
Holy Baptism 
 

602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives 

 

 

 

 
 

5 The gifts are in the feast, 

    Gifts far more than we see; 

Beneath the bread and wine 

    Is food from Calvary. 

The body and the blood 

    Remove our ev’ry sin; 

We leave His presence in 

    His peace, renewed again. 

 

6 All glory to the One 

    Who lavishes such love; 

The triune God in love 

    Assures our life above. 

His means of grace for us 

    Are gifts He loves to give; 



All thanks and praise for His 

    Great love by which we live! 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003011 

 
When candidates are unable to speak for themselves, the sponsors answer the questions on their behalf. 

 
Stand 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our Lord 

promises, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.” And the apostle Peter has written, 

“Baptism now saves you.” 

  

The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are under the power of 

the devil until Christ claims us as His own. We would be lost forever unless delivered from sin, 

death, and everlasting condemnation. But the Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus 

Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole world, that whoever believes in Him should not perish 

but have eternal life. 

 
The pastor addresses each candidate: 

 

P How are you named? 

R [Name] 

 
The pastor makes the sign of the holy cross upon the forehead and heart of each candidate while saying: 

 

P [Name], receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T forehead and upon your T heart to 

mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified. 

 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned the unbelieving 

world through the flood, yet according to Your great mercy You preserved believing Noah and his 

family, eight souls in all. You drowned hard-hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red Sea, yet 

led Your people Israel through the water on dry ground, foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy 

Baptism. Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, You 

sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a lavish washing away of sin. 

  

We pray that You would behold [name(s)] according to Your boundless mercy and bless 

[him/her/them] with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving flood all sin in 

[him/her/them], which has been inherited from Adam and which [he himself / she herself / they 

themselves] [has/have] committed since, would be drowned and die. Grant that [he/she/they] be 

kept safe and secure in the holy ark of the Christian Church, being separated from the multitude of 

unbelievers and serving Your name at all times with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that, with 

all believers in Your promise, [he/she/they] would be declared worthy of eternal life; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 



P From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing sponsors for baptismal 

candidates and catechumens. In the Evangelical Lutheran Church sponsors are to confess the faith 

expressed in the Apostles’ Creed and taught in the Small Catechism. They are, whenever possible, 

to witness the Baptism of those they sponsor. They are to pray for them, support them in their 

ongoing instruction and nurture in the Christian faith, and encourage them toward the faithful 

reception of the Lord’s Supper. They are at all times to be examples to them of the holy life of faith 

in Christ and love for the neighbor. 

  

P Is it your intention to serve [name of candidate(s)] as sponsors in the Christian faith? 

R Yes, with the help of God. 

  

P God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with His grace fulfill what 

we are unable to do. 

C Amen. 

 

P Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 

  

They brought young children to [Jesus] that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked those 

who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the 

little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I 

say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter 

it.” And He took them up in His arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
The pastor places his hands on the head(s) of the candidate(s), and the congregation joins in praying: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

P The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time forth and even T 

forevermore. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
The pastor addresses the candidate(s) and asks the following questions: 

 



P [Name(s)], do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 

R Yes, I believe. 

  

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He 

descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead? 

R Yes, I believe. 

  

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting? 

R Yes, I believe. 

  

P [Name], do you desire to be baptized? 

R Yes, I do. 

 
The pastor pours water three times on the head of each candidate while saying: 

 

P [Name], I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
The pastor places his hands on the head of the newly baptized while saying: 

 

P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water 

and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T 

everlasting. 

C Amen. 

 
The pastor may place a white garment on the newly baptized while saying: 

 

P Receive this white garment to show that you have been clothed with the robe of Christ’s 

righteousness that covers all your sin. So shall you stand without fear before the judgment seat of 

Christ to receive the inheritance prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 

 
The pastor may light a baptismal candle from the paschal candle and give it to the newly baptized while saying: 

 

P Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is the Light of the world. Live 

always in the light of Christ, and be ever watchful for His coming, that you may meet Him with joy 

and enter with Him into the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which shall have no end. 

 
The newly baptized may be welcomed with the following: 

 



A In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you [a member / members] of His Son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ, and [an heir / heirs] with us of all the treasures of heaven in the one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church. We receive you in Jesus’ name as our [brother(s)/sister(s)] in Christ, that 

together we might hear His Word, receive His gifts, and proclaim the praises of Him who called us 

out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

C Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord. 

 
Stand 

 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that You graciously 

preserve and enlarge Your family and have granted [name(s)] the new birth in Holy Baptism and 

made [him/her/them] [a member / members] of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and [an heir / 

heirs] of Your heavenly kingdom. We humbly implore You that, as [he/she/they] [has/have] now 

become Your [child/children], You would keep [him/her/them] in [his/her/their] baptismal grace, 

that according to Your good pleasure [he/she/they] may faithfully grow to lead a godly life to the 

praise and honor of Your holy name and finally, with all Your saints, obtain the promised 

inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
One or more of the following collects may also be prayed. 

 

P Heavenly Father, You sent Your own Son into this world as the child of the virgin Mary. We thank 

You for the life of this child entrusted to our care. Help us remember that we are all Your children 

and so love and nurture [him/her] that [he/she] may attain to the full stature intended for [him/her] 

in Your eternal kingdom, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

P Merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You grant us the adoption as sons through Your Son, our Lord 

Jesus Christ, and claim us as Your own from the kingdom of Satan, rescuing us from sin and 

everlasting condemnation. We give thanks to You that [name(s)] [has/have] been made Your own 

dear [child/children] in Holy Baptism and that [name of parents] have also adopted 

[him/her/them]. Grant Your blessing to these parents that, being strengthened in the grace of their 

own Baptism, they may faithfully nurture their [child/children] in the knowledge and love of the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 

 
All return to their places. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 



C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 

to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 145:1–2, 8, 10, 21; antiphon: John 16:16 

A little while, and you will see me no longer; 

 and again a little while, and you will see me. 

I will extol you, my God and King, 

 and bless your name forever and ever. 

Every day I will bless you 

 and praise your name forever and ever. 

The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 

 and all your saints shall bless you! 

My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, 

 and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

A little while, and you will see me no longer; 

 and again a little while, and you will see me. 

 

 



 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love what You 

have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of this world our 

hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
First Reading Acts 8:26–40 

 26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from 

Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a 

eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He 

had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the 

prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran to him and 

heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31And he 

said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 
32Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 

 and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

  so he opens not his mouth. 
33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 



 Who can describe his generation? 

  For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or 

about someone else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the 

good news about Jesus. 36And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the 

eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38And he commanded the 

chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 
39And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch 

saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed 

through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle 1 John 4:1–21 

 1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many 

false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that 

confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess 

Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the 

world already. 4Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is 

greater than he who is in the world. 5They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and 

the world listens to them. 6We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from 

God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and 

knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9In this the love of 

God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 

through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has 

ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 

 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we 

have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever confesses 

that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have come to know and to 

believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God 

abides in him. 17By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of 

judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 

out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 19We 

love because he first loved us. 20If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he 

who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21And this 

commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 



Holy Gospel John 15:1–8 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  

 1[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch of mine that does 

not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 
3Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the 

branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5I 

am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 

apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and 

withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my 

words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, 

that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 
Sit 

 
687 Thine Forever, God of Love 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 192 

 



 

 

 

 
  

  

 
Sit 

 
Offering 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 



 
  

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You on 

this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was 

sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His 

rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, 

and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company 

of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 



 

 

 

 
  

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive, 

saying: 

 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 

Amen. 

  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your 

sins. 

Amen. 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 
595 O Blessed Spring 

 



 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003011 

 
540 Christ, the Word of God Incarnate 

 

 

 

 



 
 

5 Christ, the way that leads unfailing 

    To the Father’s home on high, 

Christ, the truth that frees the captive, 

    Christ, the life that cannot die. 

Mediator to the Father, 

    Sacrifice and great High Priest: 

Lead us to Your heav’nly mansions, 

    There to share Your wedding feast. 

 

D 6 Christ, the Alpha and Omega, 

    Christ, the firstborn from the dead, 

Christ, the life and resurrection, 

    Christ, the Church’s glorious head: 

Praise and thanks and adoration 

    And unending worship be 

To the Father and the Spirit 

    And to You eternally. 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003011 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 

and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 



 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 
 



842 Son of God, Eternal Savior 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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