15:55-57 
 
 



RITE OF COMMITTAL 

P:   Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous: 

“The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things! 

C: The Lord’s right hand is lifted high; the Lord’s right hand 

has done mighty things!” 

P:   I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the Lord has done.  

               Psalm 118:15-17 

 

P:   For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself 

alone.  If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the 

Lord. 

C: So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.   
Romans 14:7-8 

 

P:   Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes 

in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and 

believes in me will never die.”                 John 11:25-26a 

 

P:   Let us pray: Merciful Father and Lord of life, with whom live the 

spirits of those who depart in the faith, we thank you for the 

blessings of body and soul that you granted this departed sister, 

whose earthly remains we lay to rest.  Above all we rejoice at your 

gracious promise to all your servants, living and departed, that we 

shall rise again at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

P:   Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all 

be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 

trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we will be changed.  For the perishable must 

clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with 

immortality.  When the perishable has been clothed with the 

imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying 

that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in 

victory.”  “Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is 

your sting?”  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is 

the law.  But thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through 

our Lord Jesus Christ.              

1 Corinthians 15:51-57 

 

P:   We commit Carol’s body to its resting place; earth to earth, 

ashes to ashes, dust to dust, in the sure and certain hope of the 

resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

will change our lowly bodies so that they will be like His 

glorious body, by the power that enables Him to subdue all 

things to Himself.  May God the Father, who created this body, 

may God the Son, who by His blood redeemed this body, may 

God the Holy Spirit, who by Baptism sanctified this body to 

be His temple, keep these remains to the day of the 

resurrection of all flesh. 

C: Amen. 

 

P:   Let us pray: Almighty God, by the death of Your Son Jesus 

Christ You destroyed death, by His rest in the tomb You 

sanctified the graves of Your saints, and by His glorious 

resurrection You brought life and immortality to light so that 

all who die in Him abide in peace and hope.  Receive our 

thanks for the victory over death and the grave which He won 

for us.  Keep us in everlasting fellowship with all that wait for 

Him on earth and with all in heaven who are with Him who is 

the resurrection and the life, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

P:   Christ is risen. 

C: He is risen indeed. 

 

P:   Let us go forth in peace. 

C: In the name of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 


