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“For All the Saints…(LSB 677)”

Water drips from the jug of
the jizo (guardian monk)

Dan and I had stumbled upon this statue
in a cemetery for the unborn child—the
stillborn, miscarried and aborted. At first
glance we mistook it for a Catholic
symbol of Mother and Child. We were
reminded of “only sadness” that one
Japanese Lutheran pastor’s wife wrote
about with regard to death and funerals
in Japan.
What a privilege we have to share with
those lost in the dark shadows of death
about our true guardian, our Shepard
who “shall fold me to HIs breast, there
within His arms to rest (LSB 740, I am
Jesus Little Lamb)

To be added to or removed from
this mailing list, send an email
message
to daniel.jastram@lcmsintl.org with
the word ADD or REMOVE in
the subject line.

“Who from their labors
rest…"

“Oh, may Thy soldiers,
faithful, true and bold…”

We sang this hymn last Sunday in
celebration of All Saints Day; I
have been humming it off and on
since. It came to mind today as I
considered the trip Dan took to
Yokohama with the Kanto Plain
(Tokyo area) pastors— a day of rest
for the pastors after much labor
following Reformation Sunday and
its celebrations. The pastors toured
historic Protestant churches in
Japan, the oldest of which was built
in 1872 (pictured on the left above).

Dan and the pastors heard about the
lives of those early missionaries
and Christians who still faced
persecution, even though
Christianity was now legal in the
country.

“…Who Thee by faith before
the world confess; Thy name,
O Jesus, be forever blest,
Alleluia! Alleluia!”

“…Fight as the saints who
nobly fought of old; And win
with them the victor's crown
of gold. Alleluia! Alleluia!

After World War II, the LCMS sent
their first missionaries to Japan,
including Dan’s father, Robert
Jastram. Nowadays, Christians
face other battles but our prayer
remains:
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Zoom,
Zoom,
Zoom!
PLEASE PRAY FOR:

Thumbs up for Zoom Three! Amy in Sri Lanka, Joan
in Japan, Martha in Sri Lanka, Chenshi in Hong Kong)

• the planning and scheduling

of visits for our upcoming
home service this
December, that they may go
smoothly.

• energetic financial support
for LCMS mission work
world-wide.

GIVE THANKS FOR:

• our church partners in Asia.
• leaders and staff in St Louis
and Asia who guide and
support your missionaries.

PRAISE GOD FOR:

• YOU!—the many

congregations and
individuals who pray
for us, encourage and
support us. (We would love
to reconnect. Send us an
email to schedule a home
service visit!)

ZOOM ONE
It is 9 pm Tuesday night in Tokyo.
Dan is sitting at our kitchen table
when Pr. Askins from Hong Kong
appears, now Pr. Ferry from
Indonesia, and Pr. James from Sri
Lanka…wait! Faces continue to
populate the computer screen. With
the use of Zoom video-conferencing
your LCMS Asia regional staff are
able to gather weekly to report on and
plan work in Asia.
ZOOM TWO
Monday night, Joan is on the sofa with
her computer. The magic happens
again and she is joining other
missionary women for a lively
discussion about life in all corners of
Asia followed by a Bible study. (Amy:
“Don’t need AC today…I’m in the upcountry [tea plantation mountains of
Sri Lanka]!)

ZOOM THREE
Now it is 10 pm in Tokyo and Dan and
Joan are sitting at the kitchen table
together this time. Suddenly, a
beautiful sight appears: women from
LCMS Mission Advancement staff in
Saint Louis, ready to discuss how they
will help us connect with you folks,
our life-line, our support network, so
that LCMS mission work can carry
forward into the next months and
years ahead. (Maybe you have already
heard from one of them??)
We are so grateful that through Zoom
and other means we are able to stay
connected with you in a common
purpose, caring for each other as we
carry out God’s Great Commission.
Hope to see some of you face to face
in the coming month or two when we
are in the States.

daniel.jastram@lscmintl.org)

We share St Paul’s words—and our
prayer—for the church at home, the
church abroad, and the Church
Universal: “What you heard from
me, keep as the pattern of sound
teaching, with faith and love in
Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 1:13)
~Daniel and Joan

There are many opportunities
to serve as short-term or
GEO missionaries. Check
out the current list and
download an application at
lcms.org/service. Click on
“Service Opportunities.”

To support the LCMS through the work of
Daniel Jastram, you may send a taxdeductible gift to:

Make checks payable to The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod. Mark checks
“Support of Jastram–Asia.”

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
P.O. Box 66861
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

Gifts can also be given securely online
through the LCMS website, on Daniel
Jastram’s online giving page at lcms.org/
jastram.
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