
Chili Cook-Off Rules 
 

1.  Teams must file an Entry Form with a $20 check to the Melrose Chamber of Commerce to 
reserve a spot. Registration fee is due with submission of form. 

2. All ingredients must be pre-cooked prior to the event – chili is to be brought “ready-to-eat.”  
3. Contestants must prepare at least 8 quarts (2 gallons) of Chili. (Remember, there is a people’s 

choice category with prizes. Ensuring that more people can eat your chili will help you get more 
votes) 

4. All chili must be made from scratch. No use of packaged chili mix is allowed 
5. Contestants will observe safe food handling practices 
6. Contestants are responsible for supplying all of their own utensils & products relating to their 

chili entry and maintenance of its proper temperature for serving (i.e., crockpots). Spoons and 
cups for use in serving chili to the general public will be provided.  

7. Chili entries must be set up by 5:30pm. All contestants must have at least one person on hand 
throughout the event to serve their chili and supervise their area. Each contestant is responsible 
for policing and cleaning up the area at the end of the day and removing all items from the area. 
No items shall be allowed to remain after the close of the Cook-off. 

8. There will be a People’s Choice ballot box for people to score the chili available for purchase. 
Ballots will be collected at the end of the event and tallied. (Proceeds will benefit Melrose Food 
Shelf and Melrose Chamber for future community events) and will entitle the bearer to sample 
all chili entries.  

9. Winners will be announced following completion of judging.  

 

Chili Cook-Off Suggestions and tips 

1. Hot chili does not necessarily equal good chili. Good chili will have a smooth texture with the 
proper ratio of meat, to beans, to sauce. 

2. When the judges come to sample your chili, take extra effort to make their few bites 
memorable. Spend extra time ensuring they get the best of what you offer. 

3. Red chili is not the only type of chili 

 

Judging Criteria 

1. There are two categories for prizes: Best Chili in Melrose(judges); People’s Choice (ballots) 
 

2. Judges will look for texture, flavor, spice, balance, and presentation. 

 

Prizes 

There will be prizes.  


